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ABSTRACT 

Pink Blood: Queer-boshing in Canada critically analyzes the impact of violence on the 

gay, lesbian and ~ s g e n d e r e d  communities by posing two main research questions: what is the 

prevalence of queer-bashing in Canada. and how can it be prevented? However. even the identity 

of the community being discussed is problematic; terms like queer and homosexual are fnught 

with controversy. Anecdotally. Canadian queers have reported high levels of victimization. but 

there is no agreement on the extent. Because of homosexuality's stigmatized status. victims are 

reluctant to acknowledge their own suffenng, and many assaults are disguised as other crimes. 

Data was gathered for this thesis by scouring media reports and case law for al1 references ta 

queer-bashing in Canada in the 1990s. and interviews were conducted with community activists. 

victims and criminal justice personnel. The data set yielded descriptions of over 300 queer- 

bashing and homicide incidents. 

In interpreting this data. the author reviews the theoretical litenture as well as official 

and unofficial reports. surveys. and other documents. Through processes of patho1ogi;arion. 

same-sex activity was labeled a perversion in the 19th century, enabling doctors. clencs. and 

lawmakers to regulate this behaviour throughout the 20th century in various ways. from legal 

exclusion to mass execution in Wortd W u  iI camps. Although queers have gained many Iegal 

rights in Western counuies. many killen who target homosexuals still face little or no jail time. 

Why this occun is the subject of fierce debate among queer legal scholan, who have successfully 

demonstrated a panoply of juridical practices that regulate, and sometirnes vilify. homosexuality 

in the courtroorn. 

WhiIe the first half of the thesis focuses on prevalence and characteristics of queer- 

bashing, the second half look at how policies and iegislation have had a direct impact on queer- 

bashing victims and the queer community at large. Issues include trauma, financial loss, Iegd 

remedies, cornplaints against the police and procedural problems that have emerged in the 

courtroom. Hate crime policies and statistics, which Vary wildly fiom one police depamnent to 



another, are cntically evaluated. Since the 1970s' rise of a modem gay and lesbian social 

rnovernent, many activist organizations have developed community initiatives to respond to 

queer-bashing acmss Canada, and these pro* are also examined in a critical light. 
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INTRODUCTION 

... it is precisely at times such as these, when we live with the 
possibility of unthinkable destruction, that people are likely to 
become dangerously crazy about sexuality. Contemporary 
conflicts over sexual values and erotic conduct have much in 
common with the religious disputes of earlier centuries. They 
acquire immense symbolic weight. 

- Gayle Rubin, 'Thinking Sex" (1993:3) 

in 1997, 1 taught a queer criminology course entitled "Homosexuality and Social Control." 

During one class. 1 passed around a photo to my students that had appeared in the sports pages of 

The Vancouver Sun that day. The photo depicted a Vancouver Lions football player with one m 

wrapped around his teammate's shoulders, Iips puckered in an attempt to bestow a kiss. The 

cutline read, "Hugs and kisses: Lui Passaglia and teammate Mike Trevarhan h m  it up before a 

team photo during 1995 season" (Little 1997:El). 1 pointed out to my students that mass-media 

representations of intimacy between the sexes are only permissible as parody. When 

unapologetic or unironic same-sex displays of affection occur in public. they immediately evoke - 

public hostility - often by threats of violence, followed by actual assaults. 1 tried to explain to 
\ 

my predominantly heterosexual students the enormous social pressure exened on queer couples 

not to touch each other in public for fear of physical reprisal. 1 told two of the young men in the 

class that if they were to teave the classroorn holding hands and to venture ont0 a bus or into a 

pub. they ran a high risk of being assaulted. The fact that my students were incredulous at the 

possibility of being attacked only confirmed what I had suspected al1 dong: that heterosexuals 

are largely unaware of the length homosexuals go to not to be assaulted. Most hornosexuals 

nonnalize this f o m  of oppression by "passing" as heterosexuals; because we are so good at it, we 

forget to remind the heterosexual majority of the sword that constandy dangles above our heads. 

The concept of k ing  able "to walk unhindered through an imagined public space" is of 

particular interest to Stanko and Curry (1997). They argue that in Western dernocracies ih is act 

serves as a barometet that measures the extent to which the state can protect its own citizens. 



When individual queer-bashing cases are collected. activists problematize this violence as a form 

of behaviour that regulates and punishes homosexuals. A series of previously-discrete incidents 

now becomes a pattern, a failure of the çtate to protect certain of its citizens: "...homophobic 

violence is a form of the governance of sexual differences which poses direct and actual danger to 

its individual recipients for 'just' being or being perceived to be 'not straight"' (Stanko and Curry 

19975 13-14]. The hand-holding experiment seemed Iike the perfect didactic exercise that would 

allow my students to understand the danger of "just" being "not straight."' Scott (1992) notes that 

by taking violence as a given and assurning "that the facts of history speak for themselves," we 

see 

... an interested act of power or domination ... What we don't 
have is a way of placing those alternatives within the Fnmework 
of (histocically contingent) dominant patterns of sexuality and 
the ideology that supports them. We know how they exist but 
not how they're constructed ... we need to attend to the hisrorical 
processes that, through discourse, position subjects and produce 
their expenences. (Scott 1992:25-26). 

In order to analyze violence against gays. lesbians and transgendered in Canada, I decided to pose 

two research questions: t 

a How prevalent is queer-bashing in Canada? 
a How can queer-bashing in Canada be prevented? 

The purpose of the first question is to expose how little we actudly know about the topic and how 

disparate our sources of information are. The purpose of the second question is CO propose a 

diligent application of this knowledge. These main questions give nse to five subsidiary 

questions: 

' I hesimted. however, chilled by the case of Michele Pujol, a University of Victoria Womcn's Studies inswctor who 
had given her students a similar stssignment "Spend IO minutes walking around m p u s  holding hmds ... Feel fret to 
be demonstratively affectionatc. Try to wdk around crowded amis." Even though she had the option not to do the 
exercise, a student complained that the c o r n  hiid a "lesbian bias" and filed a sexuai hanssment cornplaint, Iater 
overturned, Depamnent Head lennifer WaeIti Waiters explainai the goal was 9 0  get Our students - mruiy of whom 
are white, heterosexud and middle-class - to have some sense of what it's Iike to be in othcr people's skins" (Canadian 
Prrss L995a: B5; Canadian Press 1995b: AS), On one hand, rdigious and othcr conxrvative activists accuse 
homoscxuds of exaggenting the degrce of anti-gay vioIence facing thtir commuaities - and of staging acts of violence 
in order to elicit public sympathy. On the other hrind, even when confiontcd by the facts. some heterosexuals daim 
rhey are king victimized by having to acknowIedge, much less consider, quer-bashing. 



a What are social and juridical responses to queer-bashing in Canada? 
To what extent has queer-bashing existed in Canada? 

a What various attempts have been made to quantifj queer-bashing in Canada? 
a Why does queer-bashing persist in Canada? 

What polices and practices can and should be implemented to reduce the h m  caused by 
queer-bashing? 

Chapter One, "Methodology," addresses the dificulties associated with the collection of data 

from queer populations. the way 1 designed and implemented my own national research project. 

as well as some of the pitfalls 1 ran into dong the way. Chapter Two. "Theory and the Law," 

looks at some wajs homosexuality is theorized in sociology, criminology. psychology and law. 

Chapter Three, "Queer Bashing and Homicides in Canada." describes over 300 crimes. and 

breaks the data down into several categories. Chapter Four, "Homophobia. Hate Crimes and the 

Criminal Justice System," is a cntical examination of the response to queer-bashing by 

legislatoa, bureaucrats. police, and prison authorities. Chapter Five, "Community Initiatives.'' 

juxtaposes that strategies of community activists with more traditional criminal justice 

appmaches. The conclusion will point to the most disturbing. the most positive. and the most 

problematic issues, and suggest new approaches for the future. 

Operational Definitions 

The American Psychological Association (1998) defines sesual onentarion as: 

... one of the four components of sexuality and is distinguished 
by an enduring emotional, romantic, sexual or affectionate 
attraction to individuals of a partîcular gender ... Three sexual 
orientations are comrnonly recognized: homosexual, attraction to 
individuals of one's own gender; heterosexual, attraction to 
individuals of the other gender. or bisexual, attractions to 
members of either gender. 

Each of the following terms has advantages and disadvantages, possessing different shades of 

meaning and "qualifications for membenhip": gay, queer, gay man, gay woman. lesbian. 

homosexual. tranntestite, cross-dresser, transsexual, transgender, transg ende red bisexua 1. 

Academics have negotiated this quagmire in different ways. Adam (1995) has remarked that, 

unlike social movements involving African-Arnencans or women, "the gay and lesbian 



movement is no unitary phenornenon but rather a collection of diverse social groups, competing 

schools of thought over fundamental questions of who homosexuaily interested people are and 

what the objectives of movement activity should be" (Adam 19%: 145). Over the past 30 years 

there has been a shift from a gay rnovement to a gay and lesbian movement to a gay. lesbian, 

b i ~ e - r ~ ~ l ,  transgendered (GLBT) movement to a queer movement. Kinsman ( L 996) finds 

homoentai to be rather clinical. and prefers gav when refemng to post-World War ïI sarne-sex 

identities. Mison (1992) suggests that homosenial sounds much more negative than gay, which 

he associates with an affirmative social movement. Mon (1994) sees the recent shift to queer 

from gay and lesbian as highly symbolic of a generationd split: "Gay politics ha been cast as 

flabby and reformist: the product of comfortable, middle-aged men holding to a tired, 1970s 

sexual agenda ... It is queer that now signifies youth, style and vibrancy" (Mort 1994203). 

MacDougall (1998) opts for homosexz~al. arguing that the term is more common in legal 

discourse than queer and is less cumbersome than gay. lesbian and bisexuai.' He admits chat 

homose.rua1 as a terrn "is unloved" (MacDougall 1995:19).' MacDougall also nsks ruffling 

feathers when he  admits that homose.wa1 is a convenient way to avoid the word lesbian. 

The terrns tramgender and tramgendered have become increasingly popular in the past 

ten years, and have become an umbrella for the following: pre-op and post-op male-to-fernale 

and femule-to-male transsexuals, as well as people who identify as drag queens, drag kings, male 

impersonators, female impersonarors, trawestites, cross-dressers, hermaphrodites and pan- 

se.wals, who presurnably transcend d l  previously-noted categones!' Obviously, 1 do not wish to 

' However, it is interesring to note the title he has chosen for his new book: Quccr Judgments. My impression is that 
academics sue coming under increasing pressure to "package" their "pmduct" with the queer label, even if they do not 
necessdy use the term in their d d y  Iives (sec dso Lahey 1999). 

It appcys to be upecially unIoved by the most reccnt genention of undergraduate studcnts. A colIeague and 1 have 
both been upbnided by studenu in their early twenties who felt that we were king condescendhg by using the terra 
"homosexud." M y  theory is that "homosexuai" has become inaeasingly comon among older people in the academy 
(graduate students and h l t y )  who have been mon influenced by the witings of Miche1 Foucault, whose English 
translations are lillcd with the word "homosexual," as opposai CO "gay" or "lcsbian." Usage of the tenn homosucuel in 
Frcnch is vcry common and Iess fnught with symboiism than uttering "homosexual<+ in English- 

However, dthough tmmgendered mrikes sense "in theory," the transsexual women 1 intcrviewed never r e f e d  ta 
themselves as L?mmgendcred." My sense is that they do not rcvci in being hcluied in a broad "gender-bendimg" 



"speak for" lesbians and the transgendered. Although 1 am most familiar with how violence 

affects gay men, the fact that 1 am neither lesbian nor transgendered does not deter me from 

gathenng information about violence affecting these comrnunities. For the purposes of this 

thesis, queer is the most convenient term to denote "all of the above," but it is also the most 

controversiai. One "gay" acadernic, who has published important articles on the subject of queer- 

bashing, observed: 

Not very fond of the term "queer," and it has not received 
general acceptance as of yet. 1 also disagree with some of the 
intendedlpurported purposes of its usage. In fact, I believe the 
different and unspecified communitiedidentities it refen to do 
not in many cases want to be perceived as a "whole," as they 
have different ideologies, beliefs, goals. and ways of 
accomplishing goais. As "gay" cm be argued to be male- 
identified, so too c m  "queer" be argued to be "youth" and 
"politically" identified. So how is that progress? (Interview 
with B, 1999) 

As Literature on the topic of this thesis proliferates, so do the terms to descnbe violent behaviour 

directed towards gays and lesbians. Anti-gay violence is obviously lirnited because i t omits 

references to lesbians. Anfi-gay and -1esbian violence and violence against lesbians and gay men 
L 

are not only unwieldy t e m ,  but omit reference to violence directed against the transgendered - 

who may not even be homosexual in their orientation. but whose victimization may be lumped 

into statistics tracking "anti-gay violence," since motives for targetting both groups may be quite 

simila. Sexual Orientation Victimization or SOV for short, also excludes the transgendered, 

which is technically a gender-identity category (see D'Augelli 1998). 1 will use gay-bashing or 

anti-gay violence to refer to violence against gay men; lesbian-barhing or anri-lesbion violence to 

refer to violence against lesbians; however, queer-bashing is the most convenient and inclusive 

term for the purposes of this thesis, and will be used to denote violence against gay men, lesbians, 

bisexuals, transsexauls and others perceived to be so. 

critegory. They have spent a lot of time and energy in thcir lives trying to be accepted as wornen, and arc mon 
cornfortable beimg known as a transsurual women. 

5 



QUEER METHODOLOGY 

Clearly, 1 codd not knock on the door of a suburban residence 
and Say, "Excuse me, 1 saw you engaging in a homosexual act in 
a tearoom Iast year, and 1 wonder if I might ask you a few 
questions?" 

- Laud Humphreys, Tearoorn Trade (1970:41) 

The 1970 publication of Laud Humphreys' study of surreptitious homosexual encounters in St. 

Louis public toilets generated a huge wave of controversy, effectively prying open the closet door 

and shining a Bashlight inside. It also shook the social science community to its core. Not since 

the 1963 Milgram experiments - in which research subjects were duped into adrninistenng what 

they thought were high voltages of electricity to actors posing as research subjects -- had the 

academy been so polarized (Palys 19%: 157- 160. 176- l77).* in effect. Humphries "inventer the 

concept of a "queer methodology," i.e. a methodology that attempts to rneasure the unmeasurable: 

highly closeted and secretive queer populations. In order to answer the two principal questions of 

this thesis - prevalence of queer-bashing in Canada and ways of preventing it - Humphries' 

approach to research makes us first ponder the following questions: 

Why is research on queer populations so problernatic? 
What are the ethicai dimensions of this type of research? 
Whnt are the limitations of this type of research? 
What is the most appropriate way to design a national research project on queer-bashing? 

THE DIFFICULTIES OF RESEARCHING THE QmER C O b ~ ~ T Y  

The presumed sexual orientation of research subjects 

B is very difficult to research queer populations whose numbea do not appear on any national 

census. Their degree of visibility is contingent on social, culturai and geographical factors. 

Martin and Dean (1993) draw a parallel between drug use and homosexuality: they both involve 

"not only pnvate behaviors but behaviors that are widely condernned and frequently carry senous 

' In fact, a coIleague punched Humphreys at an ademic  confrrence! 



social and legal ramifications" (Martin and Dean 1993:83). When Humphreys (1970) discovered 

that more than half his research subjects weie mamed, he reflected: 

Maybe. like some tearoom regulan, he will work with Boy 
Scouts in the evenings and spend much of his weekend at the 
church. It rnay be more surprising for the outsider to discover 
that most of these men are married (Humphreys 1970: 105). 

Although the sociai construction and regulation of homosexuaiity will be discussed in the next 

chapter, it is important to note that the way individuals construct their own same-sex behaviours 

affects how research is carried out. A lesbian interview subject "rnay build her emotiond. 

physical and sexual life with another woman and yet not identify as either lesbian or gay" (Ross 

1995: 18). Does this fact make the interview subject any "less" a lesbian? The whole concept of 

"passing" is reminiscent of ncialized apartheid systems: in the first half of the 20th century. fair- 

skinned mulattos from the American South rnigrated north. blending into the sociai fabric of 

industrialized cities. Berger (1992) speculates on the extent to which gay men atternpt to "pass." 

cornparing their b'outness" vis-à-vis networks of close fnends with their "outness" vis-à-vis 

networks of farnily and CO-workers. He found diat parents "were among those less likely to 

know" (Berger 1992:94). 

Hamy (1990) was dissatisfied with one of his previous studies that had concluded that 

only two percent of gay men were in heterosexual marriages (Harry 1982, quoted in Harry 

1990:91). Although Weinberg and Williams (1974, quoted in Harry 1990:91) had found 6.5 

percent of their sample of gay men were married, even this figure seemed to pale compared to 

Humphreys' figure of 54 percent. Harry notes that the best way to gather probability simples of 

the gay population is to include a question about the nspondent's sexuai orientation in a s w e y  

that is distributed broadly throughout the general population. However. two main obstacles are 

sample size and sensitivity: "... in a conventional probability sample of 1.500 households one 

would obtain around ... 30 males" (Hamy 1990:93) when using the Gebhard estimate of 4 percent 

of the population (Gebhard 1972:27, quoted in Harry 1990:92). in t e m  of the "sensitivity" of 



asking someone their sexual orientation, Harry argues that "we mutinely ask respondents about 

other sensitive issues such as their criminal histories and expenences with spousal abuse" (Harry 

1990:93). 

Innsibility and underreporting: "The dark-pink figure" 

The number of crimes that are never reported is often called the dark figure, which is contingent 

on many factors. While many crime victims have various reasons not to report a crime, "the 

homosexuai victim may be ashamed. unable to face police, and frightened of compIications 

threatening to his job or other aspects of his life that could arise as a result of making a 

complaint" (Sagarin and MacNamara 197514). JuIian Roberts, a Canadian expert on hate 

crimes, cites three reasons that the dark figure for hate crimes may be particularly hi&: fear of 

additional victimization, fear that the report will not be taken senously and. in the case of gay and 

lesbian victimization, fear of homophobic police attitudes (Roberts 1995:~). "Gay-bashing is 

probably the l e s t  likely to be reponed of al1 hate crimes. Gays and lesbians are less likely to 

trust the police than ûny other minority" (Interview with Roberts, May 11, 1999). As a Winnipeg 

officer commented: "It only comes to the attention of the police if the victim wys it was hate- 

related. It doesn't get talked about unless the victim doesn't mind if everyone knows" (Interview 

with S. May 21, 1999). Another officer reflected: "It's not so bad to Say to the police that you're 

gay, but then the question is, 'is rny lifestyle. my name and my family going to be dragged 

through court?"' (Interview with W. June 23, 1999). 

Problems associated with victimization surveys 

Since queer populations cannot be randomly sampled through the use of a census-based sampling 

frarne, non-probability or "opportunistic" sampiing is the most common procedure. For example, 

Comstock (1991) said the victimization surveys he studied were distributed through gay and 

lesbian media, organizations, networks, businesses and events; to a much lesser extent, college 

newspapers, events, municipal offices, women's organizations and the mainstream media were 

used (Comstock 199 l:34). However, ssurveying the queer cornmunity using non-probability 



samples presents a key problem: representativeness. Stanko and Curry (1997) are blunt: the 

widespread use of these surveys "provide only a crude picnire" because methodological problerns 

"plague" the projects (Stanko and Curry 19975 17)! For example, because of the stigma attached 

to homosexudity, "only a very select type of gay man would be willing to state his sexual 

preference or describe his sexual behavior during a brief screening interview" (Martin and Dean 

1993:85). Herek and Bemll (1992) point to victimization surveys whose samples are biased 

because of the way surveys are distributed (for example, at a meeting of gay anti-violence 

activists); other surveys may be biased simply because of the way they are worded: "the words 

gay or lesbian ... may discourage closeted respondents" (Herek and Bemll 19923274). 

Differing definitions What constitutes a homophobic attack? 

Even after they have been victimized. many queer respondents may not even acknowledge the 

abuse they have experienced as victirnization per se. Also, the word victimization "may bias the 

sarnple by discouraging respondenrs who have not themseives been victimized"(Herek and Bemll 

1992274). Although there is scant litenture on the experience of queer-bashing from the 

victim's perspective, some male sexual abuse victims denied or downplayed certain forms of 

abuse. rationalizing their victimiwtion by saying: 'That's what you get for taking chances ... 

Life's an experience" (Myen 1989:205, quoted in Parker 1990: 179).' An extensive survey of 

930 "homosexually active" British men concluded: 

Fantasies of the sexudly-forceful man. the pleasure of "being 
taken." and the excitement of power-driven sex are very 
comrnon in gay culture and pomognphy. Al1 these collective 
sexuai fantasies normalize sexual abuse ... providing motivation, 
justification and normalization for the assault (Hickson et al. 
l994:293). 

Harry (1990) found thai white, educated men bcnvem the aga of 25 and 45 are usually ovmepresented in surveys of 
the gay male community, probably because they are recnritcd h m  queer social sites that criter to this demognphic 
cluster. This trend pdIels an ovcnuppiy of educatcd reseatth subjects who penneate "both probabiiity and non- 
pmbability smples of rhe genaIl populdon" (Hamy 1990.H)). 

In 1997 one of my students told me that he had intenkwed a gay man who was raped by a rnan who bmke into his 
apartment The victim said thai his gay fiiends, instead of pmviding cmotional support, constantly repeated cnrdt sex 
jokes about the incident. 



What queers perceive to be a crime may, in fact, be radically different than what othen, including 

the police, constme as a crime. For example, the queer movement frarned the killing of popular 

San Francisco gay leader Harvey Milk in 1979 as an "assassination" (see Cornstock 1991:28), 

which came to symbolize the dangers facing outspoken queer public figures. More than 40,000 

marched in a candlelight vigil on the night of his death, and thousands rioted after the lenient 

sentence handed to police offiter Dm White (Cemstmk !99 E?). On the other hand, it is 

doubtful that White's supporters referred to Milk's death as an "assassination": over S100.000 

was raised for White's defence by police officen who wore "Free Dan White" T-shirts into the 

courtroorn (Shilts 1982:302, quoted in Comstock 199 128). 

A homicide detective. commenting on the killings of six gay men in Edmonton over a 12- 

year period, rejected the idea that there was my hate motivation: 'They al1 involved 

disagreements between lovers or sudden anger brought on by dcohol or dmgs ... none of them ... 

involved predatory motivation on the part of the accused ... more dong the lines of lovers' spats 

than defending thernselves from unexpected and unwarranted sexual advances ..." (Letter from R. 

June 9, 1999). A Crown prosecutor. discussing a case in which a gay man was stabbed to death. 

comrnented: "The accused's actions iifter the crime were more in keeping with the insanity 

defence than a "hate crime" (Interview with III, Apri120, 1999). 

Assuming the sema1 orientation of victims and perpetrators 

From a methodologicd viewpoint, assumptions made about the victirn's sexual orientation cm 

make queer-biishing analysis even more problematic. Hetemsexuals are sometirnes mistaken as 

hornosexuais and attacked. However, if a victim is not "out" to his family, should we 

automatically assume he's süaight? In Newfoundland, for example, a victim who was ashamed to 

say that he had been queer-bashed and robbed, cailed an ambulance from a seMce station, saying 

that he had 'YalIen." It was only several months later that police reaiized the gay motive. A 

suspect had been brought in for completely different reasons and had said to the police, "Are you 

questioning me about the gay-bashings?' As one queer activist put it, 'The victim denied he was 



beaten up because of his sexuality but the accused admitted to it. The victim denied that he was 

gay"(Interview with XX, May 25, 1999)! 

Sagarin and Macnamara acknowledge that the "sexual orientation of the victirn and 

offender ... is not atways ascertainable. It may be suppressed information, entirely unknown, or an 

unsubstantiated suspicion" (Saguin and Macnamara 1975: 14). Miller and Humphries lay out, in 

detail, the criteria used to determine the "homosexual lifestyles" of the victims they studied. 

Fint, they only chose victims where there was strong evidence that the victim was hornosexual; 

second, they chose only cases "where the crime was related to the victim's homosexual Mestyle"; 

finally, they excluded "dl cases where the nature of the Lifestyie was not indicated or where the 

degree of the victim's homosexual identity was unclear," including victims in prison (Miller and 

Humphreys 1980: 174). Robson (1995) is concemed about the criteria used to "theorize" lesbians 

in the crirnind justice system. She questions the methodology used in an article in The Advocare 

clairning that, out of 41 women on death row in the US, seventeen are "implicated" as lesbians 

(Brownworth 199262-64, quoted in Robson 1995:185). Robson points out that only a few of 

those women have consistently maintained their lesbian identities on death row, which are 

probably reconstructed "to compon with identities that maximize the chance of survival" (Robson 

19%: 185). 

The problematic nature of interactions between victims and perpetrators 

Sometimes queer-bashing happens randornly to people who are walking d o m  the Street, simply 

minding their own business. Police have known for years that queer neighborhoods are magnets 

for predaton; both gay and straight men are at ris& by sirnply walking alone on Church St. in 

Toronto. Attacks can be viggered by a single glance or a verbal exchange. However, an 

ovenvhelming nurnber of cases andyzed in this thesis are less clearcut, CO-mingled with tales of 

prostitution, robbery, public sex, dmgs and alcoho1, rape, gangs, skinheads and authonty figures. 

Cleatly, with so many different aggravating factors, we need to be rnindful of the relationship 

between victim and perpetrator. To create one single category - Queer Victim - and another 



single category - Queer Basher - will not be as helpful as facing the complex and varied settings 

in which the Basher and the Sashed often find themselves. 

Although his list now appears somewhat dated, Reiss (1962) describes where "queers" 

and "peers" meet: "... Street corners. public parks. men's toile ts... parks or hotels. and 'second' 

and 'third-nid movie houses" (Reiss 1962:105). Many of the "queers" he observed did not 

appear to participate in any overt or covert homosexual groups (Reiss 1962:107). Humphreys 

(1970) describes a terrifying episode that he and two other men endured while they were locked 

inside a public toilet and bombarded with Stones from al1 sides: "Al1 of us were a Iittle more 

convinced that the teen-ager is a source of danger" (Humphreys 1970:99). Swigert et al. (1976) 

analyzed two lund "sexual homicide" cases involving homosexuals. In the first, a "consensual 

homosexual relationship," a 25-year-old married man killed an older man with whom he was 

secretly having a relationship. In the second, a "homosexual sadistic homicide." a 24-year-oId 

man picked up an o1der man at a bus station, went back to the victim's apartment, had sex, 

plunged an ice-pick into the victim's head, and then robbed the house. In both cases the killers 

appeared to be very unstable and paranoid about âheir own homosexual impulses, although these 

points are never addressed in the article (Swigen et al. 1975393-5). 

Miller and Humphreys (1980) observed that 42% of the victims killed were "overt 

homosexuals" who frequented gay-identified areas and were killed by gangs. In contrast, only 

12% of the covert group met a sirnilas fate" (Miller and Humphreys 1980: 177). Hany (1982) 

suggests that "fag-bashing" is linked both to public sex and "the frequency with which a gay man 

visiü places culturally defined as deviant, such as gay bars, or ... a known gay neighborhood" 

(Harry 1982552). In his article about homosexual murder victirns, "Chicken Kills Hawk." van 

Gemen (1994) plays with the stereotype of the "chickenhawk," i.e. the older gay man labeled as 

predator - and describes how older men are victimized In Comstock's (1991) research, cnlising 

areas account for 18% of the bashing incidents against gay men, but for only 2% of the bashing 

incidents against Iesbians. Reports of bashings that occurred in one's own home had similar 



rates: 17% for men and 18% for women (Comstock 1991:49). Gay men and lesbians both 

reported that 66% of their attackes were strangen (Comstock 199157). In a study of 

homosexually-active men who were sexually assaulted. out of 212 non-consensual sex acts 

between men, prior consensual sexual activity had occuned in 29% of the cases. Respondents to 

a Monmeai lesbian magazine survey described the percentage of perpetrators of the following 

crimes 5vho were bown to them: ;?ssault (IOO%); robhery (63%); and threats (67%) (Méthot et 

Théberge 19965 1). In a review of homophobic crimes in Montreal over an 18-month penod the 

perpetrator was listed as "unknown" in only 25.6 8 of the cases (Dire Enfin la Violence 

1997: 18). 

A BC judge appeared to have difficulty understanding the kinky pleasures of consensual 

gay sex. When a gay man was stabbed 117 times by a man who had responded to a persond ad 

for a "free massage." the victim's penchant for rough vade was laid bare; in the courtroorn it was 

revealed that the victirn had had consensual sex with several hundred men. The defence impiied 

thot the victim had been "running a brothel"; even the judge asked for clarification "on what kind 

of activity was going on" at the house (Interview with FFF, March 27, 1999). However, 

according to one of the victim's best friends, no money changed hands: 

He was rarely in relationships and would aiways fall for 
gorgeous straight guys. He would have a lot of casual sex, and 
had a unique system. He was short, balding, and didn't fit into 
the club scene. He started with personai ads in magazines. He 
would offer massage for straight and bi-curious guys. He had a 
great set-up going. On his cornputer he had a checklist which 
sorted out everyone, and was able to screen out cails. 

Clearly. these violent crimes, which will be examïned in more depth in Chapter Five, fa11 into a 

grey area: 1s the victim really being assaulted because he's gay, or are other factors at play? Gay 

lawyer Ken Smith cornplains that Vancouver police do not take assaults seriously if they find that 

a gay victim willingly dlowed the perpetrator into his apartment: 'The implication is that we are 

the makers of our own destiny" (Janoff 1995:lO). The following poster distributed in Toronto 

gay bars demonstrates how "pick-up crime" has become a community concem: 



Assaulted or robbed by someone you picked up? 
You can do something about it. 

REPORT IT! 

The poster also gives tips on how to be "Date Safe": "Find out who he is"; "Introduce him to 

othen"; "Gethix  your own drinks"; and 'Tnist your instincts" (The 519 Church St. Community 

Centre). A queer activist in Hamilton said that people have corne forward "6 or 7 times" to tell 

him they've been bashed. but "four or five of thern admitted they fanned the flames" (Interview 

with W. Apnl27. 1999). In Vancouver. five drunk men shouted, "Are you a fucking faggot?'to 

a drunk gay man walking home from a bar on Davie Street. The victim stopped and said, "1 beg 

your pardon?" When they repeated their obscenity. the victim said, "And what if 1 was?"e 

five men irnmediately lunged on the man. then continued their rampage at a gay café next door, 

attacking customen, and a riot ensued. Davie Street was shut down. and sevenl people. 

including the onginai victim. were hospitdized. In the end. only one of the five assailants was 

convicred, but was not jailed (Janoff 199554; Takhar 1996). 

DESIGNING A NATIONAL RESEARCH PROJECT 

Noted queer theonst Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick (1990) lays out her own blueprint f ~ r  social inquiry 

by analyzing the silent discounes that flow from closetedness: "...the relations of the closet - the 

relations of the known and the unknown. the explicit and the inexplict around homo/heterosexual 

definition - have the potential for k ing  peculiarly revealing" (Sedgwick 1990:3). In my 

research, the gaps of knowledge were just as revealing as the information 1 was able to gather. 

The queer population does not show up in Statistics Canada reports; queen appear loath to report 

assaults linked to their sexual orientation - and even when they do, the hate-crime record- 

keeping systems of many police departments are spotty or nonexistent. Victimization surveys 

that do exist are not representative of the queer population, no matter how well-intentioned their 

goals are. 1 used five main sources to collect information on queer-bashing in Canada. 



Books, journal articles, and unpublisbed academic papea 

Scholarly inquiry into queer issues appears to be most active in the humanities, with emphasis on 

representation. In law and the social sciences, queer theory is now quite popular, and focuses on 

the regulation, stigmatization and govemance of queer populations, and queer strategies of 

resistance. Although detailed analyses of victirnization surveys have been mainstays for the past 

decade, an exciting new critical discourse on the social construction of the queer victirn has 

emerged (see especially Jenness and Broad 1994; Jenness 1995; Jenness and Broad 1997). 

Unfortunately, there is very linle academic material that addresses the phenornenon of queer- 

bashing in Canada in the past two decades (but see Casswell 1996; Faulkner 1999; Cey 1999: 

MacDougaIl 1998; Petersen 1991). Mainstream introductory crime and deviance textbooks 

typically ignore the issue of queer-bashing. In Conadian Criminology. a fint-year criminology 

textbook. there is a single mention of "homosexudity" in its 1 l-page index, and a one-paragnph 

discussion of homosexuaiity in the 450-page text (Jackson and Griffiths 1995: 129). Similady. in 

Dangerous Domains: Violence against wornen in Canada by Holly Johnson (1996) there is no 

mention of lesbians or hornosexuals in the index. In general. rnost of the academic materid on 

queer-bashing used in this thesis onginares in the US, with some European and Ausvalian 

articles. 

Media reports 

In this category 1 include articles from mainstream and alternative newspapers, as well as 

transcripts from radio. television and films. Regiond newspapers and newsletten serving the gay 

and lesbian community are often the oniy source of information for bashing incidents? These 

On the other hmd, the mainstrram media sornetimcs publish articles on qucer-bashing that are ncither mentioned in 
the queer media, nor ernbraccd by queer activists: in Hamilton, the police deparirnent's task force on gay and lesbian 
issues discusscd a rnainstrcam newspapcr report about an elderly, marricd and doseted Christian h m  the US who had 
been seen inviting men h m  a porno movie d e  to his hotel m m  @unphy 1997). Later, the naked victim was 
found dead of a fiactud skull and robbed, wîth signs of a stniggle. "WC discussed this use on the task force. There 
was no ownmhip of the issue in the gay community. The tom in the media was. 'What was ihis religious man doing?' 
'ïhere wasn't a ndicaily dif'ferent tone with the Task Force" (Mulktwich 1999). 



publications dso serve as watchdogs, presenting alternative viewpoints on violence that do not 

make it into the mainstream media. For exarnple, in Halifax the local queer press 

... would print stories about trials where the truth was being 
distorted ... where the perspective of the mainstream media was 
fostenng the assumption that gay men who cruise or gay and 
lesbian people who are beaten up or killed for their sexuality 
were somehow deserving of it. The [mainstream] media most 
often projected the assumption that the homosexual in any story 
involving violence had provoked the assault (Interview with 
W. May 25, 1999). 

Four years ago I began clipping micles on queer-bashing somewhat haphzardly from the local 

queer and mainstream media? The managing editor of Xtra West, British Columbia's major queer 

newspaper. did a database search for me. which increased my collection of articles significantly. 

Unfortunately, 1 was not able to do a similar search for articles in the other two major queer 

English-language newspapers that serve the Ottawa and Toronto communities. nor was 1 able to 

access major queer publications in Quebec. However. 1 did get access to other queer newspaper 

clippings from the people I inter~iewed." To capture data From mainstream newspaper articles I 

used the three databases available to me at the S N  libnry: The Globe and Mail, Newsdisk. and 
k 

CBCA. The key-word search process was extremely timetonsurning. This is because stories 

about queer-bashing can appear in many cornbinations: aithough 1 knew 1 would never be able to 

find articles about queer-bashing in which sexual orientation was never mentioned, 1 was able to 

find many by casting an extremely wide net, and then nmowing my search from there. I 

eventuaily carne up with over 400 articles, based on a search using the following key words, 

including epithets that I hypothesized might be contained in quotations attributed to homophobes: 

gay or gays or homo or homos or homophob* or homosex* or 
queer or queers or fag or fags or faggot* or lesbian* or dyke or 
dykes or man-hat* or drag queen* or trann* or transvest* or 
transgend* or cross dresserC or transexual* or transsexual* 
AND 

-- 

As a journalist. 1 published articles on the topic of queer-bashing fiom 1992 to 1996. 
'O In smaller communities, queer activists and quecr journaiists ofttn Wear the same hat. Activist/journalisfs in Calgary, 
Halifftx and Saskatoon providai me with materiai h m  their archives that 1 would have neva k n  able to m e s s  h m  
my tibnry, or fimm the internet, 



kill* or violen* or kniP or victim* or murdep or death* or 
dead* or die* or death* or homicide* or beat* or bash* or 
attack* or shoot* or shot or kick* or assault* or asailant* or 
slash* or stab* or rnanslaughter 

Using this system, I was able to capture articles that would have othenvise gone unnoticed. 

However. some of the articles raise even more questions about what constitutes a queer-bashing. 

To demonstrate this point, 1 have included excerpts of articles about three Ontario incidents: 

An autopsy found she had drowned and that the imprints on her neck were left by a would-be 
strangler. Both women were Parkdale hookers, both were lesbians, and both were addicted to 
crack cocaine (Welsh and Brazao 1994). 
Trouble started in the Little Memphis tavern Iuly 19, 1992, when one of a group of four men 
'was heard to shout: "Are you calling me a queer?'(Canadian Press 1997a). 
One of the dogs that mauled Joe Peters to death more than a week iigo has been put down, the 
victim's lawyer said last night at a mernoriai service ... Peters was a man with a twinkle in his 
eye who had s special gift because he was a homosexual (Gallop 1995). 

From the limited information in these anicles. it is impossible to know the motives behind these 

anacks. We don't know with cenainty if these people were queer-bashed; however. at the same 

tirne we don't not know they were queer-bashed. Since one of the problems with queer-bashing 

research is that many incidents are never reported. we should not disrniss these incidents out of 

Criminal and civil cases 

Criminal and civil cases provided details of some incidents not accessible by other methods; the 

cases are listed at the end of the thesis. For example, three homicides (Butler 1995; Stewart 

1995; and KJM..] 1993) and a brutal assault (Carokan 1995) were not picked up in my media 

search; the only way 1 found out about these incidents was by using the QuickLaw database. 

Interviews 

1 interviewed 60 people during a four-month penod, including victims. queer activists. criminal 

justice personnel, academics. journalists, and other people affected by queer-bashing. This was 

the most timeconsuming aspect of rny research, but also the most rewarding because it gave me 

an opportunity to engage with other concerned citizens on the topic. 1 contacted ar Ieast one 

person from the queer community and one person from the criminal justice system in each major 



city across Canada. This snowball method led to contacts in other cities and toms where I was 

having dificulty finding people to interview. To cover the whole country, 1 divided the country 

into 30 regions. (See Appendix A.) 

After compiiing a list of suitable intewiew subjects and ascertaining addresses and phone 

and fax numben - but before conducting the interviews - 1 sent individuai letters (Appendix B) 

and an Individualized set of epen-ended questions [Appendix C), which also included a consent 

form (Appendix D). If one person whom 1 approached was unable to respond, they often 

forwarded my request to othen. In Edmonton, for example, a police inspector with whom 1 had 

had a more general discussion about hate crimes forwuded more specific questions to r homicide 

detective, who then faxed me additional information. Out of over twenty police departments, 

only one department outrightly refused to respond to my request for information, and sent me a 

letter to that effect (Appendix E). Some departments called me back within houn of receiving my 

request. In a few other police departments representatives engaged me wamily over the phone, 

but were unwilling to provide any specific data - even though some said that it did exist - and 

later would not return phone cdls. Ii often taok up to ten phone calls to conclude just one 

interview and some interviews took months to set up. 

What makes this project unique are the insights and nw data gleaned from Canada's far- 

flung queer communities. While my cover letten to police departments tended to focus on my 

academic background, letten to the queer comunity (Appendix F) and sepante interview 

questions (Appendix G) made a point of mentioning my personal undentanding of the queer 

cornmunity." In my hundreds of interactions, 1 was treated brusquely by s few people. while 

some people's attitudes shocked me. However, by and large 1 was overwhelmed by the positive 

" For exampIe, while talking to a gay journalist in London, Ontario about the best way to contact London's local quœr 
organizaîion, he asked me: "Are you gay?" in retrospect, 1 don3 believe I would have been able to gain acccss to 
these Ïndividuds and matcriais if 1 hadn't k n  a quecr activist. In tht middle of my research, 1 twk what amounted to 
an almost one-year hiatus when I was elected to the board of Canada's only national gay and lesbian rights 
organizaiion, EGALE, where I ch& the Politid Action Cornmittee. From chis vantage point 1 got a close inside 
view of quetr politics in Canada ruid was also able to locate and communicate with queer activists in each province and 
territory of Canada - a perspective that would have been impossible had I cemained squmly "on the hill." 



reaction to my project; when 1 thanked people for providing me with information, they would 

then thank me, stating that "somebody's got to do this." When I requested gay-bashing statistics 

from the poüce department in Hamilton, the community relations coordinator spent days 

compiling a report that detailed crimes dating back fifteen years. A Calgary source prepared a 

30-page report on his comrnunity and faxed it to me. In the end, 1 felt honoured to have been so 

wel I -received, 

'%¶isceiianeous" information 

This final category of information is a collection from disparate sources. The more interviews 1 

conducted, the more pieces of information 1 was sent. After a while it becme very difficult to 

keep track of it and to access it from my files. Much of this information is one-of-a-kind; 

imbedded within these documents are snippets of data which. when seen as a whole, pmvide a 

unique picture of queer-bashing in Canada. The materials 1 classified included: reports. 

correspondence, statistics. bnefs, submissions, information downloaded from websites, 

newsletters, public relations materiais, minutes and records kept by individuais and organizations. 

posters, training and procedural manuals, and legal documents. 

One problern 1 ran into in the course of my interviews was that the wording of some of 

my questions was too vague; in the answers some people apprmimated the freqtiency of incidents 

rather than citing m c t  incidents. To counter this, I wrote back to my interview subjects 

(Appendix H) aild included "incident clarification sheets" (Appendix 1), specificaily designed for 

queer-bashing incidents that had been mentioned in passing but not mentioned in a case, a police 

record, an article, or a report. 

Putthg it aii together 

Once my data began to pour in, any doubts I had had about the widespread occurence of queer- 

bashing in Canada were laid to rest. But what to do with such an ovenvhelming amount of 

material? It was difficult deciding how far back 1 should go. Finaiiy, 1 made the arbitrary decision 

to consider only incidents that occurred Mer Jan. 1. 1990. Regarding the actual location of 



specific incidents, 1 had originally proposed to look at queer-bashing from a national perspective 

while focusing on four specific communities: Ottawa, Montreal. Toronto. and Vancouver. 

However, through snowball sampling I had been in contact with a gay man in Newfoundland 

bashed in jail. and a lesbian from Victoria who had witnessed her friend being stabbed in a queer 

discotheque. Because these individuals helped to answer my prirnary research questions, 1 

decided 1 ghould inchde their stories nonetheless. The best strateey. 1 decided. was to cast my 

net widely, knowing that in each community 1 would not always be able to find al1 categories of 

interview subjects. By taking this broad approach across the country, 1 found that 1 was able to 

corne up with a comprehensive picture of queer-bashing in Canada. 

The next step was to locate the homicides and queer-bashing incidents in time and space. 

ui Appendix #3. 1 collected five types of information about each queer-bashing incident: the 

region in which it occurred, using the numbering code found in Appendin A: the exact or 

appmximate date of the incident; the references used to pinpoint this incident; a description of the 

incident; and a series of codes. which helped me analyze different aspects and issues arising from 

these cases; Appendix #1 is a key to the codes used in Appendix #3." k 

Appendix #4 presents ten types of information about the homicides: (1) the region in 

which it occurred, and the date that either the homicide occurred or the body was found; (2) the 

name and approximate age of the victim(s); (3) the name and approximate age of each of the 

accuseds; (4) what the accused was charged with; (5) what the accused pleaded; (6) what the 

accused was convicted o c  (7) what the accused was sentenced to; (8) references used to pinpoint 

this incident; (9) a description of the incident; and (10) a series of codes, whose key c m  be found 

in Appendix #2." 

I2 The nfcrences in Appendix #3 am abbreviated CO wve space on the table. They are CO be used in tandem with the list 
of cases and the bibliognphy at the end of this thesis, both of which givcs full, detaiIed referenccs of al1 the materid 
used to compile these incidents. 
" Most of the cases have a spc~ific date aitached to hem. Howevcr, in S o m  cawr, beaux I had mn out of the the 
and cesources neccssary to fïnd the c x m  date, 1 have Listed a month. a year, or a part of the decade in a few cases. 



Community/ethical concerns 

Because of the stigma attached to lesbianism. Ross (1995) comments that "most researchers who 

have interviewed lesbians have found it necessary to deploy sophisticated mechanisms in order to 

safepard the identities of their subjects" (Ross 1995: 18). However, when Ross interviewed her 

subjects, giving them the choice of anonymity. al1 but one insisted on using her own name, "to 

combat invisibility, and to replace shame with pride" [personal communicntion, Apnl 4, 2000). 

Keeping this in mind, 1 designed my consent form in such a way as to give my interview subjects 

the choice of naming themselves publicly. The reason behind this is essentially political. a 

sa tegy  designed to combat the oppression of the closet by creating a public record of Canadians 

who are fighting to expose homophobic violence. Ten out of 60 of my subjects chose anonymity. 

The name of one individual's community was obscured.'" 

Although queer-bashing victims made up a small percentage of my interviews. I felt 

uneasy while discussing traumatic events with them. i am not a therapist and was afraid that I 

would upset thern by stirring up unpleasant memones. Some vicrims were still in a lot of pain, 

while others had completely blocked it. Sorne were politicized by it. while others appeared 

sullied and defeated - ovenvhelmed with a shame that rape victims sometimes descnbe. A well- 

educated. successful community leader, recounting an incident thm occurred to him. said, "1 felt 

Iike a piece of scum. 1 felt like a piece of din." I don? enjoy making people say these things, 

even if this project is for a greater good. Despite repeated requests, the Calgary Police would not 

release any of their stats on hate crimes. However, someone in the community released them to 

me on condition that the penon remain anonymous. The reason police used not to release the 

staü was, this penon claimed, because "the ncking system had not been in place long enough to 

make comparative studies." 

'*The person. who is an "out" activist in a smaller Canadian city, has recentiy been threatened and staiked. The person 
did not wish to be n d ,  f e n g  for the safety of Ioved ones, but 1 also felt it nectssary to cake e x a  prewutions by 
not mentionhg h c  person's gender or province. The person, who works very hard on queer issues in the community. 
said, "We un't cake the chance- I don? h o w  what kind of fncnds [the perpetrator] has. The ftat isn't for rny own 
safety. It's for my partner and the chiIdren." 



CHAPTER TWO 

SOCIAL THEORY, HOMOPHOBIA AND THE LAW 

Surely it is fantastic to think that enactment of the proposed 
reform would impel hordes of individuals immediately to discard 
their current heterosexual inclinations and activities for a life of 
homosexuality, thus precipitating the decline and eventual 
demise of the conventiond family and of civilization as we know 
it (Schur 1965: 110-1 11). 

Why does queer-bashing take place? A complex grid of social forces have given rise to this 

phenornenon. This chapter will examine sociological and criminologicd litentwe, as well as 

psychological and legai theories chat analyze homophobia and the regulation of sexuality. 

Social control pre-20th century 

Pfohl(1994) examines demonism in the Middle Ages. when "gay men were often bound together 

as kindling or 'faggots' and used to ignite the pyres" built to bum "witches." a goup that 

included widows and spinsten - women who rejected conventional forms of mamage (Hohl 

1994:38). There have been two principle theoretical rpproaches to sexuality in the p s t  150 

years: the naturalist epistemology that classifies and describes different sexual fonns, and the 
b 

psychodynamic episternology, with its essentiaiized view of sexuality as an overpowenng force 

(Weeks 198 12). Ironically. the early sexologists like Havelock Ellis became "powerful agents in 

the organisation and potential control of the sexual behavioun they sought to describe" (Weeks 

1981:152). The first text on homosexuality, Ellis's S e m l  Inversion (1896), was targetted by the 

authonties as an obscene publication. As a direct result. hundreds of men and wornen wrote to 

Ellis to describe their homosexual expenences (Weeks 1981:61). Meanwhile, the three a i d s  of 

Oscar Wilde in 1895 exported the concept of homosexuality to the farthest reaches of the globe. 

The Hrrtory of Sexuality 

How did people corne to see thernselves as sexual "subjects"? How did this strategy of sexual 

regulation evolve? Many social control theorists have turned to the writings of Michel Foucault, 

a gay French philosopher who died of AIDS at the height of the epidemic in 1984. Cenaal to 



much of Foucault's work is the concept of powerhowledge. the idea that power and knowledge 

are inextricably linked: "...there is no power relation without the correlative constitution of a 

field of knowledge. nor any knowledge that does not presuppose and constitue at the same time 

power relations" (Foucault 1977:27). 

In 1978, the English translation of La Volonré de Savoir was published as The History of 

Sexualizy. volume 1. Foucault argues that discourse on sexuality began spreading through Europe 

in the 16th century, when the Council of Trent issued a set of guidelines to be used in the 

confession box, inciting the individual "to produce a proliferating oration on the state of his sou1 

and the lusts of his body" (Dreyfus and Rabinow 1982: 175). By the 19th century. sexuality 

emerged as an important instrument in the spread of bio-power, heralded by "an explosion of the 

numerous and diverse techniques for achieving the subjugation of bodies and the controI of 

populations" (Foucault 1978: 140). Sex was a force so powerful and dangerous it needed to be 

policed and administered on two fronts: by objectifying the body and by targetting the population 

as a whole. The laner procedure had already begun to occur in the 18th century; "the deployment 

of alliance" was a strategy. founded on the religious and legal obligations of maniage, to 

document details on fertility. contraception, pregnancy and other sexual activities - ostensibly, 

out of concern for the welfare of the population (Foucault 1978: 106-1 10). Foucault rejects the 

"repressive hypothesis." the myth that a new economic order led to sexual repression by the late 

19th century; on the contrary, never in history had there been more incitement to talk about sex 

and to study it (Foucault 1978:3-13). He also mocks sexual liberationists: "...we are conscious of 

defying established power ... we know we are being subversive ... Tomorrow sex will be good 

again" (Foucault 1978:7). In their efforts to "free" the masses, they unwittingly obscure the 

"larger deployment of modem power" (Dreyfus and Rabinow 1982: 130). 

Individuals were encouraged to confess to other authority figures, including doctors, 

psychiatrisu and social scientists. The shift to a dinical setting meant that hidden sexual 

fantasies and practices could now be expressed in medical ternis, "as though it were an area of 



parcicu1a.r pathological fragility in human existence" (Foucault 1980:191). What resulted was a 

power relationship that required an authority to interpret what the subject said. Bio-power spread 

through these specialists. who claimed to be making people healthy. Any resistence to these 

experts then reinforced the need for even more experts in the field: "...power advanced ... while 

its target expanded. subdivided, and branched out. penetrating further into reality (Foucault 

1978:42). The deployment of sexuality followed four overlapping strategies. creating a 

multiplicity of medical anomalies which then required management. Fint. the "hystenzation" of 

women's bodies, considered to be saturated with sexuality; women were subjected to medical 

practices and placed within a rigid social and domestic framework. Second, the "pedagogization" 

of children's sex: bio-power controlled children's bodies by fint constructing child sexuality. Lin 

the 19th century, child masturbation was constmcted as a major social threat throughout Europe, 

"necessitating" surveillance and even the cauterization of the clitoris. Third, the "socialization of 

procreative behavior," which normaiized heterosexual monogamy while placing the sexuality of 

children, insane people and crirninals under increasing scrutiny and produced the 

"psychiatrization of perverse pleasures," which created a whole new universe of sexual 

anomalies: "misoscophiles. gynecomasts, presbyophiles, sexoesthetic iovens, and dyspareneunist 

women" (Foucault 1978: 1 W-5.43). These developments coincided with the ascendancy of social 

Darwinisrn and eugenics. 

The label of "perverty' was now "scientifically" estabtished: "corrective rechnologies 

were applied ... the body, the new sexud science and the demand for regulation and surveillance 

were connected" (Dreyfus and Rabinow 1982: 173). Sodomy. for example, was a law based on a 

biblical injunction that had been only sporadically enforced; sarne-sex relations became 

"pathologized" under the nibric of "homosexuaiity," which soon led to cures and incarcerations. 

Foucault points out that "the sodomite had been a temporary aberration; the homosexual was now 

a species" (Foucault 1978:44). However, now that the homosexual had become something 

unique, a ''reverse discourse" was also possible, allowing the labeled peaon to resist corrective 



technologies being applied to the body: " ... homosexuaüty began to speak in its own behalf, to 

demand that its legitimacy or 'nanirality' be acknowledged, ofien in the same vocabulary, using 

the same categones by which it was medically disquaiified" (Foucault 1978: 10 1). 

Social cont rol and func tionalism 

Foucault's andysis is very useful in elucidating the origins of sexual regulation in the 19th 

century - and how these procecses continue to this day In the fonn of queer-bashing. Foucault's 

appmach to sexuality has formed the backbone of today's queer theory, which subverts previous 

notions of gender and sexual identity. However, in order to undentand what queer theory is 

rebelling against, it is important to consider how the 20th century's major schools of social theory 

have evolved. 

At the dawn of the 20th century, sociologists wondered "how humans could act 

cooperatively and civilly once released frorn the gently restraining bonds of the primary group" 

(Meier 198238). Edward A. Ross, who published Social Control in 1901, believed thrit society as 

a whole created "its own order by channeling the behavior of its members into orderly relations" 

(Meier 1982:37). By the 1920s. the term sociai control emerged as a centrai renet, focusing "on 

the capacity of a sociai organization to regulate itself' (Janowitz 1985:84). Sociology and social 

control appeared to be synonymous: ''The table of contents of books on sociai conuol read like a 

litany of topics in sociology - institutions, education, iaw, family. religion, authority, public 

opinion. mass communications ..." (Meier i982:4 1). B y the 1 WOs, a nvrower conception of 

social control had corne into play: a series of independent variables that produced conformity and 

nom cornpliance. By 1951, when Parsons published The Socid Sysrem, sociai control had 

becorne central to the functionalist perspective - the idea that deviance functioned to define and 

maintain societal n o m ,  thereby producing the need for sociai control. On a more critical note. 

conflict theorists, concemed with increasing political repression in the 1950s, saw social control 

"as a set of dependent variables" and began examining more formai, coercive means of control 

(Meier 1982:44,47). 



Labeling, radical and ferninist theories 

As the repressive nature of institutions came under scrutiny during the social upheaval of the 

1960s, the univenity provided a fitting environment for this paradigm shift. A more sophisticated 

social analysis emerged, pointing up the "process by which rules are created that in turn provide 

the necessary, but not the sufficient, conditions for rule-breaking" (Meier 198247). As Becker 

observed. "...social proups create deviance 6~ making the rules whose infractions constiture 

deviance, and by applying these rules to particular people and Iabeling them as outsiders" (Becker 

1963:9). instead of simply looking at the behaviour of a person deemed to be deviant, 

cnminologists began to study the labelling process itself, the "...conùnuously shaped and 

reshaped outcorne of social interaction ... the theoretical perspective of symbolic intenctionism" 

(Schur 197 1:8). implicit in this analysis was the social construction of deviance. The publication 

of 'The Homosexual Role" by Mary Mchtosh in 1968 represented a tuming point in the 

theorization of homosexuality, and coincided with an increasingly vocal gay nghts movement. 

The labeling/intenctionist concept of "secondary deviance" turned Parsons* theories upside 

down: cenual to this perspective was Lemert's observation "that the reverse idea (i.e. social 

control leads to deviance) is equally tenable and the potentially ncher premise for studying 

deviance in modem society" (Lemert 1972:ix). This reconceptualization gave nse to a host of 

ethnographies; Schur (1965) argued that homosexuality was the prime exmple of a "victirnless 

crime." In 1972, Stan Cohen published Folk Devils and Moral Panics: n e  crearion of rhe modî 

and the rockers, a case study that examines both the nature and the efect of societal reaction: 

A condition, episode, peaon or gmup of pesons emerges to 
become defined as a threat to sociecd values and interests; its 
nature is presented in a stylized and stereotypical fashion by the 
mass media; the moral barricades are manned by editors, 
bishops, politicians and other right-thinking people; socially 
accredited experts pronounce their diagnoses and solutions ... 
(Cohen 1980:9). 

In the 1970s and 1980s, left-wing theorists - including ''radical," "critical," "Manüst*" ' U f t  

realist,'* "state theory" and "the New Criminology" - began to object to the following 



characteristics of interactionism: the focus on subjective meanings (as opposed to matenal 

factors); the emphasis on individual, as opposed to structural. considerations; and the reticence to 

mount broadside attacks on "power structures. ruling classes, dominant institutions and 

ideologies. systemic sources of discrimination and oppression" and social policy (Edwards 

1985:32-33). For these theonsts. social conaol has the following charactenstics: it is the raison 

d'être of capitalisrn. and is synonymous with state control: the law is selectively enforced against 

the underclass; force is used "to repress opposition" and "the state manipulates the 

consciousnesses of workers duough the mass media." fostering the fiction that ail citizens live in 

a system of equal opportunity (Meier 1982:48). Welfare temporarily placates "the surplus 

population essential for capitalisr expansion and developrnent" (Piven and Cloward 197 1. quored 

in Meier L982:49). 

Feminist theones from this era contain elements of both labeling theory and Marxisrn. 

confronting the way human nature and male/female differences are explained, and the way 

"society is conceptualised." inciuding "relationships between class and gender, capitalism and 

patriarchy." and institutions (Edwards 198853). While early Marxist feminists focused on the 

significance of women's reproductive capacities, socialist feminists began to use a more complex 

analysis of structural contexts. since these are the areas that affect women most profoundly: the 

sexual division of labour. the institutions of marriage and farnily, and the socialization of women 

in terms of "monogamy. motherhood and heterosexuality." as well as the impact of male-oriented 

violence (Edwards 1988:SS-58). 

Masculinity and its discourses 

A growing number of men have developed poststructural theones about masculinity. Re-reading 

criminological theory, it becornes immediately clear that one of the most obvious questions - 
why men and boys commit aimost d l  crime - is ignored. When the issue of gender is raised, the 

question is always about why women commit so little crime: "...crirninologists have reiied 

ultimately upon an essentialist framework to explain the high rate of crime for men and boys ... a 



natural distinction ... between men and wornen" (Messerschmidt 1993: 15). For example, Parsons 

viewed sex roles between men and women as complementary and hanno~ous,  shedding light on 

his belief that the "prohibition of homosexuality has the function of reinforcing the differentiation 

of sex roles" (Parson and Bales 1955: 103, quoted in Messerschmidt 1993: 18). Messerschmidt 

also scrutinizes ferninist theones, including the claim that "the universal system of patriarchy is 

maintained through heterosexual ity and sexual violence - rape. wi fe beatine, w Xe npe, 

incestuous assault, sexual harassrnent and pomography ... gender derives from sexual dominance, 

not vice versa*' (MacKinnon 1989, quoted in Messerschmidt 1993:42). However. using this 

logic, "al1 heterosexual women are victirns and ail heterosexual men are rapists" (Messerschmidt 

1993:42). Essentialized concepts of patriarchy 'explain away real variations in the construction 

of masculinity within a panicular society and, consequently, encourage the theonzation of one 

type of masculinity - the 'typical (patriarchal) male"' (Messenchmidt 1993:58). 

Sumner argues that crirninologicd theory has failed to recognize the hegemonic 

masculinity at its core: "the ideological censure of women, femininity and subversive 

masculinities ... is basic to both the formation of gender division and the characier of modem 

criminal law" (Sumner 1990:35). He lists three shortcomings in Foucault's work regarding this 

hegemonic masculinity. First, Foucault failed to mention "that the rise of reason, disciplinary 

power and sexual obsessiveness" parallelled and was linked to "the emergence of the modem 

conception of the preferred masculinity." Second, moral and social values that we take for 

granted (e.g. rationality, productivity, strength. justice, etc.) are inextricably interwoven with 

notions of a dominant masculinity. Finally, by suppressing 'burueason" over the past 500 yean, 

we have also been suppressing "the ferninine" (Sumner 1990:34). 

Pronger (1990) playfully deconstructs the masculinity of gay male athletes who quicWy 

learn the "standard language of masculinity" which requires them to pass as straight. These men 

constantly subven and reinterp~t masculînity, using irony as a tool to deal with the homophobia 

that emerges from "being gay in a society in which people tend to believe that everyone is 



straight" (Ronger 1990:149). He points to gay men's ability to cal1 up masculine and ferninine 

behavioun at will, depending on the social context. A straight muscular man "assens his 

authority over women and inhibits other men... A gay man with a muscular body, however, has 

little intention of asserting his authority over women and may well have every intention of 

attracting other men" (Pronger 1990: 15 1). 

Qoeer theories 

The 1 s t  decade has seen an upsurge in theorization about queer identity and the regulation of 

homosexuality. Kinsman (1996) theorizes that heterose.nra1 hegernony is produced through the 

myriad constructions of homosexuality as a sin, an illness. a congenital disorder, a deviance, or a 

symptorn of social degeneration. He uses "hegemonic approaches ... to explore lesbian and gay 

oppression and resistance" and argues that bbcoercive laws. police practices. 'queer-bashing.' and 

lirnited social options al1 atternpt to make heterosexuality cornpulsory ..." (Kinsman 1996:39)." 

He convincingly dernonstrates how the Canadian homosexual has histoncally been pomyed as a 

child molester, seducer, compter, communist, criminal, blackmail victim, security risk, or as 

someone whose sex should only be tolenied in private (Kinsmm 1996:39-40). For Butler 

(1993). "heterosexuality is dways in the act of elaborating itself' which is proof positive that "it 

is perpetually ai risk, that is, that it 'knows' its own possibility of becoming undone ..." (Butler 

1993:3 14). She aiso questions the vdidity of identity categories: "What does it mean to avow a 

category that c m  only maintain its specificity and coherence by perfonning a prior set of 

disavowals?'(Butler 1993:310). Instead of asking the question, 'Vhy is homosexuality 

stigmatized as such?" Watney (1989) wonders, "Why has it been made so consistently to seem 

extraordinary, something quite out of the way of everyday life?" (Watney 1989:xi). He contrats 

a homosexual identity. which is fundamentally socio-political, with "the identity of the 

heterosexual, for whom heterosexuality does not designate desire for the opposite sex, so much as 

a rejection and denial of homosexuality" (Watney 198950). 



The emergence of "queer" activism in the past ten years has pointed up two very different 

ways of identifying and organizing cornmunities: the gay and lesbian movement has created "a 

quasi-ethnicity, complete with its own political and cultural institutions, festivals, neighborhoods, 

even its own hg , "  dong with the assurnption that gays and lesbians share "the same fixed, 

natural essence. a self with same-sex desires" (Gamson 1998589). However, by making the gay 

and lesbian community appear united in a single category, activists "simplify complex internai 

differences and complex sexuai identities." In civil rights discouse, "the appearance of normality 

is central to gaining political 'room' ... 'We are everywhere,' goes the refrain from this camp" 

(Gamson 1998593). Gamson notes that, according to social movement theory, fixed identity 

categories provide legitirnacy on the one hand, but reproduce oppression on the other. Queer 

theory. by contrat. dernands liberation by disrupting the binary categones of madwoman. 

gaylstraight. Moreover. when queers include bisexual and transgendered people in the movernent, 

it is not simply an expansion. but nther a subversion of pre-existing identities. Lesbians are now 

accused of being "sexist" for not accepting other groups into their fold, e.g. transsexual women 

and bisexud women married to men, % 

... it is by keeping sexual and gender categories hard and clear 
that gains are made. Lesbian visibility is more recent and hard 
won... Just as they are gaining political gmund ar lesbians, 
lesbians are asked not only to share it but to subvert it, by 
declarîng woman and lesbian to be unstable, permeable, fiuid 
categories (Gamson 1998598). 

"In the hurry to deconstnict identity." Gamson argues, some queer theorists neglect to take into 

account "regulatory institutions such as law and medicine. for example, that continue to create 

and enforce gaylstraight and malelfemale divisions, often with great physicd and psychic 

violence" (Garnson 1998597). In these situations, Gamson argues, it makes much more sense to 

resist these monoliths as a collective identity, not as a disparate group of identities. Paglia (1994) 

objects to the desexualized subculwe spawned by queer theory. She suggests that theory 

divorces the new generation of "Foucault-addled" queer men from reaiity: Y.. scrubbed, arrogant 



clones with bright shallow srniles who mouth political clichés but whose sexuai imaginations are 

completely undeveloped" (Paglia 1994234-85). To be fair, however. the young men Paglia is 

criticizing have never experienced sex without the threat of AIDS. Consequently, Mon 

(1994215) feels that there " h a  been some pluralisation of the circuits of male homosexual desire 

(including a hypersexualisation of the body's surface rather than fixation with the sexual act)." 

Mort is dso wary of queer theory, noting its literary origins (see Campbell 1993, 

Sedgwick 1990). Although it is important to undentand "the mechanisrns whereby perversity and 

the normal are mutuaily dependent and reinforcing ... literary commentators move from 

identifying perverse structures in texts, to much more global pronouncements on the history of 

culture" (Mort 199421 1). The irony of queer theory is that, for d l  its notions of plurdism and 

binary opposites, what results is "a polarised codification of sex. It has privileged the principle of 

sexual dissidence as the epistemology of sexuality. in such a way that the perven ... has become 

the motif of sexual classification" (Mon 1994212). In the future, queer theory will probably 

become more grounded as it continues to absorb non-Western. activist-oriented 

Psychological theories b 

While social theories have helped explain the evolution of a queer movement that resisü 

disciplinary techniques including violence, some psychologists have vied to pinpoint the queer- 

basher's motivations by doing tesexch on the etiology of homophobia. Weinberg (1972) Tint 

coined the term homophobia - "the dread of k ing in close quarten with homosexuals" - noting 

that, in the West. "homosexuaiity is itself considered a problem; Our unwarranted distress over 

homosexuality is not classified as a problem because it is still a majonty point of view" 

(Weinberg 1972:4-5). He lists five motives behind homophobia: religion, "the secret f e u  of 

being homosexual,*' "repressed envy," "the threat to values," and "existence without vicarious 

Ls For example, at a queer thcory conferencc in Amsterdam in 1998, activistiacademic Monika Pisanheva prescnltd a 
p w r  on the developrnent of post-Communist homosexual identities in Bulgaria (Se Janoff 19989)- 



immortality." Discrimination against lesbians occun since many privileges are only accorded to 

women who rnarry (Weinberg 1972:8-18). 

Homophobic discourses come in many disguises - especially in the media, as Watney 

(1989) demonstrates while analyzing a London Sun tabloid headline on August 30, 1983: 

"GAYS IN FEAR: They ciread revenge after attack on boy." He points out that "The Sun is 

hardly siding with vulnerable gay men here: it is calling out for anti-gay violence, in a direct if 

crude discourse of revenge" (Watney 1989:82).16 Homophobia disguised as "scientific inquiry" 

has also come in many frightening forms. Giles' (1992) shocking research into the castration of 

"hornosexuals" dunng the Nazi era reveals the "unkindest cut" of ail: "a large proportion of those 

formally convicted of homosexuality by nazi courts were not actuai homosexuals" (Giles 

1992:46). As recently as 1968. Canadian gay men like Michael Riordon undenuent aversion 

thenpy. Three times a week for a year. "... 1 look at slides of naked men, and with each of them a 

sharp jolt of elecuicity is delivered to my leg."[' 

Watney's (1989) theories on the etiology of homophobic behaviour are cornplex. He is 

w a q  of the tem "homophobia." a reductive terni that has "merely reversed the widespread 

tendency to pathologize al1 forms of homosexual desire and acts as symptoms of an underlying 

perversion ..." (Watney l989:47). Watney uses the Freudian concept of "reaction-formations." 

obsessions that "defend the individual against some repressed emotion or wish within him or 

henelf, or else from other displaced and strictly speaking phobic anxieties projected on to gay 

men" (Watney 1989~49-50). References to anal sex dso provoke anxiety: "... the male rectum is 

the most thoroughly policed part of the male anatorny" (Watney 1989:126).'* Ehrlich (1992) 

l6 Not that Iong ago - on May 6, i987. CO ûe exact - "The Sun offered free one-way airiine tickets to Norway in order 
to encourage gay men to Ieave Britain for good, under the headline "FIy away gays - and we wiil pay" (Watncy 
1989: Lï4%)! 
" Ironidly, whiIe attending a gay dance seven y- later, Riordon saw his b'tornirw," Dr. John Sameson, who 
admitted that while he did have sex with men, "Where 1 put my cock has nothing to do with my functioning as a 
thtnpist" (Riordon 1997:29). 
la He offers the example of a three-month sentence handed to an eighteen-ycar-old who, fearing AIDS inféction, 
punched and killcd a gay man after inadvertently drinking h m  the victim's bottle (Watney 1989:39). To cd1 these 



suggests that "three basic threats evoke a violent response: violations of territory or propeny, 

violations of the sacred, and violations of status." The dehumanization and violence is 

ntionalized through victim-blaming and the aggressor's "need for affiliation and social 

conforrnity" (Ehrlich I992: 109). Hany observes: 'The option of gay-bashing offers a nearly 

ideal solution to the status needs of the immature male ..." (Harry 1992: 1 15). 

West (1977) believes that homosexuals face attacks not only from those "with 

pathological obsessions with sexual non-conformity, but from ordinary young delinquents whose 

exuberant aggression finds an outlet in the sport of 'queer bashing"' (West 1977~204). Similarly, 

Franklin (1997) divides queer-bashers into two categories: the "Antigay Ideology" assailmts, 

who feel they are enforcing gender norrns rather than reacting to a particular personal threat. and 

those motivated by "adolescent developmentd factors" (Franklin 1997: 179-81). Heterosexud 

men who have been abused by other men sometimes worry that this expenence might have 

"made" them gay: 'The anxiety may be acted out in fear and avoidance of gays ... or by more 

active, sometimes violent. forms of homophobia." On the other hand, "Gay mde survivors ask, 

'1s this why I'm gay?' or 'Did this happen to me because I'm gay?"'(Lew 198854-55). One 

effect of internalized hornophobia is that "gay men feel powerless when it comes to standing up 

to gay bashers." a situation that can also put them at great nsk (Arey 1995:21 1).19 

Legal schoIarship on homosexuality 

Unfortunately, sociological and psychological theories do not tell the full story about queer- 

bashing. The rnissing Iink is an analysis of the way homophobia is reproduced in law. It is bad 

enough that people form hateful thoughts about homosexuais, reinforced by various institutions, 

and proceed to beat on them. The horror is that legal practices tend to downplay or excuse 

homophobic violence. Our ability to answer the two main research questions - on the prevdence 

bchaviours "phobic" is '?O rend them a spurious psychologid dignity which they do not deseme;" clinicai phobias are 
" enedly cxtremely unp1e;isant and debüitating, and bcyond th& conscious ~onno l .~  
"One young client dateci abusive men and had compukivc desires 30 wear T-rhim with pro-gay slogans on îhexn, and 
to drtss in ways that provoked homophobic men .,. to snect or threaten violence." He would hirchtiike late at night, but 
after king harasscd and heaîened, "he blamed his victimization on societai homophobia and saw no connection 
between his behavior and the teactions" (Arcy L995:228-230). 



and prevention of queer-bashing in Canada - is constrained without an analysis of the way 

homophobia sanirates the criminal justice system. Although the Canadian, British, US and 

Australian legd systems are al1 quite different, there many similxities regarding the way these 

systems respond to queer-bashing. A s w e y  of the queer legal literature from ail these countries 

points up many concerns shared by queer activists globally. According to Robson (1995), 

"Theorizing Iesbians and criminal justice as a matter of lesbian legal theory must put lesbians in 

the centre of its theoretical perspective," allowing lesbians to become the centrifuga1 force around 

which al1 else is problematized" (Robson 1995: 19 1). Smith (1988) echoes this sentiment: "...our 

interest in the police did not d s e  as a theoretical or legal issue ... Rather. it arose out of our 

generdized, everyday expenence as gay people of having Our sexuality denied and our lives 

ovemin and sometimes destroyed by the police" (Smith 1988: 166-7). 

Queer legal theorists at the century's end find themselves following in the footsteps of the 

Criticûl Legal Scholars. in order to dnw analogies and distinctions. students of common law 

learn to place legal problems into specific essentialized categories; "however, queer theory 

undencores the contingency and contestability of categories - that there is nothing naiural about 

them" (S tychin 1995: 148). Herman (1994) observes that gay and lesbian movements have 

codesced around campaigns to decriminalize offences that target and stigmatize their 

populations; only after these laws were addressed could a modem equality rights movement 

grow. While discussing "the legal consmiction of heterosexual pnvilege" Ryder (1991) notes 

that the law is mainly silent on gay and lesbian existences, except when gay men are presented as 

"powerful victimizers, deserving weak victims, or as the perpetraton of unmentionable indecent 

acts." This silencing has three consequences: it normdizes heterosexuality, it discourages queers 

from expecting recognition and support, and it depnves queer couples "... of financial benefits 

conferred on heterosexuals ... In other words, lesbians and gays are forced to subsidize 

heterosexual privilege" (Ryder 199 1 :294-295). However, Robson (1995) observes that lesbian 



legal theorists nin the risk of developing a "normalized theory" like ferninist legd theory, which 

ends up focussing on "legal issues important to professionalized women." 

MacDougall (1998) analyzes the judicial response to "hateful. hurtful or hostile 

expression directed against homosexuals" (MacDougall 1998:255). Judges tend to downplay the 

homophobic aspect of queer-bashings. which rendes them a series of discrete occurrences. Even 

w hen courts acknowledge homophobia. the reaction is sometimes only ~ u p e ~ c i a l l y  sympathetic 

to the victim. In other cases "the judge might even biame the target for his hornosexuality 

causing the 'naturai' reaction of a 'normal' person." The court's handling of queer-bashing cases 

can be problematic. In Jolicoeur (1997). a man assaulted "Sister C." a well-known dng queen 

sitting in a restaurant in Vancouver's West End who dresses in a nun's habit. The judge 

dismissed the charge and said the victim was being "hypenensitive" in his claim that the attack 

was homophobic (Barrière 1997). in M.(D.J.) (1990). a seventeen-year-old bmtally knifed three 

men, and faced three counts of attempted murder. The coun exhibited lenience by not raising 

him to adult coun, acknowledging diat he had been "exposed to and panicipated in a variety of 

Street crimes activities such as... 'rolling queen"' (M.[D.J.] 1990. quoted in MacDougall 

1998:328). The coun concluded he was from a good home: 'The profundity of the homophobia 

was ignored" (MacDougall 1998:328). In Gallant (1994). three men beat a man they perceived to 

be gay with a club. One of the accused appealed his two-year sentence; Huband JA. who reduced 

the term to seven months in prison wrote that the accused was sorry and had dissociated hirnself 

from his co-accused. ''This is the school of quick-change-of-heart-on-homose~uaIity-come-time- 

for-sentencing" (MacDougall 1998:328). Plea-bargaining is also a sensitive issue. In Carolm 

(1995) a young dnink man kicked an older man in the head 32 tirnes with consmiction boots. 

clairning the victim, who went into a coma and had to be put on life support, had corne on to 

him? The assailant pleaded guilty to aggravated assault; at the sentencing hearing, the court 

1 noticai in the case headnotc that the vktim had "subsequently died of respiratory f;uIure." When 1 called the 
Crown to sec if the vicàm had i n d d  died as a result of his injuries, I was assured that fhat was impossible because 
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refused to admit as evidence a videotape that recordecl the du11 thud of the man's boots on the 

victim's head. The judge stated that "any attempt to colour the events and inflame the court in 

this fashion is totally improper" (Carofan 1995. at para. 6). 

The merging of psychiatric and legal discourses 

From the list of subsidiary research questions. let us consider the second half of the following 

question: "What are the social and juridical responses to queer-bashing in Canada?" One 

approach is to malyze how homicide cases involving allegations of homosexuality play out in the 

courtroom. In Chapter Three. the judicial outcomes of 41 such Canadian homicide cases are 

analyzed: more than hdf the cases have resulted not in murder convictions but in manslaughter 

or even lesser convictions. In almost a third of the sentences analyzed, the killer was either 

acquitted or eligible to apply for parole within two years. Not surprisingly. there is a perception 

in the queer cornrnunity that queer-bashen are "getting away with murder." The reason many of 

these killen are eligible for reduced sentences or even acquittais is directly linked ro the way the 

homosexud victim has been constructed in the courtroom - which results from a merging of 

legal and psychiatric discourses. The concepts of homosexual advance and homosexual panic, 

while highly dubious. have spawned heated debate between jurisprudence experts. Although 

rhese legal arguments are extremely complex and arcane, they have begun to shed light on the 

fact that the criminal justice system has faifed to take this violence seriously. 

In the past 35 yean. the emergence of the hornosexual panic defense (HPD) in the 

coumoom has caused alarm in the queer cornrnunity. and raises many questions about how the 

criminal justice system responds to homicide cases involving queer victims. The legal debate 

around the validity of the defense centres on: "(1) whether the defendant who raises it must be a 

latent homosexual; and (2) whether homosexual panic is a 'mental disease or defect' akin to 
-- - - 

othenvise. 'tve would have raised the charge. But it's up to the police to monitot rhe situation. We don't have the 
rcsoutces to check up on everyone" (Interview with F, Iune 29,1999). 1 asked the police if anyone kept uack of 
whether crime victims died as a result of theu injuries, which wouid then allow the Crown to raise Cardan's charge 
h m  aggravatecl assault to murder or manslaughtcr. I was told that neither the Crown nor the police takcs 
responsibility for this duty - which means that sorne assailants (and not just quecr-bashm) m y  be I i t d y  getting 
away with murder. 



insanity or a mere psychological disturbance that does not give rise to level of legal insanity" 

(Bagnall 1984:502).~' Bagnall djscusses cases from the 1970s, where the following ternis were 

used by psychiatnsts, called as expert witnesses, to describe the defendants' personalities: 

"schizophrenic disorder or reaction. acute psychotic process or character neurosis;" "a violent 

emotional reaction to a homosexual situation stemming from a person's conscious, or 

subconscious, awareness of his own hornosexual tendencies;" "paranoid personality;" 

"dissociative reaction;" "mental disease or defect;" "highly delusional paranoid schizophrenic;" 

and "highly latent homosexual" (Bagnall 1984:307-8). Feasibly, someone could go into a 

homosexual panic "whenever anyone becomes aware that someone else is gay1* (Bagndl 

1984512). He recornmends that the courts should "establish that homosexual p i c  is a mental 

defect or disease, and not a mere psychogical disturbance" (Bagnall 19845 14). Comstock (1992) 

has seven objections to HPD. 

Only men have been dnven to use it: "...why have femaie patients not been driven to kill?" 
Why has the defendant's latent homosexuality been de-emphasized in such cases, if this is 
such a central tenet of the original diagnosis? Instead, attorneys have replaced 
"uncontrollable latent homosexuality" with "'fear,' 'disgust,' or 'aversion' to other people's 
homosexuality. which are not part of the psychiatric definition" (Comstock 1992:90). 
Why is there no emphasis on the "aversion to heterosexuality" that Kempf observes in his 
patients? 
Some accused have used the defense after having voluntarily had sex with the victim. "Only 
those who have severe problems with latent. not practiced, hornose.rualify fit the disorder; 
recognizing or acting upon those feelings is understood in the psychiatric literature as the way 
in which the panic is relieved, not precipitated." 
Attorneys do not recognize it as a long-term illness. Nowhere in the literature Comstock 
reviewed is homosexual panic described as something that lasts a few minutes or houn: 
rather, it is characterized as "a stage at the beginning or in the middle of a schizophrenic 
condition, necessitating on-going counseling and sexual adjusment dunng and subsequent to 
the panic state." 
It is inappropriate to link homosexuai panic with selfdefense because self-punishment, not 
selfdefense, is the behaviour pattern in the literanire. Defendants tend "ro overpower and 
use excessive force against their victims, rather than vice versa"" 

'' In the first judicid mention of homosexud panic, the defendant. urinating in an dley, was gnbbed ftom behind; he 
killed the victim because of "acute homosexud panic brought on him by the fear that the victim was molcsting him 
sexuaily" (Rodriguct 1962667, quoted in Bagnail 1984.502). " Some defendants. d e r  than reacting to an deged assault, have obviously plannecl thcir w k s  by obtaining 
weapons in advance, by sexudly pmpositioning victims, having sex with them and rhen attacking them. or by robbing 
them (Comstock 1992:95-97). 



By placing the victim on trial, self-defence "is argued on the basis of the victim's sexual 
history and the testimony of the defendant, who in murder cases is usually the only witness" 
(Cornstock 1992:90-98). 

Mison (1 992) distinguishes between "hornosexual-panic defense" and "homosexual advance 

defense."'l The former is an insanity defense or a diminished-capacity defense, causing "the 

defendant temporady to lose the capacity to distinguish nght from wrong, thereby absolving the 

defendant of criminal responsibility" (Mison 1992134). Mison turns his attention toward the 

latter, asking the simple question: 

Should a nonviolent sexud advance in and of itself constitute 
sufficient provocation to incite a reasonable man to lose his self- 
control and kill in the heat of passion? If so. the defendant will 
be guilty of voiuntary manslaughter, not murder ... (Mison 
1992: 133). 

The problem with these cases is that the "standard requires to have acted based on a reasonable 

feu." Even when the victim is alleged to have raped the defendant, "evidence of a mm's 

homosexudity does not dernonstrate his propensity to rape another man any more than evidence 

of a man's heterosexuality demonsirates his propensity to rape a woman." The authors conclude 

that the victim's orientation should only be brought up in that circurnstance if it proves that the 

victim had previously sexually assaulted somebody. Regarding provocation. "experiencing feu or 

hatred of gay people in response to a homosexual overture shouid not suffice to provoke a 

reasonable penon to lose his or her self-control and resort to deadly force" ( m e  Harvard Law 

Review 1989:36-8). 

Mison argues HAD "is a rnisguided application of provocation theory and a judicial 

insitutionalization of hornophobia." In a typical aiai. the defence "argues chat a reasonable jury 

couId End the victirn's homosexual advance sufficient provocation for the defendant's acts and 

23 The "homosexual advancc defenseV* (HAD) has k e n  around a long tirne. McHcnry (1941) describes a murder in 
New York that took place 60 y- ago: a Cmadian boxer attended boxing match= with an older gentleman, nceived 
money from him, went for dinner and spent the night at his place on two consecutive nights. On the second night. he 
claimed the man made an improper advance; he was eventually convicttd of manslaughter. McHenry argues that it is 
hard to believe that the defendant 'Mis unaware aficr one visit to the consular officiaïs home chat he was hornosexual. 
Yet the fury of the assault, in which the faec of the slteping man was battend beyond identification, betrayed a 
towcring emotiond force of rage or disappointment or indignation behind it" (McHcnry 1941541-2). 



requests the judge to insmct the jury on the lesser included offense of voluntary rnanslaughter. 

The prosecution does not object." However, if the judge permits the defence to argue 

provocation and instructs the jury on voluntary rnanslaughter, it opens up the possibility for the 

defendant to be found guilty of that lesser charge. T h e  continued use and acceptance of this 

defense sends a message to junes and the public that if someone makes a homosexual overture, 

such an advance rnay be sufficient provocation to kill that penon" (Mison 1992: 135-136). He 

observes that defendants abuse this defense by raising it "either as an alternative theory to self- 

defense or alone as a theory of voluntary manslaughter" (Mison 1992:167). HAD "can also 

genente a minitrial highlighting the sexuai orientations of the victirn and the defendant, 

distracting the jury from the ultimate issue - the defendant's guilt." These inquiries can l e d  to 

the "introduction of highly prejudicial and often inelevant evidence." like "hornosexual 

paraphemalia" (Mison 1992168-9). Mison points to npe cases. where "junes have a tendency 

to weigh the conduct of the victim in judging the guilt of the defendant." 

At least 21 Canadian HAD cases have occurred in the I990s, as noted in the following 

chapter. Only three Canadian homicide cases from the 1990s mention HPD? Ir\ Canada, in the 

vast majority of KAD cases. defence lawyers, while not using the t em homosexual panic, utilize 

existing defenses to show that their clients were insane, intoxicated, provoked, or trying to defend 

themselves from the homosexual advance, which lies at the core of each case. These allegations 

are "designed in part to solicit the sympathy of the court. The defence is also an assertion that the 

perpetrator could not have been homosexual. The perpetrator escapes the infenorisation of 

homosexuality and manages to turn himself into the (heterosexual) victirn/target9* (MacDougalI 

1998:303)? However, provocation is not a mie defense pet se, unlike "selfkiefence or 

automatism which, if established entitle the accused to an acquittai." With provocation, "the 

accused is acquitted of murder but convicted of the lesser offence of manslaughter." A murder 

conviction cames an automatic sentence of Me imprisonment, with no eligibility of parole for at 

" Homicides are listeci in Appendix #4. Set  Iune 29. 1990; March 24. 1991; and August 8, 1993. 

39 



least ten years; however, a manslaughter conviction varies wildly because "while a person 

convicted of manslaughter is liable to imprisonment for Life, there is no minimum sentence 

required" (CassweI1 1996:63 1). 

Casswell (1996) reviews the provocation provisions in the Criminal Code. which allow 

murder to be reduced to manslaughter "if the person who committed it did so in the heat of 

passion caused by sudden provocation" (Section 232[1]). or "if a wrongful act or an insult that is 

of such a nature as to be sufficient to deprive an ordinary peaon of the power of self-control ... if 

the accused acted on it on the sudden and before there was time for his passion to cool" (Section 

232[2]). The first provision is an objective test: the question as to "whether the wrongful act or 

insult was of such a nature as to be sufficient to deprive an ordinary person, not the individuai 

accused, of the power of self control." The second provision is a subjective test, in which "the 

character, background. temperamenc, and idiosyncracies of the individual accused are now 

relevant" (Casswell 1996:63 1-2). An important question is whether a wornan would be allowed to 

plead similar circurnstances involving a "heterosexual assau~t."~ Unfortunately, the Crown 

routinely relies on HAD "as a justification for accepting an accused's guilty plea to a charge of 

manslaughter, nther than puauing a conviction on a charge of murder" (Casswell 1996:63~).'~ 

MacDougall dso cornrnents on the imny "between killing a homosexual (supposedly out 

of panic) and robbing that peaon" (MacDougall 1998:310)." The accused was convicted of 

manslaughter, but the robbery raises the question: how can the court be expected, on the one 

han4 to be lenient because of this supposedly spontaneous act "in the heat of passion:' and yet 

look the other way when this supposedly-mumatized "victim" of a "homosexuai advance" goes 

" In Mogliaro (1981). for example, a wornan killed a man after he forced hm to perhrm Matio. T h e n  wûs no 
considention of  provocation or autornatism or 'hetcrosexual' panic" (MacDougdl i998:293). Tnstead, she was 
chasfiscd for not having left and cded the police: 'To take his Iife was an unnasonable and unwamnted act" 
(Magliaro 198 1 :5 12, quotcâ in MacDougall 1998:292-3). 
26 In 1989, for example, Kim Gray met his victim in a Vancouver gay bar, and wa3 invitesi to the victim's house; he 
endai up moving in for sevcnl days. On Fcb- 24, Gray stabbed Bell fifken timcs, claiming a homoswcud advance. He 
negotiated a rnanslaughter conviction and was back on the streets in eight months. Within two years he was convicted 
a ain, h ï s  time of bnitally sexuaily assaulting two tcenagc girls (sec Hail, March 14,1995). 
'Eg., see Appenâii 114. Iuly 30,1992 



shopping with a dead man's credit card? Tomsen and George (199759) analyzed "the details of 

3 1 fatal incidents that are regarded as gay-hate killings" in New South Wdes from 1986 to 1996. 

They divide the homicides into two different crime scenarios- The Fust inchdes twelve attacks 

on complete strangers who are perceived to be homosexual; perpetraton are young men and 

teenage boys who attack in groups. targeting geographical locations where gay men gather. 

Victims are particularly vulnerable in cruising areas; not only is there a constant supply of 

victims, but victims tend to be comprornised when looking for sex: in two cases, "men who were 

artacked at beats died without taking up the opportunity to get medicd ueatment or police 

assistance" (Tomsen and George 1997:60). In the second crime scenario, 

a personal dispute between two men, possibly over sexual 
activity or an alleged sexual advance, Ieads to fatd vioIence 
between parties who are generaily friends or acquaintances. 
These offences usually occur in private settings. The 
prosecutions and criminal trials that folIow from these killings 
often lead to the controveaid use of pleas of self-defence and 
provocation (Tomsen and George 1997:6 1). 

In the first categoty, there rippears to be stronger sentencing and more public outcry; the authors 

contrast a case in the 1980s with two recent cases where the killers were convicted of murder and 

received maximum sentences." The authors discovered that offenden alleged hornosexual 

advances or assaults in 13 of the 16 trials studied, and in 18 of the 21 homicides that police 

consider solved? They conclude that these claims "have been effective in reducing sentences 

and appear to be growing in frequency." This is 

... refiected in the two full acquittais and six findings of 
manslaughter in completed trials which have occurred so fat... in 

The riuthors mention Austnlian HAD cases that date back to the 1950s. in a 1987 case involving two brothers who 
ssiw a gay man at a park and dmve home to get a rifle, witnesses testified that the men chzised the victim, who was 
begging for his Me, then shot him in the back sevenl times. They were convicted of mslaughter (Tomsen and 
George 1997:62). " There are othcr curious patterns in these nids. For exmple, in some cws the defendant daims to have had sex 
prcviously with the victim but says he only uperienced it & abuse: no pleaure w u  involved. In othcr cases. the 
defendant claims that previous sexud abuse by an unrelateci tfiird pany in some way "caused" the fatd incident; gay 
men "are setmingly made to b a r  a form of coIIective responsibility for rhis abusew (Tomsen and George 1996:63-4). 
In a n u m k  of cases, offcnders also made cnsubstaniated c1ai.m~ that they were dnven to kill b u s e  they had watched 
the dcceased or somc third person molest chi lhn (Tomsen and George 1997:66). The gathering of evidcnce about the 
victids homosexuaiity is aiso a concem. Police evidence can sometimes portny the victims in court 3s promiscuous 



the rnajonty of instances where these dlegations about sexual 
assault are raised (eight of 13 killings) they have demonstrably 
served the defence of offenders. Furthermore ... these claims 
may still be worth making even if they do not counter a charge 
of murder but raise factors that are taken into consideration when 
sentencing is determined (Tornsen and George 1997:63). 

In 1996. the Criminal Law Review Division of the New South Wales Attorney General's 

Department issued a report that recommended that the difference between a sexual assault and a 

sexual advance be clarified: "To allow a non-violent advance to amount to sufficient provocation 

is wrong because it reinforces the notion that fear. revulsion or hostility are valid reactions to 

homosexual conduct" (p. 14. quoted in Tomsen and George 1997:64). However, there has 

been opposition to these recommendations. Canadian police have refused to classify any of the 

killings exarnined in this thesis as hate crimes. Even though many police departments record a 

name-calling incident against a gay man in their statistics as a "haie crime," the killing of a gay 

man who is stabbed 60 times is not considered a hate crime. The Crown in British Columbia 

have received new guidelines concerning hate crimes. in effect since July 1997. The Crown is 

supposed to oppose release. and is not supposed to propose alternative measures without express 
b 

permission of the victim. ?ne Crown is supposed to put the accused before court, and is not 

supposed to plea-bargain (Interview with O. April 30. 1999). Unfortunately. the Crown appears 

to have no such constraints when it cornes to homicides. My research shows that. out of 31 

known Canadian homicide cases in the 1990s. the Crown plea-bargained in at least 14 of them 

(see Table 5). The use of homosexual panic and homosexual advance defences will probably 

continue unabated in Canada, barring drastic measures like a constitutional challenge or class 

action organized by a national gay and lesbian organizatîon like EGALE. 



CHAfTERTHREE 
QUEER-BASHING AND HOMICIDE IN CANADA 

In Appendix #3. at the end of the thesis, a complete description of 221 queer-bashing incidents 

has been compiled. Space does not aiIow for elaborate discussions of these crimes; for more 

information, refer to the detailed descriptions of each incident that appear in Appendix #3. 

Regional breakdowns 

Clearly, one inconsistency in this snidy is the disproportionate number of queer-bashing cases 

from Vancouver, which is due to two factors: 1) in addition to mainstream reports, I also had 

access to the Xtra West database; and 2) I am much more farniliar with the stories of the queer 

comrnunity in Vancouver. Toronto and Montreal, cities with more than double Vancouver's 

population -- and with much larger and clearly defined queer neighborhoods - should, have at 

least a hundred cases each between 1990 and 1999, instead of 27 in Toronto and 12 in Montreal. 

1 Location 1 # of queer-bashing Lnddents 1 
Yukon 

Victoria 
Vancouver 

Rest of British Columbia 
Edmonton 
Calgary 

Rest of Alberta 
Saskatoon 

Regina 
Winnipeg 
London 

Hamilton 
Toronto 

1 
5 
54 
11 
6 b 

10 
5 
8 
1 

19 
19 
16 
27 

- -  - 

ottawa 
Rest of Ontario 

Montreal 

-- - - -- -- 

Halifax 1 
Rest of Nova Scotia I 

- - - pp - . 

8 
12 
12 

4 - -- 

Quebec City 
Rest of Quebec 

Fredericton 

Table 3.1 Queer-bashing by region 
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1 
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Figure 3.1 Queer-bashing by region 
Victim's gender 

Across Canada, 254 out of the 291 victirns whose gender was known were male, comprising 87 

percent 



Table 3.2 Queer-bashing by gender 
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2 fernale victims 
3 female victirns 
1 victim who is a transsexual woman 
2 victims, gender unclear 
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Gender of victim 

Figure 3.2 Queer-bashing by gender 

6 
1 
7 
1 
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Victim's characteristics 

in sorne of the incidents. controversies emerged over the sexual orientation of the 

victims. In other incidents, victims were reported to have provoked or confused 

perpetrators because their appearance or behaviour subverted traditional gender 

stereotypes. For others, their work as prostitutes may have compounded their nsk of 

victimization. 

12 
3 
7 
2 

. . . 293 , 

4% 
1% 
2% 

. .- 
1% 

AllMj% -*.:. 

claimed andor appeared to be heterosexual andor denies being 
homosexual 
2 male victims whose sexuril orientation is not completely 
certain: claimed andor appeared to be heterosexual andfor 
denies king homosexual 

4 2% 



1 3 femde victirns whose sexual orientation is not completely 1 1 1 0.5 % 
1 certain: claimed and/or appeared to be heterosexual anaor 1 1 1 

Suspect's gender 

denies being homosexuai 
1 male victim who violates gender stereotypes 
1 lemale victirn who violates gender stereotypes 
1 victim who is a transsexual woman and a prostitue 
1 victim who is a maie prostitute 
1 victim who is a female prostitute 

Out of the 326 suspects whose gender was reponed, 3 17 were maie, comprising 97%. 

Table 3 3  Queer-bashing victim's characteristics 

6 
3 
2 
2 
2 

Table 3.4 Queer-bashing suspects by gender 

2.5% 
1 .S% 
1% 
1% 
1% 

Gender of sus peds 

Totdstispeds 
% 

18% 
25% 
24% 
11% 
5% 
9% 
5% 
2% 
i% 

100% 

I L 

Fipre 3 3  Queer-bashing suspects by gender 

Totai 

60 
82 
78 
36 
15 
30 
16 
5 
4 - 
326 

Cenderfaot OP- 

1 male suspect 
2 male suspects 
3 male suspects 
4 male suspects 
5 male suspects 
6 male suspects 
8 maie suspects 
1 female suspect 
2 female suspects 
Total 

Na ofcases 

60 
41 
26 
9 
3 
5 
2 
5 
2 

153 



Types of crime 

Many incidents involved not just threatening behaviour andlor violence, but other crimes like 

robbery and sexual assauit. This is why the total number of crimes is higher than the total 

number of incidents. 

] weapon, unwanted pushing. shooting. spraying. kicking or ! I 1 

Qo 
66% 

.> . - '. ' *. -2.:. .Description 
Crime: physical (attempted murder, assault, assault with 

- . # o f C i i m e S  
203 

throwing objects at the victim) 
Crime: threatening behaviour (verbal threats, chasing, 

Table 3.5 Queer-bashing: Types of crime 

f 
I 

following, spitting) 
Crime: robberyfattempted robbery 
Crime: sexuai assault 
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Queer-bas hing: T ypes of Crime 

58 

Figure 3.4 Queer-bashing: Types of crime 

19% 

34 
12 

'-307 

Crime characteristics 

Some patterns emerged in these crimes. Although many of the sources used to compile this data 

did not mention the following aspects, it does not mean that these factoa were not present. [n 

other words, factors iike dmgs and alcohol may have been present in more than the 17 incidents 

listed below. 

11% 
4% 
100% 



Table 3.6 Queer-bashing: Characteristics of crime 

Table 3.7 Queer-bashing: VictWsuspect familiarity 
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Figure 3.5 Queer-bashing: Victim/suspect familiarity 

Police issues 

Although police were pnised in 11 out of 221 incidents, or 5 percent, 41 incidents (or nearly 

1995) featured at least one - and sometimes severai - negative observations about police 

behaviour. 



1 Insensitive and/or homophobic behaviour 1 8 1 3.5% 1 
1 I 

- - 

1 incompetenr/ inattentive/ didn't show u d  showed UD late 1 14 1 6.5% 1 
1 Violence 1 13 1 6% 1 
1 Minimized the homophobic nature of the crime 1 10 1 4.5% 1 
1 The victim ended up being apprehended ancilor chGd 1 7 1 3% I 

Table 3.8 Queer-bashing: Poüce issues 

Queerbus hlng: Police l s s ues 
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Violence 
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andlor charged 

Figure 3.6 Queer-bashing: Police issues 

Legdjudicial issues 4 

While the court was seen to have taken a positive stand in four cases (out of 221), 25 

incidents (or 11.3 percent) featured one -- and sometimes severai - negative observations 

about the legal process. Although specific judicial outcornes were difficult to tnck 

down, reports that mention the accused's sentence are noted below. 

1 Minimized the homophobic nature of the 1 9 1 4.% 1 

.. , , .* bdden& fnvolvfna T . - 
Insensitivity andor hornophobia 
Incornpetence 

i 

4 ' : # orcasics(m 221) . , . - . 
3 
17 

Suspect was treated leniently 
Suspect was not convicted 
Suspect blamed the victim 
Suspect mioimized the incident 

-. , > %  
1.5% 
7.5% 

Table 3.9 Queer-bashing: LegaVjudicial issues 
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10 

6% 
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5% 
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Queer-B as hing: L egalIJudidal Issues 
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Figure 3.7 Queer-bashing: LegaYjudicial issues 

The geograptiic context 

The exact location of the incidents are noted below. 

% 
14.5% 
1.5% 
4.% 
8.5% 

Geqpphic location 
Attackedithreatened in or near victim's residence 
Location: in or near suspect's residence 
Violence occurred at a queer establishment 
Violence occurred outside, within a few metres of a queer 
establishment 
Attackedlthreatened on other parts of a Street where queers are 

No. of cases 
32 
3 
9 
19 

highly visible 
Attackedithreatened in other parts of a neighborhood with a high 

14 

queer population 
Attackedlthreatened in other areas while wallcing in cruising 
areas including parks and prostitution strolls 
Prison. youth detention centre. jail or dmnk tank 
Public washrooms 
Other locations/ not clear 
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Table 3.10 Queer-bashing: Geographic locations 
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Vicümization and media issues 

Some of the source matends offered insights into the tremendous physicd. emotional and 

financial consequences of this violence, and the media response to these incidents. 

Table 3.11 Queer-bashing: Victimization and media issues 

Victimization and Media 1 s sues 

%ofcas& .: 
16.5% 
4% 

13.5% 
4% 

- .< ' . . - . .  -hddenfs featiriuig - .  : 
Extreme physical injury 
Serious financial consequences 
Severe emotiond impact 
Media were insensitive. censationalistic. incomoetent or silent 

E xlreme phys ical injury 

# ~ f ~ ( ~ ~ )  
37 
9 
30 
9 

S erious finanaal 
cons equenœs 

S evere emotional 
impact 

0 Media w r e  ins em itive. 
s em diondis tic 
immpetent or s ilent 

Figure 3.9 Queer-bashing: Victimization and media issues 

HOMICIDE INCIDENTS 

In Appendix #4 1 have compiled 83 homicide cases - involving 88 victims - that occurred across 

Canada since Ianuary 1, 1990. The homicides involve (a) victims perceived to be queer andor 

(b) allegations of "hornosexual advance," but they exclude known cases of domestic violence 

between queer couples. The incidents will be andyzed in many ways: by region, victim's gender, 

victim's characteristics, case resolution, crime characteristics, characteristics of the suspects,M the 

relationship between the victim and the suspect, sexual advance allegations, policing issues, 

Iegdjudiciai issues, as well as victimization, media and cornmunity issues. Cases are divided 

into those with clear judicial outcomes and those with unclear judicial outcomes, and then are 

"SuspectH for the purposes of this chapter includes those chargai, conviaed and under suspicion in bath "cl& and 
'iinclear" uses, and includes those acquitted by rezrson of insanity and those who had their convictions stayed, It 
includes those suspects who killed thcmselves befoce trial and afier conviction, but does not include those found 'hot 
guilty," or thost whose charges werc dropped duc ro lack of evidence. 



further analyzed regarding charges, convictions, appeals and sentences. Space does not allow for 

elaborate discussions of ail these crimes; for more information, refer to the full descriptions of the 

incidents that appear in Appendix #4. 

Regionai breakdowns 

The homicides appear to be distributed fairly evenly across Canada. However, it is surprising 

that Toronto had fewer homicides than Montreal despites its much larger population. It is also 

noteworthy that a small province like Nova Scotia had four homicides. 

Vancouver 9 
Rest of British Columbia 5 

Edmonton 2 

I Winnipeg ! 3 I 

Rest of Alberta 
Rest of Saskatchewan 

1 
1 

London 
Hamilton - 

1 
1 

Toronto 
Ottawa 

r 

17 
6 

Rest of Ontario 
Montreal 

Quebec City 

L Sudbury 1 
4 
19 
1 

Rest of Quebec 
Fredericton 

Halifax 
Rest of Nova Scotia 

Table 3.12 Homicides by Region 
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H omiade by R egion 

Figure 3.10 Homicides by Region 



Victim's gender 

Across Canada 8 1 out of the 88 victims were male. comprising 92 percent. 

Figure 3.11 Homicide: Victim's gender 

- 
'I=%OfvfcaiZrs 

82% 
7% 
3% 
3% 
5% 

:Io096 -: 

r..: a+.* +a&,- . . - +. & +,,. .- - -. - -' - - Gender 
1 maie victim 
2 male victims 
3 male victims 
1 fernale victim 
1 transsexud wornan who is a victim 
Tuta * - A *  . L  * - .. 

Table 3.13 Homicide: Victim's gender 

#otcases 
72 
3 
1 
3 
4 
53 

Total#otvfdhi%' 
72 
6 
3 
3 
4 

. 8 8 .  .y 



Victim's characteristics 

In some of the homicides, the sexual orientation of the victirns was disputed, or remained 

unknown. In other incidents, suspects claimed to have been provoked or confused by 

victims whose behaviour subverted traditional gender stereotypes. For other victims, 

their work as prostitutes may have compounded their risk of victimization. 

1 The community/police/media considered these 2 victims CO be 1 3 ( 6 1 7% 1 

V i c d i d s ~ c s .  :- : 3 .  

. . - *.> . .. . - ,- '. :. . 
& .  

< . %  . 1 . * r  ' : \- . 

The comrnunity/police/media considered ehis victim to be queer 

Case resolution 
t 

# or 
vfctims 

#of 
&es 
64 

queer 
Victim's sexual orientation is a contentious issue 
One victim's sexual orientation is uncertain 
Two victims' sexual orientation is uncertain 
1 male victim who cross-âressed 
2 male victims w ho cross-dressed 
1 older victim (60+) 
1 male victim who was a prostitute 
2 male victims who were prostitutes 
1 fernale victim who was a prostitute 
1 victirn who was a transsexual woman and a prostitute 

In many incidents, it was difficult CO ascertain the status of the case from the source materials. 

46 of 
vfctfnis 
72.5% 

Table 3.14 Homicide: Victim's characteristics 

9 
7 
1 
3 
1 
4 
2 
1 
2 
3 

a 

The crime appears to be completely solved, the narnes and outcorne are known. 
and that information is filed 
The crime appean to be completely solved, the names and outcome are known. 
but not d l  that information is imrnediately available. 
The crime is probably solved, but more information is needed on names and/or 

9 
7 
2 
3 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
3 

outcome 
The case is before the courts 
The crime appears CO be unsolved, but more information is needed io confirm 

Table 3.15 Homicide: Case resoIution 

10% 
8% 

2.5% 
3.5% 
2.5% 
4.5% 
2.5% 
2.5% 
2.5% 
3.5% 

cases 
20 

33 

5 

The crime is definitely unsolved 
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n .r. 

24 

40 

6 

3 
13 

9 11 
$3 *, . , ..lo() 1 

3.5 
15.5 



H orniade Cas e R es olu t ion 

Def. uns dved 
11% S olved w dl inb 

24% 

AFparew 
WS dved 

1 6% 

CocirG 
4% 

P r o W y  s dved 
6% 

l 

Figure 3.12 Homicide: Case resolution 

Crime characteristics 

In general. the source material contained more clues about crime patterns in the homicide cases 
6 

than in the queer-bashing cases, allowing more conclusions to be drawn about the generai nature 

of the crimes. More than a quarter of the homicides (27.7 percent) Featured robbery. More than a 

third (35 percent) of the homicides contained references to dmgs andor alcohol. There also 

appears to be a higher level of intimacy between the victim and suspect in homicide cases than in 

queer-bashing cases: in fact, only 22% of the cases occurred in a sening not associated to the 

victim or the suspect. 

carnpsite 
Homicide occurred in or near the suspect's home, parent's home, hotel 
room or carnpsite 
Alcohol andor dnig issues were mentioned 

13 15.5 

Table 3,16 Homicide: Crime Characteristics 
28 33.5 



H omicide Characteris tics 
H omiade included 
robbery 

H omicide occurred in 
or near at leas t one 
victim's home, rented 
room or camps ite 

or near me s us pect's 
home, parent's home, 
hotel room or 
camps i te 

Alcohol andlor drug 
issues were 
mentioned 

At leas t one s us p e d  
was a teenager 

Figure 3.13 Homicide: Crime Characteristicci 

Characteristics of the suspects 

Many characteristics of the suspects emerged from the source material. in 13 percent of the 

incidents, at l e s t  one suspect was a teenager. For the sake of consistency, and in order to not 

skew the data. in this section "suspects" include those charged, convicted and under suspicion in 

both "ciear" and "unclear" homicide cases. "Suspects" includes those acquitted by reason of 

insanity, those who had their conviction stayed, and those who killed thernselves before trial and 

afrer conviction. "Suspects" does not include those found "not guilty." or those whose charges 

were dropped due to Iack of evidence. 

hate groups 
At least 1 suspect attempted to kill himself after arrest but before aiai 

; At l e s t  1 suspect killed himself after conviction 2 2.5 L 

Table 3.17 Homicide: Characteristics of suspects 

2 2.5 



Problematic discourse of the suspects 

The source materiai provided many examples of problematic behaviour or comments 

attributed to suspects andor their lawyers. In 40 percent of the homicide cases, this 

'problematic discourse" provided insights into the degree to which the suspect took 

responsibility for the crime, as well as the suspect's attitudes toward the victim and about 

homosexuality in general. 

% 
. . . .. . -  

6% 
6% 

7% 

. - .  . - :. , - - i- . -  , :  -.'ii;mcfoursr0tcwpscwpsc .,> .. * - 
I .  
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At least 1 male suspect bragged about the victim's death 
At least 1 male suspect, or his lawyer, minirnized or rationdized the 
victim's death 
At least 1 male suspect, or his lawyer, lied or covered up the victirn's 
death 
At least I maie suspect, or his lawyer, made hornophobic cornments or 
used homophobic language 

#otcase!s 
,(m): 

5 
5 

6 

~ t l e a s t  1 male suspect, or his lawyer, claimed not to be homophobic 
At l e s t  1 male suspect committed other homophobic acts or revealed his 

5 

own homophobic values, attitudes or upbringing 
At least 1 male suspect, or his lawyer, blamed the victim or somebody 

6% 

2 
7 

else for the death 
At least i male suspect. or his lawyer, implied the victim either wanted or 
deserved to die 
At least 1 male suspect, or his lawyer, mentioned childhood/teenage abuse 

2.5% 
8.5% 

10 12% 

Table 3.18 Homicide: Discourse of the suspect 

4 
t 

9 

5% 

I l %  



H omiade S usped D iscourse 

a Blamed 
victimh ometx>dy els e 

4 Mentioned 
childhood/benage 
abuse 

Denied being 
homphobic 

Figure 3.14 Homicide: Discoune of the suspect 

Relationship between vicüm and suspect 

In these homicide cases, it is very difficult to get a clear picture of the relationship between the 

victim and the suspect. The defence of many of these cases are predicated on the supposition that 

the suspect had no inkling of the victirn's homosexuality. Although it is often difficult to Say 

with certainty, 'The suspect definitely knew his victim was gay," there are other indicaton to 

measure how "street-wiseT' the suspect was, especially if he was a prostitute or met the victim in a 

gay bar or a gay cruising area. 

Met at gay establishment, kilied elsewhere 
Killed victim insiddin front of queer establishment 2 2.5 % 
Met victim in cruising area, kiiled elsewhere 4 5% 



1 queer community l 1 I 
W e d  victim in a cruising area 
At least one suspect had apparently aiready had previous contact with the 

Table 3.19 Homicide: Victim/suspect interaction 

9 
31 

At least one suspect probably already knew the victim was queer 
At least one suspect already had an intimate relationship with the victim 
The victim and at least one suspect had sex at some point 
The victim and at least one suspect probably met through classified ads 
At least I suspect was reported to have worked at some point as a male 

H omicide Vict im/S us ped I nteroct ion 

11% 
37.5% 

- - 

Metatgay 
es toblis hment, killed 
els e-re 

41 
10 
11 
5 
I l  

Killed viciim ins ideAn 
front of queer 
es tau is hrnent 

49.5% 
12% 
13.5% 
6% 

13.5% 

Met vidim in auis ing 
area killed els e-re 

Killed viclirn in a cf& ing / 
area 

S us ped pobabiy knew 
victirnvm queer 

Suspecthadint[& 
relations hip Ath vidm 

Figure 3.15 Homicide: Victimlsuspect interaction 



Semal advance aliegations 

Understanding the relationship between the victim and the suspect is even more crucial after the 

supect has alleged a sexual advance. Many people think that homosexual advance cases occur 

only during a chance encounter, leading to inflamed passions. In fact, many suspects claim a 

homosexual advance even when they have known or lived with the victim for some time. Sa11 

others mb their victims, then daim they should received special considention since the victim 

attempted to have sex with them. More than half the cases (45 cases) need funher research to 

ascenain whether a "homosexual advance" was alleged. More than 20 percent (17 of the 

homicide cases) warrant an irnrnediate review. 

H omicide: S exual Advance Allegations 
\ 

Figure 3.16 Homicide: Sexual advance ailegations 

96 
25.5% 
20.5% 
54% 

-+ Homicides in which 1 #(n=83) 

Table 3.20 Homicide: Sema1 advance allegations 

At least one suspect implied the victim had made a sexual advance 
Did not 
Don't know 

21 
17 
45 



- - - - - - - - 

1 At least one suspect had some previous contact with the queer community or 1 29 1 3546 1 

Table 3.21 Homicides to be examined 
I 

probably h e w  the victim was &eer or had sex with the victim or had an 
intirnate relationship with the victim or met the victim through a classified ad, 
or met or killed the victim in or near a gay establishment or cruising area or 
robbed the victirn 
Did not 
Don't know 
At least one suspect had sorne previous contact with the queer community or 
probably knew the victim was queer or had sex with the victim or had an 
intimate relationship with the victim or met the victim through a classified ad 
or met or killed the victim in or near a gay establishment or cruising area - but 
alleeed the victirn had made a sexual advance 

L 
Figure 3.17 Homicides to be examined 

16 
38 
17 

19.5% 
46% 

20.5% 



Policing issues 

Police made cornrnendable efforts in 19 percent of the cases. However, in almost a third of the 

cases (27 cases), negative police behaviours were recorded. 

1 Homophobic nature of the crime was minimized or negated 1 13 
Table 3.22 Homicide: Police issues 

Homicide: Police Issues 

Figure 3.18 

H oniophotic nuhre of Ihe aime 
rritirrized or i 

Homicide: Police issues 

Legaüjudicial issues 

W l e  the court was seen to have taken a positive stand in one homicide case (out of 83). 

However, in 23 homicide cases (or 28 percent), the judicid system responded in a negative 

fashion. 



Procedural probIems during the trial 
Crown was incompetent, insensitive or homophobic 
Crown appeared to downplay or disregard the homophobic behaviour 

Hddde: Legd/Juddd Issues 

of the accused 
Problems linked to judges 
Perpetrator escaped prison while awaiting trial 
1 male killed a gay man, went to prison, but fied while on parole 
Two teenage males killed a gay man afier escaping From a youth 
deteniion centre 
MaIe skipped parole then kiI1ed two gay men 
Male jumped bai1 and then was charged with killing a gay man 

1 mie killed a mn 
pism hrtUedMlempcrde 

6 
7 
7 

Figure 3.19 Homicide: LegaVJudicial issues 

7% 
8.5% 
8.5% 

Table 3.23 Homicide: LegaYJudicial issues 

2 
1 
2 
1 

1 
1 

Victixxûzation issues 

Although it is impossible to know what was going through the mind of homicide victims just 

before they died, it is clear that some killings exacted more suffenng than othea. 

2.5% 
1% 

2.5% 
1% 

1% 
: 1% . 



Figure 3.20 Homicide: Victimization issues 

At least one victim expenenced a slow, agonizing death 
At least one victim experienced extreme violence 
At least one corpse suffered further indignities 

Media issues 

Although the media responded positively to the killings in over nine, or 10 percent of the cases, 

Table 3.24 Homicide: Vicfhhtion issues 

8 
17 
4 

covenge wiis problernatic in 21. or 29 percent of the cases. 

9.5% 
20.5% 

5% 

Hocriidde: Meda Issues 

~ . 96 
12% 
12% 

Mediaismes - 
Media was insensitive or sensationdized the crime 
Media approached the subject in an uncritical. incompetent, or 
heterocentric fashion 
Media was silent, downpIayed the crime, or did not follow up 

Fipre 3.21 Homicide: Media issues 

#of cases (r-83) 
10 
10 

Table 3.25 Homicide: Media issues 
, 8 '  9.52  



Charges, convictions and appeals (clear outcomes) 

The cases were divided into those whose judicial outcomes have come to light through this 

research, and those cases whose outcomes are less certain, requiring furcher research. In those 

cases with clear outcomes, this is how the cases divided, with the number of each type of case. 

I maie convicted. no appeal reponed, his narne is known. (He is in prison or i 2 1 21 
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on parole or has compked his-sentence, or he killed himself before completing 1 1 

Out TOM%# . .. 

- ;of.h/ 
. .. . . -. 

C O W  

sentence.) 
2 males convicted, no appeal reported, their names are known. They are in 
prison or on parole or they have completed their sentences.) 
4 males convicted, no appeai reported, their nmes are known. They are in 

5 

prison or on parole or they have completed their sentences.) 
1 female convicted, no apped reported, her name is known, and is either in 

10 

1 

I or has completed her sentence 
.e convicted, no appeal reported, his name is known, and skipped parole 
e convicted, no appeal reported. but his name is not certain 
.es convicted, no rtppeaIs reported, but their nmes  are not certain 
.e convicted. re~ortedlv lost his amed 

4 

1 

Table 3.26 Homicide: Judiciai outcomes 

Specific convictions (clear outcomes) 

After compiling the information above, I was able to draw the following conciusions. 

1 

2 
6 
2 
2 

3 
1 
3 

.e convicted, reportedly won his appeal, outcome is clear 
le found to have killed the victim, but the charges were stayed 
le found to have killed the victim. but acauitted bv reason of insanitv - - - - - - - - -- 

1 male found not guilty 
4 males found not guilty 

2 
6 
4 
2 

3 
I 
2 

~ & e  convicted ofunknown crimes 2 2 
Two males convicted of unknown crimes 3 6 

Table 3.28 Homicide: Specitic convictions, unknown crimes 

- 

1 
\ 1 

- ,  ~o~oonvfcdon(iowncrfmes) % -  ., ' - 
Male convicted of lst-degree murder 
Male convicted of 2nd-degree murder 
Male convicted of manslaughter 
Male convicted of lesser crimes 
Fernale convicted of lesser crimes 

. . 
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1 
4 

Total no. of convictions . 1 59 

Table 3.27 Homicide: Specific convictions, known crimes 

- -' . ToWno. o u ~ m e s  ' 
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12 
14 
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96 
6% 

36.5% 
42.5% 

12% 
3% 
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Zna-degràa murdar {maiai 
I 
I 

Mans toughter (male) 1 
tes s er crimes (mole) I 
Les r er crimes (femaie) 1 

Figure 3.22 Homicide: Specific convictions, known crimes 

Sentencing in cases with cfear outcornes 

Using the data above, 1 was able to draw certain conclusions about sentencing. Technically, 
1 

prisoners may apply for day parole after serving one-third of their sentence. except in crimes 

where the judge has affixed a minimum number of yean to be served before parole eligibility. i.e. 

al1 murder convictions and some other convictions. It would be pointless to compare X, with a 

ten-year manshghter sentence with Y, who receives a IO-year second-cfegree "murder 

sentence." in reality, X will be able to apply for day parole in three yean, four months, while Y 

will only be allowed to apply for day parole after 10 years. 

~ o ~ f # & & o ~ ~ t e M . R s . '  - . -  ,y* : .?,  -. * 
Eligible to apply for day parole within less than 2 years 
Eiigible to apply for day parole at 2 years but before 4 years 
Eligibie to apply for day parole at 4 years but before 6 years 
Eligible to apply for day parole at 6 years but before 8 years 
Eligible to apply for day parole at 10 years but before 15 years 
EIigible to appIy for day parole at 15 years but before 25 years 
Sentenced to at least 25 vears before ~arolc  elieibili~ 

# 1 ..-, ">,% :" ,"4Ld$ 
10 1 33% 
9 
1 
1 
5 
3 
2 

29% 
3% 
3% 
16% 
10% 
6% 



1 No. of undead unknown sentences 1 19 1 
Table 3.29 Homicide: Parole eligibiiity 

HaYicich Pade E ligjtility 

6% 

Figure 3.23 Homicide: Parole eligibility 

Charges, convictions and appeais (unclear outcornes) 

The research raised more questions than it answered. For that reason. 1 also compiled a list of 

cases for which only part of the story was known, according the source material. 



1 1 male convicted of killing a man, decision was reported to have been 1 2 1 2 1 
appealed, but outcome is uncertain 
1 male convicted of kiiling a man, reportedly won his appeal, but outcome 2 

I 

7 

2 

1 male charged with killing a man, but it is unclear whether he was 
convicted 
2 males charged with killing a man, but it is unclear whether they were 
convicted 
3 males charged with kiiling a man, but it is unclear whether they were 

2 

7 

1 

convicted 
4 males charged with killing a man, but it is unclear whether they were 
convicted 
1 male suspect was anested for the murders of two gay men, but killed 

he could be arrested 

A man is presently awaiting trial, accused of killing a gay man 2 3 
A penon is suspected in connection with the killing of a gay man, but it's 1 1 

1 

himself before trial 
1 male wanted in connection with the killing a gay man was killed before 

3 

1 

1 

Discussion 

4 

I 

2 

no& known whether he's k e n  charged 
1 male, suspected of killing 1 gay man and 2 men of unknown sexuality, 
killed himself before he could be arrested 

Do men who kill queen or who allege a "homosexual" advance "get away with murder"? 

2 

Out of 41 known outcomes, 14 were for manslaughter, five for lesser crimes, while eight got off; 

Table 330 Homicide: Unclear outcomes 

I 

in other words, more than half the cases resulted in rnanslaughter or less, cornpared to about a 

1 

quarter (12) resulting in seconddegree murder, and only two 1"-degree murder convictions. Out 

of 3 1 known sentences, almost a third (10) of the men were eligible to apply for day parole within 

two yean. Researching specific judicial outcomes is extremely labour-intensive, but homicides 

involving queer victims and homosexual advance clearly need a lot more scrutiny. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

HOMOPHOBIA, HATE CRIMES AND THE CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE SYSTEM 

To cheers from aimost ail of the few hundred delegates in the 
room, MP Myron Thompson declared, "1 do not hate thieves. 1 
hate thieving; I do not hate murderers, I hate murderenng; I do 
not hate homosexuals, 1 hate homosexuali ty..." (Rayside 
1998: 114). 

In this chapter, the criminal justice system's ability to respond to this violence is examined, as are 

government policies that address hate crimes, policing issues and approaches, and legal remedies 

available to victims. 

Hate crimes statutes and sentencing provisions 

Ln the past decade. there has been an increasing tendency, especially in the United States. to 

cnminalize hate through the legislation of specific crime categories or by increasing penalties. 

Gilmour (1994) warns thrit this criminization strategy can crerite resentrnent towards minorities, 

has the potential for disempowering minorities, or may give rise to definitional problems about 

hate crimes - how does one "prove" hate motivation, and what particular acts need to be 
b 

included? Jeffery (1998) insists that crimes partidly-motivated by hate must be included and "the 

definition should be conceptual and should avoid limiting its scope to closed categories of victim 

characteristics" (Jeffery 1998:6). The Fedenl-Provincial-Territorial Working Group on 

Multicultural and Race Relations in the Justice Systern suggested targening "behavioun which 

flow from or give rise to hatred and which target pesons by reason of k i r  reai or perceived 

membenhip in an identifiable group or which txget a group as a whole" (Jeffery 1998:11). 

Roberts (1995:ix) defines hate crimes more clearly: "crimes in which the offender is motivated 

by a characteristic of the victim that identifies the victim as a member of a group towards which 

the offender feels some animosity." Unfortunateiy, a concept that takes 30 words to define is 

unwieldy and fraught with controversy. 



In 1994, hearings were held to discuss the impact of Bill C-4 1, the act that would amend 

the Criminal Code's sentencing provisions for hate crimes. However, even the queer community 

could not agree on a comrnon definition or approach: Giese (1 995) wamed that, in spite of Bill 

C-41's support from human nghts advocates. "it doesn't actually do much to fight hate. It 

doesn't attack the root causes of prejudice. and it might even cause new human-rights abuses." 

Furthemore, "joining the hateîrimes bandwagon has allowed the govemment to pretend that it's 

doing a lot more for minority rights than it really is." She concludes: "Revenge - and 

punishment - provide a quick solution and temporary c o d o n  to highly complex problerns" 

(Giese 1995:7-9). Although media and activist groups depicted Bill C-41 as a sea change, in 

practice the provisions "did nothing to impair the wide discretion of judges to decide the weight 

to be attached to each factor when deciding sentencing." Whether the new provision has any 

impact whatsoever is unclear "since judges are not even obliged to cite the new provision when 

pronouncing sentence" (Jeffery i998:2 1). 

Shaffer offen four reasons why Bill C-41 was inadequate. and why a distinct hate-crime 

offence needs to be created. ïhe first reason is definitional: a unique hateînme statute "is 

recognition that such violence constitutes a specific form of h m "  (Shaffer 1995:210). Second. 

certain criminal laws play "a normative or symbolic role in insmicting citizens about the types of 

conduct that give rise to social disapprobation." Third. since "white law-rnakers are far less 

likely to view themselves as potential victirns of hate crime than are memben of minority groups, 

they may never have contemplated the criMnal law's role in responding to hate crimes" (Shaffer 

1995:213). Finally, such a law would guarantee a more accurate statistical mapping of hate 

crimes since, at present. "...in the course of plea bargainhg the Crown and the defence sometimes 

agree to omit motive from the attention of the aial judge" (Shaffer 19952 14). 

In the US, the constitutionaiity of hate crime laws has been brought into question because 

they are seen as: (a) infringing on First Amendment freedoms of speech and thought; (b) violating 

guarantees of equal protection under the law; and (c) "violating the due process clause of the 



Fourteenth Amendment through vagueness" (Shaffer 1995215). In Canada, Shaffer warns of the 

possibility of constitutional challenges if Parliament were to pass legislation creating specific 

hate-crime laws in the Code (Shaffer 1995235). Funhermore, very few convictions have 

matenalized in jurisdictions chat have passed specific hate-crimes laws. Prosecuton may be 

reluctant to avail themselves of Iaws that are under a constitutional cloud, or to make bias the 

central focus of the case. for fear of sparking a public outcry. Racist or homophobic police 

officers might not be investigating "hate crime vigorously and might even resist laying a charge 

under a hate-crime provision." Shaffer notes that the above criticisms are "conspicuously absent 

from the literature," which tends to focus on two safer criticisms: the need to prove hate 

motivation beyond a reasonable doubt, and the presence of "unconscious" discrimination in the 

criminal justice system (Shaffer 19%:238). 

Shaffer gives three main reasons why governments are eager to adopt hate crime laws. 

First, "enacting criminal legislation is often a relatively easy way for the government to daim that 

it is addressing a sociai problem." Second, such a tack is relatively inexpensive, and dlows the 

state to avoid the costs associated with the more cornplex task of fighting intolerance and 

educating the public about the fundamental human rights of minorities. Findly, this approach 

generates "considerable media attention, as do trials conducted under hate-crime provisions. The 

publicity provides the government with free political rniteage" - in a way that less glamorous, 

grassroots education does not. Criminal law reform does not usuaily create genuine social 

change, and the powers of the new sentencing provisions to affect substantive change are largely 

"illusory" since judges do not have to explain the degree to which the sentence either was or was 

not increased because of aggravating hate factors (Shaffer 1995:203). In Shaffer's view, Canada 

is better off adopting specific US-style hate crime laws (Shaffer 19953245-6). However, she is 

concerned about 'Vie forms of gmup hatred to be proscribed" and "the offences to which hate- 

crime legislation would apply." Lawmakers would have to choose between sentence 

enhancement and the creation of a separate offence, and would have to decide what to do in 



situations of inter-group violence when "the accused attacks a member of his or her own group 

because of that member's association with members of a disUted group." "Finaily, the degree to 

which the maximum penaity for committing a hate-motivated crime should be increased beyond 

the existing maximum for the underlying violent offence" would also need to be clarified (Shaffer 

l9%:247-8). 

Prison issues 

Some research suggests that gay pnsoners tend to be singled out for rape. Gay and lesbian 

organizations have received letters from prisoners describing "widespread beatings, rapes, verbal 

harwment, and other abuse of those who are gay or HIV-positive. or perceived to be so" (Bemll 

199235). Conectional Service Canada (CSC) has conducted its own surveys about sexuai 

activity in federal prisons. According to one survey, 6 percent of male prisonen had had 

consensual sex. 4 percent had had unprotected sex. and 11 percent had no access to condoms 

(Correctional Service Canada 1996: 17). Consensud sexual activity in federal prisons is 

technically forbidden, "punishable by 30 days in segregation or a move a higher secunty 

institution" (CP, Dec. 18, 1994). According to a media report, CSC refuses to lift the regulations 

on sexual activity (Elder 1997~3). Despite the rule, CSC has reportedly distributed condoms for 

several years (CP, Dec. 18, 1994). This may be due, in part. to the CSC's own survey which 

found that only about a third of the 6 percent of inmates who had consensual sex used condoms 

(Elder 1997). Eigenberg (1994) notes that most of the litennire is unclear when it deals with 

homosexuality and ripe, since there is no distinction between consensual and nonsonsensual sex 

acts. Both the abusers and the victims are lumped together in the "homosexuai" category; in 

addition, "researchea and inrnates re-define acts of rape as consensual homosexual behaviour." 

Rape rates can Vary from .3 percent to 14 percent; those who report rapes also nsk being 

stigmatized (Eigenberg 1994: 146-147). A good example of the way homosexuality and npe are 

collapsed can be found in journalist Kevin Marron's book, The S l m m e c  nie crisis in Canoda's 

prison system: 



Young and vulnerable pnsonen are always at risk of being 
exploited by sexual predatoa ... Prison psychiaaist Neil 
Conacher and colleagues at Kingston Penitentiary estimated in a 
study for a professional journal that, among the 400 inmates ... 
there were at least five predatory homosexual prisoners, 
'wolves' ... the victims end up in the 'bug ward' under 
psychiatric case... 40 percent of the inmates have sex with other 
inmates ... (quoted in Rau, MarcMApril 1998). 

The "typical" sex offender is never described as a "heterosexual rapist," but in this instance, 

"predatory" and "homosexuai" are said in the same breath. Lockwood (1994) believes that 

reports of widespread npe in US prisons are exapented; a more realistic t e m  is "sexual 

hanssment." In his survey, 28 percent of the prisoners "had been the targets of aggressively 

perceived approaches at some point" in their incarcention. To fend off unwanted advances. he 

cites Nacci and Kane (1982), who concIuded that gay prisoners should be 

avoiding 'ferninine* haintyles, gestures and clothing, and staying 
away frorn others, especially hornosexuals, who may suggest to 
others that they are available for sexual activity. Such an 
approach ... is logical and recommended ... what is called for is 
the moral reform of the prison ... For exampte, prisoners would 
not be dlowed CO refer to other men by female referents, it would 
not be pemiitted for males to be accepted as female surrogates, 
and consensuai homosexual activity would not, as it now is, be, 
condoned (Lockwood 1994: 10 1). 

Correctional officers' attitudes may have a direct affect on reporting rates. Eigenberg's survey of 

correctional offices found they "were slightly more willing to prevent rape than to deter 

hornosexuality, which is especially problematic if some rape is being committed under the guise 

of consenting homosexual acts." Also troubling was the fact that officers said "they were more 

willing to protect heterosexual inmates from rape," equating "bisexuality and homosexuality with 

voluntary participation" (Eigenberg 1994: 148). Eigenberg discovered that neady one-half of the 

officers surveyed believe that bbsome victims deserve to be raped"; a third think these victims are 

weak, and one-sixth think the rape victims are gay (Eigenberg 1994:152). Incredibly, none of the 

US training modules for federal or state prisons cover issues of male rape or homosexuality 



(Eigenberg 1994: 159)." It would be interesting to analyze the effectiveness of support groups 

like Kingston Penitentiary's gay group Discovery, whose memben have lobbied for same-sex 

conjugal visits and same-sex cornmitment ceremmies performed by a gay and lesbian church. It 

took Discovery over two years of lobbying before the governrnent would provide prisonen with 

safe-sex information (Rau 1998: 15- 17). 

Tensions over lesbian relationships in prison recently reached a boiling point at the Nova 

Institution for women in Tmro. Prisoners went on a rampage, "clairning they were being 

discnminated against because they were gay ... Inmates articulated a concem relating to the level 

of antagonisrn and violence surrounding same-sex relationships." A board of inquiry found that 

staff were not hornophobic, but noted that prisoners and staff were confused about the Iack of 

clarity about the niles goveming lesbian relationships. A rnde Conservative MLA demanded to 

know "what in the heck is going on." stating, 'Yhere's been some allegarions of open lesbianism" 

(Lambie 1997:4)? A male CSC spokesman said that while lesbianism is tolerated. authorities 

"will intervene if the sexuai activity is coercive or predatory, offensive to othen or against 

community standards" (Beeby 1997). But to which community and to which standards is he 

refemng? 

Violence is also a concern to transgendered prisoners. A transsexual woman who is a 

VPD office? mentioned the case of another transsexual woman who robbed a store, upset that 

her surgery had been postponed. "Because she's preop and still has a penis, she'll probably have 

to go to a men's prison ..." (Interview with P, A p d  30, 1999). An extremely disturbing account 

'' Like Lockwood, Eigenberg thinks part of the solution is to prevent dl prisoners h m  having sex - a nther naive and 
hetemcentric appmach to the complex issue tu anti-gay violence in prison: in the guise of protecting gay prisonen, 
these academics woutd prefer to regulate homosexudity in prison even more, forcing gay men to "pas" as 
heterosexuds. Athough Lockwood mentions certain drawbacks to these recomrnendations, the fact that he actudly 
gives them credcnce and does not discredit them gives pause. fn conrrast to this desire for more regdation, why not 
consider more innovative appmaches? 
32 This statement is either extremely nive, or shodEingIy homophobic, or both. Is he suggesting that it is inappropriate 
for quecr prisoners to corne out? 1s he suggesting that "closed lesbianîsm'* wouId bc tolented? Or is he reaily saying, 
'The existence of opedy-lcsbian prisoners is tmly fnghtening"? 

A tnnsssexual w o m  who is an aaivist said she was not impressed by P's decision to go public about her swgcry, 
because of ail the violence that has alrcady been inflicted on transsexuais: "Big d d .  This person silently stood by 
when al1 these acts happened. 1 wish her the k t ,  but just because somcone in the police department is now taking on a 
new idcntity doesn't make her part of the family*' (Interview with NN, May 1 1, 1999). 



of one transsexual woman's struggle for sumival in Canada's prison system is entitled Prisoner of 

Gender by Kathenne Johnson and Stephanie Casde (1997). Although CSC now has guidelines in 

place for transsexuai prisonen, CSC refused to take Johnson's request for a sex change seriously. 

She said that beatings, rape and harassrnent were cornmonplace. and one transsexual woman, 

Crystal Morgan Funy. was murdered at Joyceville Penitentiary (Johnson and Castle 1997:66). 

She recounts being locked inside a bathroom. held down and raped by two prisoners: "If 1 had 

yelled 1 would have been kilIed ...". A young prisoner smashed het with his fists 30 or 40 times 

"for no specific reason ... as usual there were no repercussions 2. Although a steady relationship 

offered protection. it a i s 0  subjected her to more violence. A dninken lover kicked her repeatedly 

in the back: '"This and other abuses while in prison have left me with three injured vertebrae ..." 

(Johnson and Castle 1997:63-65). Fortunately. the Elizabeth Fry Society accepted her with open 

arms when she began to live at a wornen's half-way house. 

Consequences to victims 

M e n  women are sexually or physically assaulted, most Canadian cities offer 24-hour shelter, 

emotional suppon and medical attention. No such services are available to male gay-bashing 

victims in Canada. A gay Vancouver man who was assaulted at a gay café on Davie Street, 

suffered severe darnage to his back: his thorax was shattered, dong with L2 and L3 vertebne. 

and his body was bruised for six months. After arriving at the hospital in an ambulance, he was 

given a Demerol shot and told to either waik home by himself or pay for his own taxi. A year and 

a half later, he was still off work, suffering from depression, and living in a rooming house with a 

hotplate on $285 a month after his rent w u  paid. Aithough he had received $6.500 in victim 

compensation, it had gone mainiy toward paying off accumulated debts. He was also suffering 

sinal pilonitis, an intestinal infection and a skin infection - side-effects from his daily 

medication: ASA, tetracycline, clonazeparn, trazodone, penicillin, cloxacillin, ibuprofen and 

lithium (Janoff 1995:7-8). 



The intense violence of many Toronto queer bashings suggests that "crimes of violence 

directed against gays and lesbians involve a greater degree of violence dian the average assault ... 

Al1 respondents reported bruising of some kind, with aimost one in five reporting a fracture ... Of 

the 22 cases of head injuries, one-third resulted in concussion." (Roberts 199532). In Stermac 

and Sheridan's (1993:34) review of treatment issues, queer-bashing victims experienced 

depression, anxiety, "headaches, nighunares, crying, agitation and restlessness, weight loss, 

increased use of drugs and dcohol, and deteriontion of personal relationships." They also "lived 

in continuous fear of future aggression" (in Gamets, Herek and Levy 1990). Stemac and 

Sheridan (1993:36) warn that homophobia rnay be subtly internalized by both the client and the 

therapist. Queer-bashing victims 

may experience a resurfacing of critical issues in their identity 
development, such as increased feelings of self-Ioathing, guilt, 
shame, alienation and isolation, and rejection of homosexuali y... 
rnay feel that they have been justifiably punished for being gay; 
they may be blmed by others for the assault and accused of 
inviting or deserving the attack ... Significant rage and anger at 
society, and even at the gay community, following a 
victimization is comrnon (in Anderson 1982, Bard and Sangrey 
1979, Bohn 1984; Gamets et ai 1990). 

The verbal abuse that usuaIly accompanies queer-bashing is particularly damaging "CO a 

survivor's sense of self, as it provokes feelings of self-haued ... Clients rnay anempt to hide or 

even deny their sexual orientation to avoid further victimization" (Stermac and Sheridan 

1993:37). Queer-bashing victims suffer the psychological trauma experienced by other crime 

victims, but are doubly affected "because of their stigmatized status" representing an assault "on 

victims' identities and their comrnunities." These victims dernonstrated higher 1eveIs of anger, 

depression, anxiety and post-traumatic stress disorder. "They also displayed less willingness to 

believe in the general benevolence of people and rated their own risk for future victimization 

somewhat higher than did othe B..." (Herek et al 1997:209-10). Arey (1995) is concemed that 

gay clients feel too powerless to stand up to gay bashea, having "consciously or unconsciously 

accepted second-class citizenship." Therapists dealing with gay male victims are sometimes 



unable to distinguish between symptoms of childhood abuse and symptoms of intemaiized 

oppression. Arey, a gay therapist. points to a client who saw himself as a wimp: "From childhood 

memories of being targeted for abuse for being 'different' on the playground without allies for 

protection, to the current reali ty... of haMng no legal protection or recourse, a mind-set is created 

and reinforced ..." (Arey l995:2 10-1 1). 

Legal remedies for victims 

Jeffery (1998) has written an important handbook, clearly spelling out how Canadian hate crime 

victirns cm seek legal redress. There are two types of legd responses: formal legal proceedings, 

paid for by the state and conducted by the Crown. and pnvate proceedings financed and 

conducted by individuals. Under Section 737 (3) of the Canadian Criminal Code. judges may 

also demand that the offender pay restitution as a parole condition. even though one survey 

showed that restitution was only ordered 6 times out of 4,294 convicted appearances -- less than 

.1%. Stiil, hate crime victims are encouraged to request that prosecutors raise the issue of 

restitution dunng sentencing submissions (Jeffery 1998:23). Besides the more obvious charges 

(assault, sexual assault. aaempted murder, etc.), there may be other applicable, statutes? for 

example, the torture provisions (S. 269.1) provide a penalty of up to 14 yean to penons "acting 

under the authonty of a public officiai" who intentionally inflicts "severe physical or mental pain 

or suffenng, for the purposes of intimidating, coercing, punishing or extracting information from 

the victim or a third person" (Jeffery 1998:25)?' Gangs who swarm their victims c m  also be 

charged with criminal harassrnent (S. 264). intimidation, or watching and besetthg (S. 423). 

People who threaten queers over the phone can be charged with indecent or harassing phone calls 

" Mmy hate crime investigaton have comptainecl that advocating genocide (S. 3 18) and public incitement of haaed (S. 
3 19) do not inchde sexud orientation as a hate ategory (JcKery 1998:13-16). Fmdly, hiinssing phone calIs can dso 
bc pursutd under S. 13 of the C d i a n  H u m  Rights Acr (Jeffery 1998: 15). '' The v i h .  who cornplaincd that guards in a drunk tank mughcd him up, said the Crown "went h u g h  the paces. It 
was my word against the word of 5 people." WIe a male guard knttd him and punched him in stomach, a f e d c  
guatd "picks up a book and sticks it in fiont of her face so she can claim she hasn't seen anything" (htcrvicw with 
EEE, July 17, t999). Victirns can also file with quasi-independent police cornplaints commissions, but the vi& felt 
the odds wen against hia- the police officers werc only found guilty of a misdemeanor, After the victirn had gone 
through a two-year bureaucratie nîghtmare, 'They got a slap on the wrist .., One got a 14day suspension, while anc got 
a tenday suspension. But they wouldn't even offer an apology" (Tnterview with EEE, July 17, 1999). 



(S. 372) or uttering threats (S. 264.1). People who intimidate queers can be subject to charges of 

criminal harassrnent (S. 264). Harassing phone calls cm also be pursued under S. 13 of the 

Canadian Human Rights Act (Jeffery 1998:lS). Finally. queer-bashea who demonstrate "a 

persistent pattern of sexually or physically violent behaviour" and who are "likely to cause death, 

physical injury or to inflict severe psychological damage on other penons in the future" may also 

be declared daneerous offenden (Jeffery 1998:25). 

Unfortunately, queer Canadians cannot necessarily rely upon the state to investigate and 

prosecute these crimes; the next two chapten include many examples of homophobia and 

incornpetence by police and prosecuton. Another option is private prosecution. Although 

cornplex hate crime cases "require considenble legal expertise. tirne and financial resources to 

undenvrite necessary expenses of investigation and. sometimes, expert witnesses," it may. in 

some cases, be the only wûy to achieve a satisfactory outcome. While a successful private 

prosecution may not immediately yield financial damages, it can still have a huge impact: a 

successful private conviction can bolster subsequent litigation and create public outrage (Jeffery 

1998: 17-19).'' Queer-bashing victims are also eligible for compensation, administered by their 

provinces." A victim cm also cornplain to a provincial human rights commission. There is a very 

low ceiling of maximum allowable compensation; commissions only have the resources to refer a 

fraction of the complaints to the tribunal. and attempt to resolve the rest through mediation. 

"Often, defendants who recognize that there is little likeiihood of being subject to a formai 

tribunal hearing will not make any genuine artempts at settlement in the hopes that the 

-. 

bat Zundel is a household namc in Canada precisdy because a Jewish organhation initiated a private prosecution 
for "WiIfully spreading fdse news." The state eventudly twk it ovtr and appealed it to the Supremc Coun of Canada, 
~ n e m t i n g  a huge public debate and incnxsing awmners of anti-Semitism in Canada, ' Although it is rclatively cary CO apply for. therc arc many disadrantagcs. in Onluio. for example. the average awyd 
is onIy $5,000. Lump sums arc apped  at $25,000 and at $1.000 for periodic paymcnts. Applications must bc filcd 
within a year of the crime, and the who1c procedm can takt up to three years to concIude, in addition. the payments 
have b e n  known to w e h  paymcnts, insurance pay-outs. and disability pensions (Jeffery 1998:28). 



commission will simply abandon the case (Jeffery 1998:33)."" The victim bashed in a St. John's 

"dnink tank" went to the Human Rights Association, which advocates on behalf of complainants 

and submits applications to the Newfoundland and Labrador Human Riphts Commission. The 

Commission is 

very officiaus and bureaucratie, and decided that 1 had no case. 
The HRA wmte a long lener. It went back and forth and back 
and forth: after two years 1 was so fnistrated. 1 thought. "Why 
am I going through ail this when they can't enforce anything?l 
Seven months after the incident. they phoned and said 1 hadn't 
filed the daim in time and so my claim was cancelled, even 
though 1 had walked in the door the Monday after the incident 
and gave them the information. By this time 1 was exhausted by 
the whole thing. You can only do it for so long. I'd had enough 
of this. 1 was tired of it by then" (Interview with EEE, July 17, 
1999). 

Litigation is "expensive, tirnesonsuming and stressful to plaintiffs ..." Although perpetrators of 

hate crimes are often youths with limited financial resources. successful lawsuits can financially 

cnpple or banknipt perpetratoa and organizations that would otherwise be untouched by the law 

(Jeffery 1998:38). In cases of queerbashing, sexual assault. intimidation. and harassing phone 

calls, recognized grounds for civil action include negligence, assault. battery, trespass to penon 

and intentional infliction of mental suffering. In cases of swarming, civil grounds cm also 

include wrongful impnsonment (Jeffery 1998: 13-16). Since these are intentional tons. it is not 

necessary to prove physical h m .  'The mere threat of harm is sufficient to constitute assault ...". 

These actions "empower the victim to direct and define the issues, the burden of proof is less 

onerous, and the plaintiff can receive compensatory damages and, possibly punitive damages" 

(Jeffery 1998:3940). However, substantial punitive damage awards - in the event of hmh, 

vindictive, reprehensible and malicious behaviour - are rare in Canada. As of 1996, there had 

been only four in excess of $lOO,M)o in Canadian legal history (Klar 1996:94, in Jeffery 

1998:43). Moreover. punitive damages are not awarded when offenders have been sentenced in 

- 

" Thrce provinces rtquire Lhat the cornplaint be filed within a 'kasonabIe'* timc, the f e d d  Act and three othcr 
provincial cades require that it bc fiIed within a year, whiie ocher jun'sdictions give the cornplainant just six monfhs 
(Jeffcry 1998:33). 



criminal court - to avoid the pnnciple of "double punishment." This nile, however. "has been 

held not to apply where the defendant had been granted a conditional discharge in the criminal 

court and, as such, not truly punished" (Jeffery 1996:43). Finally. another possible option for 

queer-bashing victims is a class action, which is 

... a Iegal suit initiated by a representative on behalf of henelf 
and other people who have suffered similar harm due to the same 
act or omission ... they allow for a large number of victims to 
obtain redress in situations where no single individual could 
afford to sue on his or her own (Jeffery 1996:44)+ 

This nise the question of whether, in law, it wouId be possible for queer rights organizations to 

sue police agencies or prosecutors that refuse to acknowledge queer-bashing, either in specific 

cases or in their generai policies. If this could be done. the threat of a lawsuit could force the 

RCMP, the OPP and the QPF to pay more attention to queer issues. The advantage to cIass 

actions is that they could be "an alternative means of law enforcement and private compensation" 

(Jeffery 1996:44) because they promote deterrence and level an economic penalty on people or 

organizations that would nomwlly escape the law. Unfortunately. because preliminary 

procedures are costly and very time-consuming. only law firms, wealthy individuals. or groups of 

individuals, pooling their resources, with a lot of means at their disposai would be able to 

consider this option. Ostensibly, this option could be initiated by a gay and lesbian rights 

Homophobia and policing 

One US survey of victims of anti-gayAesbian violence revealed ihat 73% never reported the crime 

to the police (Comstock 199 1 :58). In a survey of queer-bashing victims who failed to report, 67 

percent "had experienced or perceived the police to be anti-gay; 14% feared abuse from the 

police; and 40% feared public disclosure of their sexual orientation" (Cornstock 1989, quoted in 

Bemll and Herek 1992:294). How well do police departments across Canada interact with queer 

populations? According to my research, not very well. For exarnple, in 1990, the Montreai 

police raided a pnvate gay and lesbian warehouse party: 



"Having removed their badges, and arrned with nightsticks, 
'peace offices,' standing in formation. provoked the party-goen 
as they poured out of the single entry to the empty loft-factory. 
With verbal insults ('maudites tapettes,' etc.) then with mock 
masturbation (using their nightsticks), and limp wristed gestures, 
the motive for the raid w u  evident to those present ... One of the 
victims of the beating, a well-known Montreal photographer, 
photographed the police attack ... was tripped and thrown ta the 
ground and her camera was srnashed" (Commission 199459). 

Some cf the film survived md %as published the next day in La Presse. "Fifty people reported 

injuries and there were nine arrests. Police insisted they had been asked to break up the party by 

its organizers, but this was flatly denied" (Hays 199529). 

Two days later, about 200 demonstrated in the street in front of 
station 25: "At 1400, about 60 men and women police officers 
in riot squad equipment, with name badges removed. formed a 
w d l  on three sides of the demonstrators sitting in the street. On 
signal, they attacked ... The TV cameras recorded the brutdity ... 
It took about 20 minutes to beat the 200 or so gays and lesbians 
sitting on the street. 48 were arrested, taken into Station 25 and 
beaten again inside the station. One man had a ruptured testicle 
from being beaten with a nightstick in the groin while in Station 
25; he lay screaming on the floor for 30 minutes (until the 
joumalists had left the scene) before the Police would cd1 an 
ambulance for him." (Commission l994:6O) ... "Protesters were 
dragged into custody, some by their legs, some by the hair. Inb 
d l ,  48 people were arrested for mischief, disturbing the police 
and refusing to circulate ..." (Hays 1995:29). 

Another defining moment in Canadian queer-police relations occurred during the 198 1 Toronto 

bathhouse raids. which "resulted in the largest arrest quota since the War Measures Act was 

invoked in 1970, and the largest mass arrest in the city's history" (Fleming 1983:37). Reming's 

analysis looks at three interwoven themes: police procedure, media construction of deviance,19 

and gay resistance to this cnrninalizing process: the images of police smashing through bathhouse 

doors with hamrners and axes hearkens images of illicit bwüegging operations, Such raids could 

aiso be "a f o m  of political protest by enforcement authorities against what they may construe as 

- 

19 During ihe The Toronro Sun's coverage of the bathhouse raids, the papa i a w ~ e d  a stotory about a young m who had 
k n  kidnapped and sexually assaulted by three men, providing "a connection of gay scxuality with criminai actions..,". 
The Sun aIso juxtaposed the bathhouse raid covengc with an atticie of a police officer who had betn kiiled during a bar 
robbery, raising the question, "Who shaii we support, gays who engage in bizam sexud acavitics, or the police who 
die to protcct us against unscntpulous criminais?" (Fleming 1983:47-48). 



overly liberal laws ..." (Fleming 1983:3841). The operation was extremely costly, requiring six 

months of investigation: four bathhouses were raided simultaneously, and 300 oficen were 

involved (Fleming 198351). The police justified the raids because of suspicions about 

prostitution, organized crime and involvement of youth - charges that remained almost 

completely unsubstantiated (Fleming 1983:42). 

Smi th  (1988) fccmes on '?JE secret penetration of gay men's lives by the police" by 

analyzing the steps leading up to the raid on a Toronto bathhouse. Research into police 

oppression of the queer comrnunity is not "a theoretical or tegal issue ... Rather it arose out of our 

generalized everyday expenence as gay people of having our sexuality denied and our lives 

ovemn and sometimes destroyed by the police" (Smith 1988:167). The arrest of over 300 men 

"goes beyond persona1 big0 o... the raids were not pan of a mater plan to win the election" 

(Smith 1988:166). He questions whether these police actions can simply be put down to a 

particular mental state (homophobia) and notes that over-sirnplified accounts of police oppression - 

conveniently fail "to pmvide a concrete description of how the various critical sites of ruling 

involved in regulating sex are articulated to each other." He teases out some of the cornpeting 

"explanations" of homophobic police activity that analysts routinely employ: 

"a case of 'homophobia simple"' 
the "clean-up campaign" explanation, where gays are described as "merely pawns in a 
larger politicai scenario"; 
"the nile of sergeants," where oppressive force is instigated by specific local officers with 
a gmdge; or 
as a conspiracy involving the entire criminal justice system: "a rather self-serving 
arrangement whereby judges have an easy day of it handling guilty pleas that are 
relatively simple to dispense with; the police their clearance quotas ... and the lawyea, 
their sometimes extravagant fees" (Smith 1988: 165-6). 

Smith feels gay activists have Mssed the mark by organizing police liaison committees and 

dernanding psychological testing to weed out homophobic recruits: "...the centrai mechanisms of 

organizing the policing of gays is the Criminal Code ... gening the police off our backs is not ... a 

matter of developing better public relations with police deparünents, etc. but of changing the law" 



(Smith 1988:179-180). In the sarne way that police advise women to behave to avoid male 

violence, Stanko and Curry (19975 19-520) argue that policequeer liaison cornmittees have 

created a dichotomy between the "responsible" queer citizen, who avoids walking in certain 

public areas or behaving "inappropriately," and the "irresponsible" queer. who engages in public 

sex or who fails to conform in public senings. 

Police "promises" arnount to a "declaration of intent to support 'true victims' of 

homophobic violence. "More genenlly, the police promise of sensitive treatment when someone 

cornes fonvard to the police ufier he or she has been assaulted is what is rneant by protection." In 

fact, alrnost the only thing police offers the queer comrnunity is advice: the '"responsible' queer 

must consider himself or herself to be perpetudly rit risk" (Stanko and Curry 1997520). On the 

other hand. police appear to find many resources to police public sex: Humphreys (1970) has 

noted that police routinely patrol areas where men engage in public or semi-public sex: some 

demand exton men by threatening arrest, fines or simply publicizing the fact to family members 

(Humphreys 1970:89). One survey of gay men found bat "85% of those threatened by police 

have engaged in frequent public sex" (Harry 1982559). Back in the 1960s. police in Toronto 

would routinely create peepholes in the ceilings of public washrooms. Kinsman has written about 

s case in 1969 "when a man died in police custody after two cops spied on him through a 

ventilation grill in the washroom of a Toronto gay bar" (in Greyson 1993:388). Greyson explains 

how, in the 1980s. the Ontario Provincial Police would iend a video surveillance system to smail 

police forces across the province, leading to mass arrests in public washrooms, followed by press 

releases "naming the names of the men charged. In St. Catherines in 1985, one of the thirty-two 

men charged cornrnined suicide on the day his name was printed in the local paper." 

The undercover cop will stand at a urinal, pretending to play 
with his cock. until another man signals interest. Sometimes that 
interest can be as little as eye contact or the nod of a head. 
According to some reports, the really zedous cops even flash 
their own hard-ons. It's a simple arrest, the cop's word against 
the man's in court... (Greyson 1993:3856). 



There is no standard appmach to police training programs that deal with homophobia. One 

cunory survey showed that police colleges and poüce services across the country "showed an 

alrnost complete lack of training on lesbian and gay issues at present" (Pepper and Holland 

1999:49). After one group of Ottawa poüce officers received homophobia training, they 

responded that they wanted more information on gay-bashing and washroom sex. the queer 

community's perceptions of the police, the ideology of radical queen. the psycholoey of drag 

queens, as well as AiDS and blood-letting issues" (Pepper and Holland 199954-60). 

Non-urban police forces 

How do major non-urban police departments across Canada interrict with the queer community? 

The analysis is divided into three sections: fiat, a consideration of the policies of police 

departrnents responsible for large sections of Canada. i.e., the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

(RCMP), the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) and the Quebec Police Force (QPF); second, a 

discussion of a special coopentive anangement between the Vancouver Police Department 

(VPD), the Attorney General of British Columbia and the RCMP; and finaily. an examination of 

the hate crime policies, prognms and statistics specific to other police departments in Canada's 

largest cities. 

Not only are vast regions of Canada under the RCMP's purview, but the force has 

traditionally fulfilled federal criminal justice pnorities and played a leadership role in shaping the 

approach to policing in the r a t  of the country - except in matten queer. Gary Kinsman recently 

released a study on the RCMP's witch-hunt against Canadian public servants and the military 

dunng the Cold War, with details about how the lives of gay men and lesbians were ruined in the 

late 1950s and early 1960s. Even now, most victims have been reluctant to talk about it 

(Bronskill, March 9. 1998:A4). Within the RCMP, homosexuality was considered a "chamter 

weakness." Despite the Criminal Code refonns of 1969, an antiqueer hiring policy was strictly 

enforced until 1986; the RCMP also strongly supported the fedenl decision to exclude sexual 

orientation fiom the Canadian Human Rights Act. As recently as 1985, RCMP documents 



described homosexuals as a "security risk," an "operational impediment9* and "in conflict with 

'accepted moral standards"' (Kinsrnan 1996:359-360). 

Regarding hate crimes, getting even a "saaight" answer out of the RCMP proved to be 

nearly impossible. There is no particular penon in charge of queer-related issues and no liaison 

cornmittee with the queer conununity. The RCMP fmt advised me to cal1 the Canadian Centre for 

Jusrice St3tistics. but I w3s qi?ic!dy infomed they had no records on queer-bashing. An RCMP 

officer in charge of statistics in Ottawa toid me, 'The victim's sexual orientation is none of Our 

business." He said: "We'll get in trouble if we ask the victim's sexual orientation because of the 

human rights code." 1 explained that there were many gay and lesbian victims who would be 

willing to tell the RCMP officen their sexual orientation, but he became agitated and ended the 

conversation. With more penistence I got in contact with a representative of the RCMP's Crime 

Prevention Branch who is responsible for crime prevention programs. policy development and 

victims' issues. He said: "Are we actively studying anti-gay violence or monitoring it? Not to 

my knowledge. Why not? A good question. There isn't a red movement to do this." Then he 

said, "Because of human rights legislation, we're not allowed" to track crimes affecting 

minorhies. When 1 asked why the RCMP was "allowed" to track crimes affecting abonginals. he 

explained that the the RCMP had entered inro an agreement with the Assembly of First Nations, 

and he hypothesized that a national gay organization could also be mandated to capture queer- 

bashing data (Interview with EX. May 21, 1999). Unsatisfied with the vagueness of these 

responses. 1 forwarded him the following list of extremely detailed questions. My comments are 

in italics. 

In a BC assault, what choices does the attending oficer have in 
temu of classifling the crime, classifiing the victim, and 
clussifiing the suspect? What boxes does he check on Let's s q  
the m u l r  involved a gay white d e .  How is thar crime 
clussified? How eary is it for you to uccess specifc information 
on that crime, compared to, Say, an assault agnimt an 
aboriginal, a w o m  or a Sikh? Whnt human rights legislation 
prevents the RCMP from tracking hate crimes? What is the 
Onawa Police Service free ro do t h  you are not? Why does the 



RCMP keep saying, " We 're not allowed to iqu ire  about a 
victim's sexuality. We'll get in trouble if we ask We'd like to 
help but we are bound by h u m  rights legislution?" Whar 
RCMP policies are in place to recruit women, visible minorities 
and Aboriginals? m a t  RCMP policies are in place to recruit 
gays and lesbians? How many hours/daydweeks of training do 
new recruits, and longer-serving members, receive devoted to 
issues involving wornen, aboriginal Canadians, ethnic minorities 
and, in cornparison. gays and lesbians? Why h a  the RCMP 
developed program that address the victim izat ion of 
-4boriginals. women ond visible rninorities, hilr not gays and 
lesbians? (Letter from Janoff, June 10, 1999). 

The rnost practical way to answer these questions is for you CO 

make a request under the Access to Information Act. asking to 
look at Our Operational Policy. Operationai Scoring Reporting, 
as well as the Course Training Standards for recruits at Depot .... 
This would be the most expedient way to get the information to 
you and would allow you to view the policy to see why we 
investigate these matten in this manner (Letter from KK, June 
28, 1999). 

I've been trying to get answers ro these questions from the 
RCMP for trhree months. and have now run out of tirne ... It would 
appear thar there is nobody in the RCMP who is willing to give 
me 'straight' anrwers to chose very specific questions I've fared 
you (Letter from lanoff, June 28. 1999). 

The questions may be 'suaight.' but as you said it is the\ 
explanation that would accompany that answer that will take the 
time. By looking at the policy that 1 rnentioned, you would get a 
very good idea as to why the research would take so long. I 
would not say that the RCMP is trying to avoid your questions, 
but the rationale behind the answer would take the time" (Letter 
from KK, June 29, 1999). 

Ontario Provincial Police and the Quebec Police Force 

The OPP and QPF function very much like the RCMP do in other provinces and temtoties: they 

police areas that are not served by any other municipal police force. My discussion with the OPP 

was also frustrating, but for other reasons. My cal1 was forwarded to an official in the hate crimes 

unit who claimed chat the OPP does keep track of haie crimes on the bais of sexual orientation. 

However, when 1 asked him how many there had been, he said, "Zero." When 1 asked him to 

explain, fint he said, "We go by the Criminal Code definition of crimes." In other words, since 

queer-bashing is not a crime under the Criminal Code, they do not even keep track of it. His 



explanation for the "low" number: 'There could be two reasons: 1) It's not k i n g  identified Like 

that, or 2) there hasn't been any." At first 1 thought he was saying the system was flawed, but 

then he said: "1 believe it's adequately addressed in terms of the way the system handles it. The 

sentencing category adequately addresses this issue.'" Although at fmt  he clairned not to know 

of any queer-bashing cases, he extrapolated a bit, explaining that queer-bashers are 'hot like 

regular offenders. Usually there is money or dmgs invo~ved.'~' When 1 asked him how much 

training OPP officers receive at Ontario Police College. he explained that "the investigation of 

hate cnmes is in our syllabus. It's a three-week course. One three-hou lecture on hate crimes. 1 

broadly touch on anti-gay violence" (hterview widi X. May 17, 1999). 

1 called a QPF official. who said the force does not keep a c k  of queer-bashing because 

its jurisdiction falls outside Montreal's populous queer community. The only cnmes he had ever 

heard about involving queea were public nudity and n gay m m  who was falsely accused of 

murder. He referred me to a QPF officer who used to coordinate a gay and lesbian liaison 

cornmittee in the mid-1990s which has since been disbanded: "We've taken a step back because 

it's not a prionty from the community point of view." I asked the officer if he could think of any 

crimes against gays and lesbians in the QPF's jurisdiction. He mentioned a murder in 

Shawinigan but irnrnediately said, "But it wasn't a gay-bashing," although he added that the 

suspect's version of events did not seem believable (Telephone conversation with DDT May 12. 

1999). On the other hand, the coordinator of Dire Enfin la Violence complained that the QPF 

denies that queer-bashing occurs within their region, even in the populous suburbs: "...they still 

amst  gays for public sex at Oka Beach - but they donTt want to have anything to do with 

violence! We don't have any data on queer-bashing outside the city since the authorities Say it 

doesn't exist." 

The inference is bit. as fx as the OPP are concenid, thme are O quecr-bashing cases. '' The infcrence is that queu victims of violence are the authon of th& own misfornine. 



Cooperation between the RCMP, British Columbia and Vancouver Police 

An interview with a couple gay-bashed in Osoyoos, BC, indicates the dilemma queer-bashing 

victims can face in outlying areas, where the police and Crown have less exposure to the problem. 

While the couple was in bed asleep, three suspects srnashed their way into their home with an 

iron bar and attacked them. The suspects also broke al1 the windows in their house, called them 

"Fucking faggots," and threatened to corne back and kit1 them. Police and Crown botched the 

case, and the suspects were acquitted. The victims had to beg the police to investigate the 

suspects the next day; one suspect was seen nursing a head wound obtained when one of the 

victims, while being attacked, had struck back with a large pepper shaker. Vital evidence - the 

blood of the victims and suspects which lay spattered throughout their home, the iron bar and the 

broken pepper shaker - rernained in their house after they were rushed to the hospital. 

Our lawyer only had two days to prepare. Our Crown Attorney 
was hornophobic so we got nd of him. He had a problem with 
homosexuality-in general. His attitude. He said he couldn't 
undentand why we wouldn't cal1 it a break and enter. The cops 
were cafling it break and enter for the fint day. The ambulance 
attendant knew from the outset it was a gay-bashing. The police 
didn't go after the case like an aggravated assault. They didn*tl 
investigate it in that light. The photographer adrnitted he was 
inexperienced. They didn't guard the site. They didn't take 
fingerprints. They didn't properly take evidence. They didn't 
take pictures of us (Interview with CCC, Iune 7, 1999). 

Fortunately, there is also some good news to report: it is possible to move beyond bureaucratie 

indifference, veiled homophobia and a lack of cooperation between agencies and jurisdictions. A 

Vancouver Police Department officer and an RCMP officer have been seconded by the B.C. 

Attorney General's Vancouver office, where they coordinate the provincial hate crimes unit, 

established in 1996 with a staff of ten, including Crown prosecutors (Yeung, Feb. 6. 19979). 

British Columbia is the fmt province to insütute a province-wide, universal definition of haie 

crimes, a province-wide enforcement policy, a provincial toll-free information line. and a 



province-wide database to track details of hate crimes across the province." The mandate of the 

hate crimes unit is to: 

attain consistency in police investigation and repocting 
coordinate enforcement 
develop a data tracking system 
strengthen linkages with provincial, f eded  and international agencies 
respond to victim needs 
identify required legislative changes 
provide training for police and orher personnel (Ministry of Attorney Gzmral 1999) 

The unit also cooperates with VPD's B a h  Line and Multiculturalism BC. an arm's-length 

provincial agency that facilitates cross-cultud understanding and supports anti-racist activities 

with conferences, youth activities and comrnunity consultations (Ministry of Attorney General 

1999). Police officers who work with the hate crimes unit are expected to: 

assist local police agencies with hate crimes investigations; 
create and update a database of hate cnme suspects and link it to other intelligence sources; 
make sure that specific local police agencies know about hate-related activities that are 
occunng in their own and surrounding jurisdictions;" 
participate in community education and ouueach; 
cooperate with other provincial and federal apncies: and 
inform human nghts groups about haie activities chat cannot be prosecuted (Ministry of 
Attorney General, Jan. 1998:3). I 

Out of 7,000 police officen in the province, about 1,200 have k e n  trained in the hate cnme 

team's new approach to hate crimes (Interview with O, April 30. 1999). The unit has issued the 

following guidelines for investigating offices: 

they m u t  attend to a hate crime 
if they have questions as to the suspect's motivation, they are encouraged to contact the hate 
crimes unit 

F, The provincial govcrnment hm dso initiated other changes. After a passenger was queer-bashed by a teenager on a 
Bowen Island ferry, BC Ferries announcd plans to spend up to $10,000 for a youth worker to ride the ferry (CP M y  
19, 1999). The Attorney G e n d  dso appointed the province's first opcnly gay judge, Gary Cohen, who was swom in 
on Feb, 15, 1999 (Findlay 1999: 11). 
" in  one instance, the provincial hate crimes unit wiïs consulted by the RCMP detachment in Mission after a man who 
used homophobic language w u  chargcd with uttering a thrrat (Yeung, Jan. 22, 1998). Recent RCMP budget cuts have 
;iffccted the hate crimes unit's ability CO invcstigate crimes outside Grtater Vancouver, sincc the pro- is jointIy 
funded by the RCMP and the province. Corp. Craig MacMillan said the cuts have aiready hiid an impact on two hate 
crimes investigations in British Columbia, since his unit must compete against other special units, iike the cornmerciai 
crimes section (Yeung, OCL 29,19983). 



"...proper securing of evidence, witness and victim statements, consultation with supervisoa 
and other senior offices, and utilizing other police resources (e.g.. identification, crime lab, 
media relations) must be considered" 
victimization issues are "paramount" 

The officer must take into account: 

the suspect's statement and comments 
the use of syrnbols or gestures associated with hate 
the timing of the event (e.g. a specific holiday) 
ihs perception o l  the victim or the visrim's sominunity 
the perception of witnesses 
the location of the crime 
the suspect's previous involvement in sirnilar crimes (Ministry of Attorney General, Jan. 
1998: 13-15). 

The new guidelines for prosecutors were established in July 1997: "Crown is supposed to oppose 

release and isn't supposed to go to alternative meaûsures without express permission of the 

victim. The Cmwn must put the accused before court. and isn't supposed to plea-bargain." 

Unfortunately. very few Crown have recrived training on these new guidelines which means that. 

in reality. many hate crimes are still being prosecuted the old way. "We find we're having to 

motivare the Crown to implement the new policies" (Interview 

following BC queer-bashing statistics corne frorn a number of 

different configurations. 

with O, Ap. 30, 1999). The 

t 

police sources. and in many 

BC POLICE HOMOPHOBIC HATE CRIME STATISTICS, 1994-1998 

1 1994: Vancouver 1 In Febmary 1994, VPD said thete had ben 26 gay-bûshing incidents in the p s t  ycar and a ( 

1995: Vancouver 
half. (Smith t994:2). 
In 1995 there were 13 assaults, and h threats; in part of 1996 ihere were 12 assaults, two 

1996: Vancouver 
thrmts, a robbery and a hate mail (Ward 1996:AL). 
In part of 1996 there were 12 assaults, two h t s ,  a robbery and a hnte mail (Ward 

N96: Rest of BC 

1996:~l). Two rnonths later, the police said that out of 25 o ~ m c e s  based on sexud 
oricnt;itian. 16 of these wcre assaults (Yeung, Feb. 6, 1997:7), 
in 1996, the hate crimes unit aacked 25 queer-related crimes amss  BC, including 16 
assaults, afthough how many occurred outside of Vancouver is not cIear (Yeung. Feb. 6, 

1997: Vancouver 
1997:7). 
In 1997, when the Vancouver Police Department estabIished a repomng service caild the 
B a h  Lhe. "about a dozen" sepante incidents were reported within the fint threc months, 
including '%ve cases of relationship violence, ai1 h m  men ..." (Yeung, July 24, 1997 15). 
From May 12 to Sept. 25-59 criminai offences wett recorded at the Bash fine, "with 38 
located in the West End and six on the East Side. Of these calls, 23 were assaults, 
including five assauIts with a weapon and one sexud assault.. nine îbreats of violence and 
t h  domestic assaults,., 34 incidents reportecl to the Bash Line werc not reportecl to the 
policc ..." (Yeung, kt 2. 1997:9). 



Urban Police Departments: Poiicies that track queer-bashing 

1998: Vancouver 

1998: Rest of BC 

"Calgary Police have kept track of hate crimes on the basis of sexual orientation since 

Out of the 34 homophobic in Vancouver in 1998.24 were violent crimes: 23 were 
levels I and 2 assault, and one a robbery. There 20 d e  victims, 2 fernale victims and 
2 transgendercd In 1998, the= WC= 44 crimes across the province with homophobic 
motives. Ody seven of the 44 occumd outside Vancouver (Lener h m  0, Sept, 23, 1999). 
Seven crimes occurred in Bumaby, Surrey, Houston and Pender Island. Of thesc seven, 
only one was an assault (on a lesbian victim). 'fhe rest wcn mischief and hanssment 
(Letter h m  O, Sept, 23, 1999). In Victoria, the police department said that 'ü" hate crimes 
had been registed (Interview with Q. A p d  28. 1999). 

1996," according to one deputy chief (Interview with S, June 8, 1999). in Edmonton, a crime 

Table 4.1 BC Poüce Homophobic Hate Crime Staüstics, 19941998 

motivated either "in whole or in part" by hate is considered a hate crime. "Ifs been the 

responsibility of an assigned detective in the criminal intelligence area" to review hate files for 

about 20 years. but statistics are only available since 1994 (interview with S. May 21, 1999). 

"Saskatoon Police Service does not have a separate category for hate cnmes" (Interview with L, 

Aug. 12, 1999). Regina Police Service "wouid keep track of crimes if they did occur. But it's 

not a policy to specifically classify those crimes" (InterYiew with U, April 22, 1999). In 

Winnipeg. the police have tncked hate cnmes on the bais of sexual orientation since 1993. The 
b 

city is broken into six districts; there are hate crime-uained officen in each district. Al1 hate 

crimes are flagged as such and are automatically high-prionty. When their computer system 

generates a report, "it pops up every four days until we deal with it" (Interview with W. June 23. 

1999). 

Although the Sudbury Regional Police introduced a hate crime policy in August 1995 

(Roberts 19958)' it would appear to exclude sexual orientation, since the department declined to 

send me any information (see letter from CC, May 17, 1999). In London, "We have a coding 

system. When the officer gets to the scene, the officer is able to change the code. Each report is 

audited by a Street supeMsor to see that the officer has coded the crime properiy. In Dec. 1996 

we had a different system. Started tracking hate crimes on the computer in 

can't identiw any of the crimes because there's a 'tombstone' system. 

1994. Before 1997,I 

Just the basic name, 



address and date of birih. Al1 1 know is that some peaon is a Mctim. Now we have a keyword 

system" (Interview with Y. Aug. 3 1, 1999). Since 1996, Hamilton police have considered hate 

crime motivation to be "in whole or in part" (Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Police. Oct. 15, 

1997: 1). Ottawa police have kept track of queer-bashing since 1993 (Ottawa-Carleton Regional 

Police Service 1998). The Hate Crime Section of the OCRPS investigates hate crimes. conducts 

Intelligence on hîte p u p s  a d  individlids. and provides communiry ouûeach ro the affected 

cornmunities of hate crimes (Letter from BE!, May 26, 1999). The Toronto Hate Crime Unit, 

which cornes under Intelligence Services. was set up in Jan. 1993. From 1993 to 1997, a hate 

cnme had to be "solely motivated by hate. Now it's "in whole or in part." In the past, a traffic 

incident would never have been classified as a hate crime (Interview with NNN, May 4, 1999). 

Police for the Montreal Urban Community did not supply information despite repeated 

requests. However, according to a media report. "Unlike police forces in Toronto and Ottawa, 

MUC police don? have a specialized hate-crime squad. MUC police are instmcted to note in their 

reports if they suspect a cnme is hate-related" (Riga 1996:A3). In Quebec City, a police 

representative said there was no specific category for anti-gay violence (Interview with FF, May 

20, 1999). In Fredericton, a police representative said that no records were kept specifically on 

hate crimes against gays and lesbians (Interview with GG, May 26, 1999). h Charlottetown, the 

police randomly receive reports of queer-bashing (telephone conversation with HH, May 21. 

1999). In Halifax - according to the "official version" given to Roberts in 1995 - "Collection of 

statistics relating to hate crimes began in January 1994. The Halifax Police Department has taken 

steps to ensure that al1 memben of the force are aware of the existence of hate crimes ..." (Roberts 

1995:27). However, a senior oficer said, "We don? keep track of hate crimes. Unless there is a 

separate violation put into the Criminal Code. we're not going to change [this policy]" (Interview 

with II, April22, 1999). A spokesman for the Royal Newfoundland Constabulary said the RNC 

has no specific policies or cornmittees that deal with the gay and lesbian community. 



Urban Police Departments: Staüstics 

The purpose of this section is to demonstrate how difficult it is to make sense of most 

police department's hate crime statistics. Few departments keep track; the statistics that do exist 

outside of Toronto and BC are quite unclear. Some depaments sent me hate cnme statistics 

without explaining how many involved queer victims. Othen sent "sexual orientation" statistics 

on "hate crimes" which did not explain how many of these were assaults and how many were less 

senous offences, like nameiialling or rnischief. It is precisely this lack of uniformity chat has 

been criticized by experts, who are cailing for national hate cnme strategy. A surnmary of the 

stntistics from these police depanments appean on the next pages. 



CANADIAN URBAN POLICE IIOMOP11IOI)IC 11ATE CRIME STATISTICS, 1990-1999 

City 
Cal- 
gary 

Ed- 
1110n- 
lon 

Saska- 
toon 

- 
Regina 

Winnl- 
l'cg 

Lon- 
don - 

1990 
''Policc arc 
swarc of 
numcraus 
tncidcnis of 
assauh on 
male 
prastiiutes 
and ihcir 
cusion~crs'~ 
(Huichinso 
n 1990;411). L 5 haie crimes. 

unclew i f  ihcy 
rcfcr io scxud 

I oncrifafion 
(Eûinonion 
I'olicc Service 

incidcnis, approx, 
1993 (Intcwicw 
wiih L, AUB. 12, 

6 hatc crimes, 
unclcar i f  ihcy 
rcfcr la scxurl 
oricniaiion 
(Wriionioii Policc 
Scrvicc 1998). 

(Lciicr from V, 
Dcc. 2, 1998) 

S Iiaic criiiier, 
unclcar if ihcy 
rcfcr io scxuul 
oricntatiun 
(Wiiionton 
Police Servicc 
1998). 

1997 
Aom Junc 1, 1997 io May 
3 1, 1998, ''9 crinies 
involving scxual orieniaiion 
wcrc recorded," but unclcar 
i f  ihey arc violcnt (Lnicrvicw 
wiih D, Micy 14, 1999). 

7 hutc crinies, uncleur if ihty 
rcfcr ta xxuicl oritntaiion 
(Eûmonion Policc Scwicc 
I9W). 

4 gay-bashings ( l r i tcr from 
V, lkc. 2. 1998) 

2 nan.violcni hoinophobic 
crirncs (Inicrvicw wiih Y, 
Aug. 3 1.1999) 

1998 
For 1998, 11 ciffenccs wcre 
recordai rttaiing to scxual 
oricniation, biii undcar i f  ihcy 
arc violcni (inicrview wiih D, 
Micy 14, 1999). 

gay man in  Junc 1998 
(Lnicrvicw wiih C Aug, 12, 
1 W9) 

hnic leiicr IO ihc Mayor. 
(Inicrvicw wiih U, Apd 22. 
1999) 

Dcc. 2,19911) assaulis, and 2 ihrcais 
againsi gay men 
(Inicrvitw wiih W, 

crime (Inicrvicw wiih Y, May 
10, 1999) 



16 *'crimes bas4 
on sexual 
oncntaiion" (bu1 
unclcar how many 
art violcni): (TH 
1998) 

11 *'crimes 
based on scxuril 
oricnlation" 
(but unclcar 
tiow niany arc 
violeni). (IPS 
1998) 

lubian, 
biscxuol and 
innsgcndcr, 
crimes (bu1 
unclear tiow 
ntany arc 
violcni): 42,3, 
O, O {OCRPS 
1998) 

22 "criiiics bas4 
on scxual 
oricn~a~ion" (but 
unckar how 
niany are violcril) 
( W S  1998) . 

1993 and 1994; 
Anti-gay, 

transgcndcr, 
crinies (but 
unclcar how 
iiiany PIC violcni): 
21, J,3,2 
(OCHPS 1908) 

Anii-gay, Icsbiun, 
bircaual and 

aguinri 4 gay 
nicn, 1 Icsbiun, 
I iransgcndcr. 
bui unclcar i f  
ihcy arc violcni 
(iismilton- 
Wentwonli 
1996) 
14 
homophabic 
assaults 
(including 2 
lcsbiitn 
victims) and 2 
ihrcais (Mciro 
Toronto 
1996;2-7) 
Anti-gay, 
Icsbian. 
biscxual and 
transgcndcr, 
crinics (but 
unclcar how 
iiian y arc 
violcni): 33, 
18,7,7 
(OCHPS 19911) 

"ilaic crirncs" iigainsi 6 gay 
nitn. 2 Icsbiuns. but uriclcar 
if th& arc violchi (tlamilton- 
Wcniwonb, Ikc. 3 1, 1997) 

I S hoiiiophabic crirncs, 
including 9 gay-bashings, I 
lubian-bashing and I ihreac 
againsi a gay Irian (Mciro 
ï'oronio l996A.8) 

Anii-gay, lcrbinn, biscxuul 
and iratisgendcr, crirncs (but 
uriclcar how mmy arc 
violcni): 42, 12.0, 1 
(OCHI'S 1998) 

5 "haie crinies" bascd on 
"scxuaI orientaiion," and 4 
"bias incidents bascd on scxual 
orientailon," but unclear if lhcy 
arc violcni (Fax from 2, May 
28, 1998) 

Anti-gay, lesbian, biscxual and 
iransgcndcr, crimes (but 
unclcar how many are violent): 
3 4  7, I ,4 (OCHPS 1990) 



Mont- 
rcal 

Fredcr 
-Won 

Chur- 
loltc- 
town 

- 
Ilolilrax 

",..about a doren 
scnour assaulls a 
wcck againsi gays 
and Lcsbims" 
(Picard, Rb. 12, 
1993)." Ovcr a 
ihrte-month pend 
in 1993,113% of al1 
Montrcal hait 
crimes victinrs werc 
gay men, and ovcr 
hall of uII hatc 
crirncs in Monircal 
Junng ihis pend 
involvd violcnce 
(Roberts 1995:33). 

3 hait crimes 
bciween Jan. 
anci Oci. 1994, 
but unclcar il 
lhcy wcrc 
violent or 
hornophobic 
(Hubcns 
1 W5:2 7) 

quur-bashing 
C U t S  W U C  

*'significanily 
marc likcly io 
involve viaJcncc. 
T'us nlmosi ninc 
oui of tcn hutc 
criincs aguinsi 
gey iargcis 
involvc violcncc, 
wliilc only 30 
prrccni of ami- 
scriiiiic haie 
criincs involvtd a 
crime againsl the 
person" (Hobcns 
1995:25). 

I 

rccordul i n  Montreal, 
including eighi ihai iiugcied 
gays and lcsbianr -- 
coniparcd 187 in Toronto 
and 161 in 0tiawa.Carlcion 
(Vu 1998: 
11 1 ). 

A gay bar was bumcd la thc 
ground in thc laie 90s' but 
noihing w u  provui (Inlcrvitw 
wiih GG. May 26, 1999). 

Tuble 4.2 Canediun Urbun IBylice Hnniupliol)ic Ilutr Crime Statistics, 1990-1999 
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HH, May 21,1999) 
"WC have O gay- 
bashing cases... 
Wc'vc had a fcw 
bashings whcrc 
ihcy'rc noi rcponcd, 
and verbal insulis in 
front of bars" 
(interview wiih II, 

Tlw Monireul policc did un "unulysis" o f  crime in Ihc Gay Village froni Nov. 1W1 iu Oci. 1993 ürid coiicliidcd ihut, iii 1992, ilicrc wüs ucluully 3% less crime tlierc thun in the 
rcsi o f  11ic district. Evcn ihougli lhc police udmiilcd ihc survcy wus ii irthodologicil ly fluwcd, ihcy siill concliidccl ihut criiric i n  iI\c Villiigc wus lcss thun wlirii peoplc believed. 
Ilicy ulso blumcd guys fur rcfusing IO rçporî cnmiiiuls who viciiiiiizçd ihcii, (Coiiiriitssiriii 1994:66). 



Urban police departments: Initiatives that address queerbashing 

bbPolice initiatives" across the country regarding the queer cornrnunity have ranged h m  

proactive outreach to reactive violence perpetrated by the police. Even within a given police 

department, it is impossible to generalize: a program that received a lot of media coverage one 

year could be dead the next year. In Vancouver, after a series of gay-bashings and a Street march 

in 1992, VPD announced that officen would "be given scnsitivii- u;ünir.g and insuucted to 

record the sexual orientation of assault victims when responding to reports of gay-bashing." 

However, the chief said that "confidential notations on sexuai orientation will be taken only if 

members of the gay community agree." He aiso promised chat police would "be given training on 

how to recognize gay-bashing and how to respond" (Lee 1992:~l)? As part of the city's 

cornmunity policing initiative, an office was established just off Davie Street. The police have 

also had drop-in hours at the The Centre (the queer community centre) where community 

members can talk to the police (Allan 1997:lO). In August 1997, VPD Chef Bruce Chambers 

made headlines as the first Canadian police chief to mach in a Pnde parade. However, in an 

interview, he was asked to commit to establishing "a red cornmittee where cornmunity members 

can have a real effect on the way policing is done," but he did net? Was he satisfied with the 

current civilian cornplaints process? He said, "Yes 1 am, 1 think the system works e x ~ m e l y  

well, I think it's a system people should have confidence in ..." (Yeung, Nov. 13, 1997: 19). 

In 1990, a Calgary police oficer who overheard four teenagers planning to "roll some 

gays" in a cruising area went undercover; he was attacked in his unmarked car. and three 

teenagers were arrested (Hutchinson 1990:48). The Calgary Police Service has a gay and lesbian 

in 1999, however, diversity aining courses wcre "still vo1untxy for serving memben" although new remlits are 
givcn the course, and trained on gay-bashing through the Justice Institute of British CoIumbia" (Letter hom 0, Nov. 
23,1999). 

One Vancouver Police Depârmient officcr, responsiblc for "gay and lesbian Liaison," admitted in an interview that 
whcn he fint cane into contact with gay people on Granville Street, "1 was shockcd to discover that most of them 
didn't even find me attractive! Mer fhat, 1 realized they weren't rnonsters and they wcren't w n g  to npe me" (Janoff 
19954). In another interview, the same officu, when a s k d  to describe issues affccting ihe tryisgenderrd, said: 
"You're dealing with a diercnt culture with a diiennt set of ruIes, values and mords if you will- It's r e d y  no 
different than when 1 went to Paris when 1 was 19 ..." m e  Bell 1996:3). 



liaison committee which meets once a month. Police representatives have aiso had a boodi at a 

community dance, spoken on queer radio shows and been feanired in queer publications 

(Interview with D, May 14, 1999). In 1998, a system was set up to allow queers to anonymously 

report queer-bashing incidents (Dolik and Toneguui 1998:B2). The Edmonton Police Service 

established a gay and lesbian liaison committee in 1992 "to raise awareness and promote 

education on Say issues. Six police officers and eight civilians serve on the cornmittee" (Mandel. 

Dec. 5, 1995:B6). A senior officer has chaired it for more than two yem. talking to queer radio 

shows and to groups at the gay and lesbian con~rnunity centre (Interview with S, May 21, 1999). 

In 1991. after an outbreak of queer-bashing in Winnipeg, police would not commit to increased 

patrols. "Staffing levels dictate if [officen] c m  patrol the walkway behind the Legislature 

grounds and the Granite Curling Club," a police spokesman said. A liaison comminee was also 

being established (O'Connor. Oct. 14. 1991:5). In 1992. a. Crime Stoppes commercial was 

taped. recreating the 1992 murder of Gordon Kuhtey in a gay cruising area ("Police get tip on 

'gay bashing."' Winnipeg Sun, June 12. 1992. p. 5). In 1993. five officen from the hatecrimes 

unit were assigned "to investigate gay-bashings near the Legislative Building ... police will also 

step up the frequency of bike patrols in the area" ("Squad to probe attacks on gays," Winnipeg 

Free Press. Sept. 8, 1993). In 1995, "dong the river walk behind the Granite Curling Club ... 

undercover officen tned to catch violent thugs who prey on homosexuals who frequent the area*' 

(Owen 1995:A4). 

In Hamilton, there has been r gay and lesbian liaison cornmittee for tluee yean. It was 

formed after police arrested gay men at the Royal Botanical Gardens cruising area (Mulkewich, 

May 17, 1999). The committee met twelve times from January 1997 to Febmary 1998, "and the 

Chief attended alrnost every meeting (Mulkewich 1997:3-5). They organized a community forum 

attended by 75 people, including the Chief. The media was excluded. An anti-bashing campaign 

was launched February 1998, involving two posters and a pamphlet on hate crime (Mulkewich 

1997:6-7). In Ottawa-Hull, the Ahin Brousseau murder in 1989 was a catalyst for community 



dialogue with the police, spurring the creation of the Hate Crimes Section and a liaison 

Committee that still exists (Letter from BB, May 26, 1999). A group went to Boston to study 

hate crime policing (Pepper and Holland 1999:3). In June 1993, the liaison cornmittee funded the 

Ottawa Police Lesbian and Gay Liaison Committee Action Plan Roject (Pepper and Holland 

1999:8). The Ottawa police received their fmt  homophobia training in 1992: it took three years 

of meefings for the communiry tu convince the police of the need for it (Pepper and Holland 

199952). Toronto's Hate Crime Unit with four members, is involved in investigative support, 

public education and ouueach, police training, education and crime analysis (Metro Toronto 

1996: 14). 

We are a support unit, not a frondine organization. We gather 
intelligence and disseminate information. We have Hate Crime 
Investigating Coordinators in 17 divisions across Toronto. They 
cal1 on us for expertise. The local division sends a uniformed 
officer. We get a copy of every occurrence from across Canada. 
It's not a solo unit Like in Ottawa (Interview with NNN, May 4, 
1999). 

Toronto's Unit has also panicipated in hate crime training for 390 Crown attorneys: (Toronto 

Police Service 1998). Community policing began in the Church-Wellesley gay neighborhood in 

199 1. In 1995, the ten-day long "Policing and Diversity Course" wûs introduced. A year later, it 

was reduced to six days. 'The unit responsible for the training now has two staff members 

instead of the original five ..." (Faulkner 1997). In 1996, Station 33. located in Montreal's Gay 

Village, participated in a pilot project with the community organization Dire Enfin la Violence 

"to encourage victims of gay-bashings to make police repo m... The project is also a way to 

gather fuller statistics, find problem areas and develop profiles of attackea ..." (Riga 1996:M). 

A Halifax police offker now sits on a gay and lesbian youth comrnittee (Interview with II, April 

In sumrnary, Canadian police approaches to queer-bashing Vary wildly from region to 

region. These are now contrasted with community initiatives to address this violence. 



CHAPTERFIVE 

COMMUNITY INITIA- AND CRITIQUES 

While some of the police initiatives descnbed in the previous chapter have been praised, others 

have fallen short of the expectations of the queer comunities served by these depactments. 

Grassroots community activisü have taken many different approaches to the problem of queer- 

bashing. and these programs are surveyed in the fint hdf of this chapter. In the second half. 

s imering controversies and criticisms bubble to the surface, exposing not only the comunity's 

dissdsfaction with police approaches to queer-bashing. but the lack of consensus that exists 

within the queer community itself. 

It is also worth noting that although many of the following programs genented 

considerable media publicity at the outset, there is little follow-up to explain why so many of 

these programs do not survive more than a year. ln Montreal and Toronto, community-based 

violence prognms enjoy a certain degree of continuity, but even these prognms art: severely 

constrained finmcially and t e m  of their scope. 

Western Canada 

Although most anti-violence initiatives in British Columbia originate in Vancouver, Rainbow BC 

has developed a province-wide network of queer organizations that have organized conferences. 

workshops and made recommendations on violence and how it affects queen in less populated 

areas. In 1994, "the Victoria Community Foot Patrol." began night pavois of Beacon Hill Park, a 

gay cruising area. Up to 16 volunteen wore fluorescent yellow arm bands and canied flashlights 

and whistles (Wilson 1994). In 1995, Robb Stewart chronicled queer-bashing incidents "on 

behalf of the Victoria Gay and Lesbian Anti-violence Project" (Dutton 1995:Al). The sarne year, 

30 lesbians staged a rally at the Victoria courthouse &ter a woman was stabbed in a lesbian bar 

(Westad, May 2, 1995). 



In the early 1990s. Vancouver's Ride Fouodation established Equal Justice. aimed at 

"keeping track of gay-bashings, assisting people in pressing charges and helping them through the 

coun process." Self-defence courses were also planned (Griffin, Aug. 3 1. 199 1 :E23). ui 

September 1992, several hundred rallied to protest queer-bashing in Vancouver, and 2,000 names 

were collected on a petition "demanding that police pay more attention to the nghts of gays and 

lesbians" (Morton 199?:B4). About 20 wmen lit cmdles md gathered at the Law Courts in 

April 1996 to support women who had been queer-bashed, and to attend the trial of ri man 

accused of assaulting lesbians: "Women filled the courtroorn where the triai was taking place. 

wearing T-shirts written with names of women who have been queer-bashed.,." (Hardwick 

1996: 1). 

In 1992, there was a weekiy support group at First United Church attended by a dozen 

uanssexuals, which also maintains "a hotline for crisis counselling and information" (Sarti 

1993:BLF). The High-Risk Society was a support group serving over 100 transsexud clients out of 

the Sheway Health Centre in the mid-nineties, which eventuaily disintegnted because of 

divisions within the organization. The memben participated on the transgendar-police liaison 

cornmittee, which would meet at the Dufferin Hotel (Bell 1996:3). Transsexuals also receive 

suppon from the Zenith Foundation (see Johnson and Castle 1997). Tnnssexual prostitutes 

participate in Grandma's House, a support centre for prostitutes, started in 1997 by Jarnie-Lee 

Hamilton. They put out a newsletter called, "On the Stroll." Male prostitutes also have access to 

the Boys R Us program in the Downtown South Health Centre at the Gathenng Place cornmunity 

centre. "We want to empower prostitutes to be a political force in Our society ... and give them 

skills" (Interview with NN, May 11, 1999). 

In 1994. the Q-Street Patrol introduced patrols and safety classes in Vancouver's West 

End, ''the fint of its kind in Canada" (Aird 1994:N). The patrol distributed 3.000 "wanted" 

posters with a photo of Brian Hickey, sought by police in the killing of a gay Vancouver man 

(Yeager 1995:B2). Because of dificulties of amacting volunteen, the Q-Saeet Patrol folded in 



1995. in 1998, the Seattie-based Q-Safety Patrol was visiting Vancouver regularly to "test the 

feasibility" of sening up "a fonnalized training and testing program," which required volunteen 

to undergo background checks and "to achieve an 80 percent score to pass. Volunteers ... can 

expect to undergo training in basic defence, basic first aid, conflict resolution and how to talk to 

assault victirns" (Yeung, Feb. 19, 1998: 1 1). 

Lindy Monaghan, another bashing victim, organized The Violet Foundation, with the 

hope of providing self-defence classes and counselling, and hoped to mode1 it after The 519's 

Victim Assistance program in Toronto (Yeung, May 29, 1997:9). They conducted a survey in 

1997, but the organization finally folded in 1998 because of lack of support. Peter Weir, a 

psychiatrie social worker at St. Paul's, said he was lobbying to have an educationsl video shown 

on queer-bashing to emergency-room worken (Zillich, June 19, 1997:4). Murray Warren. a 

teacher and anti-homophobia educator, has worked on many cornmittees to "make schools safer 

and friendlier for gays and lesbians" (Bell 1997:B2) and to fight against groups like Homosexuals 

Opposed to Pnde Extremism. "Claiming to represent the 'civilized majority' of homosexuaIs, 

HOPE dl ied  June 25 with parents and religious groups to support the Surrey School Board's 

banning of three books depicting same-sex parents from classrooms" ("Opposing Pride"). 

The Calgary Public School Board has also expressed concemed and has "fonned an 

advisory cornmittee to help the board deal with issues of security and safety for gay and lesbian 

studen B... with representatives from the Calgary police, the Calgary Council of Home and School 

Associations and Calgary Heaith Services" ('Schools address homophobia"). In Edmonton, the 

only program chat assists victims is a gay men's discussion group every Sunday evening at the 

Gay and Lesbian Comrnunity Centre (Interview with 00, May 21, 1999). Gay and Lesbian 

Hedth SeMces of Saskatoon publishes a newsletter and addresses many health and social issues 

at a community level: victims are encouraged to idenm the vehicles of queer-bashing suspects. 

"Some Say yes and some Say no. We generally put out an info sheet. In the last two years, we 

have had to do it twice" (InteMew with C, July 13, 1999). The Regina Gay and Lesbian 



Community Centre also provides programs and resources to support various gay and lesbian 

groups (Intervie with QQ, Aug. 10,1999). 

In the wake of the Kuhtey murder in Winnipeg, the Coalition Against Homophobic 

Violence distributed a pamphlet with "insmictions on how to thwart an attacker by jabbing at his 

boat"  and announced plans to distribute wamhg whistles in the cruising area (CP, Sept. 14. 

1991:L11). A two-month training coune was also planned: "By spring, four-person safety patro! 

teams will spread out ... equipped with two way radios ..." but will not "modify the behaviour of 

people who are being victimized" (O'Connor, Oct. 14, 19915). In 1994 gay activist Chris VogeI 

was trying to mise money for 500 safety kits that would contain "whistles. self-defence pamphlets 

and other information" (Lakritz 19945). Another Winnipegger launched a letter-wri ting 

campaign to the provincial justice minister, encouraging some youths accused of queer-bashing to 

be tned in an adult court (Kuxhaus, Sept. 3, 1995A3). Anti-racist activists maintained a presence 

at the courthouse during triai of the men accused in the Kuhtey murder, then marched to the 

murder site (O'Connor. Aug. 12, 1997). The Winnipeg Gay and Lesbian Resource Centre has a 

free iegal clinic with an anonymous reporting system. Workers at the centre help victims fil1 out 

an anonymous form with the suspect's decription and fax the form to the police station. then 

destroy the form so there is no copy (Interview with RR, May 11, 1999). 

Ontario 

The Lesbian Gay Bisexual Youth Line was instituted in 1994, and received 1OOO calls in the fint 

five months. Twenty volunteers answered the phones, from 3 to 11 p.m.. seven days a week The 

Ontario govemment contributed $35.0 at the ouüet and said it would contribute $10,000 

annuaily, "But it will take about $98,000 a year to effectively operate and advenise the service" 

(Murray 19948 1). In London, HALO mns a cornmunity centre with many activities, including 

the social services cornmittee. which responds to issues of violence and criminal justice. In the 

summer of 1989, many queer-bashing incidents occurred in Ottawa, including a man who was 

thrown off a bridge and killed. The Ottawa-Hull Lesbian and Gay Task Force on Violence 



developed many initiatives. including pamphlets, marches and safety campaigns, however the 

group felt the police department was not engaged; the Task Force called a meeting with the 

police. invited other groups and politicians, and made several demands. A liaison cornmittee was 

set up and has been meeting every since. Further issues were raised aftenvards, including police 

training, washroorn sex and a "request that entraprnent not be used ..." (Pepper 1993). The 

cornittee's action plan was summarized in a final report, Moving Toward o Distant Horizon (see 

Pepper and HoIland 1999). 

In Toronto, "a few dozen Queer Nation members marched down Yonge SC. on Halloween 

night" in 1990. chanting slogans that denounced queer-bashing (Giese 19957). In 1 994. tensions 

boiled over when the govemment killed the same-sex benefits bill. Gays and lesbians packed the 

public gallery. whistled and screamed "Shame!" when the results were announced. and were 

whisked out of Queen's Park by security police wearing rubber gloves (Lakey 1994:AlO). On 

Pride Day in June 1994. a group of rnarchers gnbbed hold of a single pink nbbon and wnpped it 

around Queen's Park. "Several hundred pain of rubber latex globes were distributed to parade- 

goen by the Campaign for Equal Families. in mock protest" of the police treatment (Rankin 

1994:Al). Later in 1994,250 people gathered at the site of r gay-bashing at the corner of Church 

and Wellesley, blocking traffic (DeMara 1994:A15). Demonsuaton were asked to Wear 

armbands if they had been victirns of a gay bashing. "At least two-thirds of chat group wore 

bandages ..." (House of Comrnons 1994: 11). In 1991, when rumours surfaced that queer youth 

were being poorly treated in Toronto group homes and shelten, the Sexual Orientation and Youth 

Rogram was created. Youth. front-line staff and management were interviewed (O'Brien 

1994:38-39). In 1995, the Toronto Board of Education developed the Triangle Program "for kids 

at the extrerne end of the harassrnent spectrum ..." The program had space for 25 students in a 

room donated by the Metropolitan Community Church in the east end ("Are you a happy 

homosexud?"). Hate: Communities Can Respond: A Comrnuniiy Handbook was published in 

1996 (see Fernandes and Costanzo 1996). It is clearly written, the joint project of several 



agencies and minonty and anti-hate groups. At Wellesley C e n d  Hospital. emergency staff were 

trained "how to ask more questions and be more sensitive when treating someone they suspect 

has been assaulted because they're gay or lesbian" by leaming to treat "the psychological trauma 

as weli" ("Gay Bashing"). The 519 Church St. Community Centre started taking bashing reports 

in 1990; the coordinator, who has a background in community development, has been there since 

1994 "A person calls in, leaves a message and we try to get as much information as we can about 

the incident. Sometimes people don9 leave a number - just information. We're going to help 

them report it. We're not doing any independent investigation." They sometimes have to make a 

judgement cal1 about whether the crime was hate-motivated, e-g. in the case of a t r f i c  

altercation. "We do lots of follow-up. Our focus has shifted: it's more of a client focus." 1200 

people showed up for a Matthew Shephard mernoriai service (Interview with M, May 26, 1999). 

Quebec and Atlantic Canada 

In response to a violent police raid on a Monueal warehouse party in 1990. and the violent police 

response to a demonstration in front of a police station two days later, 1500 people demonstrated 

against police violence, carried black placards, chanted "shame, shame," clapped and blew 

whistles. The mach, organized by the 250-member Lesbians and Gays Against Violence, "was 

also billed as a celebration of homosexud visibility" (Patel 1990:A3). In 1993, Montreal's queer 

community centre urged gay men "to take special precautions with new Pamiers, though they 

stopped short of suggesting that frequenting ban was dangerous" (Picard, Feb. 12, 1993:Al). At 

the same time, two magazines and two anonymous donoa offered more thm $6,000 for 

information leading to a conviction in the killings of two gay men (Lalonde and Authier 1993: 

A3; "Reward increased). Two weeks later, the head of Station 33 announced that queer bashing 

victims could file cornplaints at the Gay and Lesbian Community Centre. Queer activists 

coliected the names of twelve officers "whose behaviours have been particuldy offensive," and 

threatened to make the names public if officers who consistently display bias against gays are not 

"taken off the Street and assigned to desk duty" (Noms. Feb. 27. 1993:M). A gay man who said 



he was bashed by the Montreai police said that eleven gay men with similar concems were filing 

a Iawsuit, "but he couldn't comment specifically on their cases" ("Maybe he thought"). 

The Gay and Lesbian Comrnunity Centre started a volunteer-run information service in 

the early 1990s that could not survive for lack of funds (Commission 1994:71). Dire Enfin la 

Violence began offerhg services for victims of homophobic violence and gay and lesbian 

relationship violence on September 28. 1995. An 800 line was established; pmgrarns included 

support for victims and educational programs within the gay and lesbian community. and with the 

police (Dire Enfin la Violence 199720). The group also instituted a code of ethics, created a 

cornplaint form, sent out press releases, appeared in the media. analyzed statistics. helped produce 

and distribute flyen and other material. attended several court cases and other judicial processes 

with victirns, interviewed volunteers, rnaintained contact with counsellors, produced and 

presented audio-visual material. organized a "Violence week" and a vigil for murder victims. put 

up information booths in the Gay Village, distributed information in bus, put silhouettes on the 

sidewalks, met with other gay organizations, and organized support groups for lesbisns, gay- 

bashing and domestic violence victirns (Dire Enfin la Violence 19972 1-22). , 

The office was closed for six months and restructured (Dire Enfin la Violence 1998:3). 

When it closed in June 1997, the group was unable to pay its sole staff member, who said an 

annual budget of $150,000 would be needed to pay the salaries of four employees. "We have 

only received $70,000 over 20 months and we have received only $35,000 from the different 

ministries this year ..." Over 600 queen used the service since Febmary 1995 (WiIton 1997:A7). 

From March to October 1998, three employees conducted a media campaign and worked with the 

MUC police, while contacts with suburban departments have been expanded (Dire Enfin la 

Violence 1998: 3 4 ) .  They collaborated with businesses and the Human Rights Commission, 

conducted seminars at various colleges and universities, including education for police recruits 

from Trois-Rivieres, who are given a guided tour of the Gay Village, and participated in various 

radio and television interviews. Two discussion groups, one for men and one for women, were 



organized; d l  participants had been victim of violence at some point in their lives. The group 

also provides host families for queea fleeing abusive partners (Dire Enfin la Violence 1998: 6-7). 

in Wqves, a queer newspaper for Atlantic Canada, an article discussed safe cruising. 

Planned Parenthood Nova Scotia's Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Youth Project was invited to give 

a workshop at Millwood High School. It started in 1994 and has helped 175 youths ... "A 1-800 

phone line. OUT Line. aimed at rural Nova Scotians and Prince Edward Islanders ... offered peer 

counselling to people 25 and younger who are struggling to accept their sexuality" (Aikenhead 

1996: 17). A Halifax activist said that earlier in the 1990s there was "a gay support phone line but 

it had limited hours and most of their calls were for information or to deal with loneliness ..." but 

they "gave out good advice on avoiding getting bashed." Queer journdists also attended murder 

trials to provide an alternative viewpoint to the mainstream media (Interview with WW. May 25, 

1999). In Newfoundland. NGALE is a comrnunity support organization that has a phoneline and 

newsletter, which recently published an article on a queer-bashing (Interview with XX, May 25. 

1999). NGALE held a public meeting on violence and policing a few y e m  ago (Interview with 

GGG, Iune 22, 1999)* t 

QUEER-BASHING: CObIMENTS AND CRITIQUES 

Yukon and British Columbia 

in Yukon, the RCMP was attentive to the needs of one gay man, who was an outspoken 

proponent of firearrns legislation. and offered additional security. "While not mentioning that my 

sexual orientation could funher incite the right-wing gun lobby, they hinted at it ... I appreciated 

their concem" (Interview with LL, Aug. 13, 1999). In Victoria, an activist observed that police 

stay in their cars and drive through Beacon Hill Park "and do not get into the more secluded 

areas." He said he hoped police would add bike patrols (Wilson 1994). A heterosexual man 

stabbed a woman in a queer Victoria nightclub with a concealed combat knife after she rejected 

his advances and continued dancing with another wornan. That "other woman" said: 



The police refused to charge him with attempted murder, saying 
they could not prove premeditation. 1 doa't buy that. 1 saw him 
stalk her, watched him staring at her as she coiiapsed in my mm 
and lay bleeding on the dance floor ... 1 don't agree ... about it not 
being related to being a lesbian. Would it have been different if 
she was dancing with a man? I think so, it wouldn't have been 
as much a wound to his machisrno, but to get rejected for a 
woman, well that's worth killing over I guess (Interview with 
MM, Aug. 1 1, 1999). 

In Vancouver, after a 1992 queer-bashing in Stanley Park. a gay city councillor said: "Do 

citizens have the right to walk thmugh a darkened park at 3 a.m. and expect a hi& level of 

secunty? No, they do not. Do gay men having sex in a park at 3 a.m. have the right to a high 

level of security? No. they do not. On the other hand ... Gay men should be able to walk down 

Davie Street at 2 a.m. without fear." in that incident, police refused to label it a gay-bashing 

(Janoff 1992:DJ-5). One activist said this refusal "has ailowed police to deny there is a problem 

in the cornrnunity" (Lee I992:A 1). 

Almost two yean later, the sarne activist criticized police for not mentioning the Edge 

Café attack at their regular police conference. 'By not making reference to it. the police are 

furthering the invisibility of the gay comrnunity' ..." (Griffin, May 14. 1994). Thp coordinator of 

the Gay and Lesbian Centre suggested that the man convicted in the Edge Café incident. who was 

sentenced to community service, could do some cleaning at the GLC. "or possibly some painting 

job - a more manual, menial task chat's less popular with volunteen" (Takhar, May 1996: 1). The 

attack also provided several insights into the workings of the criminai justice system. Of the five 

assailants, one was charged with assault, while two were charged with assault causing bodily 

h m .  In May 1995, there was a preliminary hearing, which had been remanded five times. Then 

the trial was remanded three times, and took place in April 1996. The Crown who handled the 

case said the delays were unfortunate, but not uncornmon. Two weeks into the trial, after 

seventeen witnesses had been called, a plea bargain was stnick: in the end, only one man was 

convicted; he pleaded guilty to assault causing bodily harm and received a suspended sentence. 

The victim said that during the preliminary hearing the defence asked him if he was a fnend of 



any of the other witnesses. He said no. The defence went on to describe The Edge Café as a 

"lastchance pick-up jointy* for gays coming out of the bars at 2:W a.m. The defence asked hirn 

t h e  more tirnes if he knew any of the witnesses. He said no. Then the defence asked him if he 

had ever slept with any of the witnesses. The victim yelled: "1 object to this. You've asked me 

four times if 1 knew any of them, and 1 told you 'No.' Now you're asking me if 1 slepr with any 

of them? I told you: No!" It was only at this point that the Crown objected. When asked if it is 

normal for victims to be asked if they have had sex with bystanders, the Crown conceded 

privately: the victim "was asked questions that other witnesses would not have been asked 

because of his homosexuality" (Janoff l995:6- 1 1 )." 

When a Vancouver city officia1 was bashed with his friends. Anne Drennan, a police 

spokeswoman, dismissed the attack, but at the same time she claimed she was not downplaying it: 

... Drennan said the assauit doesn't fit the pattern of most gay- 
bashings. Police are investigating both the hate crime angle as 
weil as the possibility the attack was motivated by a traffïc 
dispute ... She said most attacks usually involve a large group of 
"good 01' boys" looking for just one or two homosexuals to 
assault. She noted this case is unusual because it started with a 
traffic dispute, Wilson was just hit once. and his friends weren't. 
attacked. Drennan denied police are dodging the gay-bashing 
description (Culben 1996:BZ). 

Although Wilson's attack received enormous publicity. an attitude of ovenvhelrning indifierence 

may actually be a more typical police response: 

The police arrived shortly but did not seem to be that concerned 
about what had taken place and seemed to view it as common 
assault .... one of the offices.. basically told me to shut up ... 1 
was to understand that someone could chase you down the Street 
yelling "fucking faggoty' and as long as they did not touch you or 

." A gay Vancouver lawyer lawycr secs a double-standard at work: "We limit cross-exrimination of female victim~ 
about theu sexual history, but most judges say that it's very relevant CO talk about gay men's sexuai history. The 
Crown definitely showed a lack of sensitivity toward PabIo.,. (Janoff 1995:LO-1 l)." The Iawyer belicves scntencing is 
a icey issue, and dnws a pardiel to violence against prostitutes. "Over the fast ten y=. judges bccame aware, and 
cIearly acknowledged, that sentencing for kiIiing prostitutcs was genedy more lenient than violence against other 
women." With gay vicths, "We're not at ihat stage. Judges calculate sentences b a d  on previous cases, In Gilroy 
(1995) and Moore (1996) the judgcs werc r e f d g  to previous homosexual panic cases when they determined 
sentencing -and so the cycle continues" (Intmicw with HHH, May 6. 1999). He feels the Crown n& to challenge 
this practice, and find othct cases. 



say "1 am going to physically h m  you," they were not guilty of 
a crime ... (Interview with ZZ, April 13, 1999). 

One transsexuai woman complained about violence affecting her community's sex workers: 

"...mainly from irate johns who have discovered their tme sexual identities ... Street transsexuals 

need their own 'safe house' or drop-in, so they c m  get counselling and health care from people 

who understand their special problerns ..." (Sani 1993:B4). Another transsexual woman, Megan 

Anderson, was harrassed by a VPD officer about the name on her ID. She filed a human rights 

cornplaint (Intemiew with P. April30, 1999). 

The recruitment and treatment of queer police officers in BC has also been a thomy issue. 

One VPD officer "contacted by The Vancozcver Sun and who is known to be gay, according CO a 

police contact, denied he was gay and declined to be interviewed, even without his narne being 

used ..." (Stainsby 1995:Fll-12). A VPD recmiting officer adrnitted that "Gays fight an uphill 

battle in the Vancouver Police Department because there are many prejudiced officen on the 

force." However, despite VPD's daim to be proactive in its hinng policies of queer officen, 

"Angles asked why new gay and lesbian recruits wouldn't receive a warm public welcome like 
b 

newly recuited people of color. The police constable responded, 'Sexual preference is a private 

matter"'(McFal1 1997:2). A gay maie RCMP officer from the Vancouver area asked his supenoa 

if he could "march in the Pride Parade recently, and was told that he couldn't, and if he did there 

would be repercussions" (Interview with P, April30, 1999). 

The Bashiine is a phone line set up in May 1997 by VPD to allow gays and lesbians to 

phone in information on violence. It began with a lot of publicity and a $15,000 budget, mainly 

to publicize the new number (Zillich, June 19, 1997:4). At first, the VPD oficer in charge of the 

Bashline recmited volunteers to work on the line, but not any more: "There wasn't enough to 

keep them busy or interested." At fmt, there was an advisory board, but not anymore: "1 don? 

have to report to anyone." He carries a beeper seven days a week, for which he is paid an extra 

twelve hours per month (InteMew with N, May 20, 1999). The VPD's Bashline has been 



criticized because it is seen as an initiative that did not originate in the cornmunity. When a 

mernorial vigil for Manhew Shephard was planned, the organizer "tried to get the Bashline 

involved but volunteen at the Pacific St. community police office only had a vague idea of how 

to get in touch with the line's organizen." When one gay man was attacked, his friends said the 

Bashline did not retum calls for a week (Yeung, May 13, 1999:7). Another victim said, "1 tried to 

follow up the whole matter with some constable from the Bashline and ran into nothing but 

bureaucratic walls. To this day I still am unclear as to what function that line is supposed to fill" 

(Interview with ZZ, April 13, 1999). A gay man who said he was attacked by two police officers 

said he cailed the Bashline but hung up after he heard the following message: "If dus is an 

emergency, phone the police" (Yeung, Mar. 4, 1999:7)."' 

Eighteen months later, in response to some of this cnticism, the Bashline officer said 

sorne of the reguiar volunteers at the Yaletown office "didn't want to do work on the Bashline. It 

was too intense for them. A couple of them are homophobic. and the majonty of them are 

s~rai~ht . . ."~~ He explained that he did not phone back the victim's friends because "we never 

leave messages unless someone says it's perfectly fine" (Interview with N, May 20. 1999)." 

Unfortunately, the Bashline has deflected criticism onto the queer community, complaining to 

Xtra West recently that the Bashline is barely getting by, "with vinually no support from gays," 

and with "almost no volunteen frorn the gay community" (Yeung, Oct. 28, 1999:7.10)? in a 

letter to the editor, a freelance joumalist researching an article on the Bashline complained: "... 

Not one of seved  phone calls to the Yaletown Community Police Office was returned." Then he 

" Another gay man - who said police k w  him into a wdl on June 17.1997 - also did not loak to the Bashline for 
support (Kirkby, June 26, 1997:7). 
* In other words, he ex& the homophobia and discomfon of rhe volunteers, instwd of saying to them "Part of your 
duty in this job is to help minimize violence in the gay and lesbian cornrnunity; if you don? like gays and lesbirins, you 
cm't work herc." 
sa In other words. even when community mcmbcn use the line, and h l y  give out theu phone numbers and ask to be 
d l e d  back, the police assume that wc are so closeted and asharned of king queer that we are afraid to have phone 
calls retumed fiom ihc Bashline! '' Unfortunately, ihis victim-bIaming qpmach bas been intemalized by queers themselvcs, including the Matthew 
Shephard mernoriid organïzer who "places &e blame squartly on gays, saying we've failcd to ktep the BasMine st;ined 
with enough volunteers" (Yeung, May 13,1999:7). 



decided to cal1 the Attomey Generai of British Columbia who, ironicdly, was easier to contact 

than the Bashiine: 

I asked Attorney General Ujjal Dosanjh what he was doing to 
prevent gaybashing ... He referred me to the police, as they 
detennine the use of their resources and the Bashline. 1 again 
made calIs to the Yaletown Cornmunity Police Office; again not 
one was returned ... The community hasn't abandoned the 
Bashline as your headline suggests; I beIieve its outreach efforts 
were ineffective at best" (McMahon 1999~4-5). 

The criticism is distinct, but muted. Why? "A frequent cornplaint, voiced anonymously to Xtra 

West staff, is the belief that establishing the Bashline has allowed local police to avoid more 

substantiai programs to actually reduce gaybashings" (Yeung, Oct. 28, l999:i. IO). Why 

"anonyrnously"? Unlike Toronto and Montreal, which have community-based agencies chat 

provide an alternative to police reporting, queer-bashing victirns in Vancouver have only one 

choice: to cal1 the police. In the past decade, two Vancouver organizations that attempted to 

suppott queer-bashing victims folded; the present queer community centre operates on a strained 

budget and has not had the means to take on this vital task. However, there are no specific 

Bashline staff to investigate queer-bashing - and since the Hate Crime5 Unit handles 

investigations, it is unclear what the Bashline actually does. except provide VPD with a public 

relations opportunity. The VPD's involvement with the BC Hate Crimes Unit makes it one of 

Canada's leaders in hate crime investigations: the Unit would probably be surprised to discover 

other queer-bashing incidents are escaping their scrutiny, as victirns give up calling the Bashline - 

- or cal1 and get no answer - or simply do not consider it, in the case of police violence. A new 

cornrnunity-based organization and phone line - with direct links to the Hate Crimes Unit - 

needs to be established as soon as possible. 

The Prairies 

One Calgary activist cornplains that while queer Cdgarians are well aware of the bashing issue 

and even specific incidents, the apathy is overwhelming: "Few gay men in Calgary seem 

interested in organizing to combat this phenornenon. Part of this is Calgary has historically never 



organized itseif dong political lines ..." (Interview with C, July 13, 1999). A deputy chief in the 

Calgary Police Service. explained that part of the problem with queer-bashing is that "if the 

victim doesn't allude to his homosexuality, we're not going to do it. How can we classify it 

unless the bad guy classifies it himself as a hate crime?" Rhetocically, he asked. "if a member of 

the gay community has their bicycle stolen, is it a hate b i s  crime?" When asked if he felt the 

police should educate the public on queer-bashing. he said. "I'm reticent to focus on a single 

issue" (Interview with T, July 1. 1999). A Calgary activist larnented that officea are constantly 

being assigned to the gay and lesbian liaison committee, then shunted off. A dispute uose when 

some queer committee members demanded that an anonyrnous reporting system be set up - a 

move strongly opposed by the police. who tlueatened to throw commuoity members off the 

cornmittee who opposed them (Interview with D, May 14, 1999). 

A senior Edmonton police officer. who sits on Edmonton's gay and lesbian liaison 

cornmittee, has been discouraged about the lack of reporting. "Whether it's real or not, they think 

that if they corne out they could lose their jobs and homes. Now that the Vriend decision has 

guaranteed gay rights here. there is a catch-up process chat needs to cake place" (Igterview with S. 

May 21. 1999). However, Stockwell Day. a provincial Conservative cabinet rninister. said. "... 

hornosexuals don't need protection under the law because they don? suffer discrimination... 

anecdotes about people getting fired and evicted are pure fabrication (Kossowm, May 11, 1996). 

Edmonton Refon MP Randy White accused gays and lesbians of stretching the truth. "You have 

to dig up a lot of rocks to unearth a worm,.. There are enough real victims of crime, gay and 

othenvise, for police to deai with, without seeking irnaginary ones" ("Edmonton h p o m  the Fag 

Project"). In a tautological fashion, a right-wing magazine seized on the fact that " ... not a single 

'gay-bashing' assault has been reported to the police ... no such incident has been reported to the 

Edmonton Police ever ..." and concluded that "the homosexuai political lobby seeks to promote 

itself by creating a mythical persecutiod* (Byfield 1996:2). 



A Saskatoon activist was frusmted that many men "believe they have been bashed 

because they were cruising the park. They take the victim role. They don't report it to us, or to 

the police. For two people, it seems to be a recurring thing." Even when gay men have sex in 

dangerous locations, the activist sees it as a positive choice: a man who was knocked 

unconscious by four attackea was hospitalized and off work for a while. 'To his credit. he's now 

hack cruising the park" (Interview with JJJ ,  May 7, 1999). One heterosexually-identified mano 

who knowingiy entered a gay club in a smail city in Western Canada. clairned "he got hit on" and 

punched a man on the dance fioor. Part of his plea- bargain involved doing 30 hours of 

community service at the local queer community centre. One activist explained, W e  had him 

doing every dirty shit job ... When he left he was apologetic and came back to say hi .... We have 

had a couple of other offenders here ... if we can make a change in one person maybe he'll stand 

up and say it's wrong" (Interview with C. July 13, 1999):' Another activist said. "There is a 

reluctance to act" on the part of the Regina Police Service (Interview with QQ. Aug. 10. 1999). 

In Winnipeg, a victim said police "are more often scomful and uninterested when they 

respond to cornplaints of gay bashing" (CP, Sept. 14, 199 1). Police said they were frustrateci at 

the lack of reports (Carreiro, Jan. 13, 1992). A local columnist criticized a queer activist who 

wanted to distribute sdety information in a cruising area: "...the Gay and Lesbian Resource 

Centre should chi& about putting the money to some more productive use. if 20 yean of 

proselytizing hasn't convinced people to steer clear of the area, then nothing will (L*a 

19945). There is also a report of a gay Winnipeg police officer who. ironically. will not 

cooperate with the queer community. He insists on doing ai1 the police sensitivity training single- 

handedly, without consulting anyone in the city's gay and lesbian community, and only hcilitates 

discussions between them and the police on his own terms (Interview with RR, May 21, 1999). 

However, it would appear that the Gay and Lesbian Resource Centre's anonyrnous reporting 

" The women's community would never allow wife-beaten CO serve their tirne working at a women's centre, so why 
do queen feei " h o n o d *  to "cducaten qucer-bahers? 



system has not been successful. 'Tve worked here two and a half yean; I would Say about two or 

three are sent per year" (Interview with RR. May 14, 1999). A Winnipeg hate crimes officer is 

also frustnted, especially when police are criticized for not asking if the vicùm is gay: "...get the 

bad guy fint ... at 2 am., the cops are going to be brusque. Aftenvards, they can go into detaii'' 

(Interview with W, June 23, 1999). 

Ontario 

In 1993, the London police discovered some videos and proceeded to institue Project Guardian. a 

moral panic based on the prernise of a "kiddie pom ring" that eventually became a b'joint-forces 

operation" involving the Toronto police and the OPP. A gay radio journalist began interviewing 

the "victims," young male prostitutes, who were then warned by police to stay away from the 

journdist. "Project Guardi an... was based on several lies ... It is simply untnie that there was ever 

a child-pornography ring ... they continued to use that loaded term to barter for what they 

wanted ..." The police seized 875 videotapes 

and though the police did not display them all. those mute stacks 
around Chief Fantino certainly conveyed the impression ... that it 
was out of control ... an aiphabetid list, and the fint title is, 
Abbot and Costello Go to Mars... The last ... Sorro. Every title in 
between is a mainstream American or European film ... They 
could, however, use them to window-dress a press conference, 
which they did ... (Hannon 1995:Dl, D5). 

A mernber of the London Police Board, said, "The arrest of 47 men Ehrough Project Guardian 

hasn't done a thing to address the problems of Street youth. Those kids are still out there ..." 

(Hannon l99S:D 1. D5). Many in London's gay and lesbian cornmunity, seeing a double-standard 

ai work, actively opposed Fantino's campa@. Meanwhile, the police instituted "massive" 

washroom and park arrests while the mayor bolstered anti-gay rhetoric by refusing to issue a Gay 

and Lesbian Pride proclamation. The mayor also claimed that Fantino had told her there was no 

queer-bashing problem in the city: when victims went to the police, they were told, "You have 

HALO, why don't you go there?" (InteMew with HHH, May 6, 1999). HALO'S social seMces 



cornmittee coordinator, said that when he complained about Project Guardia and iü homophobic 

overtones, he was targetted by the Chief himself: 

... your conduct over the life of Project Guardian, attacking the 
integrity of Our efforts to p m u e  a criminal investigation delving 
into the sexual exploitation of children, causes me and ail 
members of the London Police to be suspicious and guxded 
about your motives. You have spearheaded a malicious 
campaign with what we know to be negligible support from the 
comrnunity at large ... we will continue to provide professional 
services and assistance to d l  citizens regardless of your skewed 
perception of redity (letter to MMM. Dec. 9, 1996). 

Alarmed, the letter's recipient decided to take a back seat to another HALO member. who 

received this letter 

..A is, indeed, regrettable that proponents of adultkhild sex 
have, in a very sinister way, brought disrepute to the integrity of 
the gaynesbian comunity ... Under no circumstances will 1 
engage and give credibility to the proponents of criminal activity 
(Le. the sexual exploitation of children) (Letter to MMM. Feb. 5. 
1997). 

The London police officer 1 interviewed about queer-bashing said "from an ôfficial and persona1 

point of view, it's not much of a problem." In the 1990s. he has worked both as a hate crimes 
b 

investigator and a vice crimes investigator, but saw no contradiction between rhe two roles 

(Interview with Y, May 10. 1999). 

in Hamilton, the Community Relations coordinator observed that for most police, the 

point of reference regarding homosexuality is "around public sex and not around bashing" 

(Interview with Z May 17, 1999). The Hamilton police dso instituted their own moral panic: 

Project Rosebud "reflected 'old-style' policing involving an undercover operation ... rather than 

the newer approach of being highly visible in the community and dialoguing and partnering with 

comrnunity representatives." Although "it is not normal police practice to issue a pro-active 

media release naming names every time charges are laid," a press release "listed the names, ages 

and addresses of twenty men," whose sexual assault charges were dl withdram by the Crown. 

"At least one peeon iost his job because of the police action" (Mulkewich 1998). In Ottawa, a 



crime prevention initiative in the queer community "sparked some backlash h m  an officer ... 

who objected to being seen with gay-related material ... ." Queer community workea were often 

"excluded from taking an active role in information displays" even though community workers 

from other pmgrarns were constantly visible (Pepper and Holland 1999). In Toronto. at a 

Queen's Park demonstration in 1994, activists complained that police used latex gloves: 

"Officers assigned to the regular Queen's Park security detail occasionally are called on to eject 

protesters, but latex gloves are never worn." A Queen's Park official said gloves are "worn by 

officers at their own discretion as a health and safety precaution" (Lakey 1994:AlO). The 5 19 

Church St. Community Centre, meanwhile, has been cnticized for not taking a more activist 

stance: in the case of Matthew Shephard, instead of just having a mernorial vigil, why not a 

community march to protest violence? For Gary Kinsman. the progm's  name. "Victim 

Assistance," says ie d l :  

Victim culture: these are social work notions. You get a feeling 
that the "victims" are being put into a category. They have to 
compile stats to justify their existence. They are not given 
funding. The 519 board was told that they were not allowed to 
organize a Matthew Shephard demonstration. This is self-, 
control. We're not getting at the sociai roots of the problems, we 
just manage the pmblem" (Interview with Kinsman, April 27. 
1999). 

However, the 519 Victim Assistance Prograrn (VAP) coordinator argues that "we're a city- 

funded agency. If people had wanted to organize a march, they could have, but ... We don't have 

the volunteer resources to do something like that. Our priority is to provide service to victirns and 

we have limited resources" (Interview with M, May 26, 1999). She is aiso over-worked: she is 

only paid to do 25 hours a week and dwsn't even have time to clip articles about queer-bashing 

in the city or to do statisticai analyses of the information that cornes in. To her credit, she 

intervened whea the police did not, at first, classified one incident as a hate cnme: the cnme was 

reclassified, but "not al1 viceims are willing to penist" The hate crime unit is part of intelligence 

services, but as the coordinator observed, "what's happening is not thmugh organized hate 



campaigns. Violence against gay men is random acts of crime." In other words, the only way to 

address queer-bashing is through constant education and outreach - which is dependent on a 

steady Stream of volunteen that are dificult to train. ' n i e  number of phone cdls drops very low 

if you're not doing constant outreach" (interview with M. May 26. 1999). 

The VAP coordinator believes "increased sentencing provisions don't work. The judges 

don'i want to use it. I don? think the criminal justice system in any way meets the needs of 

bashing victims - they are not heard or acknowledged." She believes that the hate aspect of a 

bashing is often more difficult to prove than, Say, a hate-motivated vandalism. She complains 

that the Crown doesn't take tirne to prepare its case. They usually don't even get their cases until 

the moming of the triai; even when Crown spent two weeks preparing for a one-day sentencing 

hearing in the Ed Pollak case. the assailants still didn't get an increased sentence. in fact. the 

opposite o~cuned. '~ "On the other hand. 1 don't think jail time is going to teach people not to 

hate. We need a more creative restontive justice for queer-bashing." Unfortunatdy, attempts at 

restoring justice are lacking in creativity: a gay man dressed up in d n g  and testified in coun rhat 

his friends. accused of queer-bashinp, were not homophobic. The bashen were found guilty but 

did no jail time; part of their sentence involved writing an essay on a farnous homosexual 

(interview with M, May 24, 1999). 

The conservative values of queer urban culture have been indirectly linked to violence 

against queer prostitutes: after the double murder of two transvestite prostitutes. Kinsman 

observed that although drag queens provide entertainment to the mainsueam gay community, 

"they are just as often shunned and rejected," forcing them to work the streets in more dangerous 

neighborhoods. A spokespenon for the Sex Trade Workers' Alliance said, 'The gay community 

has to take responsibility for pushing the stroll eastward" (Saunders 1996). 

When a Tomnto gay man and his fiend wcre beatcn up, a third person testified chat he hearâ the attacken say, 
"Fucking faggot." The judge did not beiieve him, did not increase the sentence because it was a hate crime, and 
sentenced the d a n t s  to six months. The bashers appeaied the sentence, and served no jail tirne. Pollak committcd 
suicide in November 1998 (sec Clement 1995:27). 



The Toronto police have also been at the centre of discussion over queer otficers. In 

1989, six gay officers formed the Law Enforcement Gay Alliance (LEGAL) to fight harassrnent 

and discrimination. By 1995.40 officea had "sought support from the group, including two from 

Vancouver." The group's CO-foundersaid the gay officers are afraid of losing their jobs or 

careers: "Sorne are suicidal and they are very. very afraid of being gay in the police force ..." A 

Toronto police spokesman disaped. complaining that gay officen "bring gay perspectives into 

work, making it an issue in confrontational ways. The selfdeciared are taking political 

positions" (Stainsby 1995:F11,12). Sorne Toronto officen apparently complained to their union 

that they didn't want to shower in same area as their gay colleagues (Janoff 1998: 11). 

Quebec and the Atlantic Provinces 

Five years after the 1990 Montreai police attacks, one writer refiected: "The police made no 

atternpts to make arnends with the community. There was no apology and no inquiry" (Hays 

1995:29). However. a broader human rights inquiry into the lives of Quebec gays and lesbians 

took place in 1993: although the commissions's recommendations were not legally binding. the 

process generated considerable covenge. Because Montreal's large queer coqun i ty  had been 

divided for so long dong linguistic and ideological lines, the hearings revitalized the movement 

there. The spate of murders in the early 1990s gave activists a clear focus for their anger: sarne 

criticized the police for lening a "serial killer" mn rampant. The police eventually invited some 

members of the commission to review the evidence; activists told the press that there was a seriai 

killer (Commission 1994:67-8). 

Dire Enfin la Violence has attempted to get to the social roots of violence - sometimes 

with mixed results. For example, victim support groups were a good idea, but were not well- 

attended, so the program had to be changed to individual therapy sessions. The idea to provide 

support to violent lesbians also fizrled: the group realized they did not have the expertise to 

He h s  reportedIy cutraiIed his invaivement with LEGAL, and wodd not =pond to repeatcd quests for an 
interview. 



address these issues: "We had lesbians calling us. saying, 'I'm the one doing the hining. If it 

continues, I'm going to kill her ..."' (Taylor 1997:A3). Although educating police officen 

throughout Quebec is an important goal for the group. it is an ongoing and demanding process, 

which is why the group is doing it gradually, and only on demand (Dire Enfin la Violence 

19985). Relations with the police are still strained: one gay man was bashed by three men in the 

Gay Village - on a fireworks night, after France beat Brazil in the World Cup - while people 

seated at gay bars overlooking the Street watched the attack. At Station 22, the police asked if 

Pharand recognized the attackets, and he said, "No, there's a rnob out there for the fireworks." 

They told him it wouldn't be worthwhile filing a report, and he was forced to cake a taxi to the 

hospital. A police representative suggested "it rnight have been that the duty officer that night 

was new, and didn't even know what gay-bashing is," station commander Richard Foumel said 

(Vu 1 9 9 8 : ~  l)? 

Because Dire Enfin la Violence has no budget to even make long-distance calls, nobody 

is deaiing with the issue in Quebec City, Sherbrooke or Trois-Rivières -- sizable cities by 

Canadian standards. The goup facilitated a violence workshop there in 1998. A\fint, there was 

no mention of queer-bashing. but as the evening wore on, "and when the cases started to corne 

together, the stories were homving!" For Quebec City's police, "there is officially no gay 

bashing. k happens in Montreal. not in Quebec." (Intevie with W. July 14, 1999). A Quebec 

City police officer confirmed this view, explaining that queer-bashing is "not important here. We 

don? have anti-gay violence. Maybe one or two out of thousands. Nothing major or organized, 

no movements against gays." He explained that "To say that there are not specific crimes woufd 

be wrong. There are isolated incidents but no patterns. There's no problem for gays" (Interview 

with FF, May 20, 1999). On the other hand, there have been police actions. At the Aquarium, 

wo police officers were seen wrïting down license plate numbea and interrogating men about 

'' However, the unuiswered question, however, is 'Why are there police officers wotking in the province's gayest 
police district who don't know what a gay -bashing is? And why is nobody taking rcsponsibility for that?" 



their presence in the park. On the Plains of Abraham, two RCMP memben would mise  the 

park "pick up men, bring them back to their car, then arrest them for solicitation" (Commission 

1994:6 1-62). 

A Charlottetown activist said. b"I"here*s a very closeted mentality here. 1 only know five 

or six openly gay men. but 1 know 50 closeted men." He said there are some "incredibly 

dangemus" cruising areas: "1 think gay men are predatory by nature and 1 think some gay men 

donTt know how to hunt very well." Since the opening of the Confederation Bridge, "a quarter of 

the people in the Moncton gay bars are from PET' (Interview with H. May 17, 1999). A pilot 

project by Planned Parenthood to reach out CO queer youth in Nova Scotia was overwhelmed: 

"...the organization racked up hundreds of dollars in long-distance phone bills, al1 from rural kids 

calling collect because they were too scared to let their parents know they might be gay - and too 

isolated to talk to anyone else" (Aikenhead 1996: 17). One activist explained: 'The entire gay 

culture in Halifax was dorninared (and this remains a big reality) by a level of closetedness that 

would shock people from larger cities." He felt thût ' n i e  police try very hard ... but they are 

definitely working with many uncooperative victims" (Interview with W. May 25. 1999). A 

Halifax police officer said, "1 donTt think under-reporting is an epidemic ... 1 think the issue is 

adequately addressed. It's not a big issue." He feus "a backiash" if penalties are increased for 

gay-bashing, then added, somewhat cryptically: "What people do in private is their own 

business" (Interview with 1, April22, 1999). 

One activist explained that queer-bashing occun in specific parts of St. John's: a small 

section of downtown and one park. He feit that the RNC should make their presence felt in these 

areas. and complained that "police and media do not perceive a problem." His organization has 

not addressed queer-bashing "to any degree because information is sketchy at times and provides 

Little to work with" (htewiew with W, May 25, 1999). Although the Royal Newfoundland 

Constabulary does not appear receptive to queer issues, one gay man who was h w s e d  by four 

youths in a cnlising area got their licence number and reported it to the police, who 'Yound the 



car. went to the house, woke up the father and the boy denied it" ( h t e ~ e w  with GGG, June 22. 

1999). One community rnember says there is at least "one RNC officer who is definitely gay" 

(Interview with GGG, June 22, 1999). However, the police department has arrested gay men in 

washrooms in St. John's (Kinsman 1946345). In St. John's an activist reported that a queer- 

basher was ordend by the court to receive counselling, but that requirement "was never followed 

up" (Interview with XX, May 25, 1999). 



CONCLUSION 

It was a murder niai rerniniscent of The Crying Game ... In The 
Crying Garne, a man attracted to a young woman is later shocked 
to learn dunng sex that the object of his desire is really a 
transvestite ... Savoy claimed in his defence that he was provoked 
into killing Voght, who liked dressing in women's clothing (Hall 
l994:84). 

The headline read, MURDER CASE HAD A TWiST REMNSCENT OF CRMNG 

GAME. Unfominately, the really "twisted" aspects of the murder were not even mentioned in the 

article: in his hotel room, the killer's fingerprints were found on a copy of The Kink Pages. a 

magazine featunng ads for transgender prostitutes. The article also neglects to mention that the 

killer went to the largest gay discotheque in Vancouver, selected his victim, and talked to her for 

three hours - yet claimed to be "surpnsed to discover that his victim was not a biological 

fernale. For the media, it was a bizarre killing devoid of context: the article did not mention 

violence against prostitutes, or uanssexuals, or the queer population in general. It did not 

mention the dozens of other killers across Canada who "claimed" they were provoked, disgusted. 

and homfied by the queemess of their victirns. The victim. known as "Kendra" to her fnends on 
\ 

the Street, was not a real person in the eyes of the media and the police. Mthough she was pre-op, 

on hormones, the police press release referred to her as "A man found in women's black 

stockings" (Interview with NN, May 11, 1999). For The Vancouver Sun. the victim was William 

Vogt, who simply "liked dressing in women's clothing" (Hall 1994:B4). 

In 1998, as word of the killing of gay Wyoming univenity student Matthew Shephard 

spread around the world, there was extensive media coverage; queer comrnunities across Canada 

held mernorial vigils. And yet, why was there no outpouring of anger for the dozens of victirns 1 

have listed in these pages? Tme, there was a memorid vigil for two prostitutes - one in 

Vancouver and one in Ottawa - a march for a Winnipeg v ic th ,  and a series of initiatives in 

Montreal to address the murders there. But even if we take al1 these murders away, we are still 

left with dozens of deaths - and a deafening silence on the part of the queer community. 1s it 



because we shy away from cases in which alcohol, drugs and allegations of sexual advance are 

involved? Apparently not, since Manhew Shephard's case involved al1 three. Was it because of 

the sheer brutality of Shephard's slaying? Perhaps, but what about the killer who strangled Ganh 

Hill with a belt that was applied and released over a four-minute period? At least the Matthew 

Shephard killers are locked away for Me. Where are the mernoriais and demonstrations to protest 

the fact that Garth Hill's killing was not even acknowledged as a hate crime or a murder? Where 

is the anger that the killen got ten yean, and were eligible to apply for day parole three-and-a- 

half years later? Will anyone comfort Hill's lover? He managed to survive the attack. but will 

always live with the rnemory of his lover being killed before his eyes. 

This thesis began with the observation that fear of violence is pervasive in the queer 

community, a community difficult to identify. Anecdotes, media reports and victimization 

surveys al1 indicate that Canadian queen have expenenced extensive violence. but there is no 

agreement about the extent. Methodological issues abound: becsuse of homosexuûlity's 

stigmatized status. victims are reluctant to acknowledge their own suffenng. and many assaults 

are disguised as other crimes. Victimizations surveys are limited in their ability to accuntely 

measure the extent of the violence. Despite these obstacles. 1 designed a research project chat 

scoured the media and case law; 1 interviewed dozens of Canadian experts in the area and pieced 

together the limited information on queer-bashing that we have at Our disposd. 

Before interpreting this data, however, various theoretical approaches to sexuality were 

examined, focusing on Foucault's concept of parho/ogi;arion: same-sex activity was labeled as a 

perversion in the 19th cenhuy, which has allowed doctors, clerics, and lawrnaken to regulate this 

behaviour throughout the 20th century in various ways, from legal exclusion to mas-murder. 

The rise of a gay and lesbian social movement created a resistance to these f o m  of labeling and 

exclusion, and new organizations have now emerged io confront queer-bashing. There are many 

theories about the etiology of homophobia, and how this fear and hatred is not only projected 

ont0 but intemalized by the minority. While queea have gained many legal rights in Western 



countries, men have continued to kill queers and walk Why this has happened is the subject of 

ferce debate among queer legai scholars who have successfully shown how homosexuality is 

constructed through case law. Meanwhile, crhninologists like Stanko and Curry (1997) have 

pointed out that the state has not been able to guarantee queers the fundamental right to walk 

hand-in-hand in an open space without repercussion. The reasons for this failure are extremely 

difficult to "prove" and have fonned the foundation of this inquiry. 

Canadian victims - and the loved ones of murder victims - have every right to demand 

justice as a legitimate part of their heding process, which can take many avenues. 

Restitution: Victirns can demand restitution in criminai courts when an offender receives a 
suspended sentence. Victirns should insist on this. 
Torture: Police officen and prison officiais who queer-bash c m  and should be prosecuted 
under this statute? 
Private prosecutions: There are several examples in this thesis of queer-bashing cases that 
the police chose not to investigate. This could be an option when solid evidence exists. 
Dangerous offenden: This research points to nt least two rned7who have consistently 
targeted gay men. Prosecutors should request that these men be labeled dangerous offenders. 
Refusal to provide goods and services: At least one incident5'can possibly be pursued under 
the Comperition Act. 
Litigation: By suing offenden, al1 victims benefit; if the process were supponed by an 
organization that represented queer-bashing victims. offenders could feasibly contribute to 
queer-bashing education programs. Prosecutors who plea-bargain with killen in retum for 
rnanslaughter convictions could also be sued. 
Class actions: Victim organizations and queer rights organizations could also sue police 
agencies and prosecutors that refuse to acknowledge queer-bashing, either in specific cases or 
in their general policies. The threat of a lawsuit could force the RCMP. the OPP and the QPF 
to pay more attention to queer issues. 
Charter challenges: The unwillingness of police and prosecuton to address queerbashing 
might also be found to violate the Chaner of Righrs and Freedoms. 

The nature of Canadian social policy - fragmented into federal and provincial jurisdictions - 

means there is no particular ministry or social policy mandated to address queer issues. Although 

the enhanced sentencing provisions provoked widespread condemnation - as well as boasts that 

While somc amples are haFd to pmve, it is oumgcous that Montml police b t  queer citizens in h n t  of telcvision 
cameras in 1990 and were never charged or convicted. If offenders can be prosecutcd for suruai abuse that occurrcd 30 
y e ~ s  ago, surcly police who were caught on camera beating up peaceful demonstraton 10 years ago cm be pmsecuted 
as weil, Not only wouId this action prevent the erirninal justice system h m  falling into disrepute, it would act 
~ b o l i c a l l y  to cestore justice CO a community whox fyth has b e n  shaftercd. 

See Appendix #3,2&Aug. 26, 1993 and 17-Sept, 15,1998- 
See Appendix #3,21Spring 1996. 



the govemment was getting tough on hate cnme - the new approach appears to have achieved 

M e .  A separate hate crime statute would not guarantee results. but would give law enforcement 

officiais more tools to work with and would allow researchers to track hate crimes nationally. A 

universal definition would rnake the statistics between various deplutments more comparable and 

understandable, and would force lackadaisical agencies to take hate cnme more seriously. Only a 

strong coalition of minority groups can successfully lobby the federal govemment to dust off the 

Hate Crimes Statistics Act, which died after one reading in Parliament in 1993 (Roberts 199543). 

The three regional police agencies - the RCMP, the QPF. and the OPP - mut  be made 

accountable to their queer constituencies, not just by investigating and keeping track of queer- 

bashings, but by acknowledging the queers within their tanks - who should not be forced to go, 

cap in hand, to ask permission to march in Pride Parades. British Columbia's Attorney Generai 

has taken the lead. creating a strategy that includes all police agencies. including the RCMP. The 

RCMP has absolutely no excuse for claiming that they are "not allowed" to collect hate crimes 

data. A national gay and lesbian organization like EGALE should propose a pilot project with the 

RCMP, in the same way that the Assembly of Fint Nations and wornen's groups have worked 

with the RCMP to address their own specific criminai justice concems. Citizens in ail major 

urban centres should demand that their police departments establish hate cnme units. 

Canada's prison system needs to confront several pressing issues, particularly in men's 

institutions: the education of prison guards, the fate of pre-op transsexual prisoners. the lifting of 

regulations governing consensual sex between pnsonen, and innovative ways to help effetninate, 

less assertive andfor physically smaller inmates from king  raped by predators or coerced into 

having sex. Immigration Canada m u t  aiso take queer issues into account The ministry needs to 

commit more resources for the research of homobic laws in other countries: not just to assist in 

the refugee process, but to ensure that queer immigrants to Canada are not unfairly stigmatized by 

previous convictions. Agencies will also need to prepare for an influx of queer refugees over the 

next decade, many of whom wiil be suffering from delayed symptoms of PTSD. The queer 



community must also demand social seMces for men who have been sexually andor physically 

abused. 

Across Canada, queer/police relations range fiom excellent (Ottawa) to almost non- 

existent (RCMP. OPP and QPF). Montreal. Toronto, and Vancouver lie somewhere in the rniddle 

of that spectrum - where, exactly would require a lot more research. The degree to which the 

comrnunity participates with the police on queer-bashing strategies can be located on another 

continuum. On one extreme is Vancouver, where there is no community organization working on 

violence or policing issues, and the only semblance of services is k ing  delivered by VPD, 

despite the fact that at l e s t  five gay men have accused Vancouver Police of roughing them up 

over the past five yeus. Although BC's Hate Crime Unit is leading the way in ternis of co- 

operation between departments and educating Crown prosecuton. there is no real dialogue 

between the police and the queer community. The relationship is not one of distmst so much as 

one of stasis and indifference; the Bashline, for a11 its flaws, is still the oniy progrun to address 

queer-bashing. Vancouver is the only major city that has not produced a senous, in-depth report 

that addresses the problems of violence, policing and the queer community, and fhis document is 

necessary as a blueprint for future action? 

On the other end of the spectrum, Montreal's Dire Efin la Violence keeps a certain 

distance from the police and takes an advocacy, community-building approach to violence chat 

tries expose the social roots of queer-bashing. If the group disagrees with police actions, like 

washroom arrests or police inaction, they are not afraid to send out press releases. They are the 

only group in Canada to acknowledge homicide as a queer community issue that needs to be 

addressed. The Montreai police headquartea appear to forward ail requests for "gay 

information" to Station 22, which is probably beyond the ken of any one precinct. Media reports 

- -  

h Montreal, the human rights inquiry =port was a bluepnnt that outlined these issues (see Commission 1994). In 
Ottawa, the Action P h  serveci a similar purpose. bnnging togcther the police and the queer cornmunity (se Pepper 
and HoUand 1999). In Toronto, the handbook Hure h;is allowcd many cornmunitics trirgeted by hate to share vital 
knowledge (sec Fernades and Costanzo 1996). Vancouver ne& a similar point of refercnce, 



suggest that Montreal hate crime investigations are not up to par with those of other major cities. 

The police assaults of 1990 are still within recent memory. There are also suggestions that MUC 

police have reached out-of court senlements with up to 12 victims queer-bashed by police, but 

this allegation would require a lot more research. In 1998, four Quebec men complained they had 

been "abused" by Montreal police officen within the previous year? Police and activists in 

Onawa received top marks for working together to address violence. The police set up a Hate 

Crimes unit and hired an openly gay man. for cornmunity relations; oficers are extremely 

approachabie. However, 1 could not iïnd anyone in the community who w u  critical of the 

Ottawa Police. Would the man who accused an Ottawa police oficer of assaulting him in 199 16' 

have a supportive group to go to if the same thing were to happen today? If he wanted 

prosecutors to pursue charges, or if he wanted to file suit, who would support him? 

A problem comrnon to the police departments in al1 four major ciùes is the decision about 

what "hate crimes" the police will devote most of their resources towards is decided by police. 

and not the community. For exarnple, Ottawa's hate cnme division sent me statistics dating back 

several years. but would not, despite repeated requests, explain what these qurnben actually 

ment. Did they not respond because they were short-staffed - or because few of their stats are 

actually assaults? Are the majority of their hate cnme statistics actually minor offences like 

vandalism and namecalling, or have many queer-bashings been recorded? Is it unreasonable io 

ask the hate cnme unit of a major city how many assaults they have registered? Furthemore. 

dthough five queer-related homicides occurred in Ottawa during the 1990s, the Ottawa Police, 

üke d l  Canadian police departments, make a neat distinction between "hate crimes" and 

"homicides." The Ottawa Police Service's frequent reference to the victim thrown off the bridge 

in 1989 is a "safe." ciearcut case of violence involving an "innocent" victim that police and the 

community can dl relate to. This means no rnessy discussions about hustiers and dnig deals going 

" Sec "Maybe hc rhought he was an unemployed mi drivd' (1995) and Dîrc Enfin la Violence 1998. " S a  Apppendix #3, (19-March 199 1) 
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down. But Montreal activists have leamed through experience that al1 murden involving queer 

victim undennine the community. The homophobia implicit in al1 these horrible killings 

eventually seep into the court and the media. 

Moreover, out of the 17 queer-related homicides in Toronto during the 1990s. none of 

them is considered a hate crime. This begs the question - in the case of the man who shot two 

transvestite prostitutes dead, if this isn't a hate crime, then what is? Is it "not reaily" a hate crime 

because the victim was a prostitute? Or because the victim isn't dressed like a "normal-looking" 

gay man walking his dog on Church St.? If, as in Ottawa, the killing of a "straight" man in a gay 

cruising area c m  raise the indignation of the enitre community. then why is it not considered a 

hate crime when the victim is a prostintte? What if the victim meets his killer on the intemet or 

through a classified ad? How is that any different than if the killer stalked his prey in a park? 

Why is the queer community alIowing police to decide what constitutes a hate-motivated 

killing?6' The Toronto queer cornrnunity's approach to violence is also at arm's  length h m  the 

police: although relations seem fairly cordial. there were 12 cornplaints of police violence made 

to The 519 between 1990 and 1995 (Roberts 1995:32). The Victirn Assistance Program has a 

nanow mandate - to assist victims - but does not appear to lobby for social change or publicly 

challenge the way police, prosecutors or judges handle queer-bashing cases. Furthemore. 

Toronto's Hate Crimes Unit seems very small and over-worked for a city the size of Toronto. 

compared to Vancouver's unit. 

Ideally, approaches to queer-bashing will gather momentum by integrating the best 

elements that al1 four major cities offer: from Vancouver, superior crime analysis and 

communication between agencies; from Toronto, the excellent reputation of an organization that 

provides immediate concrete support to victims in pain; from Ottawa, the ability to directly 

influence the way the queer community is policed; and Montreal, with its activist, more holistic 

approach to the impact of violence and the queer cornrnunicy. 

a When 1 asked the 519's VAP mrdiiator, she said the 5 19 does not keep track of murder cases. 



Queer citizens who have k e n  less affected by violence could also make a difference by 

contributing to an organization focused on seeking social justice for queer-bashing victirns. Such 

an organization, if it were to exist, could m a t e  prograrns that address ttiis violence on many 

different IeveIs. It could be a clearing-house for statistical information and function as a research 

centre to produce new knowledge in the area. It could raise community concerns in the media 

and lobby for legislative changes. It could create educational programs for young people, police 

personnel and Crown prosecutors. It could also encourage partnenhips between social service 

agencies to develop prograrns that best meet the needs of queer-bashing victims. Finally, a 

national organization of this kind could pursue various legal challenges. noi unlike the activities 

of Canadian women's groups in the seventies and eighties. 

This thesis has attempted to serve as an overview of queer-bashing issues in Canada. 

While conducting the research, 1 was surprised to discover that nobody eIse had attempted to do 

this. Has the queer comrnunity becorne inured to this pain? When 1 interviewed victirns who had 

experienced great suffenng, 1 often felt helpless, as though 1 had nothing to offer them - and that 

making them relive their experience would only make things worse. However, instead of tuming 

away, many victirns were interested in supportkg programs or organizations that educate young 

people and offer new h o p  to victims. One straight man, who was recently queer-bashed on 

Davie Street in van couver^' wmte an open letter to the Georgia Straight, thanking "the man 

who handed me his phone so 1 could talk to the police and didn't mind when I retumed it covered 

with blood" and "the father and son who pursued at least one of the assailants .. . th& you for not 

just turning away." 



INTERVIEWS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

I taiked and corresponded with dozens of people for this project. The information was gathered 
through one-on-one interviews and telephone interviews; instead of convening directly with me, 
some i n t e ~ e w  subjects sent me answers to questions by fax or by e-mail. Othen sent me 
additional information about queer-bashing, including personal correspondence that featured their 
names and personal information about <hem and other people. Still others would not consent to a 
formai interview. but sent me statistics on official letterhead; it is not clear that these experts 
would like to be named. Although most interview subjects gave me permission to publish their 
names, some did not. In order to de-emphasize the subjects' particular names - and to focus 
instead on the larger themes that these people were addressing - 1 decided to code the narnes of 
everyone 1 had persond contact with. except for two university professors who, as experts on rhe 
topic of homophobia and hate crimes, were refen-ing to their own research and gave me 
permission to use their names. 1 also referenced two letters 1 wrote myself. In some cases, 1 had 
several cornmunications with one person: fint in an interview, then in a follow-up letter, and 
then in a fax, on three different dates. Each communication contained a specific and important 
fact that 1 needed to keep track of; for this reason, within the text of the thesis 1 referenced each 
item not only by the coded name of the person I comrnunicated with, but also by the date and 
nature of that communication, e.g. (interview with D, May 14, 1999) or (letter from CC, Mrty 17, 
1999). The following is a List of codes, with a corresponding description of each penon and the 
type of communication 1 had with that penon. 

Description of person and interaction 
Kinsman, Gary (1999) Interview. April 27. Sociology Department, Laurentian 

I 1 University. I 
Roberts, Julian (1999) Interview, May 1 1. Criminology Department. University of 
Ottawa, 

1 1 Janoff. Victor ( 19991 Letter to RCMP. June 10. 1999 1 

A 
Janoff, Victor (1999) Letter to RCMP, June 28, 1999 b 

Edmonton researcher in the area of anti-gay violence. Interview, June 16, 1999. 
B Toronto researcher in the area of violence against gays and lesbians. Interview, May 

6. 1999. 
C 
D 
F 

r 

Vancouver male gay-bashing victim. Interview, April23, 1999. 
Ottawa-area community activist. Interview, Sept. 2 1, 1999. 
Saskatoon Police representative. Interview, Aug. 12, 1999. 
Coordinator of the Victim Assistance Program at Toronto's queer community centre. 
Interview, May 26, 1999. 
Vancouver Police Department coordinator of the Bashline, Interview, May 20, 1999. 
Vancouver Police Department coordinator of the BC Hate Crimes Unit, Ministry of 
Attorney Generd. Interview. Apnl30. 1999. Letter, Sept. 23, 1999. Letter, Nov. 23, 

1 1999. 

G 
H 

Saskatoon queer comunity activist. Interview, July 13, 1999. 
Calgary queer community activist. Interview, May 14, 1999, 
Calgary Crown counsel. Interview. June 29, 1999. 
Gay male refugee from Mexico, living in Vancouver. Interview, May 11, 1999. 
Charlottetown queer community activist. Interview, May 17, 1999. 

I 
--  - - 

1 Victoria Police Department spokesman. u i t e ~ e w ,  Apnl28.1999. 

m 

I 

P 
- - - - -  

Vancouver Police Department transsexual fernale police officer. I n t e ~ e w ,  April30, 
1999 



R 
S 
T 

[ 31. 1999. 
Z ! Comuniiy relations ccordinaror, Hamilton Wentwonh Regional Police. inte 

Edmonton Poiice Service homicide detective. Letter, June 9,1999. 
Edmonton Police Service senior officer. Interview, May 21, 1999. 
Calgary Poiice Service deputy chief. Telephone conversations, June 8 and J. 

U 
V 
W 
X 
Y 

- - 
1999. - 

. Regina Police Service spokesman. Interview, Apnl22,1999. 
Former hate crimes officer, Winnipeg Police Service. Letter, Dec. 2, 1998. 
Current hate crimes officer, Winnipeg Poiice Service. Interview, June 23, 1999, 
Hate crimes unit spokesman, Ontario Provincial Police. interview, May 17, 199 
Former hate crimes officer, London Police. interview. May 10, 1999. Letter. 

AA 
May 17, 1999. Fax, May 28, 1999, 
Coordinator, Hate Crime Unit, Metro Toronto Police Service. interview, h 

BB 
1999. 
Hate crimes officer, Ottawa-Carleton Regional Police Service. Letters, May 2 

CC 
DD 
EE 

- 

June 29, 1999. 
Deputy Chief, Sudbury Regional Police. Letter. May 17, 1999. 
Officer, Quebec Provincial Police. Telephone conversation, May 12, 1999. 
Officer, Service de Police, Ville de Québec, section crimes contre la per 

FF 
GG 
HH 

Telephone conversation, June 9, 1999. 
Officer, Service de Police, Ville de Québec. Telephane conversation. May 20. 
inteIligence officer, Fredericton Police Force. Interview. May 26, 1999. 
Deputy chief, Charlottetown Police Department. Telephone conversation, M 

II 
JJ 

-- 

Senior police officer. Halifax Police Service. Interview, April22. 
Media relations officer, Royal Newfoundlmd Constabulary. Letter sent to t 

KK 
June 6, 1999. 
Officer, crime prevention branch, RCMP. Interviews, May 5 and 21. Letters, J 

LL 
1 
NN 
00 
QQ 
RR 
TT 
UU 
W 

and 29. 
Gay male comrnunity activist, Whitehorse, Yukon. Interview, Au?. 13, 1999. 
Lesbian cornmunity activist, Victoria. Interview. Aug. 11, 1999. 
Tmssexuai woman and community activist, Vancouver. hterview, May I I .  
Gay male community activist, Edmonton. Interview, May 2 1. 
Gay male community activist, Regina. Interview, Aug. 10, 1999. 
Lesbian community activist, Winnipeg. I n t e ~ e w ,  May 14, 1999. Fax, Ang. 9 
Gay male comrnunity activist, Hamilton. interview, Apd  27, 1999. 
Gay maIe artist, Peterborough. Note 1. Note 2, Note 3, Note 6, Note 9, July 22 
Lesbian community activist, Montreal. Interview, May 1 1, 1999. Letter, J 

WW 
XX 

m. 

YY 

1 ] f m i  RCMP, including police cep& Nov. 21, 1995. 

1999. 
Gay maie community activist and journalist, Halifax. Interview, May 25, 1999 
Gay maie community activist, St. John's. InteMew, May 19, 1999. Letter, A 
1999. 
Gay male comrnunity activist, St. John's. interview, May 19, 1999. Note 3, 
Aug. 23, 1999. 

z z  
AAA 
BBB 

%ay male witness to a gay-bashing. interview, April 13,1999. 
Gay male victim in British Columbia Statement to RCMP, Oct. 7, 1995. 
Gay male victim and AAA's ex-partner. Statement to police, Oct 7, 1995. 



CCC Victimized gay male couple. Statement of CIaim, Suprane Comt of British Colurnbk 1 On. 6. 1997. i.ukMnv lune 7. 1999. 
DDD 

EEE 

FFF 
GGG 

Hetermxmd male gay-bashing victim in British Columbia. Police statement, Oct. 7. 
1999. 
Gay male victim, St. John's. Statement submmed to the RNC Public Cornplaints 
Commission, Juiy 19, 1993. Interview, July 7, 1999. Letter to him from the RNC 
Chief; Oct. 18, 1993. 
Gay male fiiend of gay man lailleci. Interview, March 27, 1999. Letter, Aug. 17, 1999. 
Gay male victim, St. John's. Interview, June 22, 1999. 

HHH 
III 
JJJ 
LLL 

MMM 

Gay male lawyer, Vancouver. Interview, May 6, 1999. 
HaMkx Crown Counsel. Letter, April20. 
Gay male community activist, Saskatoon. InteNiair, May 7, 1999. 
Gay male victim, Vancouver. Interview, May 3, L 999. 
Gay male umununity activisf London, Oatario. Lnter, May 6. Note "14" Aug. 26, 
1999. Note i l  B," Aug. 26. 1999. Letter. Sept. 8. 1999. Mers to him h m  London 
Police Chief, Dec. 9, 1996 and Feb. 5, 1997. 
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United States 
People v. Rodrigue2 256 Cal. App. 2d 663.64 Cal. Rpa 253 (1967) 

Canadian nomcriminal cases 
Murphy v. Little Memphis Cabaret Inc. (1996), 20 OTC 313 (Ont. Gen. Div.); [1998] OJ. No. 
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Canadian criminal cases 
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QUEER-BASHXNG DATA ANALYSE CODES 

Cade 1 Cases in which t h e  is or thae ;ut: 1 No. of cves 1 No. of victims 
Stlitistics on victims 

Lam 
2am 
3am 
4 m  
1aF 
'21f 
3af 
Lat 
Zjj 

Zaum 

3auf 

9aml 
9 d l  
ltatl 
1 2 m l  
12rifl 

lob8 

lob15 

- - - - 
be hctcmscxud ancilor dcnies king homoscxual 
2 mde victim whose sexud orientation is not completcly cemin: claimai mdlor ap@ to 
bc hetcrosurud and/or dcnies king homosexud 
3 Icrndc victims whosc scxud oncntation is not complctely cemin: claimeci andfor ap-d 
to be hctcrosexud andior denits bc in~  homosc..uai 
1 male victim who violates genda stmotypes 
1 fcmde victim who violates pender stmtypcs 
1 victim who is a m s x x u a l  w o m  who is a pmsututc 
1 victim who is a male prostitue 
1 victim who is a f e d t  prostintte 

lob50 

144 
72 
30 
8 
13 
14 
3 
7 
2 

1 d e  victim 
2 maie victim 
3 d e  victims 
4 male victims 
1 fende victim 
2 ftmde victims 
3 femalc victims 
1 victim who is a u3nssurud woman 
2 victims. gmdcr unclear 

4 

1 

6 
3 
2 
2 
2 

and/& identifi&lt hatt proups 
8 suspects idkgcd to bc assaciad with ad/or exposed ta organizcd gangs 
andlot idmtifiablc hatt groups 
15 nispccu de@ to bc associatcd with andlot urposed to 0 r p n i . d  gangs 
md/or idmtifiable hak mups  1 1 
50 suspccts allcped m bc sssociatcd with adlot  exposed to o rgmkd pans 1 1 1 50 1 

292 
No. of casa 

11 

144 
36 
10 
2 
14 
6 
1 
7 
1 

I 

Toul suspects 
60 
82 
78 
36 
15 
30 
16 
5 
4 

- - 22 
3 
4 
5 
6 
8 
12 
15 
50 
45 1 

Total 
1 O 
14 
16 
12 
16 
4 

8 

3 

24 

221 

No. of cases 
60 
4 1 
26 
9 
3 
5 
2 
5 
2 

11 ' -- 

Stlitistics on suspects 

2 

1 

ChmcrMstics of victims 
laum 1 1 male victim whose scxual ontnarion is not complctcly certain: claimcd iutd/or appemd to 

lbm 
2bm 
3bm 
Jbm 
5bm 
6bm 
8bm 
lbf 
2bf 
2bb 

16 

15 

I mdc suspect 
2 male suspcfts 
3 male suspects 
4 male suspects 
5 male suspects 
6 male suspects 

. 8 male suspects 
1 fernale suspect 
2 femaic suspects 
2 suspects whose gcnda is unclcv 

3bb 
4bb 
Sbb 
6bb 
8bb 
l2bb 
15bb 
50bb 

3 suspects whose gcnder is unclcrir 
4 suspects whosc gendcr is unclw 
5 suspects whose gendcr is unclerir 
6 suspects who~e pendcr is unclev 
8 suspects whose gmda is unclur 
12 suspects whose gmdcr is unclw 
15 suspects whose pmder is uncfear 

_ 50 suspects whose genda is unclev 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

165 
No. of cases 

10 
14 
8 
4 
4 
4 

4 

1 

4 

Aspects of suspects 
Sb 1 1 1 pmstitutc 
9b 1 
9b2 
9b3 
9b4 
lob1 

lob2 

lob3 

lob6 

1 teenager undcr 20 
2 teenagers undcf 20 
3 tctnagcrs unda 20 
4 teenagers undcr 20 
1 suspect dlcgcd to bc ssociatcd with andor cxposcd to organiztd gangs 
andlot identifiable hstc p u p s  
2 suspects degai  to be associatcd with ruidlor u p e d  ta organiztd p g s  
andfor identifiable htc  groups 
3 suspccts dlcgcd to be d a t c d  w i h  mdlor exposai to ofganizcd gang 
andlor idatifiabk hau gmups 
6 suspects allegcd to be associatcd with mdlor u p o ~ c d  to organizcd pngs 



1 andlor identifiable hatc p r o U V  I 1 
- .  . . 

1 Total numbcr of suspects 188 
Crime satistics 

lc 1 Crime: physiwl (ancmpted murder, assault. assault wilh wapon, unwanccd 1 203 1 
2c 
3c 
4c 

Police issues 

pushini, shootinp;, spn$np;. kicking or throwing) 
Crime: Wtcn ing  bchaviour (vtrbd t h & .  chasing. fouowing. spitting) 
Crime: robbaylaitempted mbbay 
Crime: sexud sssault 
Tolltl number of crimes 

Sd4 
Sd5 
46 
7dt 

58 
34 
12 
307 

Aspects of crimes: crimes in which 

8 
14 

4 1  
Jd2 

Legdljudicial issues 

- - 

Insensitive andlor homophobic 
Incompetcntl inattcntivd didn't show up/ showcd up latc 

r 

Violcnce 
Minimizcd the homophobic nature of the crime 
The victim endcd up king apprchcndcd andor charged _ Positive police rcsponsc 

Sd 1 1 insensitivity andlor homophobia 
5d2 ( lncompetcnce 

124 
2 1 
20 

le 
2c 
8d 1 

13 
10 
7 
1 1  

3 
17 
9 
13 
20 

r 1 1  
10 
4 

5d4 Minimizcd the homophobic nature of the crime 
3c 1 Suspcct w a  m t e d  Ienicntly 

1 lh 

lli 

Victimlsuspcct app~lr to be sangas 
Victimfsuspect appm to know each other 
Violence occumxi aftcr vicYm and suspect picka! each otha up 

3c2 
Je1 
k 2  
7d3 

1 lj 
1 tk  
1 lm 

3d l A xxual advancc was allacd to have occurrtd 1 8 

Suspect was not convictcd 
Suspect blamcd the victim 
Suspect minirnirtd the incident 
Positive mponse fmm the court 

ûeugraphic contecrt 

population 
Att;rcktdlihrrûtcncd in o tha  arcas while w;ilking in cruising mas including 
parks and prostitution mob 
Anackedlthmtcncd insidc or close to a vchiclc p&td in a cntising m or a 

Victimintion issues 

9e 1 Contact multcd h m  c b i f i e d  ais, phone lines, inmet .  etc. 
1 d 1 Aicohol ;uid/or h g  issues w«r rrpaned 
6d 1 Media werc inxnsitivitc. sensationdistic. incompetent or silcnt 

1 la 
1 lb 
1 Ic 
1 ld 
I le 
1 t f  
1 

33 

6 

1 

qutcr neighbarhood 
Risan. yaulh dttenuon cm-. jail or dmnk tank 
Otticr locations/ not sure 
Public washroorns 

2 
17 
9 

11 
68 
2 

37 
9 
30 
8 

Sc 
6c 
7c 

7d 1 

Violence occurmi when victim was rcturnin~ home h m  a q u m  bar L 14 

Exme physical injury 
Saious financial conscqucnccs 
Sevat cmotiond impact 
Positive cummunity rcsponse 

Ternpanl considentions 

Att;ickcd/ttirtatcncd in or n w  victim's midence 
ka t ion :  in or neu suspect's residencc 
Violence o c c u d  at a quter amblishment 
Violcnce occuncd ourside. within a fcw mctm of a queer amblhhmcnt 
Att;ickedlhtcncd on otha parts of a s m t  whm quctrs atc highiy visible 
Anackcdlthrurtncd in ather p m  of a nt ighborhd with a high q u m  

32 
3 
9 
t 9 
14 

, 
2 1 

9 

3 
4 
2 

9fl 

9f2 
9f3 
9f4 

Crime occumd iuound quccr community cvents (parades, milies, 
cclebntions) 
Crime occurrui around Hallowcm 
Crime occurrcd during fkworks cclebntions 
Crime occumd during sponing evcnts 



APPENDIX #2 



HOMOCIDE DATA ANALYSIS CODES 

ts.t includes those chuged, convictcd and under suspicion in both "clcar" and ïmcleai' cases. Includes those acquitted 
by m o n  of inmity and those who had theirconvietion stnyed. hcludes those suspects who k i k i  thcmxlvcr before 
mal and afkr conviction. Does not includc those found "not guiity," or those whose charges were dropped due to lack 
of evidcnce. 

4J  
4am 
4an 

c. 

code I Cases featuring ... 
Statistics on victims Ho. of 

cases 
72 
3 
1 
3 
4 
83 

3 
9 

lm1 
laa2 
Lail3 
labl 
lac 1 

die 
At lwt 1 d e  suspect. ar his lawycr. mentioncd childhoad(mngc abuse 
At Ieast 1 d e  suspect artcrnptd CO kill hirnsclf afttt a m t  but beforc ~d 
At t a c  1 malc suspcct kikd  Lmself ;ifticf convktion 

Total 
victims 

72 
6 
3 
3 
4 
88 

6 J . u  
6 
9 

Iac l , One victim'q wwal orientation ir unccrtain 1 7  

1 d e  victim 
2 male victims 
3 d e  victims 
1 female victim 
1 tnmxxud woman who is a victim 

7 

9 
2 
2 

Chancteristics of the victims Totd: 

83 
83 
83 

2aal 
7,aaZ 
2ab 1 

The community/policc/mcdia considcd this victim to be q u m  
The community/policc/mcdiû c o n s i d d  thcsc 2 vicurns to be q u m  
Victim's sexud orientation is a contentious issue 

2 x 2  
2ad 1 
2ûd2 
2ae 1 
2 d l  
23f2 

S u  Crime includcd robbay 23 83 
Sad 1 Crime occunrd in or ncu at l e s t  one victim's home 49 83 

1 
3 
1 
4 
2 
1 
2 
3 

No. of 
Cases 

?O 

33 

5 

3 
13 

- 9 

Two victim' sexual orientation is uncemin 
1 d e  victim who crossdrcsscd 
2 d e  victims who cross-dresseci 
1 oldcr victim (60c) 
1 d e  vicum who was a pmstitute 
2 mlc victims who w m  prosticutes 

2 
3 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
3 

Total 
cses  

83 

83 

83 

83 
83 
83 

2 a ~  1 
2ah 1 

1 f c d c  victim who w u  a prosutute 
1 victim who was a V ~ Z I S S U ( U ~  womm md 3 prosutute 

Case miution 

3 u l  ' 

3x12 

3ab 

3ac 
3ûd 
3ae 

The crime appc.ars to be completcly solvcd. the n:uncs and outcome arc known. and chût 
infonnation is filed 
nie  aime appem to be completely solvcd. the nmcs and outcorne art known, but not 
d l  chat information is immediaiely availûble. 
The aime is pmbably solvcd. but mon information is nttded on nmcs and/or 
outcorne 
The crise is beforc the courts 
The crime appws to bc unsolved. but more informuon is necdcd to confim hat 

, The crime is definitcly unsolvcd 
Crimc c h ~ e n s t i c s  



Relationship bctwan victim and suspect 

6 d  
6aa4 
6ad 

73c 1 Don't know 
7ad 1 Crimes in which at I a t  one suspect had some ptcviaus contact with the sucer 1 29 1 83 

6ml 
6 a d  

t 1 
2 

6ag 
6aj 
6am 
6ap 

At least one suspect rcpoctcûiy met the victim at a gay cstabiishmenc 
At lwst ont suspect faMy shot or k t  the victirn inside or in front of a quecr 
estabiishmcnt 

83 
83 

83 
83 
83 

At las t  one suspect rcportcdly met the victim in a cruising iuu 1 4  

communicy 
At lcast one suspect kntw tha~ rhe victim was probably quetr 
At lust one suspect riirrady had an intimtc dationship with the victim 
The victim and at least one suspect had s a  at some point 
The victim and at l a t  one suspcct m y  have met through classifieci ds 

7ae 
7af 
7îg 

83c - Homophobia 3 83 
8ad Hornophobic nature of the crime was minimircd or negatcd 13 83 
8ac Positive po lice rcsponsc 16 83 

. At Iwt one suspect killd the vicrim in a cniisinp; a m  
At I m t  one suspect had appymdy h d y  had prcvious contact with the quccr 

S ~ ü d  &;&?CC 3 1 k s d ~ G  
7a;i [ Crimes in which at l m t  one suspect impiied the victim h d  made a sexuai advance 

8 u  
8ab 

Victirniwtion. media and comrnunity issues 
Sba The victim cxpericncd a slow. agonizing dath 8 
4bd The victim urpcritnccd ututme vioItncc 17 
4bm The corpsc suffertd funha indimitics 4 
4bg Media was inscnsitive ot sensationdixci the crime 10 
4bh Media appmachcd the subject in an uncritical, incompctcnt. or hettt~ccnüic fashion 10 
4bi Media wiu silmt. downpla_vtd the aime,  or didn't foiiow up 8 
4bj Positive media rcsponse 9 
4bk ~ 11 
4bl Positive community/f;uniIy rcspowe 9 

, Charges. convictions and appcats (clcar outcorner) ( Out- 1 Totd # 

9 
3 1 

21 1 8 3  

4 1 
10 
I l  
5 

community or knew the victim &s qutcr or h i  scx with die victim or h d  an incimiut 
rclationship with the victim or met the victim through a clrissified ad. or met or killed 
the victim in or neu a gay establishment or cmising ;uc;i or robbed the victim 
Did not 
Don't know 
Crimes in which at I w t  one suspect had some prcvious contact with the q u m  
cornmunity or h e w  the v i c h  was q u m  or h d  sex wië the victim or haci an intirnse 
rclationship with rht victim or m a  the victim through a cImificd ad or met or killed 
the victim in or n a  a gay establishment or cruising crrc;i - but dlcgcd the victim had 
made a sexual dvancc 

83 
83 
83 
83 

inxnsitivity 
Unprofcssiond: incompctcnt. ncgligent, botched the investigation. ûctcd 

16 
3 8 
17 

t0aril 1 1 d e  convicmi, no appui reportai, his namc is known. (He is in prison or on parole 

83 
83 
83 

6 
7 

1 W  

83 
83 

cornes 

21 

lOaa4 

of out- 
cornes 

21 
or has comptecul his s&itncc, or he Mai himself bcforr comp!eunp: xntuicc.) 
2 maies convicted no appeai rrportcd htir m e s  are knowri, ïhey art in prison or on 
parole or thcy have coc&lcted th& sentcnccs.) 
4 d e s  convictcd, no appeai nporttd their names arc known. ïhey are in prison or on 

5 10 

piuulc or rhty have cornpl& th& sentences.) 
1 4 



1 lOab 1 1 1 fernale convicttd, no apptal rrportcd, h a  name is known, and is cithcr in prison or 1 1 1 

lbahl 
lOai1 
lOni4 

lbcl 

lbEZ 
lbgl 
lbhl 

1 bi3 
; 

1 male found to have kiiled the victim butacquined by rwon of i m i t y  
1 male found not guilty 
4 d e s  found not pilty 

uid 
1 d e  wmtcd in connection with the killing a gay man wûs killcd befort ht could be 
m t c d  
1 d e  suspect. now on trial. xcused of murdering two gay men 
A mm is pmcntly awaiting mal, accuscd of killing a gay man 
A pmon is suspectcd in conncction with the kiUing of a gay man. but it's not known 
whethcr he's ken chargcd 
1 d e .  suspectai of killing 1 gay man and 2 men of unknown xxualiry. killcci himself 
kforc he could bc m t t d  

2 
1 
1 

Specitïc convictions (clcar outcornes) 

2 
1 
4 

No. of 
out- 

cames 
2 
12 
14 
il 
1 

2ba 
2bb 
2bs 

2 

1 
2 
1 

1 

Toui no. 
out- 

cornes 
2 
12 
14 
4 

t 1 

Mde convictcd of lstdcgree murda 
Male convictcd of 2nddeffrct murdcr 
Maic convictcd of manslauehta 

2bf2 

2 

1 
2 
t 

1 

2bd 
2bc 
2bfl 2 

Male convictcd of lesscr crimes 
Fcmaie convicvd of lessa crimes 
Male convictcd of unknown crimes 2 

6 Two d a  convictcd of unknown crimes 3 
Sentences for cases w i h  clur  outcornu 

3ba 
3bb 
3bc 
3bd 
3bf 
3bp 
3bh 
3bi 

1 O 
9 
t 
1 
5 
3 
2 
19 

Sentence: WY able to apply for pmle within lcss than 2 yean 
Sentence: was able to apply for pmle at 2 y c ~ s  but bcfon 4 y u r s  
Sentence: was able to apply for parole a! 4 ycrvs but beforc 6 ycars 
Sentence: was able to apply for parole at 6 ycm but befort 8 y= 
Sentence: WY able to apply for pmlc at 10 y- but beforc 15 y- 
Sentence: was able to apply for pmle at 15 y m  but beforc 25 y w s  
Sentenceci CO at lem 25 y e m  bcfon parole cligibility 
Unclurl unknown sentence 

No. of 
OUL- 

cornes 
2 

Charges. convictions and appmk (unclcar outcornes) 

lbal 1 1 male convicted of killing a mm. decision was rrponed to have ben appeded, but 

Totd no. 
out- 

cornu- 
2 
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L'iuly 1999 Inierview wiih 00, Mny 
21, 1999 

of t h  injurie>, I w u  wsiircd ilial ihui wur, ii,ipossible bccausc oikcrwisc, "WC would huvc ruiwî ilic cliurgt. But 
ii'r up IO ihc p l i cc  io riioniior ilic siiuüiion. WC don'i liuvc ilic rcsourcu: Io c twk  up on cvcryone" (Inlcrvicw 
wiilr );, Junc 29, 1999). 1 a s k d  ihc police i f  anyoiic Lcpi irack of whciher crinic viciinis dicd us a resuli of ihtir 
injuries, which would rhen allow ihc Crown IO mise Curolan's charge froni aggravaid assauli io murder or 
manslaughicr, 1 was iold ihai nciihcr ihc Crown nor ihc police inkes rcsponsibiliiy for ihis duiy -- which mcans 
ihoi ronic assailanis (and not jus1 qucer-birst~ers) may hcliteïally gtliing away wiih munlcr. 
"... Curl and Iiis boyfricnd ... wctc wulking handh4rand on a Calgary sireci carly in  ihc momiiig whcn ihey wcre 
uccosicd by ilwee bkinlwuds. Curl wns kickcd in ihc bcad." 
Krisia llinks, 18, "who plcaded guilty IO robbcry and unlowful confincmcnt of the 33.ywotQ man, w u  ihc driver 
of ihc car in  which four-men allcgully pickd up ihc viciim und b a i  und r o b M  him.., Hinkr and the faur men 
sioppal ihe nion ncar 1411i Avcnuc and 7ih Si. S.W., rcpuicdly a gay siroll, and somconc a k a l  if hc was gay. Thcy 
ibcn uiiockcû hiiii, punchin8 and brcaking I i i s  nosc and chcckbonc, bcfore dragging him in10 the vchicle. Couri 
heurd i l ic  victim was iakcn io a cunvcnicnçc atorc whcrc iticy robbd him of SlOO and Corcul Iiis pcnonal 
idcniificaiion nuniber for his bank card from him and look anoihcr 5 6ûû from his account b c f m  dumping him 
off*" 
Thc CPS rcponui ihoi a nian hud becn haspiializcd a k r  bcing robbd in  Cenicnory Park, and denicd h i n g  gay. 

n i e  CPS reponcrl ihai anoihcr mun had,becn Iiospitaliztd aficr bcing r o b W  in Cenienary Park, and dcnicd k i n g  
gay. 
Gay man lurcû, wiih promise of scx, 10 a inick siop, and ilicn niuggcd, und robbcd of his wullti, 

One quecr. bahin): recordcd by CI'S. 

A gay mon "in his cnrly 20s" " w u  beaicn and chakccl in10 unconsciousncss by roomniaics whilt hc w u  aitcnding 
U of A." 
A gay man "in his corly 20s" " w u  beuien and chokcû in10 unconsciousness by roommatcs" a second iimc whilc hc 
w; a i~cnd in~  U of A. - 
"ihc boy was in  icars as hc plcndul wiih ihc robed figure siiiing k forc  him. tic Jidn'i want io reiurn io  ihc 
~ m o n i &  Young ~ f f c n d e r ~ ~ c n t r c ,  wlwc he had b i n  ihc vicum of a homfic sc~ual assauli al ihc hands of ihe 
oiher kids. 'Ilicy hud pcrccivcd hc w u  a hoiiioscxuril,' says youlh coun Judgc Waldcr Whiic. '1'11 ncvcr forgci 
ihui kid.' Whiic had no opiiun bui IO scnd ilrc boy bück io ihc centrc," 
"One man, in  his 40s. who was knifcû in  ihe face during iin assauli, iold of people laughing whcn his cosc was 
hcard in court." (Mandcl) 'This case weni io court. A conviction of assauli was ihc ourcomc. 1t was no1 prcacnied 
as any sort of hait crinie" (UU). "And I cun fcel itic siccl going ihrougti niy face. And blood. n ~ t y ' r c  kicking al1 
the pan of boûy" (Siaplcs). 
"A drunkcn man who was on his way honic froni a nighiclub harassecl a slighily-buili man. calling hiin a 
homoseaual, plendcd guilty Wed. i u  ussouli. David Moniour, 20, rcccivd a ont-day stnicncc ... and iiiusi pcrform 
70 hours of co,n~i iun i~~ sehice ..." 
Two riruighi icctrügcrs un un I~ i i i on inn  ciiy bus wcrc accuscd of bcing gay by a bunch of iceiiagcrs. Ai ihc bus 
bop, ihcy goi off and wcrc assuulicd in  full vicw of chrtz or four bus drivcrs. Bui ihcy didn'i n d  IO bc 
hospiinliztd. 
Haniilion: "A youili brokc a gay man's [David Cassidylnrm wiih a brrscball bnt was givcn a ninc-rnonih senicncc... 
"1 wunicd to know if lhcy wcre honiosexuals and if ihcy had the AlDS virus* ... 17 al the iimc of ihc bcaiing ..." 
lncidcni: 'Iliere w u  a knock ai ilic door ... Thc guy jus1 wulkcd in  wiih iwo oiher guys -- and hc had a bascball 
bat ... I couldn'i walk for thrct wccks ... this otticr onc Icft ilie room, came back with a butchcr knifc and irid io 
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July 26, 1991 

Nov. 23, 1992 
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srick in me... Trying IO gci ~IIC IO uJiiiii ~hü i  1 w u  an AIDS-irifecid fapgol.,. So l'ni bcing bcai an for likc ovcr an - -  - 
huur, wiili ihis guy irying io gci nie IO sliy i l i i s  ... (p. l )  ... ihcy si i iash~ihe phone, but hcpui brck togcihcr ... 
phond ihc RCMP and Düve Gwdncr iold him ihut "Well ihcre's noihing wc can do now; wcell corne around ai 
abau12 oeclock iomunow and sec whai we can do ihcn ... drovc hinisclf io iht arnbulancc,.. (p.3) 
"llrcni Sicvcn Winjc, 21, was scnicnccd io IWO ycars iniprisonniciii in provincial court Friday ~ f i c r  plcading guiliy 
io assnuli wiih inicni io cuusc W i l y  hann ... ~ k j c ,  who had bccn drinking, punchul and k ick4 ~ i c l i ac l  ~ a & i d ~ ,  
43,.. was lefi wiih niuliiplt bniiscs, a brokcn cyc awkct, a frlciurc undcr ont cyc and n possiblc fraclurc Io ihc basc 
of his skull,,.Winjes's moiher said ouisidc coun '...ihere arc iwo sida Io ihis. Thuc hm bccn political pressure Io 
cal1 ihis a gay buh bui il was no! a gay biüh und ii w u  no1 a gang. Ii was ftar of AIDS,'. .. Cassidy has mainiaincd 
ihcrc wcrc ihra incidcnis of 'gay bashing' in Iiis hornc ... involving scvcn diffcrcnt assailanis, Iionc of whom h t  
knew." Ciissidy said hc was aiiackcd lune 25 and July 26. In a third incidcnt, Cassidy said, anothcr nian siaying in 
his honic was aiiackcd. (Hartlinc Aug. 1) 
Aftcr ihe July 26 incidcnt, 3 mcn wcrc chiugul, includul Winjc, a youih and Bany Mtrccr, Including assauli, 
aggravaid assauli and asauli wiili a wcapon. "...an amr brokcn whcn lit w u  hi aiiackcd Julie 25 n d s  IO be 
rcsci bccuusc of ri bcnting hc susiaincd July 26." (tlanlinc Aug. 2) 
Incidcni: The second iime: Yeah ilrese ihrec people criiric in a car... I gai a bop on ihc nmc ... And rhorily afier, 
anoilicr IWO wccks wcni by, and il happcnul agaiii: ... 1 saw ihesc two fcllows walking up ihc drivcway and I gai 
scarcû ininiecliafcly.,. 1 was in a cnst up io my shouldcrs. Ihis Urcni Wlnje, he jusi canw righi ai me, wiih his fists 
and his fcei -- no quuiions or anything, jus1 saying, "You'rc a faggoi, arcnet you? You're a faisoil ... standing on 
my cas1 and kicking niy hcad in. And tic jurt wouldn't siop..thc phonc rang and 1 nianapl Io gel il lurnul on and 
kick4 undcr the coffce fable, sa iiiy fricnd Micliacl was nblc IO cal1 ihc policc ... '1 had been diiiiking al1 day ... (p. 
4) I l c  fcll agsinsi ihc couch and 1 closed my fisi ... 1 uscd ihc bnck of my f is i  and sidcrtrokc ia each side of his head 
aboui bctwccn fificm and twcniy tirncs,.. his cyc w u  swolltn c l d  and discoIoring. Wis nosc was blccding; his 
niouih was hanging open becausc he had a brokcn jaw; ii was hanging open and lhcse gobs of blixxl jus1 coming 
oui of his blood..,. (Colin Rd): ... ihcy rcally wtrc afitr mc ta bcgin wiih ... this individual lrorn ihe RCMP 
prcsrul u p n  ikcm il iai 1 hnd AIDS ... Gardncr: "1 iold p p l c  .... I have heard ihai lie was HIV-positive, but whai 
docs thaf meanTV ... (Urcni Winjc) ... 1 wasn'i saying 'AllIS-infenid Caggot.' I was asking him, 'Do you have 
AIDS ... ihai scarcs ntc vçry much ... an HCMP officcr thai had soiiie dcalings wiih him -- 1 don7 knaw whcn -- 
said, 'Yau aiiocli4 Mr. Recd,' and 1 said, 'No-no, il wasn'i Mr. R d . '  And hc said, "Wcll did you know hc had 
AIDS?' And 1 said, 'Ied hcard the rumeurs,' And hc said, 'WcII, il's s faci."' Was rhal Davc Gardncr? 'Ycs, ii 

lam, 3bm, 9bl, lc, 
5c, Id, 4dl, le, 1 Ib, 
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was... I'vc hcard il frairi a nuiirhtr of people ond ihrcc of ihciii werc policc officcr. '(p. 61, 
In ihc mxond incideni. Cassidy raid, anoihcr miin sioying in his honic w u  eiiackul. (Iiartlinc Aug. 1) 

youlh corlicr plcadcd guiliy io one couni of iusauli causing W i l y  hami ... asraulicd ilit 43-ycar-old man becausc he 6c8 3d 1, I l ho 
made scnual ovcnures io ihc 17-ycar-old malc ... ihrcc days in hospiial and had his jaw w i rd  rhut for six weeks, 1 
Incidcni: Thc second iimc: Y C ; ~  ihtse ihrec people cinic-in a cor... I go1 a bop an Ihc nose ... 
Nonainro: "A youih who smoshcû a gay man's jaw wiih a brunch hus bccn senicncd io ninc nionilis in jnil, The lum, lbm, 9b1, Ic, 

- .  

ihcm up .... HCMP cscori out of Cat l ~ k c  canipgrounil ncw ~ ~ u n n l i r h  aficr ihcy phond for hclp ... pl ice ... warncû 
ihcm ihui aboui 30 youths had gaihcrcd nearby .... HCMP said ihc youihs showcd up IO sec a f'ight, no1 10 slarl one. 

lcriding io 53.iNül lus  in his wa&. l l e  s i i l l  ruluires add-iiianul dcninl surgcry." 
- 

"Four goy campers !)ad IO flcc a cu~~ipground in the middlt of the nighi aficr a gang of hd lu ins  ihrcaicned to bcai 

'Vicy wcrc not th& io panicipuic in any form of bcuiing ..." 
6: "A 65-ycar-uld man was ricquiircd ... ofassuuliing a lcsbian and hcr fricnd ouisidc a p s t  office in Madeira 

4am8 4bb, Zc, 4d5, 

Park, a comniuhiiy ncar Scchcli ... on two charges of assuuli causing bodily hum agrrinsi local rcsidcnts tindy 
Monihûn and Mynlc Winchesicr. Monilian ... tcslificd ihni ... shc and Winclicsier were ialkinli ouisidc ,,. when... 
Murrison ... aiinckcil ihcni from bchind, ihrowing Monilian IO (tic ground and Winchcstcr againsi ihe wall whilc 
punching and Licking oi ihcrn. .. Monihan suffercd a scpûncicû shouldcr froni ihc incident. Shc was forcd 10 
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Inicvicw wiih CCC, Junc 
7, 1999; Svenndmrlc 
1996, Siaicmcni from 
BB13,0ci. 7, 1995, 
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Oci, 6, 1997, Siutciiicni 
froni MUB, Ocl. 7, 1995, 
MacAulcy 1995, Lciicr 
io 00 B, Nov. 2 1, 1995; 
Ycung, July 8, 1999 

I did noi yci quulify Cor disubility bcncfits ... Wiochcricr tcsiiftcrl &tic suffcrui whiplash [rom bchg ihrown against 
ihe wall,,. Morrison adrniiicd ... to rcfcrring IO Monihan as a 'iiiunworrian' when dacribing the incident to Scchcli 

1 coniinuc in hcr ncw job os a grivcl niincr ihrougliout ihc injury or clsc losc hcr job, as shc wa5 a ncw cmployet and 

HCMP.,. Monihan, who w u  alrzady oncc rcduccd IO icun during hcr cross-cxaminaiion, brok down and ran oui 
af ihc counroom upon hcaring ihc noi guiliy verdicl ... shc and ahcr crown wiin- werc givcn no prcparaiion on 
icsiiiiiony or possible cross~cxon~ins~ion by Crown l a w y c r ~ "  Ap. 17: "Monaghan has decidd IO sue Morrisan in 
civil court fur duniaga ..." July 24: ". .. ri Pcndcr Ilarbaur voluniccr fircfighiw.,. Altliough hcr lircfi8hicr 
cullcagucs prusurcd ihe Sechcli HCMP ta Iay rusauli charges againsi ihc man... nonc of ihcm would sewc us a 
ctiamcicr wiincss fur Monaghan ... ihc Tirc chicf himsclf sai down and apologized IO Monaghan. 
BBB, Oci. 7, 1995:lat ihc bar bcforchand) "...a group of iht malu from lhc first pool table rnovtrl up and sai ai 
ihai iablc. I hcard ihern niake dcrogaiory rcmarks aboui faggois and homo lovcrs but ihcy were noi directcd nt me. 
Thcy wcrc direcicd ai lan MacCaulcy io ciggravatc hirn." 
MacAuley: "As we wcrc siarting to gel up IO Icavc ... ihc blond fellaw nide a rem&, 'Fuckin' faggois should bo 
killul.' 1 iold hirn IO fuck off and shui up. tic said, 'You f'uckin' homo lovcr and 1 spun around, grabbed hirn iho 
lupcl und druvc iiiy clbow inio hir nusc. WC rcufflcd uiid lhc biir rief'f cenic and broke ihings up." 
Svertdr~tric: "Ai abou1 2:W mi., afier ilic viciiiiu hud gonc IO bd, ikrce pcraons smashcd ilicir way inio thc 
victinisv housc by breaking down ilicir froni daor. Onc of ihc ininidtrs had a lire iron and hii ihc viciims wiih it. 
Two of ihe inlniderb, onc of whoin w u  holding u piecc of door moulding ihai had brokcn off ihc froni door, and 
unoihcr a broom iop or mop handlc, bcoi ihc viciims. ï l ic  ihrce inlnidcrs ilircaicncd tu kil l (bBB), rcpcaiing iheir 
il~rcata ~cvcrul tiiiics during ihc uiiuck, wiih his firhi nuriic bcing spccificnlly tncniionccl, Dunng the mcltc 
dcru~uiury rciriurks wcrc niada about huinoscxuirls, thc windows in ihc housc werc brokcn, dcbris w u  thrown ai 
and inio ihc house and ihe viciims suffcrcû wounds IO ihcir boûics" (para. S),.. "During ihe p ~ l i c o  invcsligaiion of 
ihc incident, no fingcrprinis wcre iakcn from the physical cvidcnce, b l d  staincû objtcis and cloihcing wue no1 
anelyzcd and no linc-up or idcntificeiion p d c  w u  conducid. n i a  Crown's case relies cniircly on th0 
cyewitnws idcniificatlon cvidcncc of ihc vicriins.. Whilc somt of ihc vidcncc beforc the coun ccriainly conrriiuter 
suspicious circunirianccs, i t  Jocr noi, in niy view, amount Io cvidcncc suïficicni Io suppon ctrnviciions. As ihc 
coun cannot be raiiafiul bcyand a rcasonoblc daubi itini thc victiinii have iibodc a correct idcniificaiion of the ilirct 
accuscd, ihcrcf'orc ihc charges aguinbl Lhcrn musi be JirmisscJ (pua. 48)." 
Cross-cxuniinaiion by Mr. Paiicnon of viciiiii AAA: "You pushcd hini. l 'm going IO suggcsi Io you ihai any 
canflici bciwccn ihe IWO of you WU as n rcsuli of YOU pushing hirn and aiiucking him and he JiJ noi, in faci, atiack 
you, did kt7 A: t ic  ioucticd -- hc Iiii tnc uver ilic 11c;iJ wilti a crow bar. iIiuies cnough rcason io go riftcr hirn,,." 
AAA; ". .. i l ic  lvll bluiidc guy ikcn ruircû ihc iirc wrcncli und ilrcn biruck Handall on tlic hcad. Tlic blonde guy then 
yclleû '1 oiii &oins IO kil l yuu. you fucking fuggoilv I ihcn wcni fuwads ihc blonde guy, hc raisui ihc tire iron nnd 
ihen siruck me on ihc Icfi side of my hcad ... wlien thcy wcre ouisidc ihcy siancd yclling and ~iointing ai Randall, 
'Wc'rc gain8 IO gct yuu, wc're go i i i ~  to kill you, you fucking faggot!' 'ihcy..,Hc kcpi poiniing al Randall and 
icllin8 hirn ihat hc was going 10 hua Rnndall dowci and thai hc was dcad ..." (4-6) "Physical and crnoiional injuries: 
"Hcccivcd blow iu ihc hcud wiih a iirc iron rcsuliing in a concussion and niinor scalp Iwcmtilin. Rcccnily 
diagnmcû with ncurological düstayc us ri rcsuli of blow io hwd ... unublc to sltep al nighi.., siiffcnng from 
rccurring Jrcains ... Jcprceion ... l as  of Iionic und hjaving io rclocaic ... f c w  of rciuming honie (10) ... ltcmr thai 
have k e n  damrrged: I large bath iowcl (burgundy) soilcd wiih b l d  ... 1 pair kitchcn cumins, soilcd wiih blood 
and iani ... 1 k a  iowcl, soilui wiih b l d  .," (ulso jackci, mg, shons, sucks, tic, baihrobes, jeans and 1-shirir, soilui 
wiih b l d j  (12.1 3) ..." 
Intcrvicw with CCC, Junc 7, 1999: 1BDD) When thcy came Io the house ihcy cal ld my naine. Whcn he swung 

i l ie lire iron and smashul nit  in iheaii, hc said, "You'rc fucking dcad!' 
Slaieiiicnt front DB13 1995: ".. . thc lasi ihing ihcy did was pick up a piccc of concrcic and ihrcw ii ihrough ihc back 
dwr windaw. All ikc iiitic ihcy addresscd nie, "You ore fuckin' dead. WC are ~ o i n g  IO kill you fhis is  noi ovcr WC 
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physically uitackcd by iwo  iiicn and ri woinun." 
"Ai 4 am.  ihe saine nighi Tony LaPrancc siaggcrul in10 ihc Si. Paul's tiospiial cmcrgcncy dcparimcni..,, ninc 

1993 i o  19950 

O5 

men ha4 k i c k 4  hi in ihc face rcpeardly wi ih iheir bis. whilc five o f  ihc atiackcn' fricnds s imd  by." 
Jnnoff: In Sianley Park a i  3 am., ".,.ihru young whiie nialcs sniashtd Stcve Macktin's face I o  splinicrs with a 

1995; 157 
Hall. June. 2, 1995 

1993 IO 1995b 

four-foor mctal bar. Macklin (28) fcll unconscious on his back i n  a puddle o f  blood; rht men continucd I o  pound 
ihc bar inio his face. Two homf i u l  antookcrs c h a d  away ihc niiuckcn, c&ul ihc victini i o  a car and nishcû hirn 
to.. Si. Puiul's hospiial ... Eighi nicial plaies and 38 scrcws now hold Macklin's ncwly reconsirucld face togcilicr ... 
'Hobbcry was ihc morivc,' says police spoiicsnian Consi. Gord Elias. 'No words, noies or cvidcncc wcre 
cachanp l  i o  suggcsi thal the aitack was inorivriicd by anri-gay scntimcnt' Bcforc hc passui oui, Macklin hcard 
onc uiicrckcr ycll: "Givc njc your kck i ng  nioncyl' !iowcvcr no  aiicnipi was made IO lake his waltcl. Why wcre 
Mucklin's wullei and nroricy noi iuiicn') ... I lonic ... ubscrvd a1 ihc hospiial ihat Macklin's wallci was fu l l  o f  
nioney ... t l i s  anil is brokcn i n  ihrze pluc a..." Scvcn lccih k n o c k d  out. " ' I l i c  two men who savcd Macklin, for 
instance, droppcd hirn o f f  ai ihc hospiial und ran away -- prcsumably Io avoid having io enplain whai ihcy wcre 
doing i n  a gay area o f  Sianley Purlr ai  3 am.  on o Tuuday (Onc o f  ihcmcn came Sonvard ihc ncxt day, police 
r c p r i d . )  
Wmic: *@Scvcml wccks aga, hc weni i n  IO hovc ihc incial p l a l u  i n  his icniple and jaw rcplaccd with ptaslic. 
Infcciion was discovcrul and a pnrt o f  Sievc's iliroai was inkcn to reconslruct the roof of his mouih. A i  Ihis 
riiomcni b u  inorc thon 140 siicichcs on ihc insidc o f  his iiiuuih ... ioial numbcr o f  operations oi i  Slcvcn facc and 
hcad IO more ihan six,.. i i i d ica l  cure fur Sicvc is wcll iiiio ilic Iiundrcûs o f  ihousanû.s of d a l l a  ... cxpcricncing 

Hall. lune. 2, 1995 

1993 i o  199% 

nighiiiiurcs an3 rricnial fuiigue ..." 
AI Buic nnd Davic, "1 w u  walking wcsi wiih a fricnd who happenui l o  bc a police officcr. Ridhi i n  front of ihc 

Iiull, lune. 2, 1995 

hank, u i  ikc buriop, wliicti is  now illcnr. Oui  OC ihc bluc I fcl i  un crcruciaiiriy pain i n  ihc kidricy m a .  A car 
rwoopcd in10 ihc bus Iiine, and iticn rpul awoy. J was J o u b l d  over i n  cxcruciiiing pain. A nibbcr bulkt  bounced 
o f f  me. Oiher pcoplc wcrlking iaward me saw il. A Criend a f  a fricnt4 came up a wctk or two aficrwardr and said 
ihcy t i d  hciud tbcm ycll  'Faggoi' frorii il icir car. II happcnd so quickly ihal WC didn'i evcn know whai kind o f  
cur ii was, 1 weni hoiiic and feli unwell and wcnt i o  erncrgency. I w u  checkch oui ai the hospiial. B y  Sunday 
morning cvcryahing was bruiscd and painful. Two days laicr I filled I n  a rcpoci i o  iho policc (on the Sunday). The 
policc officcr cnnic IO iity house and iiiudz oui a coinplaini. Onc inch more, and i t  would have dtsiroyed the 
kidncy thui hiid ulrcody bccn a p m t d  on, 1 hcard froiii 2 ar 3 oiticr pcoplc who had bccn shot, but I wos lhc only 
onc who spokc oui, N o M y  clsc said anyiliing." 
"1 hcard from 2 or 3 oilier people wlio hpd btcn shoi, but I wos ihc anly one who spokc oui. Nobody clsc said 
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anyihing." 1 
A irunsscrual wonian w u  aiiackul wiih on clccironic siun gun; a suspect was anwiul .  1 lai. Ibm, 12ail, Ic, 

anyihing." 
"1 heard from 2 or 3 oiher people wha had bttn shoi, bu1 I was the only ont who spokc oui. Nobody clse raid lani, lc, le, ,  118 

'The inurdu had n siinilar nioiive I o  fivc robbcrics ihat occunul i n  rtic lui couple o f  years. Drcnnan said. In cach 
case, a nian p i c k d  up  ihe viciim i n  e gay b u  an3 lotcr accoiiipanid hi in IO his apurimcni, whcrc hc w u  beaicn and 
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rubbcrl." 
' I h e  niurdcr hod a siniilar moiivc IO fivc robberia ihai occurrccl in ihc las1 couplc o f  y w .  Drcnnan said. in cech 
CU, a man p i c k d  up ihc viciiin i n  a gay bar and latcr arcoii i l ianid I i im Io  hir apmmcni, whtrc hc was beaicn and 
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r~bbcû." 
'Thc niurûcr hnd a rimilor moiive io five robberits ihat occurrccl i n  the lasi couplc of yem. Drcnnan raid. ln cach 
cwc, a man pickcû up ihc viciim i n  a gay bar and hier  acconiprnieû him IO his apartmcni, whtrc hc was beaicn and 
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Janoff 1995 

'The iiiurdcr had a r i n d i u  nioiivc i o  five robbcrics ikat occurred i n  ihc lasi couplc o f  ycars. Drcnnan said. h cach 
case, a man gickccl up Oic viciirn i n  a gay bar and laicr acconipanid him IO his apaitmcnt, whcn  he was bcaien and - - 

robbtxl." 
'?hc niurcfcr had a siniilar motive IO f iv t  rabbcncs ihnt occurrcû i t i  the lasi couple o f  yearsi. Drennan raid. I n  each 
c m ,  a niun pickcd up ihc viciini i n  n gay bar and latcr uccoinpanicd h im i o  his apmmcnr, whci t  h t  was bcaien and 
robbcd." 
Rve  ytars ago, anoihcr fricnd was walking back front Denman siaiion wilh his ann around a fricnd. Thrcc guys 

w a l k d  p w i  ibcrn. and aiiackcd iny fricnds." 
Janaff: Thc Edgc CiCC aiiack: fivc dnink nicn, ltaving a D i v i e  Si. rcsiaurani locnicd ncxi door i o  a popular gay 
cafd, vcrbally olÏackul a gay mun coniing honic froni a gay bnr at 2:3Q am.  Whcn the gay maii rcspondcd, hc w iu  
slammcd inio i l ic wull bcsidc ihe cafd, which hod a hund rd  patrons inslde. 'Ihe assailanis, including one nian who 
wcighcd about 300 Ibs., enitrcd ihc caft and bcgan atiucking patrons, smnshing barstools over people's hcads, and 
ytl l ing an i i - ~ay  slogans. A n o i  cnsucd, the policc cl& the strcci down to traffic. scvcral in ju r ia  wcrc rcportcd, 
i l m e  wcrc anesicd. A i  l cw i  thrcc gay nicn wcrc i r t ~ i c d  for injuria, including a crackcd ribs, a brokcn wrisi, and 
pcrnioncnl dnmege fo itie vcncbrae. T& ycurs loicr, one o f  ihc original f i v t  mcn rcccivccl a suspendal sentence. 
"While announcing his clicni's guiliy plca, ihc defcncc lawycr conccded ihat "some homophobic commcnis had 
bccn mado i n  ihc hevt o f  ihc tnomeni" bu1 coinplaincd ihol caf4 pairons had inflamcd the siluaiion by yclling rsclsi 
insulis u i  ihe aiiackers, who arc af Indirin origins. He ra id i l ial wliilc he sympaihimd wi lh viclims o f  homophobia, 
bis clicnt hud r iko "fclt itic siing of prcjudicc." 
Aird: 'Thc thugs wcrc grabbing hot coffccs and ihrowing ihcni in pcaple'r faces, shouiing 'fut:king faggols, wc'll 
k i l t  al1 of you ... Peniti ... sa1 on  h im unii l  p l i c c  came." 
H m :  Sicvc Feanis, co.owncr of ihc cafe, was h i i  by a wroughi iron riool ... hcad wound ibai rqu i rcd  1 I siicichcs 
io c l w .  Toni ilridg m... inçklul onc o f  itic aiiuckcrs and wound up wiih c rnckd  ribs ... Davc I'crrill ... irlso subûuerl 
an iiitacktr,.. scvcrcly braken wrisi. Tukhnr: "Hubindcr Johl ... w u  also orderd by Justice Opjral I o  issue a public 
ap l ogy  IO his viciirii Sicve Fcams, ihcn owncr o f  Tlic Edgc Caf t  ... to bc publirhui i n  Angles iiiagadnc ... " 
- -  - 

"Anoihtr honioscaual wus beaicn i n  ihe Wcsi End lare Friday nighi." 
Adam Hindle. 23, and collcge fooiballcr Greg tiatlifax. 2 1, " wcrc found guiliy i n  June of assauli causing bodily 
hwni ... î l ie i r  viciirii, US. i iurist 'niontas Uiill, Iiu a pcrniuncnily disabled arm ris a rcsuli o f  the bcaling and has 
lo r i  his job ... driving uround tbc Wcsi End wi ih fricnds whcn ihcy s p i i d  ihrct men... found guilty of bcaiing only 
Bull." 
20 womcn ral l i td ai ihc courihousc i n  Apri l  1996 for a vigil. "Sieve Myskew weni on triol for physically 
asseulting tttrce wonien ouisidc of thc b i u s  lui August ... chargui wiih f i v t  counls o f  assauli, Ilircw a woman 10 
ihc ground ouisidc the lr>tus, d tc r  calling hcr a fucking dykt. l l v c  women f o l l owd  him i o  try to siop him from 
gciiing away,,. Two i i w e  womcn wcrc sinick bcfart Ihc p l i c c  a d v u l ,  niore than ha l l  an hour laicr ... il ic dtfcnst 
lawycr cal lu l  Ihc grouji of womcn who followul ihc accuscd an 'nniagonizing niob,' p r o p i n g  ihat i h t  bashcr had 
stnick out i n  self-dcfensc." 
Pcicr Wcir "iumcd IO welk away aguin, ilrc guy blind-sidcd h im wiih a hurd punch, brcaking his nosc and splnshing 
trlûcK1 on his cloihing and the pavcmcni ..." (in u public wiuhrooiii) 
Piibla Joncs, one o f  ilic Wgc  Caft  viciiins, cxpericncul furlhcr v ic i imiui ion Iroi i i  ilre police riftcr corriplaining ta a 
viciini services workcr aboui al1 the dclays i n  thc trial. Apparcnily i n  ihc bclicf ihai hc was gciing IO commit 
suicidc, a d o u n  p l i c c  afficcrs m ï v c d  ai his apanmcni building wiit i  an anibulancc. Joncs sriid ihai a policemen 
cntcrcd his apmrncnt swcaring ai Iiirii, slaniming his back inio his rablc, and handcuffing him so iighily ihai hc had 
blue i i i w k s  on his wdsis for a wcck, bcforc raking hint ro a pbyckiatrisi's oflicc, whcrc hc w u  Icf i  unallcndut and 
eveniuolly walkcd honic. 
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Kuznik 1995 1 A hcicroxxual couple wcrc iniriukcn for "fuggots" by 3 youny mcn on Denrnaii Si. n i e  man was assaulid, policc 1 Iam. laf. 3bm. Ic. 

Mid- 1990s-b 

1996- 1997 

May 1996 

Summcr 1996 

Junc 1997 

Junc 17, 1997 

Inicwicw wiih J, Apnl 
mcstcd ihc trio, who pleadcd guiliy la an unknown charge. 
''My rwmiiiaic was bruially aiiiickui on Davic Si. tic wns pullui from a doarway of a rcsiaurani. Bui h t  didn'i 
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Ycung, July 24, 1097 

Kirkby, Junc 26,1997 

Inicrvicw wiih G, Muy 
Il, 1999 

report i I ." 
"... lesbiun daughicr ... An oldcr imnagcr livcs hcrc also and shc Jcfends hcr lcsbian sisicr ai evcry ium,.. shc 
rcccnily confronid anolhcr iccn for bashing her sisicr ..." 
'Two gay mcn wcrc brutally bahcd ai ilic inicrstciion of Sniyihe and Richards sirctls ai approximalcly 2:15 am 
Sunday, May 5. 'Ihc couplc w u  walking along Richards allcgcrlly holding hnnds whcn ... Ai Icasi four men 
j u n i p i  oui of ihc vchiclc and assaulicd ihciii. One nian rcceivcd a concussion, whilc ihc oihcr susiaincd crackd 
ribs and a brokcn a m ,  According io iwo fcriirib cycwiincsscs, ihe oiicnding officcn di4 no1 iake siaicmcnis. m i s  
niuy bc the sanie incidcni as the following from Long 1996) "My son callut from Vancouvcr to say ihai he and his 
panncr hnd been assaulld on a sircei in Voncouvcr by gay-bashen." 
A gay man was punchcd and kickcd on Dcnnian SI. by a mon who kncw him and who said, "Jtsus iold me to kil l - .  

)ou." n i e  policc did not acknowlcdgc ii as a gay-rclatul crime. 
Ouiside ihe Brcad Garden on Dcnmun Si. on Pridc Day, Jrag quen Sisicr C (lohnson), who dresses in a nun's - - -  
tiehit, coinplninul hc w u  assaulicû. A bunch of gay riicn sunoundcJ ihc accusd for 20 minuies bcfort ihc police 
amvcd. Kiiclicn J d isn i isd the cliurges, saying "... ilrcrc's olso a misundtrrianding prhaps on Mr. Johnson's pan 
us i u  whüi Mr. Jolicocur inicndcd wiih Ibis hoiiioplrobic coniiiwnis... Mr. Jolicocur was simply speaking in 
fmsiruiion ...il's clcar ihui Mr. Johnson. in wtaring q nun's robe. upsci Mr. Jolicocur ... 60 wiihoui any inteniion of 
doing thui ... Mr. Jolinron upsct Mt. Jolicocrir uiid, I woulJ gucss probably upsci a loi o f  olhcr people.,. 1 would 
tiave ia Say iliai Mr. Juhnsori w u  pcrtwps inscnsiiivc of thc scxual proclivitics of oihcrs and pcrhaps Mr, Jolicocur 
w u  hypcrscnsitivt aboui rliai." 
Ccrnciig: Duncan Wilson, 29, and fricnds walking in ihe'wesi cnd, atlackers "jumpui oui o f  a car, hi i  Duncan in 
tlic fucc wiih sonicihing hard likc a iirc iran or bascball, and as ihcy Icfi they yclld, 'Homo. honio, homo,"' 
tccalluî Richtud üopsan ... Wihon ... iold local rcponcrs ihai a cnr came s@ing around a corner ai about 290 
am. lasi Sunday, nürrowly missing Mr. Wilson and iwo fricnds as ihcy wcrc walking homc. Mr, Dopson said ha 
hi1 the car wiih his hand io  w;un ihc driver ihai hc ncarly hii ihcm.., ihrce or four teenagers n~shed out of ih t  car 
and ihrcw diri i n  ihe face of Mr. Wilsons' lricnhs whilc anoihcr sinick Mr. Wilson in  ihc faw..," 
McFiill:"Dopron nsscns ihai, elihough 'thcy siiiritci yclling ni us ' i l ty fags,' I don7 ihink ihey iargeid us because 
wc are gay malcri."' 
Scliucffcr 1996: Consi. Anne Drcnnan: "'lhis incident w u  prccipiiaid by a imffic dispuic,'shc said, adding lhai 
ihe youihs niatic anii-gay coiiinicnrs a l  the end. 'II docs nui nppear ia have k e n  prcrnuliiaicd ... nai a case of Ihc 
cw trolling, lmking fur gays ta iiiiack 
Wlud: "llrcnniin said ikc policc arc no1 mininiizing ihc incidcni in any wsy... 'But II docs no1 oppcar rikhi now ihat - .  
ihis was prccipiietd by th;: lacl thai ciibtr Mr. ~ i Ï s o n  or his friends iÜc gay." 
".,.a man was chargd wiih assauli, following an incidcni whcrc gays wcrc bcing assaulicd by an assailani wiih a 
h h  club. Thc following polict invcsiigaiian yiddcd anoihcr F ~ c T & ~ "  

Duvid McMullcn says hc wiiiicsrcd u "Ciolcnt cncounicr" wticrc a police officcr ihrcw a gay man inio a wall, 
hiindcuffcd hini, and ihcn hii his hcad froni rhc back wiih an o p  &si ..., Ai  Icosi cighi athcr police oficcrs soon 
arrivai ai thc sccnc.., McMullcn was fnistmtcd in his oiicnipis IO gci the brutge numbcr of the officcr allcged Io 
Iirivc sinick ihc gay inan.. . IWO a l  ihc ihrct gay nicn rpcni iItc nighi in jail but wcrc na! chargui wiih anyihing ... 
lhnicl  Hucks and loc Scott have rciaintd a lawycr.,. Insp. 1 7 4  i'liddlcconib ... 
"Soi~icboûy b a i  nic up et a work p-icty ... Thcre w u  a dnink luiino. Llc wiisn'i invi id, bu1 hc w u  hsnging around. 
Ihcrc wris u loi o f b a . .  . I l l i s  auy wrii~~cd io tukt o whule troiilo af win und I wouldn'i I c i  hini. I lc  ca l ld  mc 
rrurrlcuti. and splii rny lip." 
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"Pcicy gels bashd' 

Ycung, Mar. 4, 1999 

Kcaiing 1998. Ycung, 
Ap. 2,1998 

Two mcn wülking down Denniari Si.: "...a f i s i  suddenly uppcirrcd in my îrrcc.,.. two cxtrcmcly incbriatcd, poorly 
drcsscd, diny nicn... one... clriimcd thoi hc 'fcli like killing a fnfi."' 
Police cornplrini aboui u gay man bashd in froni of ihc Orphcum nieaire ai ihe bcginning c d  an lndian music 
conccrc. Wlicn 1h2 p l icc canw, ilicy cuffcû the vicfini bccuusc thcy ihaugtit hc had donc il, in& look him homo in 
a puddy-wagon. "Wlicn ihc Cliicf gels A Icitcr, depcnding on tlic scvcriiy of iho offcrice, ihc offiiiccr could gct 
unyiliing from r verbal rcpriiiiund 10 a criminal ckurgc." (Whtn I uked N aficrwards aboui iollow-up, he said lhc 
conrplainr to ihc Ckicf w & J  bc ignorecl and ihe urresiing aîficcrs wwld get. a[ mosr. a slap an ihc &A.) 
Jiwa: "Vancouvcr police bclitvc ihcy have idcniificd nt lcasi ihrtt of fivc skinhtuJli who smushui a becr boiilc on 
ihc htaJ of rr nian beforc viciously kicking hirn lasi wcck. Among ihc trio ioggcû by policc is a young man who 
openly adinits to k i n g  a nco-Nazi .... aficr an anonynious callcr 1013 policc hc had ovcrhcard ihem talking about 
yoing out io bash gays,.. p l icc rcccivcd a frantic cal1 fur hclp" in Stanley Puk ... askd, 'Arc you guys fags?' 'Tho 
guy raid 'No ..." 
Ycung: "...Nov. 8.,. u group of cigtit whiic males wcrc apoiiui on ihc corner of Bidwcll and Davic Stwis .  7hc 
nicn wcrc wcaring nylong boniber jückris wiih ihe Cirnodian flag on onc slctvc and whiic pwcr  symbols ... a 
niugfiing w u  rcportcd ai... Siunley Rr li... 
"... a group niaiching ihc sanie dacripiion assaulid o nian aulsidc thc Duifcriri Hotcl ..." 
Ont assuuli on a Icsbian occurrcd ouiside of ihe Vuncouvcr arca. 

"ln 1998, a frisnd of rninc lefi ihc Wysscy. Two siraight couples niiackd him. Ilc was ioo enibarmsscrl 10 rcpon 
il." a 

"Pcicr Gibbs ... was assaulid ... his assaileni rcpcaicdly callcd kim "faggoi' '... 00th Gibbs and pokc  have agrced - - 
thai arrcsiing and charging the nllcgcû assail&i would be fruiilus." 
"Allan Priredis,.. phonui llrc Bash Unc. n i e  prc-rccordd niusage bccame a bitter denoucrncni .,, 'if this is  an 
cmergcncy, pho& iIic policd ... suffcrcd numcrous injuries from a scufflc wiih iwo Vancouvcr police officcrs.., 
aficr criminal charges againsi him froni ihai incidcni werc staycrl laie lasi ycar... bciween 1 I p.m. and midnighi, 
wlrcn Perodis Icfi ihc Hoyul Hotcl bar afier ihrct becrs ovcr threc houra wilh fricnds. Two police officcn wcrc 
iickciing cars... Consiablc Cam Lawson .... a man. who Lmwson says appeard inloxicaid, epproachcd hlm fmm 
bchind scrcaming obsccniiics. Lmwson suys I ic wamcd ilic man off iwicc. Whcn the man ririck his fingcr in 
hwson's firrc, hc ilicn  lucu cul I r i rn  undcr rincsi for causing a rlisiurbrnçc. ln ih t  cnsuing rciifflc, w1icre the iickei 
book w u  LsocLed oui of lmwson's hünd ru hc iricrl to handcuff liis suspect, ihc man was knockeû IO ihc ground ... 
cliarpd wiih csusing s Jisiurbancc und rcsisiing an m e r i  ... luwson h i -oui  denies Paradis' allcguiion he collul 
hini a 'wiscguy faggoi' 
ui uny p i n i  in ilic corifroniuiion ..." Peradis süys Iic iold p l icc "ihcy could bc doing sorneiliing more produciive 
on a Fridüy ilic 13th wiih s full moon,.. only siurlcd cursing ai ihc olficcr aficr hc was struck and pinnul io ihc 
ground ... lawson wriics Paridis iriul ro punch hiin wiih hi5 righi hand. But Piuadis is Mt-liand d... Dr. Richard 
Taylor süys Pmdis' injurics wcrc cnccssivc in coiiprison ihc incidcni which siartcd il,.. Ibsradis' cornplaini 
againsi ihc police was concluJul aficr an intcrnal inve~i ig~~ion, which found Lawson was nrii al feult. nit office 
of ihc Policc Coiiiplainis Comniissioncr would no1 coiriincnt on ihc crise, ssying il i s  siill undcr rcvicw by iht 
provinciai nppeal boûy." 
Kcüiing; "Wulier Mullcr ... and a nialc fricnd wcre nitacked by u group of ihugs ... Mullcr, 55 was kickcd in ihc 
lied, and ai leusi fivc ihugs brutally aiiackd his 32-ycar-old friend ... 'Are yuu two guys frigs?' ... The suspccls arc 
describcd as Indo-Canadian..," Ycung: Mullcr ... says ihc policc arc g d  ni curiving aficr the faci,.." (8urrard & 
Ijavic) 
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lnicrvicw wiih 22. April 
13, 1999, Iniuview 
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"Boy chorgetl wiih 
assault," Ycung, May 13, 
1999 

I lnlriics 1998, Ycuiib, 
Nov. 12, 1998 

Iniervicw wiih N, Moy 
20,1999; Yeung, k. 
10,1998; Ycung, May 
13,1999 

Kirkby 1998 

Inicrvicw wiih NN. May 
11,1999 

"Vunçouvcr policc itrrested a group of sin skinheads on tlic wcekcnd ... hud rcnicd a liiiiousinc and wcre cruising 
ikrougk tlic Wcsi Iind... luoking for gays to utlock... thcy apoiiul a black male and goi oui of i11e car... appaicntly 
ihrcaicning ibc man whcn hc pullul oui a 12-inch knifc. Thrce of ihc assailanis ihcn jumpcd back in10 the 
liiiiousinc and threc ran away ... managd io catch al1 six, four of whom wue juvenilcs. Two wu t  rcleastd and 
four wcrt charpcrl wiih offences. Tlic knifc wiclding nian was also chorgcd wiih possession of a dangcrous 
wcapn and uiicring ihrcais." 
4 mcn wolking home on Davie Si.: '7hcrc wcrc 2 guys wulking iowards us and as ihey passcd us, one of ihem 
ramnicd his shouldcr into one of the pcoplc ihai was wiih us. He siaried calling us 'fucking faggois.' Thcn.,, ihcy 
wcre right bchind us and bcating on my fnend Ken Pope ri... The aiiacker managed io gel a fcw punches to Kcn's 
face and ihen was subrlucd and hcld for ihc police's amval" (22) , Howcvcr, "ihc suspect had an alias. Whcn he 
wns arresld, he prinid and recordul his rcal nanic and his alias, and was fingcrprinicd. Thcn hc was rclcascd, 
Thcn hc failcû IO rppcw. WC can'i ctiargc hirn wiih obsiruciing jusiicc. if we had a gay-bashing law, and had seen 
ihai hceJ rcccntly gay-bashcû someonc, wc'd ihcn bc able IO kccp him in" (N). A securiiy guard held ihc man uniil 
police arrivcû, and goi b l d  poisoning ... (N) ... says il is unlikcly ihai, i f  convicied, mahoncy will bc found IO have 
curnniiiid a hait crime ... Saiiic wiincsscs did no1 bclicve ii w u  haie-niotivaicû, says" (N). Scan Mahaneyl Sean 
Evans, fuilai 10 icppcar... Viciiin Ken Poqur~ hw b u n  givcn the runaround from ihe jusiict sysiem, wiih many 
burcaucraiic b d c r s  IO receiving information. Crown Counscl Jeun Cannor soid, "People wiih cighi-page records 
arc k i n g  rc lcud  froni ihis localion cvery day." 
"A Princc Gcargc goy youih, Jushua Pollnrd ... drops a hunian righis camplaini againsi Christian fundamenralists 
Ed I h w l o  und Bob %ylonc ... hc i s  i i r d  of fighiing agoinsi iclcphone deaih thrcats ..." 
"Boy": "A 13-ycar.old boy has bccn chargcû in relation ia u ihrcarening incident in ihe West End Oct. 20 ... ihrec 

niulcs wcrt allcgcd;o have ban tfircatcning Iwo nien... one susk t  brandished a pellet gun which look4 
reiil ... onc s u s p i  suid, "1 lhink wt should fuck nll laggois" ... chargui wilh asssuli wilh a wcapon and possession 
of a dcndly wtapn dangcrous io public peacc ..." 
Ycung: lhug  1:rcentun und Uruce JloCf~iiun (viciints) "...il,c only wny ihcy could kccp up 10 diac on ihe ncws w u  
~ o i n g  ILI ihc courlt~ousc and ruking ihcniselv es..." 
Miçhucl Iiugeru und Ivimiicr SUIII MudruIl's Srwth Suncy huusc wus iurgciiul ai llullowcen ... "llic followinp 
ni& ihis iiinc oruund 9 p.rit .... a rock ihe s i u  of u fis1 soilcû ilirough a window jus1 bchind him." "... nearly 
ririking a Csiiiulc cusi inciiikr. .. 71ircc düys luicr niigcrii und ii c u l  iiiciiibcr CounJ ilic Iciicrs 'KKK' rcroichul in10 
ilrc nniiii of ihcir cm...." 
Ikc. II); (SICVC Ghn) ... Gian und u fricnJ wcrc walking hoiiic fronl ihc ûûyrrey nighclub ai approximately 1230 

o.iii. Giun wÿs lui secn by his Çritnd wulking alon8 Ilavic SI,, w a i  from Durrard. Thcn ai 4:40 irm a cab drivcr 
spotied Gian siaggcring around on Burnaby St. Gian w u  pickul up by paramcdics, who didn'i cal1 police uniil 
thcy anivul ai the haspiial, whcrc thcy found Gian had iiuffcrcû muliiplc blowi IO the head wiih a blunl objtci.,, 
scvcn points fu inipsci an Gianes Iicad and fucc, resuliing in sofi tissuc daniagc and possible skull fracture ... 
nicrnory lors ... Gian siill had all his nioney whcn pararnulics found him ... rclccucd from Si. Paul's hospilal aficr 
ihret Jays ... a wczk aftcr ihc assauli, his right cyc w i  swollcn rhut and ihc Icfi sidc of his facc and forchwd wcrc 
l i i icrd with stiichcs ... $3,W wonh of fuiurc dciiial bills ..." 
May 13: "l?icnds of Sievo Gian.,. rcpon the Bastilinc did no1 rciurn voice mail niessaga for more ihan a "weck. 
PJ:"~hcn wc cul1 back wc ncvcr lc&c niessages unlcss soiiicanc says il's pcriccily finc." 
'Two men Jrinking coffw on a Pavie Sirtel pulio wcrc assaultcd by a maskccl gunrnan .... one shol from a slarîcr 
pis101 ... spraycd w6h pppcr. Thc niusked niin ycllcû. 'You hcking faggots'..: 
Guy couplc's Souih Vuncouvcr hoiiic invaded in ih t  niiddle of ihc nighi, couple aiiocked. 
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"Gay-bashing iaciic,"; 
Vcrhacghc, July 28, 
1993; Wiccck, July 17, 
1993; Wiccck, July 28, 
1993 

Ivcns: "Fivt young nicn on trial ..." Two broihcrs wolking pas[ a piuty in Byuimali on llallowcen, had a Roman 
Cundlc dirccicd iowards hem, ilicn a man asked Jese Consiiblc, "if he was a fag ... a group of p p l e  jointd in  ihe 
bcuting. 7hey wcre kickcd and punchd as iticy layon ihc ground" knocking Jcsse unconscious, and coniinucd 
kicking hini ... Consiiblc lay in n coina for uboui scvcn wccks, s p i  anoihcr thrce manihs in hospiial and siill has 
irouble wiih small insks," (Robcrl) Mehan, Joscph alais, Michacl Hawkes and Jason Woods cliiugcd wiih 
niicnipid niurdcr. n icy and Iivan Spnng also facc iwo counis cach of aggravaid assault. 
Waiad: "Jessc did survivc ... hui is a changcd nian... bas dilficuliy wiih soinc minor iasks such rn buiicnng brcad, 
and hus los! nwch strciigih. I lc  was on lire suppon in  a cornu for wceks ..." His broihcr "Sainucl@s nose was broken 
in  sevcriil places, hir chcckbonc fracturd and-a ncrve dirmegd so thai hc can'i fcclhis tccih on one sidc." 
CP; Glcn Murray, ciiy councillor, "was walking ncar ihc Icgislaiivc building carly onc moming this spring whcn h t  
was comcrcû by a lanc nian who ihrcutcnd io kil l hiin ... Wic atiackcr riaricd ihrowing punchs,,," 
Roberts: "Police rcfuscd IO aiiend whcn Mr. Murray was nssauliul by a lonc assailani and ihcn claimcd Io have 
lori any rccard of his coniplsini. II w u  only laicr, whcn tic iold police hc was a ciiy councillor, ihat hc go1 any 
action from ihc depariment." 
"A Winnipeg niun w u  heuicn und cliukcd uiicanscious yrstcrday ncar ilie Assiniboine Rivcr ... Policc suy ihrcc 
young nialcs on bicycles cliascd and ihcn hciri ilic 39.ycur-old inun.,. and siolt his wallct and kays..," 
h l  bngpr t  plccrdd guiliy i o  aiicrnpid murdcr and wos rcnicnccû to ci8ht ycats. The victim was the "fcmalc 
lovcr of iIie accuscû's 2 1 -ycorold inamcd sicp-daugliicr. Thc sicp-daugtiicr's foniily was 'vchcmcnily o p p d  IO 

ihc lubiun rcloiianship and rht iwo woiiicii wcrc farccd IO flcc to Winnipeg from Sudbury, V ic  family found hcr 
nnd ihc iiccurerl and at lciut ihc iwo orhcr niale mcmbcrs of  ihc pmy.., draggocl h u  out of ihc furniiun and inro a 
wniiing vchicie. Shc w u  lhcn dmggul inio a rcsidcncc and on ihc back porch of ihai rcsidcncc, ihc accuscd 
ihreaicncd hcr again ni  knifc point io cnd ihc rclaiionship or hc would ki l l  hcr. Whcn ihc coniplainani indicaicd 
ihnt rhc was nai going 10 end ihc rclaiionship, ihc accuscd stubbul hcr whilc shc was k i n g  ht l i l  by pcrsons whom 
sht was unoblc IO idcniiïy. Shc was rcpcaicûly stsbbul in the arca of hcr hem. tlcr fingcrs on onc hand wtrc 
sliccd off MJ hcr mi pcnctraicd" (MucDuugoll) 
".,.langprc iriul siabbing lier in  the hciui fuur iimcs whilc shc was bcing htld, but rnhaculously the woman livcd. 
Shc rulfçrcd a four-ccniimcirt-dccp wound undcr hcr hcen, a six-ccnirc-dccp wound above ~ h c  hem, and an eighi- 
ccniinwrc-dtcp wound bclow itic hcan." (Rolliuon) 
"11 w u  Sliukespcare~s classic talc of star-crosscd lovcrs. bui ihanks IO a modern-day iwisl il would have IO bc 
rcr i i ld Julici an3 Jutiti.... fhc füniily of one woinaci ubducicd htr lovcr off ihc r i r a i  in  broad d~ylighr ... Richard 
Mclran and lhuglus Suunders, broihcri-in-law III Hizmiii's lover Miulcnc Towegishig, plcadtd guiliy to forciblc 
confineinccii. and Towtgisbip's sicp-fuilier, lkl; langpre, plcodul guiliy IO ritteniplcd niurdcr ... Shc was draggcd 
ni Lnif t-pini  inio the buck scut of a car, punchcd in ilic hcad.,. (Collciic) Hiwi i i ' s  record conrains conviciions for 
ussauliing a pcucc officcr, robbcry und prusiiluiion and ilic faniily fclt ihc rclaiionship was 'unl~caliliy,' (dcfcnse 
luwycr Grcg Ilrdsky) suid." (1)ingwull) 
"Guy.bashing iaciic": "... a JO-ycar-ald inun was l u r d  IO un aparlnicni from ihc iuta around the Lgislaiure ... the 
niun w u  ôcütcn, sexuolly assaulrcd, itirc~icncd wiiti dcaili, ticd up clnd put in10 a closci.. afier tic mcl up wiih a 
youih by the Izgirluiurc ... Polirc have clinrgcd a 17-ycur-oW iiiule wiiti scvcral crimes. Thcy'rc still lookiiig for 
Iris 19-ycur-rhl Iroilwr. Nliccrs trcircû wcqw>ns ui ilic upariiiicni - -  iiicluding ri suwd-ofliine wiih a chuin Iabelul 
"GLID," whiçh p l i c c  sirid mcuns "gay brain buhcr." 
Vcrtiacglic: Jorvis Iirucc, 19, wns nrrcslcd ... u woniiin cluims bhc couldn'i gcl cily or mral cops Io iakc hcr dp aficr 
cops l i s i d  Uwct in  a riicdin top-IO waritcû lisi lui wcckcnd ... callcd Giiiili HCMP who couldli't hclp bccausc ihty 
uuy ihc uddrcss wusi17 coinpleic. Slic cdlcJ cily cops collcci, bui ilicy wouldii'i ucccpi ihe charges. '(Tlic 
olxruiur) huiig up beforc 1 could suy I bave inli)niia~ion on thc yuy yau wuiii t l i t  inos1 IO bc in  ilrc pcn.' Shc ind 
caniüciing n i rd  Ctiincsioppcrs and wos iold ihcy couldn'l iakt ihc i ip bcccrusc she guvc hcr naine..."' 
Wiccck. July 17: "A smull anenal of wcupons wus scizcd fram the iiprirtmcni where the attack iiccurrcd. includinn 
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'Two rwn wcrc rcccnily churgd wiih gay-basliing in ihc ciiy. One nian was fincd $90 und placul on a ycrrr's 
probation. The oiher iiian i s  awaiting scnicncing. The young iiicn said ihcy wcrc iiffronicd by tlic actions of two 
Bay men in P bar who ihcy fcli wcrc ninihg wilh ihcni." 
Univtrsily of Ncw D~nswick gay studcnt Rubbic Pcierson wirs atiuckul in Frulcricron "by one man on Rcgeni 
Sircti rhonly aîicr 2;00 a.iii. Hobbic suspccis ihc pcrpciraior fullowul hini from the O-Spot ... pushcd down and 
k i c k 4  iii ttic fucc sccrül tinrcr ... ailackcr ilcd scrcaniing hunloptrobic rcmarks ... plastic surgeon r cwd  his eye lid 
back iogcihtr, and siiichcû uihcr arcas of his face ... Consiublc Duvc Cooper assigned Io his casc. Howcvcr Consl. 
Cooper is off for four days and will bc rctuniing lhunday whcn hc will bcgin his invcsiigntion ... (Ocmonsiraiion 
wcunul.) 
EEE, July 7, 1999: "1 Icfi Ihc bar rit niidnighi. 1 hurl ihrct drinks ai Lynn's and iwo mort ai the bar. WC wcrc five 

niinuia from Lynn's housc, whtre wc wcrc siayiiig. Ai  ihat iinic we'd ban staying out of iown, 1 Icfi the bar 
around 12:15 p.m. 1 i u m d  io go up this allcy. I noiicd ihcre wcrc 2 or 3 p l i cc  cars, and some kind of 
coiiinioiion. 1 iumcd Io s u  if ihcrc was on accidcnl. A p l icc woman grabbul me by ihc collar and said, "Whai's 
ihc niuiier, fus#oi, ~ o i  nowhcrc IO go'l" She and hcr parîiicr purhul rnc inio the bock of ihc cruiser and drove me IO 

ihc lock-up and during the drive werc verbally abusing nie; "WC gai a place for you fiigs. Wcell givt you a place 
IO siay, you fucking fuggai." 1 was put inio a ccll wiih 4 drunks. Thcy wwldn'i Icr me cal1 a lawycr and ihcy 
didn't say 1 was undcr mcst. 1 Icarncd Iaicr I'd been in the wrong plicc ai the wrong Lime. Sonie grcaay guy had 
betn barrd from ihc goy bar becnuse hc'd causd fighis. Appucnily hc'd comc back and w u  causing trouble, 
Thc bancndcr callut the plicc. Whcn ihc Tirsi cops cunic by, thcy saw him in the allcy, callcd Ior backup, ihcn 1 
tiuppcneJ IO bc un niy way up ihwe saiitc sitps. I n.in.: 1 was iri rhock, 1 gcnily knockd on ihc cc11 ban, askcd Io 
idk IO ~~nicoi ic, and cvcniunlly went tu slup. Ai 6 or 6:30, ihcy bon84 on ihe ccll and go1 evcryonc io gel up. I 
happe4 IO bc iht lasi un0 in ilrc linc to pick up niy money and my wallct. Thcy askd mc ta sign ihis papcr. 1 
snjd, "Bcfur~ 1 sign ihis, coulJ 1 plcacc have the narnc of i t~c woriien who broughi mc in. (1 hadii't iakcn down hcr 
nunibcr.) ?lit burly prison guard who w u  bchind mc grabbd my Icfi arm and wrenched il up bchind my back. 
l lc  contes around and wliilc still holding iny ann, knccs ntc and lhcn punches me in ihc stomacli. ïïicre wcre 4 
incn and a woirian in ihc roam. Ai  ihc sanic lin~c. ihc wonian picks up a book and siicks il in front of hcr facc (w 
shc can clairn ihai sht hasn't sen anyihing). l'ni bcni ovcr in pain and mcanwhile hc's coniinuing io wrench my 
mi end kicking nie and pushing nia up againsi the wall. tic pushcd rnc back to niy cell, and said, "Youvll sign, 
you fucking iagpi" and ihcn ihrcw mc back inio ihc samc cell,. Thcn he jumped on me and w u  knceling on mc 
and coniinuul IO wrcnch iny unii cvcn iiiorc forccfully whcn 1 srid, "l'IL signl" tic pullul iiic up, using thai rame 
uriii, puslicd mc bock down tlrc hullway in Croni of nit. I l icy gave nie my ihings, 1 signe4 and tlrcn hc ihrcw me 
out. 1 wus 5'10-1/2, 175 Ibs, hc wus about 5'10,230 lbs. 1 çamc in10 Lynn's upartincnl aboul6;30 or 7 am. 
sobbing and in shock. Ikcy drovc rric IO ihc hospitrrl, tbcy did an examinaiion and dcrcmind ihar ihcrc was 
bniisin~, but no visible marks. 1 w u  only in ihc hospiiul Cor 20 or 25 ininuies." 
Siuiciiicni front BEE, h l y  19, 1993: "1t is important IO noic ihat: 10 1 w u  not siaggedng or acting in any irnpropcr 
ninnncr. 2) 1 did noi stnigglc or Tighi wiih ihc police consiables. 3) 1 d di noihing IO provokt ihciii and in facr Jid 
noi spak k a u s e  1 was ioially ovtnvhelnid by thc situalion. (2) 

",.. He grebbul rny riglit wrisi and iwisied my ami painlully upwarcl bchind my back, tic then came around Io 
my lcft ride, still holding njy ami bchind my back, and knccd nie in ihc stomsch. mis was folJ~)wcd by a punch, a 
bit lowcr from the s p i  whcrc he hnd hii iiw wiilr his knec. l lc  ihcn grubbcct mc by the ncck, pullcd me backwards 
whilc hold nic by ihc twistccl am,, and yanktd nit iowarcls the ccll. Hc ihcn forced nie around and showul me 
through ihc cc11 Jwr, facc down, anra a nwiircss on ilw floor. 

During tliis usault, hc shoutul such phrasa as: 
'Moybc anorhcr doy in iliis ccll will nidic you ihink oboui signing, yuu fucking faggoi?' 
'Jluw du you fccl uboui signing now, quccr?' 
I h c  fcrocily uf his aiiack and ihc luck of any initrfcrcncc by Ibis CO-workcrs made mc fccl rhii my lifc was 
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wiih n pcriiiüncni Iicoriny loss i n  his r igi i i  ciir ihui cunnui bc corrcçicrl by a hcriring nid, und parual loss of his scnse 
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o f  snicll. 
"1 was nnnwcallcd and s p i  al  and shovcd nround whilc lcaving a gay bar i n  Kingsion wiih a griiup of siudcnts." 

An  ariiclc appcorul i n  ihe Pcierborough Exaniincr ( unsp i f i cd  Joie) aboui "an incident i n  whicti ihrec mcn cnicrcd 
a Pcicrbrough bor, upon invitation by an cniploycc, who thcn stooû on a chair and poinicd oui dl the gay mcn CO 

ihc siinckcrs. Thc cmployu: ihcn left and ihc gay nien wcrc sssaultcd." 
"A 13-ycar-old from S m i o  iries for 40 hours îo gci ihrough to  a provinct.widc phono line for gby and biscxual 
youihs. t i c  a i i c n p û  suicidc aficr his fmiiily discovcrcû tic is gay and kids a i  school chas4 hin i  wi ih a B B  gun 
wh i l t  yclling "faggoi." 
Thc accusd also assaultcd a honioscxual inmaic whilc i n  dcicniion. The application for an ordcr IO irnnsfcr 10 
ordinory coun w u  refusal. 
"A Windsor tavcrn hos bccn ordcrcd I o  pay a fornicr uuio workcr $548,000 for injuries hc suffcrcd i n  a bar 
brawl.,.one o f  r group of foirr men' wos hcard I o  shoui, "Arc you calling ma a qutci"..,. Aficr cht rcniark, one o f  
ihc four irid IO h i i  Janrcs Murphy and a second onc punchd  Mr. Murpliy's fricnd, Temncc Cairns, A l l  the men 
wcrc tlicn ihrown out... Mt. Murphy, 45, suffcrcû a fraciurcû skull and scvcral brokcn facial bones. Thc injuries 
lcft h in i  wiih vcdgo and unablc to rclum Io  work. "JI was cmincnlly foresecable ihai whcn Murphy and Cairns . - 
wcrc cjccicd froniilic rpvcrn ihat ihcy would bc aiiacked by one or ko r c  o f  ihc group or four.,." 
A siraighi nian walking honie i n  Pcitrôorough wewing a niotorcyb juckci was ycllcd al, "You wiih ihc Iciiihcr coai 
on. you fagfioil" und w u  bruially aiiackcd. 
"... a i  Millbrool; Pcniicniiary, he was aiinckccl boih bccausc o f  his crime and bccausc ncws accoiints made ii clcar 
hc WU gay." 
"A rnan nicknanid Mcuiticad has bcen scnicncul i o  sia nionihs i n  jui l  for shooiing out a lire of Ibis wife's car ... and 
ihrcaicning IO k i l l  hcr cousin. Brian Boiicrill, 36. pleadcd guiliy c ~ i h r e ~ i e n i n ~  dckh, issauli ... drinking and 
smoking a d j u u n a  whcn iwoof  his wifc's fricnds a s k d  hini IO be bcsi man ai ihcir lcsbian wcdding.,. I l i f  wifc 
wmu ru&inp io ihc car witli iheir ihrcc-nlonih-olJ son whcn hc firesl ihc gun ..." 
Patrick Fortin, 18, "Aftcr beating a man for no beiicr rcoson ihrin he looktd l ike a homascxual, Fbrtin askcû to say 
rorry.., to cvcryonc hc offcndcd wli i lc ~ssocisicd wiih ihc whiic-suprcmacisl Jlcriiagt Froni ... Srxually a b u d  a - a  
child ..." (callcû ihc ncwspupcr) 
Suniconc c u l l d  Spcnccr's m d i o  froiii a i h n c  h i h  50 iiicicrs froiii his siudio, and unleashcû ir siring o f  dcaih 
thwats, ~ h u n l y  nlicr ihc oubpokcn gay ahirt opcncd a bliow i n  Pcicrborougli. 

- 

",.. Shawn coma oui IO ihc prison population i n  1995 whilr: hc w u  in yct anolhcr insiiiution, and oncc again, found 
h i i i i x l f  ihc iargci o f  violcni airacks." 
litnoIl: "A Mo~lchurs i  inttioic indicaieû hc w u  ioo parply;rccl with f e u  10 fight o f f  his aiiackcr whcn hc was rapd 
by;noibcr pri;oncr ai ihc jai l  lori  yc or... Hc claimed ~ u - a r d o  ~olumcnarcr, 'L~, h i d  ippcuuî i n  hli cal1 un inv i l d  
aficr curkw in the curly morning Iwurs,.. he nskul i f  1 w w  gay, or somcihing l ikc ihat, and I said, 'No.' Momcnis 
laicr, hc aJdul, Colcincnorcs cliriiôcd into the bal and got in10 ihc covcrs behind h im belore raping him ... Defcncc 
luwycr BNCC OI~ISICJ said il w u  hiud IO bclitvc ii sireci-wise pcrson l ikc ihc complainani, who has four 
convictions for sssauli, wobldn'i proksi or fight i f  he was k i n g  aiiackcd ogainsi his will. Ho rlro ruggcrtcd thc 
inmaie ... hnd inv i iu i  Colincnorcs in io ihc ccl l  for consensual rcx. Thc complainani ... disputcd Olrnslcd's 
s u g ~ ~ i i u i i  thoi ailier i n w i c s  hnd bccn i iuniing hitn ohoui bcing 'biscauul' und a 'drag quccn.' 'Bvcn if l w u  gay 
ur  hircruul, il dtuan'l iilcun 1 Jcscrvc to bc r~(u4'  lm &IUIUJ." 
Mupldiurrl: "1IJuurdo Curli>s Culiiicnurcs wi l l  ccrvc u sin-ycur rcnicnct for rcaurily ascauliing d young inmaic 
and ilicii bc deponcd i o  his native couniry ... "1 uiii iniioccrii. 1 uii i  u viciini," hc saih." 

lam. Ic, 2c, I le, 
le, 
2am, 3bm, lc, 7c, 
ie, , 1 l k  

l am, Zbb, 9b2,2a, 
2c, 7c, 7dI, 242, l l k  

lam, lbm, 9b1, lc, 
Zd, l l j  
2aum, 4bm, 2c, Sc, 
6c, 7d3, , 1 1 k 

Iaurn, 1 bm, Ic, 1 t, , 
1 lk  
h m ,  lbm, Ic, 2d, 
1 lj 
3auf, 1 bm, Ic, 2c, 
Id, 2e, 1 l k 

lam, 1 bm, 9bl, 
I Ik, Ic, le, Sc, 
lObl 
lem, 2c, 7c, 1 l b 

I am, lc, lc, 2d, Pd 



Junc 1997 iII 
Jan. 1 1, 1998 

17 Fcb. 28, 1998 

18 App. Msrch 1990 
18 App, Junc 1990 
18 App. Aug. 8.1991 
18 App. Aug. 12, 

"""" 
App. May 19, 1994 

Nolan 1998, "Show 
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Fu from 2, May 28199 
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Fax from 2, May 28/99 

H A I D  1999 
HALO 1999 
t iA IX)  1999 
tiAIX3 1999 

- 

Nolon: Rui Pircs ... "one iiy wolkcd up and stmcd hiiiing me in ilic sidc of ihe hcnd." ... (Jackson Si.) 
"Shuw rtrikcr l~oinc": '71icy (kir uiiackcrs) wcrc skinl~cuds ..." 
Don Gunn, conviciui i n  the miln~lnugtitcr dcnth of an older gay m m  in 1986, is  convictui of ag~ravatd assault -. 

agoinsi a "homoscxual" ni ihc Tim ~ G n o n ~ s  ai John and ~ ~ c k s o n  Sis. 
"lvvc wiincssd 7 diffcrcni incidents in  3 yc m... one was beaicn nt the Windsor Hotel and was i~i ihc hospital for 
awo nionilis. The pcrpctraior was sent io triul". 
Young fcmalc ihrcutcncd wiih dcoih (p. 9) 
Mole wiih H1V "found words 'IGg WC will kiII u beforc huinan nghia' stcncillcd on apmment dtior." (p. 10) 
". .. Charles Wcsifill ... knows of ont gay ... wlio w u  siabbd last ycar ..." 
".,, invofved IWO gay nicn, w h a  wcrc spit on and had sioncs ihrown a1 ihcrn, and i h i s  had btcn dcah wiih by 
officcrs on ~ick*ssquod" ( 10) 
", ... a lesbian was walking nlong ~ h c  r irut,  about 2:00 am... Shc is boyish looking, could have been rnisiaktn for a 
fng. Two mcn wcrc walking iowards hcr, and as ilwy approachul, oui a l  bluc, ont of them punch4 h u  In ihc 
niouth. ticr lip brokc open, shc said "oh fuck," wlicn ihcy Iitard hcr voicc ... ran. Shc did noi report the incident io 
policc ( l l )." 
"labian and hcr goy fricnds depart a gay bar (12 1 Ilughson), followcû by known suspcci who grabbcd hcr brtast 
end croich and niaûc comrnenis rcg~d ing  sckual oricntaiiun ("Jyke"). A physical confmntaiion bciwcen suspcci 
and Icsbian's fricnJs inka place. Suspect arruicd. bail opposd. ( I 1) 
"A known homoscxual i s  the iargci of an unprovokd assauli w h i c h  rquircd siiiches ta his chln. No conversaiion 
or verbal inicraciion look place bctwten unknown s u s p i  and complainant." ( i l )  
'Two goy males assauliul on Jünws Si. N. by ihrçc unknawn nialcs. Division 1 ." (1 2) 

"Guy nian aiincked ai  bus siop, Muin und Oslcr. 1 identifid. wiincss refuscd io aitcnd couri. (1 3) 

'Transsc~ual rissi>ulicd by unknown suspcci." (131 
Two gay nialcs assaultecl by group of faur nwlcs. I niulc chargcd wiih Assauli/Robbery. (13) 

Transgcnder bwiendcr siruck whh tmr botile. Division 1. (13) 
"Malt aiiackcû, chwgcû Robert J, Smith. Inicmal eniail siaies: 'Thc accuseû accosicd and robbcd a 72 ycar old 
male. Sn~iih has 7 pnor conviciions for robbcry, r o m  of which wcrc rclaicd Io gay bashing iype robbcrics," No 
doubl ihis accusd hns bccn busy sincc his rclcusc in Murch 1998. Subjcci rrqucnis the gay hangouis on York 
Illvd. irnd Juckson SI." 
"About a nionih a#o sonic pmplc wcrc iissoulicd ouisidc Iscy's." 
At ihc tIAtX) club; "Onc usauli on a inan ..." 
"Ron soid tic w u  ihreuicnd by soriic young nicn in Gibbon's Purk whu rcferrcd to h i n ~  as u 'fui:.'" - .. -- - - 

"A iiiulc riieniber of itie gay youih gruup w u  ussüulied dtcr Icuving 11AUI. tic was followcct by threc rncn in u 
truck. 
"A fenide nicnibcr of gay jouih w u  assnulicû by IWO iiicn in a parking loi nfier lcaving Imcey'h." 

"Men goybashcd aficr niaking suggesiivc gcsiurcs in his window." 
'Two siraight nien from Ottawa hcre for a confcrcnce, i w k  n short cul lhrouglr the pnrk and wcrc ossaultd, badly 
lrcuitcl by p l i c c  and anibulancc ntiendanis." 
".., ihcrc w u  is gaybiuhing ouisidc Laccy's ~ ~ o p l c  w~i i ing for suiiiconc io coriic out of ihc bu." 
"Jnhn rtccivcd Jcuil~ thrcuta ai work uficr I I~ wroic u gay psii ive lcttcr la i l ic I3Jiiur of the landibn Fr'rct Press." 
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Blanchficld, Mar. 18, 
1993, Blanchfield, July 
20, 1993; ''Cherges 
agninsi Oiiawa olficcr 
wiihdrnwn" 

Pepper and tlolland 
199439; House of 
Conimons 1994; EGAW 
1'995 

". .. ii prc opruiivc trunsscauül ... is  bcing iiirgcicd by tlic policc bccausc of gcndcr idccitiiy." 
'Two gay youths wcrc bruially bcatcn up downiown ..." (relmnul in thc media) 

"A nian wnlking ihraugh Vicioriu Park hûJ ihrcc iiicn npproüch hirn and say 'We don7 wanl people likc you in  rhis 
piuk.'" 
"A gay bmhing wisidc S2nd SI ... He Jid noi wani IO rcporî io  ikc police or go to ihc haspiial, feli police would 
"brush ii off." 
"A young inan wos assaulied oi Wcslcrn and assailants iold p l i c c  i f  wus bccause hc mrtdc a pabr al rhcm and 
policc bcÏievul the assailanis" (IfALX)). ". .. since ihe policebelicvd the assailanis, nothingiuithcr was donc. 7he 
pcrson who iold nic wos somconc in whom ihc assaul~rcl person had confidui" (IA). 

A male "phoncd usking sboui lawyers in  a case whcre hc was beaicn up by a gaybuhcr ihcn chuged wiih scxual 
waul i"  (HASX)). "Police chargcû viciim Ix r  comnicnis niadc by the victini. 1 am no1 sure i f  chnrges wcrc also 
niade againsi ihc assailani. II is not uncoilinton wlicn chargcû wiih assauli for the pcrson chargd IO file some kind 
of countcr chiugc of nssnuli" ( I U). "... ttjc viciirn contncird nic asking for itie namc of a lawyci because hc was 
chargul by thc palicc insicorl of the assnilunis8' (SCJN. 8). 

".., one night I was walking 10 1IALO 4 youiig nicn ialkiitg loudly wnliiing down ccnirc of Prill Mall, 1 ww walking 
on nonhsidc. liead ihcni ialking almut fnggois as lhcy p u 4  IIAIX). As thcy passd me ont raid, "You'J beiicr 
noi iurn riglti or the resulis will bc awful." 
"Young mun beaicn up by ihc river ..." 
'Two girls followd hunrc cdlcd dykcs." 

"iiomb ihrcal ni i1AIXI i l ie Sunrluy of Pridc Wukcnd in Toronio." 
"An Oiiawa policc officcr rcccivcd un nbsoluic dischwgc WcJ. on a charge sicmming from rin incident wiih a gay- 
rights ~ci iv i~f. . ,  no conviciion i s  rcgisicrccl Jespiie e juG*s finding in  thai cons: Eric Feniito was guiliy of - 
dangerous opcraiion of a moior vchicle. He wns acquiiiecl of ihrcc more serious charges, iiicluding assauli causing 
M i l y  hani L.. "A conviction would have an nffcct on your future ihal i s  dispropriionaie IO the crime iisclf, Justice 
Jun hrgc i  iold Fcnaia, 33 ... Hoben Nadir accuscd Fcnaio of k i n g  homophobic an4 dcliberaicly irying lo hi1 hirn 
wiih his policc c ~ i s c r  on Bank Sireci in  Mwch 1991,.." (Mur. 18) 
On July 18, 1993, "An Oiiawa man bas k n  chiirgeû with nssaulting an officer.,.. Robcfl Nadir, 43, was chnrged 
wiih assaulting causing M i l y  h m  on Oiiawa police Const. Eric Fcnaio ... in a Ncpcan groccry riory.,. leavlng hlm 
wiih a bruiscd cyc, a swollcn check and scraichw io  his face..," (July 20) 
"chwgw~: w ... rcccnily, the Oniario Court of A p p l  sel asidc ihe conviction and ordercd a ncw trial. Perer 

Griffiihs, h i c m  Ontario's senior Crown aitorncy, iold a judgc 'Tucsday he w u  withdrawing ilrc charge. tic 
rclenui to ihc absolute discliargc and changer inlnw ihaiwoÜld have made a conviciion of ~ennta unÏikcly!' 
Peppcr and Holland: A gay mole viciim "told pmicipanis how his nosc had bccn brokcn a ytar earlicr whcn ho 
w ~ a i t e c k d  ouiaide a gaibar, bu1 ~ h a i  he hdbccn ioo f"righiencd IO tell ihc police i t  was agay bashing." 
tiousc of Cornmono: "Allan Dinglc ... WC Icft ihc bar and werc walking back IO our rcspcciivc cars whcn four male 
youihs rcin inla us ... niy fricnd unfanunaicly was knoclrcd IO ihc ground .... one of ihc guys ca l ld  mc r 'faggoi' and 
punchd tne in  rhc fnce ... one in particulai p rocdcû  IO bash nie quiie scverely ... 1 don7 rcrncnibcr feeling any 
puin. I was in  uiicr disbelief lhai ihis was happening. I couldn't undersiand why i t  was happening, and quiic 
friinkly I thuughi i t  was a drcnni. Whik k i n g  bashcû, 1 renicmberd vtry vividly ihc reccni vidcolape of ihcr 
Hoûncy King bruhinp .... I cun rci~icinbcr chaniing IO myselfavcr and ovcr again, donBi full doun, dan'i fall down. 
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House of Carnmonr 
1994, EGAlS 1995 
"Pcppr spray in Oiiawa" 

C l ~ d k :  May 16 and I B  

Clddge: May 16 and 1 fi 

March-April 1990c Cluridgc: Muy 16 and 18 

M m h - A p l  199ûû 1 Clddgc: May 16 and 18 

Murch-ApRl 199k Clüridge: May 16 and 18 

Claridgc: May 16 and 18 

Thc vivid piciurcs of bcing kickcd and beaicn whilc on ihc ground. (p. 12) 1 also rerncrnbcr ihc waich of the 
pcrson who wa, puitching cric. If hc Jidn'i hir rnc syuwcly in ihc hcad, his waich would dip and il would cut my 
jirw and iny hend. Thc wnich finally brokc and fcll Io i I r t  ground. 1 can rcinonbcr lhai as I was bcing hi(, the 
waich bccanic covercd wiih b l d .  II was el ihis lime ihai one of his fricnds, as thcy chtercd hiin on, iold him io 
waich ii kause he'd gci AlDS from niy b l d .  1 was blccding quite profusely and each time 1 wu hit ii would 
sploiicr quiie a disiancc, Ai ihc niciiiion of AlDS the person atiacking rnc siop ptd... My eyto wcre swollen shut. 
My car w u  swollcn rhut and bleujing yuiic profuscly. Thcy pui mc in a room by mysclf, It W~LS ai ihat panicular 
p i n i  1 rculirt<l wliat had huppcnui to nie: I lrud bccn bcaicn bccausc 1 was gay, I went in10 shock. 1 wcnt in40 
uncontrolliiblc shivcrs and convulsions. 1 was bick 10 my siornach scvcral iinics ... Sincc ihat tinic l'va had my noac 
rcrci, wlrich w u  more physically poinful than ihc aciual bah iisclf,.. (p. 13) ... 1 Jid no1 fomc out al work or to my 

uticred Jciiih ihrcais, carrid knivw." 
"... a moiorisi jumptd oui of his car and assauliccl a palesirian aftcr asking the paiesirian i f  hc was homorexual. 
".., a gay man was hit in the face by an auni and an uncle ai a fariiily party." 

prufesslonnl collcaguc~. Ï didn'i kpon itic incidcni, uiid slnce lhcn I hsvt fcli a ccriain degrcc of guilt ... 
",., in Oiiiiwa a young nian was uccosicû by iiicn~bcrs of u nm-Nazi group who callcll him feggoi rcpcaicdly, 

lam, Ibm. Ic, le 
hm, 2bb, lc, 2e, 

lm, 2bb, 1 lk, 2c, 

"... a man was rciuming IO Oiiawa rom a bar in #full!* Hc was spproachd by simgcm who ... 
a Cage* and beal him so bndly ihai hc was in hospiiitl for Iwo days." 
"... Cupiiul Xiru, hus rcpncd a pcppcr spray aiiack on curiomcrs of ihc Ccnirclown Pub, a gay bar ..." 2am, Ic, I I d  

Tylcr Comcnu, 20, pleadul guiliy ta aggravaied nssauli. "bcai Scbasiicn Alcxitndcr 25, 
1'1 ... Wiincliscs saw Mr. Coniccru hi1 ihc iwo nrcn in ihc hend wiih hir akaicboard. His 
ruffcring masriva hcad injuries ... Portman has niade a complctc rccovcry ... Alcxandcr, howcvtr lias coniinuing 
problcrns.,. wiiness saw Mr. Corncau sentch the pockeis of onc of his viciims.. . Corneau has said ont of the victims 
incd Io kiss him.,." Police said ihcyerc no1 goy. ~omcau was dmnk and on mushmms. 
"...young man: ... EvcryMy kntw lhat 1 was gay... I caught ihis guy going ihrough my siulf.,. Hc ihmicned IO kil l 

- .  

"...drifrer who poscd as o nialt pros~iiuic ..." "...dcaih by asphyxiaiion rcsulicû from being bound and gagged by 
Mr. Glde, who h d  bound, gag& and robbcd six oilrer niale homoscxuals in ihc preculing foiir weeks,.." In 
rnost cirses, iht victims agrccri io having ihcir hands iid and thcn wcrc geggd and bound hand and fooi, In prison, 
he braggcd IO an undcrcovcr afficcr "uboui his prowcss in having homoscxuals pick him up... ' I gutss l'vc go1 a 
prcity h c t  ttrc fugguis likc."' A Iioniicidt officcr Jcscribcd hirii as "a one-nian wrccking crcw in ihe homoscnual 

l m ,  lbm, 9b1, lc, - - -  - - - 
nicand kt aiirritcl fighiin13;he tricd io push &wcr the bannislcr ..." 
"...young inan... Anorher guy wouldn'l Ici ine oui of my m i n  ..." 
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3c, 7d2, le, I l  b, 
8d l 

2c, 3c, 2e, Il b 
I bm, 9b l,2c, 2e, 

con~rn~niiy.~~ 
"...bound, gogged and rabbcd six oihcr niale hoinasexuals i r i  ihc preculing four wccks ..." lam, 8b1, lc, 312, - -- 

"...hound, guggd oiid rotihccl bir ailicr titufc I~oi~ir~~cruuls in ihc ~~rcceûing four wccks ..." 

"...bounJ, guggd and robbcd six oihcr aialc Irornoscxuuls in ibc prcccding four wceks ..." 

"...bound, gaggd and robbcû six oihcr nialc hoiiioscxuals in ihc prauiing four weeks ..." 

7d2, le, 1 l b, 8d 1 
lame Bbl, lc, 3c, 

"...bound, guggd und rotibcd six oibcr niatc Iionioscxuirls in ihc prcccûing four wulis..." 
7d2, le, Il b, 8dl 
lam, 8bl, lc, 3c, 



Nov, 7, 1990 

July 5, 1992 

Aug 1992 

Nov. 20. 1992 

Jan. 20, 1993 
Aug, 26, 1993 

Grtyson 199 1 I "During our prtnluciion, one ofour actors w u  gaybristicû by a group of rcenagcn in a public park." 

"Joggcr siabbcd" 

"Goy rncn oiiirck4 by 
youihs" 

"Man who rapcd, beai 
prostiluic gcis four 
ycm"; Viltala 1994 

'Gd niciiiory pays off '  

"Councillor asks police8' 
McDonald 1995; 
Pawano, Jan. 10,1995 

1 lem, 8b1.9b2, lc. 

24-year-old U of Tsiudcni rnei 2 men, including a skinlicad, ai The Barn and wcnt to Allan Gwdcns, whcrc ihcy 
inci anothcr 4 or 5. Jlc WU ihrown to ihc ground. kickcd in thc hcud and body, siabbcû in ilic Gack, robbed of $4, 
and walkd away wiih ilie knifc aiicking oui of Iiis back **ciiibeJd#l io ihc hilt" pcnctrating moic ihan 6 cm 
bciwtcn along his spint ... opcreid on st SI. Michacl's Iiospiial and releascrl iwo days larcr. .. Jwon Radmachcr, 18, 
conviciul of robbcry and aggravaicd assault and scnicnccd to Iwo yeurs las a dny in prison. Auoilrcr one, 17, 
pleadd guihy IO ihc samc charges. the oihcr 17-ycar-old plcadd noi guilty but conviclcd of rol~bery and 
aggrovriid assauli. This l u t  onc was aciuully gay. tic cxplaincû hc'd had o liard life, had iurnd IO husiling, and 
his lawycr Jccided i h ~  "this young man had l u m d  ovcr a ncw Ica1 and was now adiniiiing Io himsclf ihai hc i s  
gay." (&nicnccd io IWO ycm-lcss a day) 
"Siuart Maidcn iold police aAcr his arrtsi ihai '1 want ia  kill ihasc fucking faggois'.., Defcnco ... suid i t  wasn't a 
case of 'gay bashingi bu1 an asseuli by men who werc Jrunk." (~enicnccdto one ycar, found guiliy of assault 
causing boûily hant i...) Two CO-nccuseû, David Culp and Hubert Uicniak, werc carlicr sentcncd IO 75 days in jail 
aficr plcading guiliy IO ~ h c  lwscr olfcncc of coniiiion ossauli ... ihc viciiin suffcrul a frnciurd Icg whcn hc w u  
atiucked ... hud IO huvc i t~c  Icg operiid on, neds funhcr ircaiincnt and is riill in pain ..." 
",.. a group of tan-agen who beai snd siiibbui a 30-ycar-old Friday night in High Park. He was in aerious 
condiiion Iüsi ni6hi ... knifc wound closc IO hir htü ri... knochul 10 ilic ground, ihcn siabbd in ilic back whcn hc 
t r i 4  to gctup ... following a senes of incidents of gay-bashing in ihc pwk. 
"About 50 youihs manicd downiown Turonio on tlalluwccn nigbi, iüuniiiig. ihrcatcning und sllacking gay rncn... 
5 19 Church Sircci Comniuniiy Cenirc said ... thc centre rcccivtd an anonymous telcplionc cal1 lhal 50 peaplc haJ 
aiiackd and rcvcrcly bcalcn a inun. Mciro Toronto Policc confinnui ihoi a nian was takcn IO St. Michad's 
Iiospital and irccrtul for a brokcn nose, a cul undsr his cye and sore ribs und siomach aficr bcind k ick4 and 
punchcd by 'nuincrws youlhs ... followul a pwadc organiwl by ihe gay group QUCC~ Nalion along Church Sircci ... 
'II was likc a pack of jackals. You knuw, big inugh guys iravtlling in packs of 30."' ". .. Anoihcr man was also 
punchd. p l icc said." 
"A nian who bnit~lly beai and rapecl a proriiiuic whcn shc relusecl JO hsvc scx wiih him for Cree h u  k n  givcn 
four ycars in prison,;. punched thc wohm wiih such force ihui her jaw was brokcn; il was w i rd  rhui for &hi 
wceks.,. The 33-ycar-ald viciini is u Icsbirin and shc icsiificû shc ncvcr had scx wiih a man unltss ii was for 
moncy ..." (Waync Cain i s  ihc nnnic of ihc conviclcd.) 
Viiiulo: "nbc coun licard iliar Mr. Cuin Iiiid prwurcd ihc scrviccs of ihc viciirn for an acquaint~ncc and ihcn 
suggesicd stic hsvc scx wiik Mr. Cuin as a iypc of 'kickbock fcc ..."' 
'Two Peel Hcgionnl Policc conslablcs were convicicd of assnuli ycsicrday for bcaiing up iwo mcn thty thought 
wcre gay. Tlrc off-duiy consiublcs cxclinngcd words wiih iwo nien who wcrc s«iicû ai a iablc wiih iwa womcn ai a 
Mibsibsouge hoicl ... Ikcy thci, wailcd uuisidc in ilic parking loi and bcui ihc men aficr ihcy lcft lht holcl. Consl, 
Chorles Mordcn. 23. of Mississauga was fincd $750 and Consinblc Danicl Johnsionc, 23, of Si Cathcrincs, SI5M). . - 
Each was placcd on IWO years' pr;hniion. Tlicy also facc disciplinary hcarings under ihc Onlaiio Police Act." 
''A dcitctivc's g o 4  mcmory has rcwlicd in a nian k i n g  chargd wiih ihc robbciy of a 29-ycar-old ~mnsvcsiiie 
prosiiiuic who was slaslid acrass ihc wrisi lasi Novcnibcr and robbcrl ofS5 ... Church and Wclleslty Sis. nrca." 
"One guy phond (Wdnesday) and said 'One bullci, one &ad homo..,"' 
"A bandit who boasicd IO policc ihai he robbcû homoscnuul men was jailui five ycars ycsicrday ... 'He iakes pddc 
and justifies his criminel aciiviiics by replying.., ihai (ihc viciim is) "just a fag *'... and thai iypu of ihinking hns IO 

stop,' thc Judgc said. McUunald ... has 50 propcfly a114 violencc conviciions frum cowl IO colut ruid iargciiul gay 
nicn by answcring or plucing compnnion ads ... 'He'd nrovt in wiih iht nien he found in the cotnpanian ads and 
ihcn rob ihcrii.' Mchnald hcld a knifc io ihc ihroai of a Toronio businesman al thc man's dawnlown office ... 
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and deinandd cuh." f l c  w u  scnirncd IO five ycus Tor robbery and iwo ycars concurrent for ihc usc of ir knife. 
t ic tiad also reccnily rcccivcû 14 monihs for assauli i n  tluniilion. 
Brown: "... Eû Pallak and his lover ... a car came carccning oui o f  a dnvcway and siraighi al ihcm ... ihc four mcn... "... btat the crap out o f  us. [My partncrl w u  on ihc ground; he was kicked i n  ihc hcad, the sioinach, hls cniim 
boûy ... Two o f  ihc usailanls werc conviciuâ on assauli charges; ihcy scrvcd icn days bcforc an appcol war filcd 
and ihcy wcre rel& on bail." 
Clcmcnl: 3 char@ wiih assnuli; Vinccni locozzo, David Cvcian and Giancurlo DicarIo o f  Stoney Crcck. 
Corelli: Two convictd; boib univcrsiiy siudcnis. "A wiincss hwrd ihc aiiackcm yclling 'fagg(W several lima.,. 
scntcnccd tu six nionths i n  prison ... 
Druinmie, Mar. 11: "Oiic o f  ihc viciinis, who a s k d  noi IO bc idcniifiul, icsiificd hc was kickcd 15-20 limcs ,, 
David Cvcian ulsa dcnierl Iryiiig io cholc ihc man wiih his rcarf." 
Dniniinic, Mur, 13; "Mr Jusaicc Nicholson McHuc sioppcû short of finding ihc viciaus ridcwtllk assault I n  iho 
Wdlcdcy.Jiirvis Sis. wca u "gay bushing" or "liüic criciic" as Cruwn counscl Micliacl tahncr  itrgcd, But he did 
noie ihoÏ'liuic playcd a rok'  h i l i e  viol& ..." 
"An inicr4îith church scrvice ni Muplc t r u f  G~rdci i r  bcforc ncni Sunday's I a b i r n  and Gay Piide Day parade wil l  
prucccû, dripiic ... a lciicr within ihc-luri nionili ihui ruid: 'WC know about Maplc b a f  Oardcnb. I f  you go ahcad, a . - 
ioi o f  b l d  bill spill and a loi o f  faggois will die."' 
"ïhc aiiack on the IWO mcn, 27 and 40, happcnul jusi bcfarc 1 am. ycslcrduy ouisidc a Second Cup coffte shop 
nciu Church and Wcllcrley Sis ... slrw onc viciim sprawlcd in  a pool o f  blooâ and bmkcn glas ... Wilnuses srw 
about six ywng  nicn pile out o f  a van und ultnck ilic IWO incn hclurc gctiing back inIo itic vchiclt and driving off." 
("Aliack") 
"A 4 0 - y w o l d  nian, who rnd io  hclp (Ross) Mulhcaron an3 his parincr, Stcve Taii, was ihc niost badly i n j u d .  
He was siruct on ihc hcad with ii bctr bottlc and nctclul niorc ihan 20 siiichcs... A vm p u l l 4  i ~ p  and a pasrcnger 
simcû calling ihe iwo men 'îucking quccrs and said, 'Why did G d  makc youl' .... Giovanni Difranco, 22, has 
bccn charpd wiih aggravaid assauli. arsuuli wiih a wcapon and asrauli causing borlily hm."  ( D c M m )  
"eduarJo Sanlino, 20, wcpi as Judp  lan MocDonncll found him noi guiliy of prriiulting Ross Mulhwcn, 28, wilh 
a bccr bolilc. Sgeciators chcerd aficr ihc vcrdici ... As ihc vchiclc inoved through i h t  intcncciion, Mulhtarcn rpai 
ai ihc van, which w u  k i n g  Sollowuf b y  a car ihui appurcû IO conlain fncnûs o f  ihosc i n  the van. Thc iwo 
vchiclcs pullul ovcr and ihc pusscngcrs junipul oui ... wilnesser gave ruch divcrgcnt dercriptio~is af who lhcy 
bclicvcd w u  Ihc aiiackcr, il providul him witli rcasonublc doubi as io his guili" (Dnirnmic). 
Iiousc o f  Contnions: "Mr. Tuii: .., Siinple iliings ihui ciiohi Canadians i d e  Car granicct, likc wulking down ai sircet 
and rcaching out for the hund of ihc pcrson ihcy love, and holding hands. icniîïcs us. WC have (O look ai 
cvcryboûy on the sireci iuid dccidc whciher ihcse pcoplc arc going IO aiiack us... Thc piciutc o f  lhis third viciirn 
lying i n  a pool of b l d  and vomii on the siJc of ihc rireet as ibc vans pullcd away wiih dl of the perpciraiors 
conies biick IO mc evcry day. 1 ihink of ihui consinntly ...( 10) ... Mr. Mulhcaron; ... I found oui my 22-ycar-old 
broihcr hus t u rnd  oui I o  bc vcry homophobic. tlc's bccn ngainsi nic.., froin going io ihc police.., iny 22-ycar-014 
brothcr, whoin J have loveû and c t u d  for sincc 1 caii'i reiiiciitbcr. To find I clon'i gci ihc acccjitancc I should from 
iliis, an3 ibe fuci ihai ilrc only probleiii wirli Iiis çuring is ilrut 1'1ii gay is ati insuli. Il's vcry huid to heridlc, vcry 
hard i o  handle ..." (p. 1 Il , 
'Two riicn have been j a i l d  for 30 nionitis ... John Brick, 21, and Juon Sacco, 19, wcrc scnicnc:cd Friday afrcr 
plcading guiliy 10 aggraviicd ussauli. Jaiiws Robison caniinucs IO suffcr brain ûamagc from llic June 8 aiiack. t ic 
was k i c h d  3(j iiiiic;in ilte face. heud and Indy." ... "Succu riddd: "... 'nie scnlcncc is prciiy I i m h  ..." 
Fernundcs; 3 nicn ycllul obsccniiiw from a car. Thc iliid iiiiic, "Janics los1 his paticncc end f l i c k d  a cigarcttc buii 
el ihc CU... he was badly bniisul niid nccdcû 16 siiiches i o  his lips,.. A policc officcr ... hinicd ihai ihis al1 happcned 
bccuuse Jamcs f l i ckd  a cigtuciic." 
Ikncrh :  "I'wo Tomnio nien who b a i  up II haninserual wnlking hond-in-hanrl wiih his niale cornpanion have been 
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ordcr IO wriic IWO cssays on nokd gay men and IO puy a fine of $1,116 ... Judge Bcmard Knaz m... said hc didn't 
ihink Nelson Pcrcirn and John Malos W C ~ C  looking for gays to bcal up. But ihcy wcrt moiivaicû by homophobia, 
he addd,.. It was noied thai Pcrcira had once hclpcû a high school chum btraied for aâmittind he was gay, II was 
also n a d  ihai Malos had a gay broihcr and ihc iwa havc an undcrsianding and suppflive rclaiionship ... During 
ihcir k t  four nionihs of probaiion, the nicn, buth firsl-iimc offcndcrs, musi tach rcscarch and wriie two shofl 
cssays. One rnusi bc about a fainous honioscrual and ihc oilicr aboui a homoserual who was pcrsccuid for his 
bclicfs." 

Philp 1997 ".. . Sttphen Scabom ... ihrown IO ihc ground in a vicious aitack ihai fnciurd a few ribs ... no invcsiigating office; 
cvcr a m v d  ...#' 

Siuick 1998 A man was siabbed. 

Sarick 199B ",.. a man was bcuicn wiih i~ baseball bat and .scvcral vcncbrac in his brick wcrc crushul." 

"Assauli suspect ori ncw 1 ".,, a iransvcsiitc prosiiiutc ... w u  çhokcd, siripped ofhcr iop and biiien on ihc nose and siomüch ... Alvin Sobcrs, 
charge" 34, i s  charged wiÏh choking, forcihlc confinci&ni and oggravaid scxual assauli." 
CP May 5,1996 "A mon has lodgul a curiiplaint againsi a bouncer ai a local bar, claiming hc w u  roughcû up when he and his 

I Mcnds wcrc k ickd oui becausc ihcy'rc gay... thcy wcrc kickcd oui bccuusc ihcy wcrc "disrupiivc" and bccause 
Iwo of thc wotncn wcre kissing. 'Thcy crin cal1 i f  discriminaiion.' said lClauJc Michel, CO-owncrl. "Had ihcy 
siaycd anoihcr fivc niionuia ilicy'd bc blcding lday. WC h o p  cvcrybody knows ihat wc donel wani ihem in our . . 
bar. WC Jon'i wani any gays in our bar," 

- 

Carmichacl, Nov. 19, "A Sudbury man who punchcd anoihcr Irian in ihc hcud aficr niaking ihc cornmcnt 'ii musi bc nicc to bc JI homo' ... 
1998 was finui $1,200 ... afier pleriding guiliy IO a chnrgc of BSSPUII ... ouiside Zig's ... " 
Intcrvicw wiih Kinsman, "A rnalc-IO-fcinalc iransscxuul was bcaicn up in a pizza placc in Miuch, and ihc owners did ncithing." 
April27, 1999 
Mennie and King N91; 
Nocl, Ap. 16, 1991; 
Nocl, Ap. 10, 1991; CP, 
Ap. 16, 1W1 

John Rivcst, 46, killcd n lricnd ui his housc, ihcn wcnl io Ruwdon and killul a gay man, Clouiicr, criiically 
1 woundcd Clouticr's lovcr ilougic. Accusul k i l l d  himsclf in front of Hawdon policc slaiion aficr a icn-hour stand- 

off. tic apparcnily had a "hi1 lh" of 18 oilrcrs, including gay men. Hc iold pdice &fore he ilicd hc was heading 
to ~onir&'s guy villuge IO kiII JO pcoflc. Accuscd always coinplaincd 1ha1"~u~s always laiighing ai him because 
of his huinascxuuliiy," I l i c  gun biorc m<inagcr suid, "Nonc of us could imagine hiin daing 50flicihing like rhis. He 
sppcarul Io bc so iiriiid. f ie  had clfiniinaie ntanncn." Rivert rolJ hi6 morhcr a fcw hours bctàn ihc shooiings thai 
o k  of his fncnds had AlIlS. mie viciims apparcnily owcû ihc accuscd moncy for dmg debis 

- 

MiLe King, Nov. I 1, 'nicrc wcrc insulis and fulse claims ihai Ms. Lippe wus involvcd in a lcsbian rtlaiionship wiih a fellow gunrd. Sht 

siiackcr ai gay bur" 

Gaichoust, Dec. 2, 1997 1 
Jc la personne 1W4, 

wss also ihrtaicnd wiih assauli and rapt." 
"A JO-ycw-uld mnn wlio w u  bcarcn up ... ntci his aiiackcr cwlicr in a bar in Monircul's gay villuge.,. Thc viciim 

I suffrrcd a brokcn jaw und a badly cui lip ... iid up by his aiiackcr ... the viciini rcfusccl his gucsi's dcmand for 
moncy in rcium for sexual favon ... siolc rnoncy nnd a vidcocasseilt recorder." 
'The siudcnt said he and a fricnd wcrc ltaving [langcuil station J whcn ilicy ciicountcrd (Bcitjamin) Roy and a 

1 dozen fricnds ncar ihe cnil. Tlic iccn dsscribul how th<: accuscd blockd his way, pushuf hini and iRcd IO d l c  
ihrough Ibis pockcis, h c r  as ihc group mudc ils way io o bus, ihc youih said Roy cal14 hini a 'faggoi* and 
punch4 hini in ihc niouih. cuiting his lip and breaking ihrcc iecth." 
Policc mid on pnvnic guy iind lcsbian werehouse party, c d l d  "Scr Giuiige".., Onc of thc viciiins of ihc beaiing, a 
wcll-knuwn Montmal photographcr, phutogruphui ilic police ciiiack ... w i  irippuJ and ihrown io ihc ground and hcr 

H ~ y s  1995:29 caiiicra w u  sinashcd." ( 199459) 
Conimirsian Jcs droils "Uullaniinc" ... *'suid hc wils niiuching buusc  w u  angry ur bcing 'ircaicd likt un iiniirial* aller thc July I S  loft 
dc la pcrsonnc 1994. 1 party. He said he was c h q d  wiih assauliinç! a police officcr bccause hc iricd IO hclp a fcrnalc fricnd who had 
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( miuiagul IO sbifa his ciu inio gcw und pull irway. ' Thc  two guys hung onio m y  door and wcrc running wiih ilic 1 
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car... Nsiclid cscupcd wiih 8 black cyk  a Cui lip. .. S1.7W) wonh of drikruc." - 

"Anoihcr young man ... was welking honic froiii ihe club a couple of  ycars ego late ai nighi. TtJa guy i n  a half-ton 
siwu! following him and swcaring ai him front the truck. t ic run and s iar id  going up ihc Broadway bridge. ihen 
hc itiouglii ihcy rnighi iakt  anothcr bridge and cul hlm off, Sure cnough, ihey jumped out of d ~ c  i ~ c k  and ir id IO 

g n b  hiiii. So hc ran back i o  rhc club. Uy ihcn ihcy had Iwo vchiclcs. Thcy wcm cowboyr. VIC woman i n  ihc club 
gave hirn a ddc home. An haur hier ihcy wcrc siill wuiiing for hiin. This al1 heppencd sonic tinic aficr 2. Thai ir 
whcn ull ihc irssaulis go on ..." 
"ln anoilicr incident, p;u\ o f  a court-ordercd scntcnce was Joing 30 hours o f  mdiation. l i c  was i n  the club, and go1 
hit on. and iook u swing and hi1 a HUY." (I lc did sumc work ai ihc Gey and l e b i a n  ticalth Cciiirc.) 
Randoni ahoi: "Soiiiconc was niisiokcnly Iiit. II had noihing to du wiih sexual oricniaiion" (shoi in  ihe buti). 

"A couplc of huun laicr, anaihcr guy was yelleû ai ("You fuckin* foggoil") Shoi i n  ihe lower Icg. 80th guys kind - - 
o f  laughd il off, nciihcr o f  ihcm gave a d&cripiion or rcponul il ioihc policc." 
A young men who now l ivts kinionion was assnuliui by six guys. t i c  ww on his way hornc h m  the univcraity - - -  

wiih hiibooks. t i c  wpsn'i coming fram a cniising arca. t ic ww drcsscû nornislly, and didn'i have a gay walk-to 
hiin. Al l  of a suddcn, ha hcard ihcni corning up bchind him. Ttrcy h i i  hiin wiih a bccr boiilc. t lc goi quiic a fcw 
srirchcs and aln~ost Im i  an cye. Tlie lcft side o f  his face wiu para lyd.  n i c y  said, ' l l iat 's ieach you, you fa&" 
Wicy cut h h  up prciiy bnd und callerl hirii a fucking fuggoi. One pcrson saw ii and yeltul and ihai's whcn thcy all 
tuok off on fooi. 'ïlv police wcrc callcû. Thcy cumc down. hc w u  takcn IO ihc univcrsiiy hospiiul emergcncy, 
(Hoyul Univcrsily hospiial) and wos kcpi in for a couplc of  days. l i e  now has the feeling back i n  his face. 1 know 
a Lui o f  kidr oui on the sirecis und I put ihc word oui. I found oui ihrough iho graptvine ihat ii was a young miin 
who Iiad bccn chnrgcd wiih arsouli, an aboriginal with his liiilc gang. Whcn I fuund oui who ii was I maûc an 
anunyriious plionc cal1 i o  ihc policc siaiion. I lu i  I kncw I couldn't do anyihing. 1 goi ahold of his probation oliiccr. 
Thcy confronied hini and hc said, "l'm noi adriiiiiing enyihing." The a h e n  wcrc apparcnily bc iniiiaicrl inio a 
gang. One guy involval i n  ii fcli bad and iricd to k i l l  hirnself. These kids were drunk ai ihc iimc. Therc were six 
assaulis aliogcihtr, Thrcc of ihc kids wcrc aboriginal, 2 wcrt white and onc was Hispanic." 
Thcre wcrc a couplc of  young womcn bcalcn up ausi bcfore WC Icfi ihc old office) whilc coming out of' Mac's 
Mill;. I h t r e  wcrc 4 people i n  ihc imck. 2 men and 2 wumcn. A young lcsbian couplc hbJ lefi The Vipcr. II 
rt i r r id  oui ta bc a gay club but ihc owncrs iuniut ii inio a riiincû bar. Thc club was more uay ai the iimc but a 
number o f  peaple wcre bnshul on thcir wny oui o f  ihcrc. Twa guy guys who o w n d  il endul up sclling il. 7hest 
~ i r l s  Icfi and wcni i a  gel s bite i o  ciri 6 blocks awny. Thcy were coming oui o f  the Mac'r siore, They siancd 
ytlling obsccniiics ai thc~ii. nit guy m b k d  his croich and callul thein dykcs and said, "l'II icach you biichu. l'II 
givc you whüi you ncul." ï l i c  guys and ihc girls wcrc drinking. Anaihcr guy go1 out and grabbed ihc rire iron 
from ihc back, Thc driver go1 anoihcr l ire iron from insidc ihc truck. Thcy grabbal a couple of  picccs of  rusly 
chains Croiii ihe bück of  ihc inick, I b i s  was aboui 1 or 130 a.rn. Thcy hung a licking on ihc girls and ihcn ihey 
iwli off. Thc girls go1 a paniol liccncc plate nuriibcr, ibc policc came IO the scenc and look a slattnicnt. They look 
thcni IO Ihe IicupituI and passcd i t  off us a randoni assuuli. 'nic girls kncw ihe individuals. Uui no chargcs wcrc 
laid. Uui ihc girls wcre hurt. A i  Icllsi ihey were nicc cnough IO lalie ilicm IO the haspiid and ihcy wcrc i rca id  and 
rclcarul. l l u i  ihc p l i c c  didn'i iake ihcm homc. Thcy had IO fin4 ibcir own way home. 
Tîrzrc wcrc a ~tuiiibcr of p p l e  ai ihc store but nobody would Say unyihing. Ji's the usual thlng unlcss you gci 
sonic hutr~iinitariun. At the iinie. 1 Jidn'i know who Ilwv wcrc. l l i c y  had bruises and cuis. Oiic go1 a couplc o f  hcr 
i t t i t i  knockcd oui. Thcy wcre blwk end blue. wiih blaci c y u  and rÏiichcs. II didn'i corne out i 6 h c  
"An individual WU 011ackU1 i n  Kinsman Park. tic wes knockcrl unconscious and hc ihinks ihcre wcrc 4 
J>crpcirriors. I l c  w u  liospiiali;rrd and off work for n wliilc." 

lam, 2bm, lc, 2c, 
l l a ,  l e  

lam, 2bml lc, Ml,  
l Id, 3cl  
lam, Ic, Ic, 1 I f  

Lam, Ic, le, I If 

lam, 6bmI 9M, 
L l k, Sc, Id, 3e2, 
I Ob6 

2af, 2bm, 2bf, Ic, 
Id, 4d2,4dS, 1 la, 
le, 3c2, 66 

lm, 6bb, lc, 1 l h, 
1 c 



Junc 13, 1998 

ûct ,  1995 
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hiicrvicw wiih L, Aug. 
12, 1999 

-- 

Two iccnügcrs iwk  a iiiahogany I)addlc-and Jccidecl irhtr a p n y  IO iiiiack sumcone wiili il. Thcy aiiackd one guy 
coming hoiiw froni hir girlfricnJ's, who siill hos brain Jnmagc. nicy k i l l d  a nian coniing oui of a bar, who dicd 
imindiatcly. In beiwc.cn ihcse iwo incidents " lhn  rliey werc sctn lurking around thc bushes, trying to lurc some 
guys off the sircci inia ihc buslies of Bcssborough Park bcside thc dvcr, 'nicy wcre unsucccsslul. Thcrc wert IWO 

guys. Onc guy jus1 got a glimpsc of iheni hassling ihis othcr guy, tan inta a hotcl lobby and c i l l d  91 1. The othcr 
one had been walking Jown the paih when he hcard a rusiling in the bushcs, and the oihcr onc was waiiing funhcr 
down. nic  one who callcd 91 1 couldn'i pick ihcm oui of a photobook. He goi aliold of the oiher one who had 

2am, Zbm, 9b2,2c, 
I lh, le  

13.1999 
inicrvicw wiih U, Aug. 
19, 1999 
A fricnd 

Interview wiih LL, Aug. 
was rtponcd 10 police, but no1 as a gay-biuhing. 
A 33-year-old gay male n~sdc cye coninci wiih a male ouisidc a Whitchorsc bar. was pushcd ayainst a wall and hi1 
sevenl iirncs. He Jid no1 rcpori ii. and dcclincd caunselling. 
(Somtwhere in Canda) "1 was verbally assaultuf in my city by somconc who implid I was a child molester. 1 
reco~nirul him, rcpncd hirn to ihc palicc, but he deni4 il. A few months laicr, he found mc alone and 
approach4 mc and ihreotcnul IO hun mc. I rcponui him again. and again hc dcniul it." 

ialkcû IO ihcni Jirccily, who refuscd to l&k ihrough ihc phoios and said hc couldn'i rcmcmbu- anyihing." 
An cighieen-yenr-old gay male in Whiichorse was walking hoinc, iuunied and beaicn by fivc youihs. The incident lam, 1 lk, Sbb, 9b4, 

Ic, Zc, Ze 
lam, lbm, Ic, I l k  

lam, 1 bm, Ic, 7c, 
3c2, l l k  
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- 
Non* & 
oppror, 
age of 
vicllm(s 
1 

3 Un. 
nomcd 
male 

? 

Maurccn 

Mario 
Foriin 
(3  11, 
Michcl 

(23) 

- 
Nanic & 
apprar, 
age of 
accusai 
nt tlme 
of 
vlcllnVs 
drliih 
3 

Hcnry 
Kcni 
(39) 

Wayne 
Sullivan 

Ghislain 
Girard 
(34) 

A c c w d  
chorged 
with... 

"Meutrc 
avec 
prdii~éûii- 
ation" 

7 

Not 
guiliy 

Accuscd 
d i 4  in  
dctcniio 
nbcforc 
the 
bcuing 

Accwed 
cotivlc4ed 
of... 

Mon. 
sloughicr 

? 

Acquilied 
e by 
rcason of 
insaniiy 

Accuscd 1 Hcferenceo 

wiih GO, 
May 26, 

Cairns 1999 

lnlcrvicw 
wiih BE, 
Juiic O, 
1999; 
Jinchcreuu 
1990; 
1;uniainc 
1 <)NI; 
Lmuuchc, 
Fcb. 10, 
I W O ;  
Bolduc: Fcb. ' 8, 1990; "Au 
rnuuvüis 
etirlroil"; 

According to ihc Ftdcricton Police, the victim owcd thc accused u lot 
of iiioncy for dnigs. Ho wtni io ihc Green, a cruising ara n w  the 
J~gisliiiurc. "Maybc thai's wl~crc hc kntw hdd bc. l ie k a t  him Io 
dcaih wiih his fisis,.." Officcr said il wssn8i a liatc crime. 
7 ycrus aftct killing a Winnipeg man, Kcnt cscrpul on a Jay pas. 
Rcponcû io  be ri müle prasiiiuic. 

Accuscd said he wiinied a mcnagc-barois wiih hi6 wifc and hcr fcmalt 
fricnd. One night cighi rnonil~s taler, al1 ihrcc wtr t  iogcihtr, H o  
su~gcskû il, but his wifc told him thai rhe didn'i want to; she would 
r~ ihcr  just do ii wiih her fcmalc fritnd. Accused ordcred thc female 
fricnd IO sinp and shoi his wifc in  the hcad. Vie fcmalc fricnd ihrcw 
(tic gun oui ihc window and cscapcû. At trial, ~ccuscû said the womtn 
KI t i i~u  up by talking sugycriivcly about the nitnage-A-trois but no1 
coming ihrough. Survivor Icft iown with a niai1 because she fclt sht 
wus bcing "üccusul" of bcing a Icsbian. 
The accusd p ickd  up a fcmalc prosiiiuie thal night, went IO a gay bar, 
timk out a gun in  ihc bar. wcni ouisidc and rhoi ai a car, ihcn wcnt by 
hiiiirclf iu  u ~(oy borlihousc in Qucbec ni around 1:30 &.m. A clcrk 
(1Unin) und a clicni wcrt shor dead. A fricnd of Fortin's anived ai the 
baihhousc IO discover ihcm dcad and snid hc hiid htord thc accused w u  
quiie "hoi" and involvul wiih ihc dmg tradc. i2vc or six clients flcd 
bcforc p~ l i cc  rimvul. A mirror w u  brokcn and ih t  tclcphonc wos 
disconnccicû. n t c  accusccl was rcpancû IO have biscxud tcndcncics 
(WU niam'd and living W. wife and child) and difliculiies acccpiing his 
homoscxuality. Whcn invcsiigaiing tbc crime bcene, policc uscd nibbcr 
glovtr and said ihcy a l l  wanierl to gei hcpatiiis shois, a rnovc a gay 
gruup condcnind. Duriny intenogaiion hc didn'i want to adniit hc was 
gay, iItliougti bis w i k  sliid laicr hc'd gonc to g ~ y  bars belore. j ic 
coniii~iticd buicidc about 3 nionîhs laicr. 

codes 

Iaal, 28~34, 3ra2, 
Saj, 6 ~ 4 ,  'lac, 
7af, 8ad, JOadl, 

'' CanaJian homicides since 1990 involving viciirns perceived to be hon~osrxuulliranspndtred anNor involving allegaiions of "homosexuel udvance, excluding 
knawn cases of dornesiic violence between homosexuûl couples" 







Mictiutl 
Vadc- 
boncocu 
r (41) 

Gacian 
Bihicr 
(45) 

Robert 
Assaly 
(59) 

Roger 
Clouiicr 
(48) 

Adam 
Harris 
(16) and 
J,-H. A. 
(15) 

Michecl 
McGray 
(27) 

1st dcgrcc 
(boih) 

Nol 
guiliy 

Man- 
slaugkicr 
(1.-K, A); 
first M 

2nd- 
dtgrce 
niurdcr 
(trams) 

tl. (A  j l!M2; 
J:N. (A.) 
1991; 
Swüinson, 
Mliy 10, 
1994 

lniervicw 
wiih VV, 
May II, 
1999; 
Picard, Ikb. 
12, 1993; 
Gel ban 
1994; Clark 

wiili VV, 
May II, 
1999; 
Picnrd, Feb. 
12, 1993; 
Clark 1999 

Mtnnic und 
King I W  1; 
Noel. Ap. 
16, 1991; 
Nocl. Al'. 
IP, 1991; 
CP, Ap. 16, 
1991 

Mr. Crwrney, in o biuruuiii coiivcrsiilion, ridniitid IO huving rlmi u 
hoirioscauul four timcs in  the hcad." 'ilte judgc "soid onc of the mosi 
cliilling rrspccis of ihc case was 'ihc random way in  which ihc victim 
was sclcc~d.'" 
Two youihs escapcd fcom youih faciliiy. A.J.R. raid hc'd had already 
had rcx wiih an oldtr man in  Toronia. A Jay alier ihe crime, they iold 
policc ihcy had robbcd and killcd him, but a yciu Ialer HarRs said the 
man haû had a knifc and htrd ordcrtd him IO pcrfom fellatio. Viciim 
was "ii single malt homostxual who had a hisiory of picking up 
younger males in various gay *pick-upe arcas" ( U A ,  1992). Howcvtr, 
AJH suid ihai ihe iitun paid ihtm IO have scx oncc bcforc, ihai ihey al1 
endcd up in  bccl lo~cllicr. and didn'i rcn~einbcr what happenui a f lc~ . - 
ihni. v h i m  was a i  actor and C5C Radio comic. 
Viciini mci his killcr a i  La Traque. Hc was siabbai and bcaicn IO dcaih 
in  his Monircal apartmcni. A man awaiiing inal in a New Brunswick 
prison {or a 1998 double murdcr will be charpd wiih ihis murdcr in  
MonIrcul. 

Viciim was siabberl und beriicn to dcaih in  his condo on Nun's island. 
Ibund bound. Unsolvui. A nion awaiiing trial in  a Ncw Brunswick 
prison for a 1998 double murdcr will bc charge4 wiih ihis niurdcr in  
Monireal. 

Viciims üppwcnily owcû monty to accusul. Accuseci shoi Tommy 
Sinioncou dcad rit honic in  Jolicire; scxuol oricnioiion unknown. Thcn 
he weni IO Hawdon and k i l l d  a gay man, Clou~icr, ctiiically woundd 
Clouiicr's lover Dougic, killcd Clouiicrvs moihcr. and killed an oihcr 
iiwrr, StCphane Arcuiid. rcxual oricntstion also iinknown. Accusul 
killcd t i i i iwlf  in front of Hawdon police srution aficr a icn-hour siand- 
off. llc uppnrenily hod a "hi[ list" of 18 othcn, including gay nicn, l l c  
lold police bcforc tic dicd hc was hcading 10 Monireal's gay village IO 

ki l l40 p p l c .  Accusul always camplainul ihoi "guys always laugliing 
ai hi111 hcc~use of his homostmuality." t ic was an ouipalicnt of a 
psyctiiairic hospiial for 6 ycars, and bclongd IV a dhooring club ihai hc 
visird once a wcck in ihc prcvious yew. A ps~chiairisi intcrvicwed by 
policc suid he w u  no! violcnl. I l t  was round ~ i t h  a ,357 magnum 
revolver, a 9-rniii pisiol, 5 0  rounûs of antmuniiion and owncû .22- 
calibre pisiol ui hoinc. Thc gun store manager dl, "None of us cauld 
ilnapin= him doing s o i n t i h i ~  like ihis. tlcappearcd 10 bc so timid. tic 
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Grayca 
Buicr  
(26) 

Danicl 
Lriconlb 
c (37) 

Kennclh 
M c b r -  
I,tOll 

Michel 
Hoguc 
(42) 

Patrick 
Johnson 
(23) 

Pairick 
Paquellu 
alid 4 
other 
inalcs 
urrcsitd 
in 
conncc- 
iion, 
biwn. 16 
and 19 

Rogcr 
Comcau 

Jean- 
Yicrrc 
1.' Abbd - 

coiiiplicii 
y in  an 
m c d  
robbcry 

I si-dcgrtc 
ttiurdcr 

Paquciie 
chargui 
W. niun- 
slaughrcr, 
P. 
Mocdon- 
ald wiih 
aggravai- 
ul assaull, 
3 W. 
conspirac 
Y 10 
comrnii a 
criininal 
uct 

7 

2nd- 
dcgrec 
rnurder 

niurdcr, 
i he oi her 
27 

Guiliy IO 

2nd- 
dcgrw 
murdcr 

Pu- 
qucrie; 
guiliy IO 

man- 
slaugh- 
icr, P. 
Mac- 
donald, 
agsravai 
cd 
assault, 
othcrs 7 

7 

? 

Pascal 
Mucdon- 
ald w u  
scnrrncd 
10 18 
nionths i 
3 = 6  
monihs 
belore 
P.C., bu1 
only 
scrvcd 3 
iiionihs, 
Yüqueiie 
2ycara. 
Oihcrs: 7 
? 

? 

4, I h . ,  18, 
1992, Ap. 
13, 1993; 
Ycniz 1992; 
"Foun h 
Sllspcci;" 
Duckic 
1903; 
llrlonde 
1993 
Wclsh, Jan.# 
13, 1903; 
Bruzao 
1993; 
"Suspcci 
rcinanderl in  
killing;" 
"Er-BC man 
gcts J i  fc 
1crn1;" 
tkMuru uod 
I)nnuclt 
1994 
Picard, k. 
Itl, 1992, 
May 13. 
1993; Pcniz 
1992; 'Tccn 
plcods yuiliy 
in  Jcuih of 
ICOE~CC,** 

Gclbm 1994 

l r t lc r  froni 
H. June 9, 
1999 

Iiiicrvicw 
wiih VV,, 
May I I ,  

;cccni inonihs." Thc nighi k forc  the dcaih, &intttads b&i IWO mcn 
savagcly in  Parc I~foniainc, yclling "Faggoi." Onc 15-ycar-old said hc 
wanid io "dd the park of faggois so childrcn could play ihcre again." 
Anoiher 15-ycar-old lold his lawyer ihat Jews control rnoncy in  the 
couriiry; ihc psychologisi said hc "graviiaid IO skinhead and Whiic 
Powcr groups Io compensale for lack of a laihcr figurc." The 
psyctiiuirisi Cor ihc 16-yw-old said hc ha4 suftcrcd abuse fmm an 
alcohalic faihcr. 

Viciim livcd in a luxury condo, "livcd ihc high #Tu, wcaring ïurs and 
driving a black 1989 BMW." Shc had ha4 a complcic sex change 7 
ycws carlicr, Shc w u  an acon, 6'1"' rpecializinh oo a Jominaidx, 
wiih a repontd 100 regular clicnls and charged bctwccn $350 and $400 
an hour. Shc wcni IO ihc accuscû's api. ai 3 am. in  Norih York, and a 
ccll phonc rccord was iracul. Johnson, a pari-timc jail g u d ,  " w u  
having difficuliy corning 10 orgasm and bccarne nii~ry whtn Baxicr raid 
his tinic was up" afrcr 45 minutes and an argunieni cnsucd. Baxicr 
grabbcrl hcr niace and srun gun 10 stop him. and hc sirangled hcr. 'Ihcn 
tic chopjd up hcr body and put i t  in  s dumpstcr. "Elcvcn days laicr, 
Johnson ~ u w n u l  u Jiurnond ring and Rolc* wuich for S 1650," Pollcc 
qwni IW<; mon~hs l w k h g  for rce boûy in thc dump. tic waa arrcsied at 
his uparimcni wirh a numbcc of self-inflicid slaslr wounds. 
Viciim was killcû ai 390 am. al a rcsi siop ouiside of Joliciit, a 
cruisin~ wca whcrc mcn I w e  sen in  iheir cars and In ihe nearby woods. 
The ieachcr stoppcd on his way honie [rom a pariy and was "rnislaktn 
for a liomoscruul." Thcy siolo $15 and spcni il or1 Frcnch frics. Police 
JUS~CCI thcy wcre ceqwnsible for 60 oihcr aiiacks "ïhc viciirn was 
beiiien, bu1 hc diul  for oihcr rasons. Thai's why ilic charge isn'i 
murdcr," AI ihe buil hcluing, il came out ihar 4 or 5 youihs would go to 
the r d  arca, somciinics wiih ihcir girlfricnds. Gay aciivists criiicizecl 
ihc Jolicite policc for following up ihc invertigaiicn wiih undercovu 
surveillance and ilic anest oCa dozen men i n s t d  OC cracking down on 
gay bnsliing. 11. k t .  Lochance said two undcrcovcr policc officcrs 
wcre louking for cmisers, noi bashcrs, and the o p t i o n  was a grcai 
succers. Yrisciil Macdonald w u  quotul as suying his rtnicncc was 
cxccssivc and ihal hc didn'i fctl rtsponsiblc for !lie dcaih. Paquelrc go1 
2 years. During one of the lririls a judge said ihai hc was also gay- 
bushcr wltcn hc was Young. 
From ihc Edmonion police records. 

Iicaicn and siubbcû uflcr rciuniing humc from u hlonirçrl gay b u  wiih 
uccuscû. Auio siolcn frorn Ctwwûy lioinc und drivcn io ihc gay 
villayc. bivc iiionihs lurcr. finpcrprinis found ai brlrglary marchui prinis 

lacl, 2aa1,2shlI 
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6am, 6ap, 7ab, 
7ec, 8at, I Oaa 1, 
2bb, 3bf, 4bg, 
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fPund 
dcad 
Aug. 3, 
1993 
(20) - 

Robcrl 
l'un- 
chuucl 
(36) 

(22) 

Unsolve 
J 

David 
Muliby 
(47) and 
Hoben 
Gaunî 
(22) 

3 

7 

Tcny 
1:itzsisjlw 
mons 
(291 

Dougull 
MncDon 
-ald (25) 

Maliby: 
I si-dcgrcc 
inurdcr 

151-degrcc 
niurder 

2nd- 
degrec 
niurder 

Maliby 
p l c d u l  
guiliy IO 

Isi- 
dcgrrc 
nwrdcr, 
Gauni 
pkadcd 
guiliy i o  
rnan- 
slaughic 
r 

? 

PlcuJcd 
guiliy tu 
niun- 
slaughie 
r 

Maliby, 
25 yrr. 
bcforc 
P.C. 

Gnuni, 13 
yrs., plus 
IWO morc 
years for 
othcr 
crimes + 
3 = 5  
ycars 

? 

13 yciws; 
no P.C. for 
6-IL? yrs. 

Collisier 
1993; 
Gclbari 1994 
Iniervicw 
wiih VV.. 
May II, 
1999; 
"Monircal 
Bays vow" 
CP Nov, 19 
und Nov. 20, 
1903, Baiilc 
1993 

"Foul play 
suspccicJ." 

dcuih o f  
dcsigncr" 

round ai viciim8s house. Killcr was a prosiiiuie. 

Dcutcn and siabbul d i c r  rciuming l i m e  frorn the rame Montrcal gay 
har us l logut. Unsolvcd. 

7l1e iwo wcni on a crime sprcc i n  Oniario and Quclec. In 1986 Maliby 
itnik dic Ijütiuriiian vicc-consul hosiagc at gunp in i  i n  Oitawa for 15 
Iiaurb, scnicncd 10 eigtii ycars. In a f i lm about ihiti incident, ihe actor 
ponmyrd Mallby as a viciim o f  child abuse wi ih a male lover in ihc 
Kingsion Pcncicniiaq. He and Gauni i nqu i r d  a i  a Siraiford bar about 
finding a roum and was iold ihal "Grass had a m n i  and ihat he was a 
honioscxual who prefcrrul young men." Maliby dtridcû JO kill Grass, 
boughi a harnmcr ôcforc going IO lhc viciim's home ihc following 
cvcning, and h i i  ihc vicilrn on thc htad wi ih il 15 limes, ' Ihty siolc 
cloiliing and jcwclry and siolc his cw Grass was a props-rnaktr and 
gay rigliis activisr, Maliby said hc ki l lcû hirn "10 avcngt ihc scxual 
ubusc hc suffcrui as a youih," whcn hc workcd as prosliuio, and said, 
"li'r i inie ihert was iusiice for viciims and iheir faii~ilies." Hc  also 
u k u i  for ilic Jcaih penalty. saying that hc fcl i  "dead insidc." 
Gay mun wiik AlDS w u  beaicn i n  a Frcûcricton cruising arca by morc 
ilin; one asrnilnni, who kickcd and punchul hirn npcatcdly i n  ihc 
srotnach, ribs und hcad. Vici im didn't rcpr i ,  bccainc ill, couldn'l cal or 
slccp, iiiiinune systciii dcicrioraiul rapidly. 5 wceks lnicr his broihcr 
siuiccl iliai ihc baslicrs should gci an AlDS icsl, Viciirn iold hia broihcr 
bcfore Iic d i a l  ihai ilit riiiackcrs werc sirangen. 
Mcninlly handiciippcd goy man, wi lh ihc capacily of a IO-year-old, 
Uoûy fuund Apri l6, 1994 i n  Cunfdcraiion Park, Ihmaby, 

SCC Auy. 4, 1903 

The viçiiiii. un inicriur dcsigncr, brouglii il ic uccusul Io  Ibis hoiiic. 
Ihcrc was cvidcncc tlial ilic viciim grive the accusrd ulcohol and 
Voliuiw, ihcn "'poscd yucslions' ihai rcsultcd i n  the fuial aiiack, which 
includcd a scvcrc hcuting." Ucfcncc said "his cliciii was 'nciihcr 
hoiiii~pkotiic nor unii-~ianioseauül Y.  rrccuscd "sinnui a smiill firc i n  a 
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1 s luwi  b c f w  leovinp itic housc wiih ihc viciini'i v i~ lmcnrscl ic  
recorder." 
I I  wos on  parole for a niansluughier conviciion whilc i n  prison, He 
marricd a Kingston w o n m  6 monihs beforc his r t l w i c ,  which l o s i d  
ien Jüys bcfurc nioving i n  wiih a woman, sicaling $10,000 o f  jcwcllcry, 
und Jisappcaring inio Toronto's gay comniuniiy, whcre h t  met Htberc, 
who w u  i l l V  positive. 1.  robbul banks 10 gct cocdnc and me1 Rasky, 
a rt i ircd dcniisi wi ih a crack prnblcm who had beeii cvicieû for not 
paying his rcnt and m o v d  i n  wi ih R and H. R. hail prcviously b t t n  
beaicn i n  ihc prcvious wceks becoust o f  drugs. R. rcalizcû F. had 
rohbcd banks IO gel moncy for cocainc, and ihreaicnul Io  cal1 police. P. 
was Iiigh, repo iu l l y  b iabbd and bludgcond R. whilc H. lwkcû  on, i n  
a bascmcnt Iwkc r  rooni of ihc apt, building on July 30. A homicide 
dcteclivt said, "1 wil l  go as far as IO Say ihai i n  Mr. Rasky's case, il had 
i ioiliing to do with his scxual oricntaiion, It  wasn'i gay bashing." P. and 
11. fld i o  Montreal by train, robbeû and ki l lcd a cab driver, ihcn wcnt 10 
Oitaws. Tltcy wcrc rcportcd i n  ihe media sr '7he (iay Bonnia and 
Clyde." ï ï i c y  wcnt i o  locul gay bars and baihliouses and rnoved into o 
rooming house. On Aug. 1, in an abandanul resiaurani, P. look vials o f  
IL 'S bled nnd injccted il in10 his own vcins. Sayiiig ihai H. couldn'i 
fucc poing i o  prison. i ?  siranglcd H. wiih a T-shirt, sluck a bulcher 
bladc in io Iiis hem, cal lu i  9 1 1, injccicd cocriine, i l ~ c n  wcnt i o  a police 
siaiion and told ihc rtceptionisi hc had Lilltd a maii: "li'a got IO stop, 
l'nt t i r 4  uf killing pcaplc." evcn ihough he dcscnbcd H. as "itic ba i  
iiian I cvcr mi" and said thcy haJ formccl "a broihcrhood o f  the 
duonicd," hc a s k d  his Iriwycr "IO correct whai hc rlairncd wcrc 
crroncous ncws r c p m  about his rclationship wi ih H c h . "  Alihough 
IL'S Criends ray II. was i nh tuakû wi ih i?, F *'chanrtcd;rtd lhcir 
rcluiionsttip f i  Cricndly, Guenin said. 'Mc said hc's no1 gay,' 
I5i;~siiiimuns wunicd to mukc Iiis scxual prcfcrcncc known bccaufe 'il 
iirakes a diffcrenct i n  itic way you'rc i r a t u l  i n  pr imn ..."' Killed 

7 

hiinsclf Mu. 29, 1995. 
ï l i c y  i i ici  i n  a bar, and e n d 4  up i n  an isola id uca. Mtdical cvidcncc 
inrli&d xxua l  iicfiviiy look &act. Accuscd is an ma icu r  boxer, said 
a scxual udvance look plocc, and flew inio a rage. Dcfcnsc raid accuscd 
wus i n  a "liiinor IO iircdiuni rarigc" honioscxual puitic, Crown rc fc r rd  
i o  viciiii i as an "adniittcrl honioscxual." Dcfcnso ponrayui h lm as an 
"aggrasivc hurnorcxuirl" undcr ikc influcncc o f  bciozt. A l  scnlcncing, 
i l i ret people [rom hi6 Sirsk. homclown wcrt askd if he show4  
honiorenual tcndcncics, und in wriiien biaicnicnts; "Absolulcly noi. 
tvrry lovcd k W . ,  t i c  was not in tc rc r id  i n  boys or men... had an 
inicrcsi i n  mcciing girl5 ... a nornid iecnagcr." 
Accusui pun lpd  23 noils in10 his b a i  fricnd's hetd wiih a nail gun. 
Suid hc Iwd bccn obused as a cliild, he and viciim hnd b e n  Jrinking for 
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uurli raid hc tiüd muny girlfricnds and "lit alwnys Iiad a picrure of u 
prciiy girl in tiis wallci." 
Viciirn wiis a drag quccn ut locul bars, and had workcd as a prosiiluic 
und an cscan. 0ncpcrson inicrvicwcû said hc'd ban living in a housc 
wiih a noiivt woman and hcr kid. Accusui dicd of a niplurai spleen In 
his homc. Accurcû was ancslul a couple of monihs aficr dcsih and 
plcadcû guilty to ninnsloughicr. I hc  police said ihey wcrc l inu id io 
whai ihcy could caplain because "WC proieci the pdvacy of Our victims 
- dcceasd or alivc." nit lcilcr: "1) Scxual oricni~lion played no prri 
in ihis hoinicidc. Thc viciini and ihc accuscd wcrc casual acquainianccs 
for aboui sin monlhs pnor Io ihc incidcni. nieir comrnon inicmis had 
noihi i i~ io do wiih scx. 2) Moiivc for ihc homicide was revcngt. To 
righi a perccivcû wrong. Thc irccusui was undcr Ihc influcnct of 
alcohol and wrangly bclicvul ~hn i  the victim had rnolcsicd a child of a 
niuiuirl fricnd. Thck was no kumophobic maiivc." 
Viciim killcû in  a imilcr in  Pnncc Gcorgc; n i e  vistim siaricd talking 
"fag ialk," ihcn "... his hand bmshd up againsi niy Icg ..." Accus4 
riabbcû hin) wiih a kiichcn knife. Ai Irial, an unknown spcciaror said, 
'Therc's ioo nisny lies hcre, J have io gci oui." 

Expert evidence ihot accuscd wns in dissociaiivc riaic; may have bccn 
iriggcrcd by alcohol or a homoscxual aûvancc. Niide viciim siabbcd 68 
iimro, bis icsiiclcs wcrc siuffd in his mouih, his !mis was nevcr 
rccovercû, The advunce iheory w u  found IO bc '<:ircumsfan~ial and 
icnuous." Viciim's cloihcs ncaily foldcd bcforc aiiack. 
Killul in his housc. Pound bound. Solvcû. n i e  victim was a Caiholic 
pricsi. I l i c  p l icc arrcsid2 men, one of whom wss 17. 

Accusecl said kt f in i  nwi Pling whilc hiichhiking in ihc Gay Villagc. 
I l icy wcnt homc und hc was paid for bcn. Aficr itirrt hc askcd a 
siorcowncr if lic wanied to buy sornc clccrronic equipmcnt; lhc Crown 
argucd ilic killirr& was prcnicdiiaiul. n r c  sccond h c  ihcy goi iogcihcr, 
the accuscd said viciini askctî hint IO tic him up oii his M. Viclim d i d  
of ruphyiiiuiion, on his sioninch following sirangulaiion wiih ibe bel1 of 
tiis bailirabe, mppul fivc iirncs around hir ncck. Accus4 w u  inscning 
Jilclo and pulling on I i i s  ncck: " l i e  iold me IO squezt Ihc beli..," 
lkfcncc urgucd it wns "aulu-crolic asphyxialion." Crown said il was 
ntorc ihuri kiiiky scn, sincc i l ic  circunifcrcncc of ilic bcli wur 35 cm, 
c~rci~iiifcrcncc of ilic ncck wus 37, I l c  did no1 cul1 un linil~ulnnce, and 
tic dsçidul IO iiialie ii look likc a robbcry; siolc compuicr, VCK and CD 
playcr, inoncy and CU, la buy drugs. Abandoncd ciu in Toronto, visilcd 
Ibis düughicr for 10 niinuies, returncd 10 Montrc~l and called viciim's 
lii,ciic iwice; dcicciivc unswcrcd, and askcd i f  l ic \vus a hontoscrusl, 
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"l'ni kind ai  boih," hc said and hung up. Fingcrprini an pop canin 
viciim's car wus imccd io accusui, who by now w a  in  ihc hospita1 aficr 
drinking six glasses of aniifreeze. l ie  was arrcsicci in the haspiid, and 
1ri4 IO kil l hiniself again. A fricnd said he was upsct that people found 
out he was having sex with nicn. ln the media, viciim was said to have 
hcpaiiiis Ki, "usually associatd wiih scxual promihcuiiy" and a 
collcciion of 120 male pornographie videos: "Fricnds swggesicd his 
sexual bchavior had h o m e  cornpulsivt, and ihcy wcre espccially 
Jisircsscd by his cltoicc of sircct-loughtnd irndc." Accuscd rcfuscd IO 

plcad guiliy IO second-degrcc murder. He appearcd riunned ai verdict: 
"Whnt's going an? is ihis possible?" tlis lawycr haid hc was shockd 
and hüd hopcd for na1 guilty, or conviction of a lcaawcharge. Dcfence 
arguai p l i cc  illcgully obiuinui ~iuicmcnis frorn wcuscû white in  
trospiral aficr suicide attcnipt.'Wie QCA said the trial judgc e n d  in  i11e 
Jefiniiion tic gnve Io the jury of conscni and forcitile confintmcni." 
Accurd said, "1 ani noi cr killer and I will ncvcr adniii ta bcing ont. 
Whai hapwnd was an accident. Hc askd for il io happcn .... l 'm noi . - 
the vicii";, rny daughicr is ihc viciim hcre." 
A Cluence ffoicl guest rcponeû problern, policc ft~und W y  on ihc 
roof. Savoy icrtifilcd h t  Lkd vbgt for oral sex, tliinking she was 
woman, ihcn sskccl for iriicrcourse and was iold hç was a man, Claimcd 
tic was infuriaid and provokcû. Media: "Murdu case had a twist 
reniiniscent of Crying Oame." Thcy mci a i  Cclebiiiics. Kendra was 
prc-op, on hormones. The police press rclcasc said, "A man found in  
women'a btrrck siockings." The p l i c c  found ropt in ihc klller's hotcl 
room, and fuund his Iingcrpnnts on certain pages OP the "Jünk Pages," a 
sen nlagwine ihat katurcs rrûs for transsexuel escons, He nicl hcr si  
Cclcbriiics, Vancouvct's largesi gay bu, whcrc ihcrc wcrc witneascs 
who raw hirn pick hcr up, n icy wcic iogcihcr for ihrce hours, and look 
o cab ia  his huicl, whcrc hc sirangld her and draggul ihe body onio the 
roof. lksyiiic al1 ihis cvidcncc, the dcfc113an1 SM clsimcû in  coud ihat 
tte didn'i know rhc w u  a trunsscxual and panickcd (tnicruicw wiih NN, 
May I l .  1999). 
Many icsiificd ihat Bnrdlty and viciim wcre lovent bu1 Bradley dcnied 
il. Al14 nicn l i v d  io&cr. Urndlcy snid Jason and ihc youih beai the 
vicliin to deaih. in a plea bargain, the youih testificû ihai Bradley 
pariicipatd in  ihc bcating, but Bradley maintaina! h t  ncvcr slruck a 
binglc blow. The youih w u  a kcy Crown wiincss ugainrl Bradley, but 
Coun hcard ihc youili had lid lo police, bcaicn his girlfricnd and forcul 
hcr inio prosiitulion. A wiincss snw lh t  viciim bound and nakcd frorn 
ihc waist down, his pa is  discolourd, and hcard tnoiining corning from 
ihc downsinin. Iiradlcy ririppcrl tho body of the viclim, who had 
workul us a prostiluto and w u  a crack addici, and put il in a steamer 
irunk. 1i look him 6 days IO dig the hole, and usml acid 10 bum ihc 
b l d  on ihc bruetnent flwr: "11 wus hnrd IO gel him inio ihc trunk." 
Ocfcncc yuestioiiui "why Bredlcy should be ~ c c u t d  for murdcr 
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whilc IWO oilicrs -- who par~icipaid more nciivcly in tlw bcating -- havc 
IiuO ilrcir cases scitlui wiih guiliy plcas 10 rulucul chiugcs." Ncar the 
cnd of i l re trial. Crown offcred Bradley a p i l i y  plcu Io manslaughicr, 
bui il w u  rcfuscd. Thc jury acquiitul Bradlcy. ûclincc sahi hc 
dcliberaicly wcni for w all-woman jury "bccausc of  ihc homoscxual 
ovcnoncs in ihis case, womcn are less likcly IO bc ltomophobic ihan 
mcn." Thcre was a cornrnunity vigil aficnvards. 
Found "Iying on his kiichen noor. He had b a n  siabbcd rcpeaiedly in 
the Tue and-chcst wiih a knife, which w u  Icfi i n  hir body: Tbcr~wcra 
no signs of forcd cntry.'' Unsalvcd, The case causcd an ouicry in  iha 
quccr conimunity, which deiitandd a meeting wiih ih t  police. 

Viciim Iiad Lnuwn eccuscû for scvcral y m .  Viciim was aiabbul 146 
iinics. Arlvcniscd fur free M y  massages for malw and recretly 
vidcairpcû kis scxu~l cncountcrs. A vidca image of Iiis killcr was 
rclcarcd to ihc press. A i  the scnicncing hcaring, thc viciim's fricnds 
wcrc infuriatd thrit Crown Jid not challenge a slaicmcni by the dtfcncc 
lewycr, rcad in  coun, ihai irnplicd thni ih t  viciim had prcviously 
scxutilly rrbuscû Young. 'Thcy ho& allowcd ihe dckndani'i siaicrncnt 
tlwt Iic iiiiplii have bccn undcmp a i  the iiinc uf rhcir fint cncounicr 
soinc fivc ycars beforc ihc murdcr, This w u  no1 possible, as hc was 
now 26. Young also appsrtnily siabbcâ a iranssexrial woman beforc 
ihis. "Encouniers"; "As pan of his operaiion, Cuniick took vidcoiapes 
for his files..." 

Accuscd wcni io  sevcrul Victoria bars, including IWO gay bans, whcre 
ihcy mci ihc viciiiii und ihc viciiiii's lover Lyczek, All weni to ihc 
viciini's hotisc; Lycck raid Marshall iriul io  mpc liim, but hc rcsisted. 
l.ycck w u  sniashed on ilte hcud wiih a bottlc and riranglccl wiih a 
iclcplionc cor4 but survivd, t l i l l  w u  sirangld wiih k b r n w ' r  bcli. 
li iook four niinuics for Hil l IO die (ihc bcli was ripplicrl and rc lcwd 
bcveral iimes). ?hc y robbeci the houtc and escapl. Crown ncccpted 
lcsscr uffcnce bccausc of ihc high lcvcl of inioxicaiion of accuscd. 
&lomtc said ht'd b e n  scxually abus4 as child, Lycck raid inicni was 
IO gay-bulr (rubbcry secondary). 'Ihc Crown and Saanich Policc said 
ihcrc w u  no cvidcncc IO suppon gay-bashing, and if ihcrc had bccn 
"ihc Cruwn wuuld ctflainly pu1 ii forward IO ihc cc~ur~ as .,, an 
eggravaiing facior." I'ilmcr J raid ii was closcr io inurdcr ihan an 
ticcidcnial killing. 
7 1 ~  IWO men, unknown iu  tach oihcr, got into art argumcnl in a gay 
aficr-liours club uficr Gilciic, wlro snid l ic wuî hcicrosexual, ruid the 
viciiin "niade a pass ut biiii orid grabbecl his buiiocko ... Wlrcn Gilritc 
rcjccid Iiis advonccs, Kirby bcgan yclling nicial insulis," sparking a 
figlii whcn boih incn lefi ihe club. "Kirby bled Io rlcaih nficr k i n g  
punclicd and kickcd in ilic hcod.,. Gillcite wus sccii bpiiiing on Kirby 
irficr kicking hini icpeatedly." Ocfcnce nnd Crown, in a joint slalcmenl, 
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agrecû ihat Gillciic ncvcr inicndcd i o  k i l l  him, thai ihc docior, "by his 
words and conduci, provokcd a fighi" wiih Gillciio, and thal Kihy was 
a biscxunl wcll-known in  ihc club as "an obnoxious drunk who ofien 
cousd problcmî for oihcr patrons and, on occasion, had i o  bc askd  i o  
Icavc." lki. Clarence Cook said, "Alihougk homcscxuals arc known io 
f rqucni  ihc club, Ihc bcaiing wns noi a gay-bashiiig." In Fcb. 1998, 
Gilciic rk ipwd parole aficr s w i n g  four ycars o f  his 5-ycar tem. 
NN: "Shc was niurdcrd i n  hcr uponmcni. In  thc press relcasc il said 
ihai she u d  to bc a man. Shc Id a life rcmovcû fmrn the strcei. She 
hiid leen ps i -op  for ineny ycurs." 
Middlcioii: rr ncighbour said, "1 didn't renlly know hcr,,, Shc had a nico 
iïgurc, but hcr voice was always a lirilc hoarsc." 

Viciiiii w u  found dcud in  his huinc widi a bullci holc i n  his hcad. Two 
Crown wiinessa snid ihcy wuuld buy dnigs from him oftcn. Thc 
viciiiri was a wcll-known homoscxual, and they "regularly rcbuffcd hia 
~ x u a l  OVCC~U~CS whilc gciiing ihcir dmgs ... he never Sorced the issue or 
offcrul dnigr in  rciurn Cor scx." 
S i p  allcgcû u scxunl ocluancc and stabbd viciim in  ihc ncck wiih a 
gun-cleaning r d  and sirnnglul him. Arcand was; gay "and known 10 
inviic yaung men avcr IO his famihouse ncw Kcrnpivillc for drinks.., 
Sipcs was exircmcly Jnink ... rccsllcd waking nakcd to find ihc scmi- 
clad Arcand niuking a pass ai hini." Sipes wcighcd 300 Ibs. 7hc 
viciini's faniily snid ihc police wcrc afler Sipes for drugs, and wcrc 
rnorc cowcrncd ribout ihei than thc killing. Viciiiii kcpi rnoncy in  his 
house, and WBS an alcaholic. Probably a robbtty. 
Viciini w u  found dcad ai 10 p.m. from a single siab wound in his 
laundry rooin. "Wilson f a i l d  i o  answcr ihc door for a 7 p.m. dinncr 
p u y  ai his aparirncnt ..." "Wilson was a former ilicatre manager ai the 
lJuyvicw Playhouse ... Wilson and Michacl Vedc~~ncocur.,.. wcrc boih 
ac&c i n  M ~ Ï ~ ~ * s  sinall gay iheairc comrnuniiy." 
Accusd huJ known ilic viciim quiie a while. Tl i~ iwo men drank for 
scvcrul liours. Accuscd saih hc awokc i o  find viciim with knifc 
fondling his gcniials and kickcû him IO dcaih wii l i  his combat boois. 
l k i i i r d  ha i ing ilic viciiiii acveriil nionilis prcviously. Social workcr 
icsiilicd accuscd Lntw viciini was gay. Jrrreniko; ",,.ihc dcad man was 
known os 'a prciiy nicc guy. Uui h t  w u  ii homasexual. Ilc hed a habii 
of Iiiiiing un guys whcn hc wos dnink. Hc'd iakc thcm up to his raom 
loic, givc iliciii drinks, thcn Iiii on ihcm.'" (accorciing l o  onc clicni ai a 
slrccl drop-in1 
Ap. 25: ".. . Sessions ... bragged about ihc incident io scvcral fricnds and 
nçquainienccs Iaicr ihui evcning." Ap. 26: "Scsrons carlicr iold coun 
hc is hcitroscrual. but has gay fricnds and is no1 Iiomophobic.., 
Sessions odiiiiiiul-hc 'iold ~nkn i ru ih '  whcn hc inii ial l i  was quesiionrd 
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by p l i c c  alter k i n g  anestul thc ncxt morning. I lc  made no mcniion Io 
ufficcrs uboui the viciim atiacking hlrn wiih a knifo ... fligglund 
suggcsiul Scssions concocid ih t  stoiy only aftcr..," Sladc 1997; ",,, 
should not have p e m i i i d  quwiioning rcgarding prtvlous assaull ..." 
Body iuund on lmke Qniario's shorclinc bcliind the Sunnysidc Pool. 
"Ait ulttrbay fouitd rho hud druwnul und iIi#i iho imprinir on hcr ncck 
wcrc IcCi by a would bc rirunglcr." Shc was a Ialdan, a proriiiuie in 
Purkdidc, and a crack nddicr. 

A man ww surpcctt<l of killing ih t  viciim, whosc badly dccomhcd 
body wirs found by s hikcr in &intau Park in ai. 1994. ~ i c i i m  w u  
lusi sccn divc Aug. 17, ihc Jay bcfore suspcci was arrcried, carrying 
ihc dcad man's I D  and personal ôclonglngs, ai tha Oiiawa Wrpon, wiih 
a one-way iickct !O Fiji. The suspcci has a long rccorô, and was out on 
$5ûû bail, attcrnpiing IO skip an Aug. 23 court date for charges of 
aassauliing a policcwonian and posscssing a 9 min pisiol u d  i n  a bank 
robbcry. 'Thc ruspccl was aciivt in Monircnl's gay community and 
iiici I)tsrositn; eurlicr ihis suinmer." 
Viciim and accubul met al a gay bar, I t f i  In a cab, boughl beer, wcni 
buck IO viciim's place, playcd carda and had sa. Accustd said viciim 
gevc hini his bank card to pay the SM), bui ihc card wouldn'i work, so 
hc wcni io a bar, drank, conrumd cocainc and wcni baçk and k i l t 4  
hiin. t ic was pariially nude, hir handr wcre bound wiih elecirical cord, 
I i i s  ftci wcre bound wiih shoclaccs and hc was gagged wiih a dishiowcl, 
und stubbd 6 aimes. Hnwevcr, the hcadlinc rcad, "Ex-Winnipegcr 
ilackcd IO lkaih." 

Accuscd mci viciim ai iho Duficrin; thcy had bcen drinking for hours, 
I l tcy wcni IO viciini's aparimcnt, and Gilroy claiinul viciim iricd io 
rupc hinu whcn viciiin came oui of iho showcr, Viciim siabbcd M1 
iinics; iive b l d y  kn iva wcre faund, 3 of which wuc brokcn. 
Accus4 said hc was cmotionally, physically abuscd as a child, scxually 
abuscd by an unctc. Crown fclc 5-year senience appropdntc, Although 
ih t  victiin die4 wiiliin seconds of bcing stabbeJ in die hem, the accusai 
inflictu1 60 riub or rlash wounds. Thcrc was no cvidcncc Io suggcst lhoi 
ihc viciini had a wcapon. A psychiairist siafcd ikai during an interview 
in çusioûy, Gilroy ncvcr incniioncd ihai ihe vicliin had tricd IO rape 
hiin; howcvcr, by ihr: h i c  the cwc was sciilul, Gilroy claimcd ihat he 
Iiud ken  wurding uif a scxuiil cü-sauli. Crown Counscl Craig Dykcs 
uyrccd iliut a fivt-ycu prison icrin for inunslaugliicr wiis appropriait 
bccuust Iic "couldn'i diiprovc Gilroy's cluiin ihai hc was provokul in10 
killing itic viciim." 
l~sb iun  prosiiiuic in  Pukdalc, round wnsticd up on a Toronto beech, 
i~ükcd f r h i  tlic waisi Jown. Siriinglcd. 
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Victim w u  lasi sctn rit Trixx, si~iing with IWO nicn, 25 and 35, wiih 
Frcnch acccnis. He lcli rhc h u  wiih onc of ihem. tlis baiicred body 
war found in a Hosulalc ravine. 2 suspecls wcrc quuiiontd, bu1 na 
arrcsis wcre mede. 

Thc victim was a popular acior. He 'picked up IWO men ha ihoughi 
wcrc prosiiiulcs in ihc Gay Village." He was siabbed io deaih a d  
mbbeû of $350. Solvui. 

Accus4 wcni IO buy dmgs froni viciim, snid viciini open4 his 
baihrobc and dcmandul scx. Said he los1 conirol, bludgeoneû and 
siranglcd Iiim wiih a iclcphonc cord, ihcn riole hi* car and crcdil cards. 
In policc inicrvicw, police h in id  ihai maybc he didn'i go ihcrc IO kill 
Iiiin, riinybc sortierhirrly clre happenul, but hc should explain for his 
fiancee's sukc, who would have to explain io friei~ds thai accus4 " w u  
a fruit." Co~~inwnity souccc SOYS accuscd had a rcp for rolling queers. 
Viciiiii was clwcied, l ikul rough iradc, cniised, but was ponruyd by 
ihc wû ia  us a saint. 
CIa: "Guniilcy apologimi IO ihc Mclvcr family h r  thcir loss but 
inbirtcil Iic i s  iiui guiliy." t lc had cscapul cusioûy tlrc wcck bcforc on 
his way IO court. 
Goniilcy's fricnd, Mdic Clarkc, said "Gary's not gay ... hc's not a hg. 
tic look olfcncc ..." 
Accusai had bccn living wiih viciim for stvcral wccks. Viciirn found 
nukul on kis bul wilh his ncck sloshcû. Aficr iht two-wctk inal, iht 
jury Jclibcriiid for 49 hours, Police said ihai duiing an intcrvicw 
accusul said, 'The knifc, I slill havc ii." Ai irial, accuscd claimcd he 
wos ai ihc p i n t  of bcing rapcd ai knifcpoini. Awusd said viciim was 
a gay pi i i~p and said, "1 w u  offcrcrt a guiliy plca, bu1 ... 1 am not guiliy ... 
II i s  noi likc 1 ain a killcr or anyihing likc rhat" (Rogcrs 19%). At 
uppul, Cruwn raid hcre was insufficicni evidcnce 10 prove 
provwution; provocaiion rhauld noi havc bceri I t f i  to ihc jury at all. 
Moldavcr JA disagrd. ïïit OCA orclerccl a ntw trial a h  Lego1 Aid 
iuniul down the accuscd iwicc io pay for the appcal. "David Bull, a 
Crown couiiscl in ihc Provincial l irw Office.. . bclitvcd that Mr, Gilling 
Iiiid such s g o d  case ihnt hc a s k d  Mr. Justice Michacl MolJavcr lo 
uppini n luwycr Cor him ai ihc province's cxpenst," One ground for 
uppcal WBS thai the inal judgc "didn'i adcquaicly cxplaln Iht dcfence of 
provocation io ihe jury." Also, "Wilmoni Gilling, ihc accusui's faihcr, 
tcsiifid thei his son Stcvcn lrad soid ihat Sicvcn tiad had a confrontaiion 
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iii i l ie point uf bciny rupl."' ... ihc j u d  "didn'l inmuci 111; jury 
propcrly about a videolap4 rlaicmcnt by Mr. Gilling." 
Viciini niay have nici accu4 in a gay bar. nic  hotel cxecuiive was 
asphyxiutcd and btaicn with a cylindrical objeci, siuffcd inio a irunk in 
tiir apnririicnl.. tiiink and crcûii c d s  stolen. Policc kcpi quiet for a 
wcek, but finolly issud a warning to press: "A killcr on ihc loase." 
tlickcy CounJ ui Wrcck licoch shorîly aficnuard. Showd no remorac, 
uffcrcd no cxplanaiion, suid hc was r a p 4  ai agc 12. Tho Province 
Iieadlinc: "Guy liushinfi 'Psyclio' on ilie I~~oosc." 
KilleJ nt his hoine. Solvd. 

A goy riian was mnulul 10 dcath by Iwo Arnerican Siafforûshire ierricn. 
Onc was put dawn a wcek aficr the dearh. "Billy \Vcaver, Pctcr's 
roon1niaie und iht owntr of ihc dogs, is siill in custoûy awaiting trial!' 

Body, wrappcû in a iarp, found in lane. The Imnsrexuai prostituic w u  
lui sccn gciiing inio a black pickup al 4 a.m. Chantai was prc-op, 
taking homiones. Aciivist cornplaincd police rclcbsed mugshoi of 
Chantal, focusing on hcr prcviaus rccord. "Heavy-$ci whiic male wiih 
dark brown. collar- lcngth hair and rtccding hairliiie" soughi, 
Aird 1995: ilcr family would no1 daim ihc body. 
Johnson: A meinonal vigil w u  hcld, aticndd by lmliccr, mdia and the 
cammuniiy. 

Victim wiis found in his apumcni with his hcad bcaicn in. He w u  a 
hcirvy driiikcr und fricnds suy hc didn'i frqucnl the gay con~rnuniiy but 
riiade coniircis ilirough gay newspapcr persona1 nds. 
Palice Sound a 28-ycor-old nwn siabbai io desth. '"Jlicrc was no 
indication ihc nian wea robbed or ihai the atinck w u  a gay-buhing 
incidcni." 

15-year-old k i l l d  a 55-ycar-old in Shawinipn. Accurcd chirncd a 
hoinoscrual udvance. Accusd was apparanily a prosiiiule. The media 
pnnyed ihc victirii as u dirty uld nian. Stx appatcnily iook placc. 
Jcan Cblt of thc QPF said il wwn'i a gay-bashing. The wholt crime 
sccnc Jidii'i lit wilh i f i t  younB nion'r vcrrion of cvcnls, 

Two irensvcsiiics, Kecgm and Wilkinson. wcre k i l l d  wilh ai teas1 one 
bullci in ihc hcadi A f&nalc prosiiiuic was also killcû al ihc same iimc 
in the sonw fwhion; ulI ilic bodies wcre discovcrcd wiihin houn of cach 
uihtr. Wiihin IWO wuks Marccllo Palina ha& bttn arrwid in Halifax 
and brougtir back IO Turoiilo. A hairdrcsacr baid ilir riccused "tr iul  io 
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son (3 1 ) pick Iiirn up on ihc sircet ont nigtit abaui iwo ycars ago and latcr soughi 
unsuccusiuHv IO huvc scx wiih him." Hc i s  a fcmalc imncrsonaior and 
was walking homc down Church SI. when ihc acciiscd cioppul in  hi6 
INC~, chatid and gave his pagcr nuniber. The impcrronatar phoncd 
hiiii and ihcy mci, and ihe accuscû wantuî 10 have rem, but the 
impersonaior iumul him down. Nier  ihrec ycars of legal wrangling, 
the casc hus now coinc Io irial. A Toronio police officu said ihcso wwc 
no1 considcrul haie crirnu. 
K i l l d  ai his honic. Found in his undcnvear wiih t h  ihroat slashcd. RCal 
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"L'lialicnne" was k i l l d  at his home. Unsolvul. I ~ X C ~ ~ V C  violcncc, 
nuincruus knifc wounds. 

Openly-gay man d isnppcû from his home. Sonitonc picked him up 
bu1 his roornninics didn'i sce who ii was. His body was found 
srnouldcring in a dumpsicr 2 days lattr. His roommaicr raid ho 
iinswtrul pcrsonal ads. 
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Killcd PI his home. Unsolvuî. Exccssivc violcnct, numerous knife 
wouiirls. 
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Accusul said viciim grabbu! his gcniials so had IIC raw stars, made 
advunca un rcvcral occurions, and punchcd, ctiokd and jumpd on 
hirii wvcml iinics. Accusul broke 24 of the viclint's ribs and his 
sternum; h t  d i 4  of suifocaiion. Accusul siolc Clukc's moncy and CM 
and dumpd M y  I hour away. Crown wondcrul why he coniinueû IO 

go back to work ihcrc i f  hc was so upsei aboui ihc advances, and askd 
fur bis parole dnic io bc ex~cndcd. Klcbec J noid rtccustd was 1701bs. 
vs. viciim @ 130 Ibs: ' 7hc  dcfcncc of provocaiion was no1 intendcd Io 
crcüie  JI 'open sewon' on homoscxuals ... Tomlinson knew ihat Clarke 
w u  u crossdresscr und Iiiid a rirung daim for Itonioscxual coniaci. tic 
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wus nui cau~lit uffguarû." 
A foniicr dcacon of a Duich Rcrornieû church drovc a choir io Dunphy: 

Nov. 5, 8, 
l999 

I 

Hamilion frorn Wisconsin, whcrc his brothcr was a siate Asscrnblyman. 
Hc w u  found nakd and dcad on his hoicl raom bul, robbed of his 
jcwcllcry niid wallcl. "A brokcn lanip suggcsiul a stnigglc." For ihree 
nigliis hc wcni to n porno n~ovit  housc across ihe sirul from thc moicl. 
On ibc second nighl hc askd for directions IO a g ~ y  bu, and 
approachcd 4 or 5 cusloincrs in the movic housc and asked thcm io 
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conic buck 10 his room for scx. On ihe final nighi hc w u  lasi secn 
hcoding ro anoiher gay club across the sircei. 
tic was k i l l d  ai harnc. Solvul. 

Roni ihc files of ihc Ilclmonion Palice Scniict. 
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1568 East 8th Avenue 
Vancouver, BC 
V5N 1T5 
TelJfax: (604) 874-8674 
victor.janoff @ sfu.ca 

Superintendant 
Edmonton Police Service 
9620-103A Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
TSH OH7 

Dear S uperintendant 

Thank you for your letter of November 23, 1998 with the latest hate crime statistics. Re 
our telephone conversation in the fall. 1 am now conducting interviews for my Master's thesis in 
criminology at Simon Fraser University. My project is a national survey on the prevalence of 
anti-gay violence, and the various approaches and policies that are being taken across Canada. 
To this end 1 am interviewing victims. criminal justice professionals and gay and lesbian 
community members. 1 am also hoping to interview who 1 undetstand sits on your gay 
and lesbian liaison committee. 

I'd like to interview you over the phone in the coming weeks. and am enclosing a Iist of 
questions. I realize that you don't have the resources to answer ail the questions 1 am asking. and 
I know your time is limited, but even providing part of the oved l  picture will be a valuable 
contribution. 

Because of the sensitive nature of this research, 1 am conducting al1 interviews in 
complete confidence under the supervision of my academic committee. The anonymity of my 
interview subjects will be absolute. should 1 ever be requested to name my sources. The details 
are included in the enclosed consent f o m  chat you would need to sign and fax or mail to me (at 
the above) before we could begin the interview. 1 look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely, 





INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 

8. 

I l .  

I understand that your department has been involved in investigating some cases of anti- 
gay violence. By anti-gay violence I am not refemng to acts of domestic violence, but 
rather to violent hate crimes directed towards gay men, lesbians and transgendered people 
because of their sexual orientation. Please descnbe die nature of your work and the size 
of your force. 

How many cases of anti-gay violence have you and your colleagues worked on? How 
many have indirectly corne to your attention? 

Does your department keep track of hate crimes on the bais  of sexual orientation'! if so. 
since when? If not, why not? 

How many cases of anti-gay violence do you estimate have occurred in Edmonton over 
the past ten years? 

How mrtny of these cases can be accounted for by: 

A police report? 
A published account? 
An eyewitness account? 
Anonymous or untraceable calls to a phoneline? 

What would be the ratio of gay male, lesbian and msgendered victirns? 

How many of these attacks resulted in documented deaths? (Do you have references?) 

What patterns and main issues have emerged? 

in your view. does the criminal justice system adequately address the issue of anti-gay 
violence? In other words, do you feel that justice is served? 

in your view, does the media adequately address the issue of anti-gay violence? 

Of al1 the cases of gay-bashing you've encountered, are there any that stand out that were 
particularly : 

Homfic in t e m  of sheer violence? 
Problematic in t e m  of the administration of justice? 
Inspiring in tems of the victim's or community's response to a panicular attack? 

In your view. how best cm anti-gay violence be prevented? 





INFORMED CONSENT BY sUBJECTS TO PARTICIPATE 
IN VICTOR JANOFF'S RESEARCH PRO JECT 

1 have agreed voluntarily to participate in the research project described by Victor. 1 
undentand my participation will involve one or more interviews. 1 undentand the purpose of the 
interviews is to gather relevant experiences in anti-gay violence and that he will use some of this 
information in his thesis andfor other books, articles or papers related to his research. If 1 so 
request, the transcripts will be made available and 1 will be able to obtain a copy of the results by 
wnting to Victor Janoff at 1568 East 8th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5N 1T5. I am aware that 1 
have the right to withdraw from the research project, to refuse to answer any questions. or to 
withdraw anythng 1 have said. Victor has assured me that he will not use the information for any 
other reason than has already been stated. 

The research project is designed in such a way as to give participants the choice of 
remaining anonymous or not. If participants wish to be identified. they can check the appropriate 
box below. Participants who do not wish to be identified can also check the appmpnate box 
below. These participants who prefer anonymity will be protected by the use of a coding system. 
in the event that this information is targetted by authorities. As a participant, 1 am aware that if 1 
have any concems about the way the research has been conducted 1 can contact Dr. Robert 
Gordon, Director of the School of Criminology, Simon Fraser University. 

N.B.: Any information that is obtained durhg this study will be kept confidential to the 
full extent permitted by law. Knowledge of my identity is not required. 1 will not be required to 
write rny name or any other identifying information on the research materials. Materials will be 
held in a secure location and wilI be destroyed after the cornpletion of the study. There is a very 
remote possibility that Victor will be asked by a public body to reveal confidential information. 
In the unlikely event that this does happen. when a reseatcher's academic freedom is chdlenged 
or compromised by a court or other public body. the University is obliged to provide legal advice, 
representation, ancilor indemnification to a researcher in defending against such actions. In the 
unlikely event that these efforts fail, and Victor is ordered to reveal confidentid information by a 
court or other public body. he will make the ethical decision not to do so. 

Please fax the completed form to (604) 874-8674 or mail to Victor ~anbff, 1568 E. 8th 
Ave., Vancouver, BC V5N 1T5. Please check one of the following: 

You may identify me as a participant in this study. 
1 wish to remain anonymous. 

Name: 
Address: 
Telephone: Fax: 

Signature: 
Date: 





W CHEF DE POUCE 

May 17,1999 

Mr. Victor h o  ff 
1568 East 8th Avenue 
Vancouver, B.C. 
vm ES 

Dear Sir: 

Wiih respect to your inquixy regarding your intemiew questions for your Master's thesis, 
the questions have becn reviewed and it is felt bat thehere are too many personal opinions 
reauired. Also, the information you ye seebg ,  regardhg violence, may be obtained 

Prior to having a legal opinion on your consent form for participants, the Sudbury 
Regional Police Service want to advise p u  &at we do not wish to participate in this 





1568 East 8th Avenue 
Vancouver, BC 
VSN 1T5 

gave me your c-mail adilres. She said that you wers involveci with far nimy 
years, and 1 wondered if you might be able to assist me in my research. 

I'm a West Coast activist, researcher and freelance writer (having written for several mainsmam 
publications, as well as The Body Politic, Xtra West, etc.). Now 1 am doing my Master's in 
criminology at Simon Fraser University. The main core of my research involves interviews with 
victims, activists, journalists and criminal justice professionals from across Canada on the topic 
of anti-gay violence and 1 was wondenng if I could interview you for my thesis? I'm also talking 
to the Halifax police department, the AIDS coalition. and , but thought you might have 
other background information that could be of interest. 

At the moment 1 don't have much material on Nova Scotia. There is the report that came out in 
1993, as well as a few clippings on the killings of Greg Jodrey at Acadia University in 1993. and 
the killing of Lucien Bertin in the Halifax in 1990. 

Because of the sensitive nature of this research, 1 am conducting al1 interviews in complete 
confidence under the supervision of Dr. Karlene Faith. The anonymity of my interview subjects 
will be absolute, should 1 ever be requested to name my sources. The details are included in the 
enclosed consent form that you would need to sign and fax or mail to me (at the above) before we 
could begin the interview. 1 hope you will be interested in participating in this interview. 1 look 
forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely, 
Victor lanoff 
P.S. Consent f o m  and questions attached in Word 6.0 





1 undentand that you and your colleagues have published articles about queer-bashing. 
By queer-bashing, 1 am not refemng to acts of domestic violence, but rather to violent 
hate crimes directed towards gay, lesbian and transgendered people because of their 
sexual orientation. Have you or any of your close acquaintances penonally experienced 
queer-bashing? How have these experiences affected you? 
Over the past ten years, how many stories on the topic do you estimate have appeared in 
your paper? 
Using that approximate number of stories as a guideline. how many queen do you 
estimate have been victimized in Adantic Canada over the past ten years3 
What qxould Se the ratio of gay d e ,  Iesbian md ~ansgenderrd victims? 
How many of these cases can be accounted for by: 
A police report? 
A published account? 
An eyewitness account? 
Anonymous or untraceable cails to a phoneline? 
How many of these attacks resulted in documented deaths? (Do you have references?) 
What kinds of difficulties have you and your colleagues had while researching these 
khds of stories? 
Do you feel that you and your colleagues have been able to accurately report on these 
stories as you saw them? 
Have you and your colleagues noticed any patterns in the course of your research? 
Of al1 the cases of gay-bashing you've encountered. are there any thai stand out that were 
particulad y: 
Horrific in tems of sheer violence? 
Problematic in terms of the administration of justice? 
Inspinng in t e m  of the victim's or community's response to a particular 
attack? 
What do you feel are the main issues surrounding anti-gay violence? ' 

in general, do you feel chat the media adequately reports on the topic of queer-bashing? 
in your view, is justice served in cases of anti-gay violence? 
In your view, how best can queer-bashing be prevented? 





1568 East 8th Avenue, 
Vancouver, BC 
V5N 1T5 

Tel Jfax: (604) 874-8 674 

Aug. 6, 1999 

Dear 9 

Thanks for al1 the information during Our recent interview. 1 hope yout sumrner is going well. 
I'rn writing rny thesis at the nonerit and was wondering if you could hclp 511 in a fcw gars for 
me? You made some references to sorne gay-bashing incidents. and now I'd like to get a few 
more details. 

r've enclosed some "incident sheets" that I was hoping you might be able to complete and send 
back to me. elaborating on the violent incidents you and Gens mentioned that 1 am listing below. 
You can put down as much or as little information as you'd like -- these sheets will allow you CO 

elaborate on the incidents themselves without naming nmes or compromising your subjects' 
confidentiaiity - and your confidentidity will continue to be protected through our original 
agreement. 1 hope you're beating the heat (it's nice and cool here). The goal is to try to split up 
the reports listed below into individual incidents. 

Question one: According to the notes you sent me. "It was reported that a young man was 
assaulted at Western and assailants told police it was because he made a pass at them and 
police believed the assailants." This is undated, and assailants is plural. Later on-in your 
notes you Say, "[a male person] phoned asking about lawyen and a case where he was beaten 
up by a gaybasher then charged with sexual assault." This entq is dated 23/3/98. Are these 
two different incidents? I'm enclosing to separate incident sheets just in case. 

h 

Question two: Dated 27/5/97. you've noted, "Clarence has reports of gay bashing. I've 
enclosed a few sepante incident sheets for those incidents if you're able to find out any more 
information. 

Question three: Patnck has two separate reports of gay bashings. On 21/1/97 you note: "A 
gay bashing (Patrick) ouüide 52nd St. Friday 10/1/97." But on 18/2/97 you note, "It was 
reported to Richard that Patrick was aware of other gay bashings outside 52nd St. which were 
not reported." I've enclosed a few separate incident sheets in case you're able to son out 
these facts. 

I'rn enclosing ten incident sheets, and look forward to hearing from you soon. 

With best wishes, 



APPENDIX 1 



Incident # 

INCIDENT CLARIFICATION SHEET 

Where did you get information about this incident? 

a) 1 remember taiking to the victim. 
b) Somebody else told me about it. 
C) From an article or a court case. 

d) Details: 

Did this incident take place after Jan. 1. 1990? 

a) Yes, but I'm not exactly sure when. 

b Yes, and the date is: 
c) No. 
d) There is no way 1 can find out. 

e) Details: 

What Canadian townkity did this incident take place in? 

Date: 

-- 

b) There is no way 1 ~ a n  find out. 

C )  Details: 
6 

4. Did the victim report this incident to the police or the gaynesbian comrnunity? 

a) Yes 
b) No 
C) There is no way I c m  find out. 

4 Details: 

O m R  COMMENTS: 




