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Stanley G. Grizzle, the eldest of seven children, was born in Toronto in 1918. His parents, both 
of whom immigrated from Jamaica in 1911, worked in the service sector: his mother as a domestic 
servant and his father as a chef for the Grand Trunk Railway. Poverty and a lack of opportunit ies 

led Grizzle to the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) in 1940, where he began a 20-year career as a 
sleeping car porter. In 1942, he was conscripted by the Canadian Government, attaining corporal 

status while he served as a medic in Holland. In 1962, Grizzle left the CPR and became the first 
Black Canadian to be employed by the Ontario Ministry of Labour. He ran unsuccessfully for the 
Co-operative Commonwealth Federation before being appointed by Prime Minister Pierre Ellio tt 

Trudeau as a judge in the court of Canadian citizenship in 1978. A devoted activist, Grizzle 
campaigned tirelessly for reforms in Canadian labour, immigration, and human rights policies. He 

was also an avid historian dedicated to documenting and preserving Black History in Canada. His 
collection is held at Library and Archives Canada. (Source: 402546) 
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