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L Cette &tude de recherche tente de comparer 1'adaptation ° ,3

sociale et @&ducationnelle des groupes Khoja Ismailis anglophones

~

et francophones quil, depuis leur arrivée & Montré&al se sont

\ridentifiés avec les communautés anglaise et frangailsc respectivement,

- \ *
Le groupe anglophone se compose de Khoja Ismailis ugandais v
qui vienent a Montr?al lors de 1l'expulsion en 1972 ainst que ceux
" \ - L

du Kenya et de Tanzanie qui ont immigrés dans ce pays en raison

V) ) _ 1'ingécurité politique de ces pays. Le grbupotfrancophone est

¢ * . .

, LS con i1tué de ceux du Zaire, du Rwanda et de la République Malgache.
(:j ' La jrecherche a été concentrée sur les jeunes adultes de la

i l/ communauté Khoja Ismaili qui fréquentaient des institutions

j d'éduéationvpost-secondaire & Montréal, a pleid temps. Les .
o ' ) grouﬁes étudiés avalent généralement entré dix-sept et vingtiquatre
ans. L'échantillon anglophone se composait de 25 particip;nts
1'dtude a dé montré un niveau &levé d'adaption‘sociale des deux
groupes eatud{antins bien due les Khoja Ismailis francophones
semblaient €tre légérement-mieux adaptés sociﬁlement,que leurs homoiogues

-~

anglophones.. Cette léger "pas" % &té attribué & "baggage culﬁurel"

R R

\ ~
différent. Les Khoja Ismaillis anglophones venant d'un milieu ¢

o

e
%

-\ racialement compartimenté d'Afrique de 1'est, tendait 8 se diff@rencier

}‘ plus que le groupe fraﬁcophone dont la plupart  venalent d'écoles

L

‘ . ’ mixtes au point de vue raclalet vivaient dans 3n environngment

e o

] ’ soclalement mixte. . \

N : ~
L - + Par conséquent, & Montréal, ils se sont adaptés plus rapidement.
. ‘ /
E \ Les deux groupes ont &galement manifesté un sens poussé solidarité
- ’ \ 2’ \

(j ! communautaire.
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Vo ABSTRACT
!

) , )
This research study sought. to coméare the educational
and social adjustment of the Anglophone and- the Francopﬁohe
Khoja Ismaili’ groups, who since their qgrivai in Montreal
’ . \

have\1denti§iedvthemselves with the FEnglish and the

.
1

[}

The Anglophone group consisted of. the Ugandan Khoja
Ismailis who came to Mgntreal in the 1972“expglsion, as well
as those from Kenya and Tanzania, who have immigrated to

1

this countrgvas a result of political insecurity in these

' countries/ The Fran¢tophone group constituted those from

. .
Zaire and Rwanda and the ILsland Republic.of Malagasy.
’ X

-The reseaf&nfocuasedgnxyoung lts of the Khoja Ismaili

community who werenvattending imstitutions of post-secondary

education in Montreal on a full-time basis. Those studied‘

were normally between the ages of seventeen and tweﬁty—féur.
The Anglophohe sample consisted of £wenty—five respondents

and there were fifteen Francéphones.
K [ J‘ e
~- A \ -

& N

The study demonstrated a high level of social adjustment

il

of both the student groups though the Francophone Khoja

Ismailis appeared slightly-mpre adjusted socially than their

-k %, .
Anglophone counterparts, This slight 'edge' was attributed

T b g,
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to their differen£

-

S

I

cultural baggage.'

ﬂ

v

3
! .

«fhe-Anglophoﬁe

~

Khoja Ismallis hav1ng come from a, rgcially compartmentalized

s
.

- Mmilieu of East Afripa, tended to beimore,differentiated

C e
than the Francophong\g\ntlnqent mosﬁ‘of whom went to racially”
mixed schools and lived in a sociall mixed env1ronment.
In Montreal, therefore, they have so¢1alized faster. Both
v groups also/ exhibited a strong sense Pf commnnity solidayity‘
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(i) Canada and the Ugandan Fxpellees

- . # R 1 .
w._ On Auqust 7th, 1972, President Tdi Amin of Uganda

¢ . '

,vocalized a "Dream" that he had to the entjire nation,

the consequences of which altered the course of that
=

country's history, According to the dream,'God had decreed
i 1 ~
> 1
that the Asians1 had to leave Uganda, -for they‘had always

. N
exploited the poor Africans and were therefore the enemies ‘

»

of both Uganda and Africa. Thereupow, Amin ordered the

expulsion~of 60,000 Asians.(citizens and non~citizens) from
- - )
Uganda within ninety ?aysz, failing which they would, to

use his own phrase, "be sitting on fire", which meant Naz i

~ ‘. N

style concentration camps, the sites of which he had already

selected in five different areas of thefcountry.
) l\ . .
The Asian,population whieh was homogeneous ethnically

S

was split into two major religious grohps, the Hind&us and

3 ~

the Muslims. The other smaller divisions were the Goans who

{
are all Roman Catholics; and the Parsees who follow the

’3 . )
Zohorastrian faith. ' \ {

¥ . L™ \
o ' i
Whereas the British Passport holders, who happemed to -

be mostly Hindus, were absorbed by Britain just before the "

\ ‘
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. . - i . '
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November 7th deadline, the others. especially those whose

Ugandan citizenship pap

P

s had been revoked by the Ugandan

Immigration Authoritids/ were airlifted either by.thé United

+

o ) ‘ Nations authoritieq to various refugeé& camps in Europe
i . , .

or .absorbed by countrieé e United States, Canada,

‘Australia, Brazil and Sweden,

e

Canada 6ffered'sanctuary to six thousand Ugandan rgfugees3

who were mostlylstateless and belonged to the Khoja Ismaili

ﬂéectq Upon theif arrival in Canada, the majority of the

’ "
Khoja Ismailis decided to resettle in Edé&ish\Canada. Having

. grown up, in British East Africa, all Asians extept for the

very 6id, had acguired at least a fungtional know;eage of the

English langdage. While the generatioﬁs in their thirties ////

I
and forties had Eh@ir schooling in English, the older members ,
[ .

- {

had picked it up through business interaction with their

3

,colonial masters or had some sort of on the job taining. The
.. ' B

v . - . * | . \ -—
refugees felt that their knowledge of English would enable Ve

them to$readjust faster;in the:English“sﬁeaking provinces. -

L4

Also, most’ of them tended to gravitate towards their relatlves,

o

friends or contacts who h&/ﬂ;lready 1mm1grated earller from

East ‘Africa apd had established themselves in the English R /

»

speaking provinces. Some, who had no particular destination

»

.in C%nda} were requested td stay in Mohtreal bj‘the Immigration




Officials at Longue Point, their first stop in Canada. 3

Montreal, therefore, received four hundred - Anglophone
! ‘ o
Ismailis some of whom have since then left for English

- et

speaking provinces. ) -
! B s - . -
R 4 vy » .
g - In 1973, there was another minor wave of Asian expulsion.
B '

This time the ~expellees came from Francophone Africa - Zaire,
N ) Rwanda and Burundi (formerly Belgian colonies) and the

Repubilc of MaiagasY/Qformerly colonized by France).

-

Although Canada absorbed eight hundred expellees as an

..initial gesture,this did not receive any media coverage.

e & , .
Since these nevcomers were all Francophones, they chose to

v

settle in Quebec. The present population of the Francophone

and Anglophéne Khoja Ismailis, according to a survey con-

ducted by a Khoja Ismaili Committee of Montreal, is 1300
- s

member f which three hundred are English speakings.

-

(id) - Theoretiéal Base

Whereas in East Africa, they were a ‘visible'6 minority
in a predomlnantly black African population, in Canada they

- found themselves in a somewhaﬁ{pafallel situation. They were
once again a 'wisible' group in g pregominantly white popula-

tion. In East Africa, the host group tended to identify them

- . o

S
‘
’ g! 4 -
N

/
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as a homogekeous ethnic group and the term "Asian" referring

to anyone from the Subcontinent ofnndiahmoﬂwas domiciled

in East Africa, gained great currency. Similarly, in
: ' {
Canada, the Furo-Canadians have not yet become aware of the

KToja Ismailis, as wéll‘as the other groups of South Asian
~Ehcestry as being religipu;ly or linguistic;lly heterogeneous
entities. They have been classified ‘once again as an
ethnically homogeneous population and terms sucg as "East
Indians"'or "Pakistapis" (the' recently coined "Paki" is

used as a pejorative term for South Asians in genéral),

have been widely applied, not only to the East and Central

African Khoja Ismailis, but to anyone who apSears to have

a claim of Indian ancestry. The Khoja Ismaili community

- in Canada, is in fact, a highly institutionalized community

having its own organizational set-up. Hdwever;“aespite its
significant ascriptive difference basednpafticularly on
religion, it does consider itself a part of thé larger East

* . /.
Indian population which is once again defined by ethnic

'

ascription, sometimes following nationality, sometimes depending

upon cultural indicators, and at times depending upon religion.
Before focussingon the Khoja Ismaili community in the

context of some qther 'visible' minorities, it would be per-

t&ﬁﬁﬁt to analxze the ﬁunctions<>f‘openinqﬁ and ‘closing’

mechanisms of an ethnic group as studied by Comeau and

Yo

\ - R
’ i
i
~ -
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Driedger7. Opening and closing cén be considered as pért

of a shifting strategy to get most of the best information

and less of the worst_ noise. A balance between intake and
outflow of information will produce tﬁe best results for

any social system. When for instance, there is only continuous
intake, there comes a poin; where iniprmation overload sets

s

.

in. It is then that a: closing mechanism is needed.

A model analyzing ethnic communities in the context of

! |

opening and closing mechanisms was developed by Klapp which
il}ustrated that for cultures to survive in a structgrally

and socially opén society, no matter what the .ethnic group,

there would be a need for both opening and blosing mechanisms.

If a group experienced too much intake through opening mechanism,

it would suffer a lack of reinforcement of strong ethnic wvalues A

and a subsequenht loss of cultural heritage. If, on the other

hand, a group had only closing mechanisms, it would remain

esFranged from the mainstream society and be forced to exist

\

i
more or less in isocldtion.
N ~

L

i

8 amplify Klapp's claims that new’

Comeau and Driedger
immigrants must f£ind some po%nts of ethnic subcultural ~ .
identity t¢through mechanisms of closure); otherwise, they will

1

lapse into anomic (marginal) state. They con§ider that three

/ - ' ;

o
&
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vital mechanisms of closure are needed in any immigrant
ethnic group to maintain its communal boundafy which, in
turn, would heighten a sense of\ethnic identity. These %
viéal mechanisms are cultural iéentity, ethnic self identify
The

and institutional completeness. term "institutional

9

v

completeness” was ofiginally used by Raymond Bretohn

\Vitality—facilitating mechanismgs such as churches, synagogues,

voluntary communal organizatiens or parochial educational

systems are all symbols thaf assist in promoting institutional

ol

completeness. \\
{

AN

N

Ethnic Cultural Identificatidﬂ; some dimensions of
— A >

7

¥

s

cultural identification as selected®by Comeau and Driedger were
[} .

endogamy, choice of in-group friends, attendance to churches

and the use of mother tongue at home.:

7

Ethnic Self-Identity: when aﬂmember is proud of his/her‘

ethnic heritage, involved in his/her community, hé will
§
exhibit tralts of self- afflrmatlon as opposed to the one who,

‘as a result of hls feelings of 1nferlor1ty or his need to hide

his cultural identity, would resort to self-denial. Whereas

gelf-affirmation is a’vitality-facilitéiing mechanism, self-

denial is seen as a vitality-inhibiting mechanism that Teads

3
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. £o marginality. Comeau aﬁp"Drledger claim that it is
important for ethnic groups to maintain- a sense of "we".

and "they", else a dilemma of getting "caught between their
' |

identities as members of the larger socieites and their

. . : . - 10
identities as members.of their particular group" (Newman:
228), may result in their falling into a marginal vacuum.

3
The study involving seven ethnic groups, the French,

Germans, British, Poles, Scandipavians, Ukranians apd the
‘,Jews by Comeau énd Driedger indicated that the Jews and the

Frencﬁ-ldAWinnipeg provided examples of etﬁnic groups that

were able to rétain both their own cultural heritage as

"well as adopted characteristics of doMhant society. Their _
vitality-facilitating (or cloéing) mechanisms such as the
churches, synagogues, voluntary associations, cultural ‘
heritage and l%nguage‘(especially with the French) helped

td keep them'culturally distinct (pluralistic and dgfferentiatedfr\

as well as culturally and structurally integrated into the

overall host Canadian society.
»
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{ Comeau and Driedger have employed the term "ethnic

- ¥

identifiers" to refer to the Jews and French of Winnipeg.
- N \

ships.

o

\
On the other hand, the British and Scandinavians were

found more or less assimilated. \They did not have exclusive

associations or organizations, nor did &hey HaVe a high'égnse

of ethnic identity as the former two. They have, however,

fitted themselves into the achievement oriented socio-
™economic system of Canada.

. . \
Th& Poles, Ukrainians and Germans were found to be most

marginal. They had no major closing mechanisms to’give them
a strong sense of cultural identity nor were they assimilated
".* like the English and the Scandinavians. They tended to exper-

* jence ethnic denial rather than ethnic affirmation.

¥ ‘
In view of the recent influx of non-white immigfgnts mostly
from the Third World areas, it would be apprdpriate to study
— , R
the visible groups such as the Chinese, Japanese and South

Asians within an analytical framewpik based on Klapp's thesis

Y .

i

that is, a strictly open social syséem will result in entropy.
: 1 ¢ ‘..
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Marginality (entropy) caused by such an open system will
\ a

result in individuals of that group to identify neither

with their in-group nor with the host society. .An overview f
e

of the arrival, relocation arid subsequent socialization of

v s !

these ethnic communities, which have certain shared charac-
Y

1

teristics in these areas, would give us an insight into the

dynamics of the adjustment problems of visible ethhic groups

’

, ) . / .
in the Canadian mosaic.

» +
- N

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The Chinese Experience: The Chine€se were 'pulled' to Canada
< 4 *

for economic reasons. The .lure of gold, and later, of employ-
ment with the Canadian Pacific Railways, brought about a large
Chinese influx. The first encounter of Chinese with Canadians
took place in British Columbia in the/mid—ISOOS. From the

very outset, the anti-Chinese feelings by the British Columbia
populace were mahifested through violence and press pr&pagandau
%hése sp;ead through the Prairies and even to Toron’toll
(Paupst; p. 54-59). As a result of the ,oppression by j
Canadian Society at lgrge, the Chinese in Canada withdrew'

into sub-culture which manifested itself in the formation of

"cultural ghettos" or Chinatowns all over North America. This

—.— -'total closuralg(Comeau-Driedger)remained unchanged until the

. poét-war immigration of the educated Chinese elite from Hong

Kong. Being professionals, businessmen and clerigs, thesé

W

.
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Chinese chose gge life in thewhite communlty and used
Chinatown only/a buffer zone for the transition from their
native culture to the adOpted”bne; ‘As Voisey12 points-out,
there exists in the Chinese community today a dichotomy,

g

epitomized on the one hand, by the pre-war immigrants who

3 have maintained many aspects of their traditional life styles
in their cultural qhettos,\and who are reluétant to adapt

themselves to the new style of Chinese.Canédians' life as a
result of their initial hostile gpcoﬂntefs with'the host
group. On the other hand, one sees the newly arrived
educated elite from Hong Kogg, and the secé%d and gHird .
gener;tion Chinese Canadians, who\are more prone to adapting
to the majority culture. Voisey's account of the Chinese

' communlty seen in the light of Comeau- Drledger analsyis;
demonstrates the two lelSlOnS ln the Chlnese community:
the older, pre-war generatiqn enfo;ping\too many closing
méchanisms, thgreby becomigg insulaf; conversely, the newer
immigrants and the ygﬁnger generation employing more opening
than closing mechanism in their overall social interactions.

-

The Japanese EXxperience: The Japanese, like the Chinese, had
N

\
an economic motive for immigrating to Canada. Dué to popula-
tion pressure and Scarcity of land, Japanese farmers had
begun migrating to countries bordering the Pacific. The

Anti-Japanese feelings by the host group remained persistently

1

. : o
: -

{
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1

intensel3. The climax reached in 1942 when the entire West
Coast Japanese community was interned and relocated through
tﬁe War Measures Act. At the war's end, about 4000 were

forced to leave the country under a Government "Repatriation"

“

. , - ~
scheme. The second generation Japanese (Niseil) who remained
behind started conscious acculturation to North American
milieu in an effort to be a vital part of the North American

mainstream. The third generation (Sansei) therefore have -

become, in the words of Mel Tsujil4, "super Canadians" at

' t
the expense of their Japanese identity. HirabaYashilS,

Daniels16 and Kitano17 have noted that the Sansel have under-
gone extensive acculturation. The exogamous marriage rates
are at ﬁifty percent and above. Added to this, their horizontal

interaction and the upward mobility provided by education has

in fact, brought about an emergence of a Middléman minority.
| 2
The Sansei like the British and Scandinavians in Winnipjf, have
A\

achieved status in the main culture. They have few closing

mechanisms aﬁd have, therefore,. become majority assimilators.
G

! '

The South Asian Experience: The East Indians, like their pre-

cursors the Chinese and.the Japanese, were "pulled" to
Canada for economic reasons. Their smaller nufjbers, by con-
trast with the Japanese and Chinese, éid not protect the
"Hindqos“, as the immigrants from India were generally called,

from the anti-Asian antagonism that became prevalent in British

® Columbia and Califorgiale. , \ : f
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Their arrival coincided with the Depression that-was
causing a high rate of unemployment in the majority group.

The anti-oriental feelings were already beginning to surface.

°

The 1907 anti-oriental riots fanned by the Asiatic Exclusion

League made the Govefnment take immediate actidon to stop the
\
South Asian Immigration: The Indians were made to pay a sum

[ 3 .

Canada. From 1909 onwards, they also had to reach Canada
% ‘
via a single continuous passage. This became a near imﬁgséible

{

task since few ships sailed directly betwéen India and Canada.

>

of at least $200 called "head tax! upon their arrival in

Perhaps the most memorable incident in the history of the

South Asian Immigration to Canada is the Komagata Maru experience

of 1914. Three hundred and seventy six Sikh passengers on

' \ - .

a Japanese steamer called the Komagata Maru arrivéd at the
Y

1

VancaUver harbour on May 23, 197419. In view of the newly
imposed ban on the East Indian immigration, the passengers were

not permitted to disembark. Instead, they were guarantined

1

on the ship until July éde. The groﬁing frustrations ch}minated,
in fiots on board that took the iives of twenty men. finally,
under a naval escort, the ship left théJharbour and réturded

to India wﬁere more riots took piace upon its arrivalthere.

The incident reflects the defiaﬁée on,thepaﬁt of the passengers

‘ \ .
who brﬁved the trans-Pacific journey to come to a new land;

-
. *

A . #
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it also indicates the intran§ig§nce on the part of the \ T

‘Canadian Government, through its restrictive and excilsive

3 B

Government policies.

3

v f

’ LN . L
Not only was therela control on the. South Asian immigra-

‘

tion, but those who were (in the country were denied the

franchise. .They were not on voters' list and could not
apply for various licenses. The Indian community therefore

xemainedin small isolated pockets alienated from the Canadian

mainstream. Like the pre-war Chinese and Japanese, they
MR

ensured their existence, in the fate of a hostile environment

throughself-imposed closures. It was the liberalization of
Canadian Immigration policies in the Gd;s that brought larger

nunmbers of the overseas South Asiaqs from the Carribean

Islands of Japaica and Trinidad, from Guyana, Eastern and
\

v

Ceritral Africa as well as from Mauritiys and the Fijii's

»

. . . \ k3 3
besides the obvious sources such as India, Pakistan and

Sri-Lanka. Buchignani, guoting the 1973-74 census figures .

says that at 'present there are at least 150,000 people of

South Asian ancestry in QanadaZO. Of these, approximately

- \R
30,000 are Khoja tsmailis.?! . ,

. ‘ ?m .
g

I

The Asians from East and Central Africa are am9n9~the
ke

*
newest arrivals in this c¢ountry and as such no nsive

study of the group's relocation has been carried out yet.

[ -
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Repqrt that menfipns the circumstances under which the Ugandan
expellees arrived and the Government involvement in relocating

tHem, Krauter and Davis have also touched on the®arrival and
. } \

subsequent resettlement of the Ugandan Asians in Canadaﬂggﬂyb

. - ) . -
- B e

An indepth research on the assimilation of Ugandan Asians
1

in Calgary has beéen carried out by Morah (1973)24. The results,

'

while indicat;nq‘that the Asigns have assimilated only moder-

ately into the Canadian culture conteﬁly\have deménstrated

—

that the high level o

educational attainment .and occupational
A

status, both of which the majority of his respondents possessed,
were the two indicators that could affect the process of {
assimilation further. Unfortunately, Morah's research does

exhibit certain ambiguities that.need to be looked into.

i s
3

’

The majority of his respondents had lived in Calgary for
only a ;hort space of time |(9~10 months) and oﬁiy one had
been a resident of Calgary for 1 vyear. " It.could be maintained.

?

that the processof acc¢ulturation i ffected on the very day
of the immigrants‘'+~arrival in a A:Z;?

land. However, the
Ugandéns had arrived in Canada under spe?ial circumstahces.
Most were still in a state of shock at having left tReir

v

country within the 90-day deadline. Some had their families -%

{

»

{
{
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broken up, with some membegs being airlifted by the United

Nations to

\

to this trauma was the climate that was totally different

be taken to the Refugee.camps in Europe. Added
‘ .

from the one they had left behind. Under the circumstances,

the study such as the one carried out by Morah could have ‘ {

¢

« i
been more meaningful had he instjituted at least a twelve to

[l

fifteen month time lapse during which the residents could
| ¢U¥/ i : '
have made emselves more accustomed to their new environment.

i

Morah claims that "Most Asians did not want to assimilite

v

to their\hosts‘or even to take out Ugandan citizenship,

+

holding either to their British Passports or to use British

proteqt;én." His research indicates that 80% of his
i

respondents were of Muslim persua®ion. It is very idikely that
these were Khoja Ismariis since the maﬁority of the Ugandan \“,//
Asians who were selected by'the Canadian authorifies were/

Kh?ja Ismailis. In fact, Buechignani in hisf’ bibliography of

South Asians in Canada does mention Morah, who he indicates
studied the Ismailis in Calgaryzs. If indeed ;gé majo;ity
of Moraﬁ‘s respoﬁgénts wére Khoja Ismaili§, a point that has
not begp discussea in the thesis, his elrl\er statéement on

Ca o
Asians not wishiﬁg to take out Uganaan citizenships is totally
erro;eous for the Khoja Is%ailis were omne distinctive group

who made &t a point to idéntify with the country they were

\ s
living in by becoming citizens (Bharati; Thomson, Gardner)zsi

< i

-

1
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" . Havin ,ggcome stateless, they suddenly faced the<prospect "

'of be1 hurled into the %oncentratlon camps that Pre51dent
. ; y 7 N
! - Amin had been talklng ‘about. Before the 90-day deadline,.

.
N> < v ©

: however"they were airlifted out of Uganda by many nations ofm

’
Ed
v

~
b Ugandan expellees who were absorbed by Canada were Khoja
) N o

i Ismailis (Gardner Thompson, 51.)
i
3

i

o —
{ which Canada was one. Slxty percent of these grateless o
i v . r

. N >
' [ < »
. "

, N ' {iii) Definition of the Problem
Ubale, in delineating the problems faced by the South -
1 . Asian community in ferms of race prejudice to discrimination

from the dominant Canadian group states "The intensity of e ¢

T R,

vi;ﬁence and the extent of discrimination on the one hand ,and

. AN 5 @
‘: theprevailing agathy on the pat¥t of policy makers on the other,

Srdemy -
v

&

P

lead to frustration and resentment within the South’ Asdan

Communlty"ﬁ;7

. s g
“
kY

Yo

°

The school,cé,stitutes a so cﬁﬁy in microcosm where the
problems as wéllﬁas prejudices of the outside society are
j localized’within the school walls. “Ubale draws attention to
/' . the internal and'e¥terna1 problems that a South Asian pupil ///////
- k haQ\ﬁo con?fnd with. The former arises from ?Eg/bacﬁazg;;;i
of\the South Asian child as compared wi he entirely differ-

. -ent type of sﬁrrouiiifgf)yigh/wﬁich'he/she\is suddenly faced.
o ! )

- . '

s
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The latter results from the image about him and the country‘
) .

A , N
of his origin in the hinds of teachers and other childrenf"28
A4

b
It is manifested in ;ﬁe4form of name-calling, haréssﬁeg;
° ; : and bullying, both qn the échopl grounds, and outside the
o schédl periéhery thét has beéﬁl&vellgdat South Asian groups,
‘ among them the Khojar;smailis. ALthough that has not béen )

sc much a problem in Montreal as in Toronto, Vancouver and
®

Calgary. ’ -
-

The problem encountered by Khoja Ismaili adolesce

/ ‘: at high or post high school levél may be one of _social rather
e

than educational adijustment. Students joij

Eést African countries oﬁ Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania.
\ ° .
Tanzanis's policies -4t making Swahili the official' language

- +~and the medium of instruction at the primary school level
e have remained a theoretical success but a practical fa;}ure

as onm both levels Fnglish is still the dominant languagi;////
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Social problems may emerge if the existing norms and
social behaviour of the dominant group are viewed with
"shoeck" or disapproval by new students resulting in the with-

drawal syndrome described very succintly in Tania Das Gupta's

personal account entitled "Experlenceyof the Immigrant

Youth":

"I wefs alientated from the students * completely.
I spcke their language but not their mind. I

was not familiar with their environment which was
now mine, é.g. TV., snow,.dating, make-up,
weekends and so on. I couldn't relate to them.

I tried but failed miserably by coming out with
ridiculous statements which were not felt but S
manufactured and which they ctouldn't understand
in the first place because .0of my accent. I was
totally different from them. They h short
hair, I had long braids; the girls wlre make-up

I didn't; they shaved their legs, I didn't and so

on."29 f /ﬂ

The Khoja Ismailis have been regarded as more "progressive o
than their-other Asian counterparts even 1n East<Afric§ and
wéstern social activities such as dancing, dating andﬁldter*
persénal,re&ationshipslbetween the sexes have becqme acceptable

30 N

in the Khoja Ismaili East Africansetting.” “Socialization im.

. : {
their new land may therefore not pose as great a problem to\ N

the Khoja Ismailis as to their other South Asian cohorts."

¢

.

| .

Tﬁe prqbiem of a negative self-concept as a visible minor- |, ?ﬂ ]
ity membe?’amidst a nmjority‘éhiﬁe school pépulation can be . )
viewed best.in the following two personal accounts.: Sadhu ‘
Singh Dbamiiin his "Discovering the New Wor1d" descrigesthis \\\

eariy experience as a youth in Canada in the twenties and




&

identityxj'retainedme dignity."

and thirties.

\\\. "With this broadening, however, the old and

; the new in me, never at peace for long, came
into conflict even more sharply. At times,
there was confusion, perplexing enough, but
short-lived, for an active life could not
nurse indecision for long. At others, I
managed to achieve a modus vivendi, and esta-
blished a measure of Goordination, if not har-
mony, between the two. Normally, however, I
shuttled, both mentally and physically, between
the miniature oli India of my community,
closely knit by the strange, not always
friendly, environment and the vast new world,
engaged in folding the wilderness back like .
earth against the plow and building a new
civilization. "31

/

It is mandatory for Sikh males to keep their hair long as

prescribed in their religious beliefs but Dhami cuts his

Y

hair in order to "westernize" and decides he "could not

revert to orthodoxy."32 ‘

He, therefore, decides to project a positive ihage by

becoming one of the majority; he resorts to a western lifé
style. On the other hand, Tania Dastupta "became more an
JIndian than I ever was Hefore. I wore a kameez to school,

L4 |
refused to adopt the Chnadian accent, ate with my hands and

asserted my cultural héritage. I found that by having this
33 ‘

~ N

) /
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The problem of a minority self-concept has been a pre-

4 valent one among all visible minorities in North Qmerican
t

1

schools. A few solutions to such a conflict need to be
4

. \ 1
examined. Lita Lizer Schwartz and Natalie Isser34 advocate.

the introduction of ethnic literature an? history in the

schogl curricula in order to create a better understandina

X ! .
between ‘majority-minority groups. Ujimoto35 suggests employinag

"the re-educative strateéy" which requires t ¥ educational

= -
institutions to provide teaching aids ethnogultural curricula

and teachers familiar with the socio-cultural heritage of

o

4
several ethnic groups. Bancroft36 suggests a need to achieve .
b . -

a "Psychic breakthrough" so that a full participataion in .o

society is restricted not only to the &wWo founding races
A

but can open to all Canadians.
\ .

{i¢) Significance of the Study

, 1
i

The Khoja Ismaili community as a minority among minorities

- is an interesting challenge for research\fo: both linguistic-
}

- I .

groups have a homogeneous ethnic and religious base. They

both have a diétinct Indian heritage pertaining to their relig-
}on, culture and mother tongﬁe,'Gujarati. However, the differ-
ences in the social outlook created by the two linguistic groups
have evolved from each group's past coionial experience in ,

Africa and are associated with the two linguistit.host groups,

the English and the French, in Montreal;



(-
-

In Montreal, memﬁers of botthhoja groups have been \
seen interactinglyitﬁ each other on the basis of their i
(\ common Indian language, Gujarati, (dialect - Kutchi) and
x
religion; with members of the host éulture,by means of
their colonial language.
Y
! " This linguistic dichotomy in the Khoja Ismaili community
%oses an interesting basis of comparigon as té &ﬁ%;h group :
; is stronger in maintaininé its ethnicity or conversely in
m ‘acculturating with the dominant culture.
(: " Morah has focussed his research on Ugandan Agians\in
Calgary, most of whom are Khoja Ismailis. Other than that,
no extensiée research has been carried out on the Ismaili '
community elsewhere in Canads. The;present combarative
study on social and educational adjustment of the lingquistically
dichotomized Khoja Ismaili group is therefore'the first and i

.

could therefore bear significance not only for qhe community

administrators in Montreal or the rest of Canada who' are
involved in the plahning of educational, economic and social

strategies for the community in this country, but also for

members from different ethnic groups who are interested in

it by T LB I Y e

)
ethn?& relations in particular, and ethnicity in general.

( ,

i
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K Immigration of the South Asians, especially of the

Ugandan Asians, after their expulsion in 1972, has been

-

the sdbject of much public concern in Canada. The Canadian
W

w" g

public has focussed its attention on the efforts made by

! . the\pepartment of Manpower and Immigration to settle and

reloc Ehese individuals fn Canadian society. 1In this

conteikt, it is 1mportant to study how far the Khoja community's

o “ , &
resettlement has succeeded in this Province. ’

x ‘ LIMI TATIONS

; \ -
The study has certain limitatiohs. A study of the social
i or educational adjustment of the student population at ele-
. \

x mentary or secondary level has not been included in this
N o
. research which has been restricted to a post-secondary sample.
.

v

Anféttempt was made to study the entire full-time post-
‘ )
secondary student population but due to the lack of¥ partici-

|

oA

. pation by some members and problems of time, the study was

*

restricted to a sample of the entire student population. £ .

o SIPMETA S Bp, 22
°

Twenty-five out of thrity-three Anglophone students and

fifteen out of twenty-one Francophbnes‘were f&nally studied.

i
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s

The Montreal Khoja Ismaili qomﬁunity is a small seg~

. | \
ment in the overall Ismaili population in Canada of which

the heaviest concentration is-in Toronto. The findings

of this study are localized and are therefore not indicative

' of the Jamats (congrégation) elsewhere in anadéﬁﬁhere‘the

rateéxof educational and social adjustments might vary.

~ .

For instance, in Toronto, the Khoja Ismaili community

°

is decentraliZed. It has twelve Jamat Khanas, as a result
| \

of which, religious and social activities of the community '

arewidely scattered. In Montreal, where there is only one - -

Jamat Khana, , a sense of togetherness prevails which

. \
may be lackingi in Toronto.

Decentralization could weaken the in-group feelings

-

among the.youthhwho might be more prone to interact outside

the community boundaries through primarv relationships
N :

, \ with the host group. On the other hand, there might exist

stronger bonds between the different Jamats (congregations)

[

‘thereby strengthenihg the in-group feelings.# A comparative
study of such scopé is beyond the limited- localized résearch

of the present study. R 4 N\
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/' FOOTNOTES - CHAPTFR I :

3 / X 2, , - g . ?
’ ,/ 1. The term 'Asian' is‘an East Africa&n neologism
/ that refers to all domiciled peocple from the sub-
/ continent of India. The term 'Indian' seems to
refer to guests from India, temporary visitors or

// Indian agencies and the people of India.

2. A correspondent 'A Ugandan Diary', Transition, .

No. 42, vol. 8(V) 1973, p. 13-19.

*\ ' 3. The Movements of Asians from Uganda (The Green nge{L,i/”///
The Immigration Program 2, A Report of the Canadian
‘ Immigration and Population Study, Manpower and ,
A Immigration (Otfawa: Information Canada, 1974):, p. 110.
This report¢$ states that apart from Britain itself,
Canada ultimately received more Ugandan Asians -than
all other countries combined between Seot. 5 to
Nov. 8, 1972. Over 6000 Asians obtained Immigrant
t Visas on thé spot. Chawtered airplanes flew the,
refugees directly from Kampala to Montreal. Altogether,
4420 persons were airlifted to Canada 1in thlrty one

fllghtq »

s W, o Vg F g . . .
A 7T L A G g .

4. 'The Ugandan Arqus', Uganda's official Daily had made
séveral references to the Canadian team of officials
< giving top priority to the processing of appllcatlons
, of the 'displaced persons' most of whom belonged to

@E Khoja Ismai1li sect. Britain was not prepared to
shoulder the responsibility for these stateless
people as she had her own sharg of Brltlsh Asian'’
citizens to take care of. ¢

v
3
3

!

5. The Khoija Ismaili Councils and Committees collaborate |
. te conduct population surveys annually in all citles
or towns where the Ismaili community is centered.
According to the 1976 survey, the Ismaili population
in Montreal comprised 1300 members,

°

-~
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The term “A Visible Minority", to use Adair and
osenstock's definition refers to a group of|people
that can not, by virtue of complexion, disap%ear

into the dominant group within one generation. Dennis
Adair and Janet Rosenstock, Exploring Racial .
Attitudes Among Adolescents Multicultaralism \
(Toronto: Univ.' of Torqpto, 1977y, p. 5.

Klapp, O. Currents of Unrest: An Introduttion to
Collective Behayior. New York: Holt, Rinehart
& Winston, 1972. )

+
s

Comeau, Larry, R. & Driedger, Leo. "Ethnic Opening

and Closing in an Open System: A Canadian Example,"

in -Social Forces, Vol. 57:2, -(Special Issue) Dec.,
1978, pp. 600-620.

Comeau and Dryedger define an open ecial system as.
being one that has high internal economic, political
and social differentaiation, a relatively open achieve-
ment oriented stratification system, and a stmuctural

. pattern of majoraty-minority relationships, p. 60.

Breton, R. "Institutional Completemessof Ethnic
Communities and Personal Relations to Immigrants",

American Journal of Sociology, Sept. 1970, pp. 193-205.

Newman, willlam,\M. American Pluralism: A Study of

Minority Groups and Social Theory. New York: Harper

and Row, 1973, p. 228. .
’ <

Caditz, Judath: "Ethnic Identification, Inte-ethnic
Context, and Belief in Integration," Social Forces,
Vol. 54, 1975-1976, pp. 632-637.

Caditz has 4 major categories on her assimilation -
identification scale. These are (i) Assimilated-
assocliationalists, (ii) Identified-commualists,

{(iii) Assimilated-communalists, (iv) Identified-
Associationalists. Assimilated Communalists are those
ethnic group members who adopt many of the values,
beliefs and customs of the majority group and vyet

‘maintain a communal set of social relationships.

~
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18.
19.

20.

21.

22.
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Paupst indicates the Press hostility through Macleans
Magazine, Saturday Night and the muckracking Jack
Canuk that constantly excelled in pejorative remarks
and pernicious write-ups on "the Yellow Peril" or
the "Asiatic Plague" as the Chinese came to be known.

Voisey, Paﬁl, L. "fwo Chinese Communities in Alberta:
An Historical Perspective", Canadian Ethnic Studies,
Vol. 2, No. 2, December 1970, p. 16. .

Palmer, Howard. "Anti-Oriental Sentiment in Alberta:

188 20". Canadian Ethnic Studies, Vol. 2, No.2,

December 1970, p. 42-46.

g Palmer, Howard, ed. "Introduction: Historical Background",

Immigration and the Rise of Multiculturalism. Toronto:
Capp Clark Pub., 1975, p. 15.

Hirabsyashi, Gordon, "Japanese Canadians: A New Awareness",
Canadian Ethnic Studieg, Vol. 9, No. 1, 1977, pp. 101-103.

. . / .
Daniels, Roger, "The Japanese Experience in North America:
An Essay in Comparative Racism", Canadian Ethnic Studies,
vol. 9, 1977, pp. 91-100.

3itano, Harry, "Japanese Americans: The Development of
a Middleman Minority", Pacific Historical Review, Vol. 43,
1974, pp. 500-519.

>
»

Hess, Gary, R "The Forgotten Asian Americans: The East
Indian Community in the United States", Pacific Historical
Review, Vol. 43, 1974, pp. 577-596. o

Buchignani, Norm. "A Review of the Historical and
Sociological Literature on Eagt Indians in Canada”,
Canadian Ethnic Studies, Vol. |9, No. 1, 1977, pp. 89.

4

Buchignani, NOrm. op. cit., p. 86.

These figures belong to a recent nation-wide survey of the
Khoja Ismailis carried out by the Khoja Ismailia National
Council for Canada. ‘

-The Immigration Program s+~ A Report of the Canadian

Immigration and Population Study, Manpower and Immigration,
(Ottawa: Information Canada, 1974), p. 110. -
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.°

34.

35.

36,

_Vol. 69, No. 5, 1978, pp. 118-183.

Krauter, Joseph, E. & Morris, Davis. Minorit
Canadians: Ethnic Groups, Toronto: Metheun Publications,
1978, pp.“90-91..

Morah, Benson, C. The Assimilation of Ugandan Asians
in Calgary. M.A. Dissertatilon, Dept. of Sociology,
University of Calagary, 1974.

Buchignani, N. "A Review of the Historical and Sociological

Literature on East Indians in Canada", op. cit., p. 95.
. \

Gardner Thompson. "“"The Ismailis in Uganda"; op. cit., p. 43.

P S

Ubale, Bhavsaheb. Egual Opportunity and Public Policy,.
A Report on concerns of the South Asian Canadian
Community regarding their place in the Canadian Mosaic,
submitted to the A.H. General of Ontario by the South
Asian Canadian Community, p. 4.

Ibid, p. 25.

Tania Das Gupta. "Experience of an Immigfant Youth™".
Unpublished paper at NACOI Conf., p. 2.

Bharati, A. op. cit., p. 320-321.

Dhami, 8. Singh. "Discovering the New World". Queen's
Quarterly, Vol. 76, 1969, p. 203. :

Ibid., p. 202.
Tania Das Gupta. op. cit., p.

Schwartz, Lita, L. & Isser, Natalie. "Forgotten Minorities,
Self-Concept and the Schools". The Social Studies,

. . . A X
Ujimoto, Victor. -"Asian Canadian Minorities and Multi-
culturalism? Perceptions and Strategies for Planned
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CHAPTER II: THE ORIGINS AND LVOLUTION
OF THE KHOJA ISMAILIS , N

(i) Early History - ./ ~

.
u I

The Khoja Ismaili sect belongs to the Shia di&féion .

of Islam. It is a part of a larger Ismaill movement that
Fad - ~
sowed i}s politico religious seeds from the latter part of

———

the eight century up the thirteenth century in countries

stretching from North Africa, Egypt, éyria, Persia, Yemen,

I

Sindh and Northefn India.

i ' { = .
In order that the present situation is more meaningful,
: , o
[y 1
it is necessary to briefly gutline the evolution if Islam

/

with its factional development . The origins and growth of
Ismarlism and its relationship to the Khoja strand high-
lighting certain syncritistic characteristics, have made it

unique in its wider Islamic macrocosm.

< s

'

Schisms in Islam developed upoh the death’of the Prophet
i . .

AN
\

\(AD 632). - There were basicélly‘two main factions. One

" supported Abu Bakr and a Célipﬁate based pnuthe~elective

principle. Those who opted for Abu\Bakr;came to be known

as Sunnis (adherénts of ‘Sunna or dogma). The Caliph,

! ‘ .
acecording to the Sunnis, '‘can exert his authority in a polit-
|

ical sphere only. His authority is merely temporal. .

0 .

“
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Those belonging to the Shia division of Islam,.pledged

the%g allegfence to. Ali; tKke companion of Mohammed, the

vicar of God, maiﬁtaining”that the ﬁrophet had begueathed
both secular and spifitual leaderéhip to Ali and his descendents

by Fatima, the Prophet's only daughter}
) \ b 1 v
Al i )

The Shias regard Ali as their first "Imam" - Imam referring

!

to the linéal descendent of the P}ophet, the secular a T~

Q

spiritual leader of the Shia sect of Islam.

t - \ ‘1\ \
- e Y

‘ /

Abu’ Bakr, who succeeded the Prophet-'as the €aliph brought
the whole of Arabia under the rule of Islam. He was poisoned

in 634 AD? Hgs successor, Caliph Umat who extended the
, . ) \

Muslim dominion over Syria, Irad and Persia in the North and

. : ‘ \ " .
Tripoli in the west, was also later murdered. His successor,
Uthman, the Umayyad, was also slain. He wa$ succeeded- by

- |
Ala, hailed by the Shias as their first legitimate successor
\ < -

of the Prophet. &‘

' . \\ N $

-

! By
Internecine struggles hetween the Shias and the Umayyads

!
resulted not only in Ali's death on the battlefield but also

R 4

e

that of his son, Husseiri. Hussein's son'Zain-Al-Abedin
k ‘ \
(the third Imam, according to the Shias) escaped from Kerbala

to’live in_Med?%a, where he- gained tremendqus reSpect?
i
k 2
4 ?_ . ”
| - -
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A‘major schism in the Shia community was brgught about
by the death of the sixth Imam - Jafar Saéiq. Some gave
/Ellegiénce to th;\line of his descendents th;ough his &lder
son and dgsignated heir, Imam Ismail, andic;me to be known
asuIsmaills. Others claimed that Ismail's younger brother
Musa Kazim was in fact the real Imam. The followers of Musa

Kazim continued to give dllegiance to five more Imams after

Musa believing that their last Imam (i.e. twelfth) has gone

" into concealment but will reappear one day to grant final

salvation to his followers. These followers became known as

the Twelver sect or Ithna'Ashariya. They are very strong in

Iran now where this bﬁénch of Sh'ism is the officiaX religion.

They are also found in the Indian sub-continent as well as

in East Africa. : <:;;;lN
) ' b :h\

A The followers of Ismail, assumed a deliberate anonymity

and practised their faith in secret (taquiyaﬂ because of the "
hostility they encountered from the Abbasid sunnis as well
as Twelver§._ The whereabouts of the Imams was generally kept
afsecret and orly a few of his“closest advisérs *new where

they were. When they resurfaced in the 9th'century AD, their

o - - . R B 5
movement had assumed both political and doctrinal sophistication.

*



s gl RO PR

ey

-27-

At this time, the Ismaili doctrine, was spread to Yemen,

v

) Sindh, India and North ﬁﬁrida by agents (dai) of the instity—
~

tion of the 'Da'wa’, emissories§
Under the eleventh Imam (910 AD) an age of glory for the
» ! ’
Idmaili Imamat began that lasted for two centuries, adopting
the title of Al~Fatimiyyum (the Fatimid Dynasty) after Fatima,
the Prophet's daughter, and wife of Ali, from whom the Imams,

the present Imam being Karim Aga Khan, claim descent. The

™

* Fatimids, in 969 AD had a claim to an %mpire Eggs'included

-
¢
besides North Africa and Egypt, the Islands of Malta, Corsica,

Sardinia and Sicily as well as Palestine, Syria, the Hijaz

and Sindh. The early Fatimid era lasting until ( 975 AD )

L

was characterized by a political stability and administrative

L]
-

cohesiveness- that geméin:?unique in the history of Islam.
Political stability combined with econamic prosperity.led to

a blossoming of culture and learning. The Fatimid Imams

=

patronized both cultural activity and scientific research,
t \‘ i) i

and Cairo with,its Al-Azr university became the centre of civil-
ization that attrdcted large numbers of physicians,  astronomers,

mathematicians, historians and philosophers. 0

~ -

{
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(11)NIZARI ISMAILISM ‘ 4
| The " later period starting about 1036 4D of the
) ‘Fggimid reign was rent with internal strife that ¢limaxed-in
« the reign of the 18th Imam, Al Mustansir in AD 1094. His
death caused yet another schism among the Ismailis. The
military opposed his elder son, Nizar and supportdd the
|
younger brother, Mustealli. Nizar had his.following in parts
of Iran and Syria where his followers became known as Nizari
Ismailis. In Egypt, Yemen and Sudan, Mustealli was hailed
as the nechmam and his followers became known as Musteallians
or Bohrém‘ %usteallians believe that the grandson o% Mustealli,
Tayib, has\gone into “"occultation.” When Salladin took over

Egypt (1171 AD), the Fatimid dynasty came to an end. The

Mustealli community flourished in Yemen and Guj%rat.

i

In the face of a renewed hostiflle environment, the
different parts of Iran wh Aitellectual, pﬁilosophical
and‘theologicai activities flourished. ALso, it was dﬁring
the Nizari phage of Ismailigm that the'Ismaili doctrine !
absorbed yﬁe,Persian Sufic (Mystical) principle that
"deepened into a real coalescence of the Ismaili and Sufi

N

dimension of -Isiam. "’
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(iii) KHOJA ISMAILISM :

-20a.

The fortress strength of the NizAri Ismailis came to
an end with the Mongol jnvasions (¥250 AD). Thereafter, ‘the
!\\'_' 7 ,
-%smaill Imams and followe;§\again reverted to taguiya

t

disguising thejr activities undej a mode of sufism, again
-

expaggﬁng the Ismaili'underground network?
As Hollister poigts out; "From its beginning,

Ismailism has dependeq on an ozgéhiéed programme of teaching

\

fb:ﬂ;:; sfrengéh? Not through armies .but through selgifed

reached

an ll-trained dais, it spread."9 As the Nizari da'w

7

India, it set the stage for the rise of Khoja Ismailism.
Thus, despite invasions and political termination of the'%%maili

~ Py, /

states gsu Nﬁgfgindh) the sect persisted.

The Nifari version of Ismailism cloaked in heavyessufic
L 4 .
overtones that tQok roots in the Indian soil, did not have

the political connotations of the Fatimid strand.,of Ismailism
that had %éen earlier established in Sindh%0
b

!

N

In the fourteenth century particularly, the Nizari Ismaili

S~
movement gained a great momentum with the arrival of the’

-

Ismaili "pifs" (wandering\kissionaires) from Iran to Northern
- J -

Inida. They began an '%tensified.program 4n Kashmir spreading
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to Cutch into Katiiad@m through Gujarat and Bombayl.l
-

]

- E

The new converts were named Khoja from the term Kwaja
which means "the honorable gentlemen," a title that has
béen carf}ed to this dayJ:2 Those from the Gujarat areas were
from the trading class (Lohana) who in the nineteenth gentury,

migrated to East Africal.3

: (iv) THE KHOJA ISMAILI TRADITION

Professor Bernard Lewis has stated that "Ismailism evolved

over a long period and a wide area and meant different things

P14

at different times and places. For example, dﬁring the

L4
Fatimid reign in Egypt, certain Hellenistic (Greek) concepts,
g€specially the Ptolemaic” system and Neoplatonism, were absorbed
into the Ismaili cosmology. In the same vein, in Iran, Nizari

Ismailism synthesized a rich Sufic (mystical) perspective

B e i R Iy
A has TINTIE ATl e st e e & A

R AR . . ot .
whereas in India it fused certain Hinduistic strands which are

4 best reflected in the gnan literature °(gnan or ginan are

s \ -
religious values.) \ hn

\ :

t
1
% | devotional peoms composed by the Pirs and used to impart

]

1 The Pirs, studied.and assimilated the languages, customs

and cultures of the various Hindu castes and fused aspects

/

. (: 'of local ‘religions with Nizari Ismailism. At the outset,

<
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therefore, the Nizari Ismaili missionaries set out to sift
the meéning and spirit of Islam from its h;rd Arabic shell.ls
The§ explained the high ideals o¢f Islam in familiar terms
of the ancestral religion and cﬁlturelof the new converts,
Hinduism. They emphasized the need té strive to be good
Mu'mins (sincere adepts to the spairit of Islam) rather than

|
good Muslims - those who formally profess Islam but often

ignore its spirit and implicat’ions.l6

Hollisterl7 claims that in the Khoja tradition, Pir
Sadar Din holds the most important position for it was he
who gave the title of Kwaja to the new converts from which
Khoja has been derived. It was also Pir Sadar Din who 3

started the institution of the Jamat Khana (Prayer house).

(v) EARLY MIGRATION OF THE KHOJA ISMAILIS TC"EAST AFRICA
A consistent network iof commercial intercourse between
East Africa and the western coast of India ha# been carried

out since long before the Christian era. The Periplus of

~

the Erythraen Sea (a guide book to the Indian ocean) written
Y .

in AD 60 mentions a regular, close-knit network of Indian

Ocean trade between "Africa and‘Barygaz'a._"18

i

~
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The 'first Khoja Ismailis played a vital role in the
economic devéiopment\of East Africa., These merchants came

.to the East Coast upon the invitation of Seyyid Said (1806~

J

v

56) who hadmoved his capital from Muscat, Oman to the
\ ,
Island of Zanzibar off the East African Coast. With ‘his

erccuragement, there soon formed a large nucleus of merchants
, . ey AW ey N L1 k /3 BRIt wY Wy vl it Tivt by .
enjoying the Sultan's confidence and expanding their business

enterprisés on the coast and into the interior as farx as

Lake Victoria.l9 . ’

N
'

\ o

Some of the famous Kﬁoja Ismaili erchants of the }ast

century wére Tharya Topan {later kniggréd by Queen Victoria),

Nasser Lillani, /Pet¢Ta YDewii, Allidiné Visram and Hajee Paroo.
Jég bug¢inesses on the East African Coast and

\ f

the Islands of Zénzibér, Pemba and Kilwa and helped to open

They consolida

up the interior by establishing a chain of "dukas" (shops)
- ‘ )
along with the slave caravan routes and, later along the

r

East African Railwgy up to Lake Victoria, into the Congo !
State (now Zaire) and the sourthern Sudan?o They were among
the first Asians toihelp build the land thaQ was to become ,
Bri?ish East Africa. Mangat's assessment of Sir Tharya quan's

eontributiens in Eas% Africa is apt: )
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"As a leader of the majority of the Indian
\communlty in Zanzibar, the Khojas, Tharya
Topan was to play an important role in
Zanzibar* affairs during the 1870's and the
1880'€§3® and his success was to provide an
impetus to the Khoja Ismaili enterprise
, in East Africa generally. 1In 1881, he sup-
- - ported Kirk's efforts to establish a school/
» in Zanzibar by undertaking to provide
Rs 200,000 for the iunpose. As a leading
property owner, he endowed suitable buildings
and a sum of money for the establishment of
the first general hospital in Zanzibar in 1887.
He was to assist British efforts in the final
suppressxon of slavery in Zanzibar; and in '
view of his serv1ces was rewarded with a knlght—
hood in July 1890. "2l

&

By the twentieth century, a large Khoja Ismaili community
had been established in.all the three. East African countries
of Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya. The late Aga Khan's {'moder-
nization" projects in the fifties were impI;menté inly
thrbuéh the establishment of schools, hoéfels, dispenseries,
hospitais, housing sbcieites, welf;rg organization and finan-
cial ip§fiﬁutions. His Eoncern'for women's rightful place
in tHe modern society made him advise them to disavow the

crucially retardind features of Muslim conservatism.%? His

/
\

message to the Khoja Ismaili womeC\of Paki%tan sums up his

‘views:

A\
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"No progressive thinker of today will
challenge thé claim that the social _
advancement and general well-being’of
copmunities are greatest where women

are least debarred, by artificial
barriers and-narrow prejudice, from
taking their full position as citizens...

"The prodreSsive modernizatipn which depends

on cooperation and understanding will be
impossible unless women are permitted to

play their legitimate part in the great work '
of national regeneration on a basis of
political equality."23

Ismaili women were urged to discard their traditional
lang garment in favour of western dress. This change is

thought to have brought about a rapid new awareness of

the Ismaili women. Parents were also urged to let their

~d§ighters go for higher educatﬁﬁnal training. By early

v

sixties, the Khoja Ismaili girls were attending universities
both in East Africa and abroad and training for various

occupations such as secretaries, nurses, teachers, at a time

N \

when Hindu or Muslim girls were still being forced to discon-

tinue schooling after the elementary level.

!
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The midﬁ?ifties saw desegregation of Khoja Ismazili
ingéitutions such as schools, h *Mals, health centers and
‘
clinics. CompartmentalizatioAf:jﬁzg educational or soeial
level along ethnic or racial lines that had been charaéferis—
tic of the British regime, was therefore elimina£ed with the.

late Aga Khan's initiative. These changes gave the Khoija

Ismailis a chance for exposure to the other communities.

Around this time, (i.e. early mid-fifties) the late Aga
Khan also advised his éollowers, especially those in the
over—populated. Zanzibar, to explorg the African hinterland
and toc seek more economically l&crative areas. This resulted
in small~scale waves of migration into the Belgian colonies
of what is now Zdire, Pwanda, Burundi and the Republic of

Malagasy (Madagascar) where there had already existed a Khoja

Ismaili community that had migrated from India at the  turn of

"the nineteenth century. By the late fifties, the Ismaili

3

community of East Africa, had become the most progressive of
all Asian communities. Bharati sums up the community's pro-
greds under the 'gquidance of the late Aga Khan most appro-

- %

priately:
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"Through a chain of historical accidents,
the Ismailis in East Africa have become
modern and prominent, and the transition
within three generations from the state of
the conmmunity in the cutchi-speaking areas
of Western Indian to their present situa-

‘ tion verges on the miraculous. LContrary
to the view that factors other than %Fe rise
of a single, charismatic, influential' individ- 7

.ual are instrumental to thorough-going social

change, it can be shown that the Ismailis in
East Africa today are what they aFe largely
through the efforts of the Late Aga Khan."24

|
v

‘ 2

(vi) KHOJA ISMAILIS IN \CANADA ‘;

|

In’ Canada today- the Khoja Ismailis number some 26,00
|

most of whom are concentrated in large citiés. As in_East

025

Aﬁfica, the community affairs are managed by the ;Councils".
Khoj; Ismaili councils form an intricaté administrative
machinery which is operated smoothly and effectively on a
vbluntary basis by membe?s of the Jamat (congregation) who

are zealous and dedicated to the cause of the Khoja brother-
hood. vThe purpose of the councils is taﬁéo-ordinate the

entire community's activities.in order to further the Jamat's [
sense of group ;6lidarity. In Canada, the National Council
acts as an umbrella organization with its head quarters in
Véncouver. It implements major policies concerning the Jamats
in the country. It also channels‘;ecommenqations, resolutions
or problems from subsidiary councils to the Supreme Coqncil

i .
(in Nairobi, Kenya) for Europe, -Canada and the States. This

1
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»
of

council maintains direct communication with the Imam.™ Two

i
Regional Councils (one for ﬁastérn Canada and the other for
the west) fall under the direct ju;isdiption of the National
Council. The Eastern Canada Regional Council with its head-
quarters in Toronto-:is further gtomized into various District
or Administrative Committees for the various c%ties.

\
THE MONTREAL ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE MODEL :

The Montreal Administrative Committee is headed by a

Y \
Chairman”whose role is to supervise and act as, liaison between

several portfolio members suéh as Health, Social Welfare,

Education, Women's Organigzation, Youth, who report to him.

N

The three ex-officio members who sit on the Committee are
the Mukhi'and the Kamaria2® and the Chairman of the
Ismgilia Association who has the task of organizing religion-

oriented activities as well as dissemination of religious
|
\ -

knowledge.

v
v

The Committee meetings are held once a week in one of the

\

rooms adjacent to the Prayer Hall. Here the Administrative

Committee members meet to discuss the progress reports in

A

their areas of endeavour, articulate their views, resolve

problems and implement -policies. concerning the well-being of

| . ,
the Montreal Jamat. Once a month, the CHairman of the Montreal

Y

\ i
Administrative Committee makes a trip to Toronto to represent
4

4

-
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the Mon;regl Jamat at the Regional Level. Tﬁe méeting alsog S
gives him an opportunity :ﬁ interact with his counterparts

from other Administrative committees. Imbortant reports

of' the Regional meetings are either read out in the Jamat Khanas
or are printed in the community press such as the Canadian

. \ . -
Ismaili. The Regional councils, in turn, report to the

National Council in Vancouver. Hence, no Jamat in any given

|
town or city is left to operate in a vacuum. \

o

Insight into the organizational set-up of the Jamat in

Montreal is gained when we examine the pdrtfolios of various

/
groups in the organization. For example, the Yauth Portfollio

1

member works with his sub-committee to generate sporting and
j -

social activities among the youth in the community. ‘The member
responsible for the Education portfolio acts essentially as

a liaison officer for both Anglophone and Francophone students
atteﬁding universities, and o;ganizes clagées in French and‘
English at the Jamat Khana premises. The member for Women's
Organization has succeeded in having organized a series QE/’

talks by invited gueéts by both Ismailis and non-Ismailis on
\ . i .
topics such as breast cancer, the role of a working mother

in a technologically advanced society, cookery classes.
i .

{ \ . 1
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(viii) THE ISMAILIA ASSOCIATION

¥ in’ the evenings, qui;.competifions based on the knowledge..

-

ERS

’
4
-
~
&
otni,

-

A nuf%ér of actizities are organized by the Chairman

NURY

of the "Ismailia Association...These include religious classes
L N a )

0

S—

of Ismaili history for elementary and high school students,
by ‘ -
essay and "gnan" competitions for students at all leves of -

-schooling ,as well as Gujarati classes for any member whg

'the fulcrum of a wide vaf

. \
wishes to better his/her understanding of the "gnan" tragition.

The Association was also instrumental in setting up a library

in one of the rooms in the building. The collection now
7

boasts over a thousand titles consisting of both religious and ‘ 3

educational material in Eﬁglish,,French a?d Gujarati. A large

section on children's literature in English and French has

also been started.

The Jamat Khana in Montreal is located on Van Horne.
. *

et e

It used to be the ?reek community social hall and has up

to now served the)Eomnmnity's purpose ideally. Of the two |
¢ , - ‘

large halls, one has been converted into the prayer hall and f

°

the other,‘across it, into the social hall that has been

,;Ig ' -
ety of activities ranging from

\

panel discussions, dlscordanc1ng Eartles to wedding dlnners’

The rooms adgacent to the soc1aI/and on the first floor have

been converted into classrooms, the library and the council

3

o i
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= "chamber!, whereas the fully-equipped kitchen has been

, w - utilized during festive and social occasions for the pre-

+ (=N

. paration of tea and "sherbet." v .

’

The Montreal Administrative committee 1s at present
engaged in conducting a feasibility survey for new premises
o in view of thq‘expand;ng Montreal Jamat especially in the
g{ancophone section. Immigratio; from.Malagasy and Zaire
has sﬁepped up. A larger building, preferably a school which
has been closed down in fhe Montreal area might serve the

i -

T(ﬁ' purpose ideally. , *

&
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CHAPTER III: THE SUBVEY‘

i

(i) structure P o

*

The Instrument used for the research waé a structured
qﬁestionnaire with fifty-nine items of which f;fty-seven
were .close-ended "questions. The two open-ended items,

. further sub-divided into six more categories, were left at

R4
)

the end of the questionnaire so as to give jthe respondent

s w

an opportunity to respond at length.

The items, were constructed in English that was simple,

R R S

logical and to the point. With the assistance of Prof.

Michel Laferriere of Social Foundations onyducation, of the

Paculty of Education at McGill, the questionnaire was then !

translated into French for the Francophone Khoja Ismaili

contingent in Montreal. Care was taken to keep the French

translation as close to the English version as possible.

»

B - e B Lo 2 e SO

!
3
i
S

o t

The develépment of the questionnaire was guided by three

general questions:
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1) What difficulties do the Khoja Ismaili students
encountef in adjusting to the Francophone and Anglophone
societies in Montreal?

2) How-do factors such as length of residence in Canada,

y &+

»

socio-economic status, family size and structqre affect the

\

social adjustment of the group?

~

3) Are there important differences in patterns of social
adjustment and sense of éommunal identity,.between Francophone
and Anglophone Khojas that are attributable to their different
'cultural baggage' and to‘differences in receptdvity of
Prancophone and Anglophone societies in Quebec?

?/ -

Having spent their formative years in their countries of
origin, these tWS’I:i:uistic groups would reflect a lifestyle
ahd a set of values quite distinct from those of the host n
society. Yet the neﬂ’gocial environment as well as a néw
educational expérience in béth the Francophone and Anglophone
milieus would result in their interminéling\with and adjusting
to the lifestyle-of éhe two host \groups respectively. Each
group, however, might exhibit a different rate of édju;tment due
to their past educational éxperiences. Theirvpaét experiences
in.sqcial evolution and new‘interéctiqns offered b§ a néw’
ed\cational enéi}onment, makes the study of the two groupsﬂ
educptio ;1 and -social adjustment to the Quebec society, all

/
the more significant. l

%, ) /

I ol
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, VARIABLES \/ '

The approach employed in is questionnaire was to start

\ with the "specifics" with an/examination of independent

variables going to the "general" with dependent variables.

The main independent variables examined in thq study are:

a
Y \

1) Place of birth (Anglophone and Fraﬁcophone Africa)
! 2) Other biographic variables including:

a) Sex -

-

* b) Age

j% Family size and structure
d) Length of stay in Canada
e) The type and length of education in the
' country of origin.
s The "specific” items constituted the first three sectionsof

°

the questionnaire under the headings:

]

~i) Biograpﬁic questions
ii) Biggraphié details of parents which also inclﬁaed
variables on family size and strueture ‘
iii) School relatediquestions
The variables were considered importgnt in that they would éive

us a general picture of. the Francophone and Anglophone Khoja

Ismaili groups' lifestyle in the new cultural environment.(jk~
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In East Africa, during the colonial era, the Khoja
Ismailis, as other Asians, played their characteristic role
as the middlemen in an essentially three-layered society ,
with the white expatriots at the top, the Asians in the mi%ddle

and the Africans occupying the bottom layer. The upper-layer

[}

expatriots controlled civil service and government administra-

o

tion. The Asians controlled trade and commerce whereas the

'Africans were largely agrarian people living on

farming. This three-layered, highly compartmentalized social

<7
structure along racial lines perpetuated to a la Ae degree

bsistence

‘

in the decolonized East Africa.

In Francophone Africa, the Khoja Ismailis were also traders
but their lives were not as sharply demarcated by racial

boundaries as in East Afriga.

Biographic variables examining parents' educational back-

ground and his present occupation,:Gitems (13b and 13d) were

Sreie

designed to assess how the Khoja Ismailis with a commercial
\ .

background have been able to adjust to.a new environment. Such
biographic details will seek to examine if ‘education has/indeed/

been a factor in their diversification into new occupational
! \ \

4

spheres.

N "
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' Questions éxamining the respondents' length of residence
in Canada would give an indication as to the probable extent
of the respondents' level of social adjustment in this century.
As stated in Chapter 1, at least a twelve-month settling-down
period would be éonsidered\feasible for a néw immigrant to get
habituated to his/her new educational and social environment

before a study of this nature can be said to have produced

effective ‘results.

DEPENDENT VARIABLES

\h:
Dependent variables in the instrument influencing the

\
degree of social adjustment of the Khoja Ismaili were sub-

1

divided into: 1) Attitudinal and. 2) Beha&ioural variables.
1) The attitudinal wvariables were based on the following
broad categories:
i) Thehstudents' perceptions of French and English
Canadians vif-a-vis the Khoja Ismaili community.
ii) Their attitudes towards schools, teacheré and
educational practices of the hdst.country.
iii) Their attituﬁes towards the Canadian values and
social practices such as dating, marriage and

friendship.

iv) Their sense of communal identity.

-t 4
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2) Behavioural variables measuring social adjhstment

encompassed:

i) dd%ing patterns
\ e

ii) friendship patterns:

1ii) dietry practices

Attitudinal and behavioural questions are designed to
assist the investigator to assess the degree of the respondents'
social adjustment. The social and educational system in East

Africa before decolonization reflected a tHree—ldyered set up

4 N

with the white expatriot children having accessibility to the
P \

exclusive "public" type school. The city day schools were

i

mostly run by Asian communities. Boarding schools in the
country run by missionaries were by and large attended by
African children. 1In the same vein clubs, hospitals and other

institutions were characterized by racial compartmentalization.

i

¢

Although the Khoja Ismaili institutions were desegregated <

early in the fifties, and the atmosphere of easy racial inter-

N

action pervaded the Khoja Ismaili institutions, the Khoja

Ismaili students still formed the majority in their primary

-

and high schools where the in-group feeling remained intense.
At the-University level the trend reversed. The Asians here
formed a distinct racial minority but the tight-knit communal

! "

| . coa . . . .
’ * enclaves, maintaining tangible links with their larger communi-

ties outside the campus, perpetuated.
\ .
¢

K
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o

In Montreal, the-Khoja Ismaili school population does not
constitute a collective unit. It is scattered and absorbed o
into different school boards, CEGEPs and Universities.

Most of the re;pondents have experienced at least a part of
high schools or CEGEPs where attitudes towards the host
éulture usually crystallize. Their perceptions with regard
to the host group values, culture and friendship patterns

(items 20, 21, 27 and 33) form an interesting basis for

comparison of the respondents' new environment viewed against

their East African cultural backdrop.

Other behavioural variables included attendance to the Jamat

.

Khana (item Q52) to degree of activity in religion; use of

the ethnic lanquage at home. (item Q45, 46) to determine amount
4

of language use to explore in group and out.of group feelings
\
(Q22-27).

(ii) Population

/ ) .
The research focussed on adolescents or young adults of

the Khoja Ismaili community attending institutions of post-

t

secondary education in Montreal on a full-time basis.

¢
i

i

—

By the fall of 1976, the student body of McGill and

Concordia had already established an ad hoc Jamat Khana used

1

specifically for the evening prayers at one of the Undergraduate

!
Library's attached staff-rooms. With the help of the "Mukhi"
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\

and "Kamadiani" (the lady. representative), the eligible
respondents were identified, and approached. Subsequently,

appointments were set up. The Francophone students were
9 .

identified with the assistance of a student at McGill, who
knew the Francophone contingent yell having lived and

studied in Zaire.

. - {
In all, twenty-five Anglophone and fifteen Francophones

were sthudied. In addition to these, there were three Anglo-
phone |(all males) and two Francophone (one male and one ﬁemale)
reﬁec ions. All five rejected on the grounds that the questions

probed}too deeply into their personal lives about which they

were uhwilling to communicate to any sources. The rejections

were made inspite of the guarantee made by the author'of the

-anonymity of the respondents' identity and,the assurance given

that all the data collected would be treated in a professional
r \ 1

and confidential manner.

\

' . o

METHODOLOG?

Initially, the first five questionnaires were distributed

but since the rateof return was poor, a different strategy was

.

employed thereafter. Appointments were set-up and the respond-
[ o
ents were administered the questionnaire under the author's

N

supervision either at h‘hlapartment or at the Van Horne Jamat

Khana cl ssroom. Six Ahglophone respondents felt more inclined

\./
to answe the questions verbally than to write them down. The

A
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o~

remainder (both Anglophone and Francophone respondents)

showed a preference to written than verbal method.

The "supervised" technique worked effectively. Genera&iy,
\ .
it took approximately an hour &and a guarter to an hour and

a half for the respondents to complete their questionnaires. '\

A few took longer than 2 hours.

hall}
P

Items designed to examine the attitudinal variables, more
particularly the respondents' perceptions of the French and
English Canadians and their values'against the Khoja Ismaili

background (26,33) elicited the highest numbers of comments

e.

and queries.

A large number (twelve Anglophones and nine Francophones)
felt that the item on their perceptions of the Canadiah way . ]
of life (item 29) had too many generalizations. Some could
not di%tinguish between thé two responses "Agree somewhat"

d "Disaqgree somewhat". Stateﬁgnts such as "Canadian young

ang superficial".could not fit into anytff the response slots. W

v

!

[
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A

A statement such as "while in Canada, .it 1is good for

international students to try to gi;e up their national
customs™, appeared to have irritated an Anglophone female
resﬁondent who claimed that the statement was "facetious".
Similarly, item'33 éonsisting of words and phfases used to
describe people (e.g. ambitious, obedient, aggressive, et&)

to be applied to each or all four groups (French Canadian, ' .
. \ “

English Canadian, Anglophone Khojas, Fraﬁcophone Khojas)

° o

was not ‘too favourably received. One student felt that the

.
entire section was}“blétent generalization" and therefore

refused to fill it. The others filled some parts of it
leaving the others blank,

DJ

The item examining the dating vatterns of the Khoja

7

Ismailis (Q35) was received with caution. One Anglphone

Lo
female felt that it was too "personal" requesting me to let
her omit that section. The refjuest was granted. Another

\
Anglophone malé sought repeated reassurances of confidentiality
regarding the entire matter. He had been living with a

Canadian girl. The relationship had ended and hg/was at -
A .

that time wooing a Khoja Ismdili/g;;l/tg’ﬁﬂbm he did not want

0 - et

T————  ___ to mention, his “romantic"past - at least not yet. Reassurances

. ¥
, . - . , N .
wére onge again given after which the section was completeéd. \

%
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\ s -
- \ ) .
Biographic queéjﬁons pertaining to respondents and

i

their parents did not meet with any problems nor did the

+
\, items related to schoobihg,variables.‘
N /

| v

The open-ended items at the end were received favourably.
1 ; \ '
FiVve Anglophones (three females and two males) asked for

N -

/extra sheets. The Francophones appeared more economical in

/ -

their answérs. Six used only half or one-quarter of the.

s

space provided dnd none ééked for extra sheets.

i
Data from the above instrument will be used to compare

'

the educational and social adjustment of the Anglophone and
! o

- Francophone Khoja Ismaili groups in Montreal.® o

6 {
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CHAPTER IV: ANALYSIS OF DATA e
oo~ <t o H

BIQGRAPHIC VARIABLES (See Table 1)

Bioéraphic variébles of the pa;ents indicate that the
Francophone Khoja Ismailfs have had an economic head start.
The majority arelinvol§ed in the business sphere (80 percent)
as opposed to 26 pe§cent Anglophone Khoja Ismailis. This

could be_attribpéed to the refugee status of the Ugandan

Khoja Ismailis who came to thi%,country virtually penniless.

o

The Francophone Khoja Ismailis, inspite of their expulsion

5]

from Zaire and Rwanda were allowed to bring their ligquid

assets with them. They have therefore managed to establish

,small-scale businesses such as dry-cleaning units, groceries, -

boutigques and gas-stations.
]
A large-number of Anglophone Khoja Ismailis have taken up
clerical occupations. These were the once established businesg-
men in their home .countries who'have been forced, under the

/
\
new circumstances, to take up clerical jobs such as bookkeeping,

i

inventoring or by becoming shipping and customs clerks or

‘even payroll clérks/ This occupational flexibility on the

{
part of the Anglophone Khoja Ismailis can be attributed to

S } ) ’
their educational background. Data in this study indlcqges

1

Y
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TABLE 1: Biographic Variables of Anglophone and
Francophone Respondents

Anglophones Francophones
N = 25 N 2 15
o % %
1. Sex Male 44 53
Female 56 47
Total 100 100
chi sg: 0.06, 1 d.f., p. N.S.
2. “age Less than 20 48 40
Between 20-25 52 60
Total 100 100
chi sq: 11.4, 8 d.f., p. N.S. .
3. 6rigin a) Kenya ’ 28 --
b) Uganda 60 --
c) Tanzania 12 -
d) Rwanda -- 20
N - e) <Zaire - 53
5 f) Malagasy -- 27
Total 100 100
chi sg: 39.9, 5 d.f., p_0.000
4. Date of Migration Between 72-74 64 y 57
Between 74-76 36 43
Total 100 100
chi sq: 17.6, 4 d.f., p 0.001 ' § -
5. Father's Education -a) Elemetary 26 28
b) Secondary 62 - 50
c) Secondary Higher 12 - 21
Total 100 100

chi

sq: 0.7, 2 d.f., p _ N.S.

-£5-
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~ TABLE 1: Cont'd ~
0 . _
s ' Anglophones Francophones
. N = 25 N =15
., % %
6. Father's Education a) Business 26 80
b) Skilled 51 -
¢ c) Semi-skilled - 6
o~ d) Salesman 10 -
e) Clerical 42 14
*'f) Other 17 -
Total 100 100
chi sg: 13.1, 5 d.f., -0.02
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sixty percent of the Anglophone Khoja Ismailis (male heads

. O
of the families) have had secog&;ry education which Has ‘
given them their ability to communicate in English as well as
their familiarity with figurework. Besides, their business
background had, in fact,greinforced their insight intog
figurework. In the new country, they could channel this
bagkgrouﬂd into clerical fields, a marked contrast to- Some
other immiérants who are forced into glue collar jobs,
either thfough their lack of educational background or because

they do not speak either of the two languages.

FRIENDSHIP PATTERNS AND SOCIAL INTERACTION (Table 2)

. "very often" and sixtyeight percent of the Anglopﬁope Khoja

- Fifty-six pereent of the Anglophone and sixty-one percent
of the Francophone Xhoja Ismaili respondents were of the
opinion that there are no important differences in which
Canadians and other Khoja Ismai}is think of friendship. Their
rate of interaction with the English and French host groups, {
respectively, is alsc high. Seventy-three peréént of the | ;{‘
Fréncophone Khoja Ismailis see their French Canadian frien?s

.

Ismailis see their English Caqadian friends "very often®

]

AL

(see Table 2).

¢
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TABLE 2: Social Relationships of the Anglophone and
/ Francophone Khoja Ismailis >
Anglophones Francophones
N = 25 N= 15
HOW OFTEN DO YOU VISIT: $ , %
1. French Canadian Friends very often 40 - 73
o fairly often 44 27
rarely - e 12 -
. no friends ) 4 -
- ’ total 100 ) 100
) chi sq: 5.1, 3 d.f., p N.S. .
2. English Canadian Friends very .often 68 27
¥ ' . fairly often 32 46
- - ’ rarely - - 7
) o no friends - 20
- ' ’ total © 100 100
; chi sg: 10,2, 3 d.f., p p.01 e o .
. 3. Khoja'?riends very often 88 93
fairly often 12 . 7
) rarely T - -
no friends -- -=
total 100 100
chi sg: 0.0, 1 d.f., p N.S.
4. Indian Friends very often 40 13
fairly often . 56 | . 27 &
, . rarely 4 ) --
- no friends - 60
} 3 total 100 100.
chi sq: 19.6, 3 d.f., p. 0.0002 .
5. Other Immigrant Friends “very often ¢ 48 53
ot fairly often - 40 : 20
/ rarely 8 12 20
. ) no friends -- 7
- total 100 N 100

chi sqg: 32., 3 d4.f., p. N.S.

-
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However, the 1ﬂ~group interaction on the part of both
groups appeared remarkably high. Ninety-three percent gf
the Francophone Khoja Ismailis and 83 percent of the
Anglophone Khoja Ismailis claimed that they see their Khoja
Ismaili friends "very often". Such a high rate of in-group
igterdction can be explained in terms of the highly institu-
: ‘ tionalized nature of the Kjoja Ismaili community set-up.
The Jamat Khana (prayer hall) as explained earlier does not Q

function meri}y as a meeting place for religious activities.

It also serves as a forum for socio-cultural activities often

%

held in the adjoining social hall.

el rgn

Besides the daily regular prayers, there are éanel— : - .
discussions, talks, Arts and Crlafts exhibitions, disco dances,
and the traditional (Rass, Garba) dances arranged by different
portfolio members that keep the community members of all ages

actively involved in the functions of the community organism.

apart from the interaction of the Anglophone and Francophone
\
’ Khoja Ismaili students with their host groups respe%tively,

e,

the perceptions of these Khoja Ismailis, vis-a-vis the host

group Canadians and their society, need to be examined. ™"

]
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IMPRESSIONS OF CANADA (Table 3)

Both groups rated more positive than negative in their
impressions of Canada which they felt were "favourable".

The majority in both groups also felt that they "liked

¢

the Canadian way of d1fe". Most of the respondents indicated

that they did not feel any particular sense of belonging to

~———

thei1r home countries (No. 3 in Table 3). The circumstances

under which the ANglophone Khoja Ismailis of Uganda as weidl

\
!

r

as those from Zaire, Rwanda and Malagasy left their countries,
! K

could be indicative of their lack of attachment towards their

home countries.

There was an attempt to examine the attitudes of the

Anglophone-Francophone Khoja gsmailis towards the two host

groups as well as towards each other (item 33). A set of
_categories with positive connotations (e.g. friendly, hospitable,

always think of others, yilling to make sacrifices for you
\ "

etc.) and thosewith negative connotations (consider foreigner

[
4

inferior, unfriendly, unoriginal, etc.) were employed. The

item elicited more positive-than negative responses from both
- N _ ) \
the Anglophone and Francophone Khoja Ismailis towards the’ two

3

host cultures (see Table 4). ' »
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TABLE 3: Attitudes Towards Canadians

3% AT o v A e e

Anglophones Francophones
A , N = 25 N = 15
e \ ) % %\
1. Canadians consider their own heads first. This is
a practical-way to live. ) v ]
- L very much agree 16 60
agree somewhat 52 N 40
g’ disagree somewhat 24 .=
very much disagree 8 --
» total 100 100
chi sq: 10.6, 3 d.f., p N.S. i}
2. Even if I never returned to my home country, I would o
always feel as if it were there,that I truly belonged. ) ?
very much agree 16 0
agree somewhat 20 7
y disagree somewhat 16 33 ;
very much disagree 48 60
total 100 100
chi sg: 5.0, 3 d4.f., /p. N.S.
3. Mosts Canadians do not seem to know gi respect the values
and cultures of my country. )
‘ very much agree 21 7
agree somewhat - 29 29
. disagree somewhat 46 57
very much disagree 4 7
N total 100 100
chi sg: 1.4, 3 d4d.f., p. N.S. .
4. My impressions about Canadians are now favourable.
very much agree 32 50
agree somewhat 32 50
' disagree -somewhat 36 -—
- very much disagree 20 87

T ]
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' - © TABLE 3: Cont'd ‘
T ~ Anglophones Francophones
i ; : N = 25 N = 15
g '
3 - % ~ %
o .
e 5. Khoja Ismailis have more things to avoid than to
5. learn in Canada. very much agree 16 7
b . agree somewhat 4 --
disagree somewhat 60 . 6
, very much disagree - 20 - 87
) total : 100 - 100
B chi sq: 17.1, 3 d.f., p 0.0007
6. I like -Canadian way of life "o
. very much agree 44 67 S
agree somewhat : 32 . . 26
X . disagree somewhat 20 --
G & very much disagree : 4 7
A . . total 100 100
ia chi sg: 4.8, 2 d.f., p 0.08
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\ chi sq:

18.0,

2 d.f., p  0.0001
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X - " TABLE 4: Characteristics Attributed by Respondents
to the Two Host Groups and to Each Other
Anglophones Francophones
‘ _ N = 25 N =15
2 kS
1. Khoja perceptions of French Caquians
more positive than negative 92 100
more negative than positive 8 -
g same -= -=
. total 100 100
chi sg: 0.14, 1 d.f., p N.S. |
. < [ea}
2, Khoja perceptions of English Canadians i
) more positive than negative . 84 64 N
more negative than positive 8 29 -
- same . 8 7
, tstal - ‘ 100 100
chi sq: 2.9, 3 d4.f., p N.S. “
3. Khoja -perceptions of Anglophone Khojas )
X more positive than negative 100 87
more negative than positive -= 7
same - 6
- total 100 ) 100
chi sg: 3.5, 2 d.f., p N.S. * ) TTTT e
4. Khoja perception of Francophone/Khojas o
‘ more positive than negative 30 100
__more negative than positive - 65 -
= same : 5 - B
total 100 100




S

-62-

With regard to their perception towards each other,
the Francophone Khojas exhibited a total affinity (100
percent) with their own Francophone contlngent,\while dis-
p}ajing a very favourab’le (B7 percent) disposition towards
the Angloéﬁone Khoja Ismailis. On the other hand, the
Anglophone Khojgs while, demohstrating a complete sense of
fraternity (lodf;ercent) towards their owA An;}Ophone group,
aézgiessed a more deprecatory attitude towards their Fraﬁco-

N
phone cohorts.

i
B

The high dggree of negativism expressed by ?he Anglophone
Khojas towards the Francophone Khojas could be explained in
terms of the latter's affluent lifestyles, which include
students driving expensive cars and keeping«abfeast with
the latest fashions. The Anglophone Khoja attitude towards
the Francophone Khojas can best be summed in a student's
remark to the effect that "Those Francophones show off their

L]

money and love to give in to fads".

-

<

FOOD HABITS - -~

Food habits of the Anglophone and Francophone Khoja

Ismailis reflect the perpetuation of their pre-migratory °

cuillinary pattern. Thirty-six percent of the Anglophone and

forty percent of the Francophone respondents claimed that the /

food ?repared at home was exclusively Indian. Twenty-eight
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percent Anglophones and thirteen percent Francophone Ismailis
stated that they had a mixture of Indian and Canadian foods,
whereas thirteen percent of the Francophone respondents

(zero percent Anglophones) claimed to have "other" (i.e.

s

Chinese, French, I%alian) dishes besides Ind&an food cooked
at home. \ ‘

v

' As far as personal preference was concerned, fifty-six
ercent Anglophones and fifty-three percent Francophones

stated their preference for Indian to any'other foods.

Q tl

R. ) / ' "

"Their length of residence in this country has not diminished
\

their taste for Indian foodd. Most would still preferhchagati,

v oo

pillau, and curries to hamburgers; french fries or sirloin
4 ]

steaks. >

|}

LANGUAGE ANALYSIS

All Khoja Ismailis from East and Central Africa are either
Gujarati or Kutchi speaking. Thrity-two percent of the
Anglophone and sixty percent of theVFrancophone respondents
indicated that their parents communicated\wiﬁh them gxclusively
in Kutchi. Another thirty-two peréent Anglophone respondents
and seven'percént Francophone respbndents spoke Gujaragi
with their parents: An in£eresting insight into the gradual

inclusion of either English or French into family communication

N\
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TABLE 5 : Language communication of Ahglophone and Francophone
o Khoja Ismailis with brothers and sisters
. . Anglophones 'Francophones
Q -
N 2 25 N & 15
o / - % %
g -Languages spoken :  English 21 5 0
French 0 20
Kutchi 4 -0
Gujarati 4 0 -
English & .
Kutchi 42 0
b English &
_ Gujarati 25 - ‘ 0
i
French & ‘
- Kutchi 0 33
Chi sq : 35.6, 9 d.f., p. N.5.
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1s indicated by the fact that thirty-eight percent of Anglo-
phones stated that their parents communicate with them in

either English and Kutchi (30 percent), or @Pglish and »

@

Gujarafi (B percent). Among the Francophone contingent only

seven percent spoke French and Kutchi and'another seven

percent, French and Gujarati to their parents.

Perhaps the growing predominance of* the two host languages

- - L)

in the Khoja Ismaili homes is shown in the following table (5)

indicating the exteht to which the respondents spoke either

English or French at home with their brothers or sisters. *

1
- ° '

DATING PATTERNS

comments that the Ismailis "seem to be the least inhibited
relatively speaking in their dating patterns, and the coffee

houses and restaurants in the, larger citieg are full of yohng\

Ismailies, especially.on Saturday mornings, eyeing each other °*

[
with interest and wanting it to be known that they do so".
4

This pre-migration trait has been transplanted in their new

]

environment for all the respondents {hundred percent from both
1 - .

<
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toTe c - - ’ TABﬁE 6: VleWS of Anglophone -and Francophone Khoja Ismallls .0
| ‘. . e ° . 1 ,Respondents Qn Marriage Outside Their Own Communlt}r
1 . . ;
" "* HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT MARRIAGE BETWEEN SOME o Anngphone_ Francophone
Y ONE IN-YOUR COMMUNITY WITH A CANADIAN <t N= 25 ° N=15
- o ' % %
" 1. No reason why not _ , o 67 ) : 67
- . : ‘ . ~
2. Shoul&\not be done because people and 0 . 20

cultures are too difficult

'

3; Should not be done becasue relations with- 4 0 '

: family, problems of where to llve are too
dlfflcult to solve - *

6 -

4. I could imagine it for mysg}f s g 4 0
. 5. Might work out for some,.but I could not - 25 ’ 13
. ’ imagine ‘it for myself ‘

Total _ 100 ‘ e 100

, : chi sq: 6.6, 4 d.f., p N.S.

T e T

_gg_



¢ P -

s

B "y,

TR
L4

v PR
£

s i o & kit ey

e e R O

-~

~

f_f‘

!

a

-66-

& P

groups) claimed that they have gone out on dates. This
behaviour presents a marked contrast to other immigrants from
the Ind;gn sub~-continent most o% whom have had very little
lnteraction with the opposite sex. Eight percent.An@lﬁfhone[
Khoja Ismailis and ninety-three percent Francophone respondents
have gone out wrtthanadians though the_degree of frgqueﬂcy

of dating on a long term pa§is declines. Only twenty percent

of the Anglophone and seventeen percent of the Francophone
/ ' |

. Khoja Ismailis have been dating Canadians for one year or

more.

7
. +

In response to how they felt about dating the Canadians,

o

forty percent Anglophone respondents and thirty-three percent

Francophone Khoja Ismailis stated that it was "a pdea§ant

o'

way to pass leisure time". ThirtQ;éix;percépt Anglophone and
sifty.percent Francophone respondents felt that it was a
"very meaninéful experience that h;s influenced me". Only
eight percent Anglophone Khoja Ismailis (zeré peréeht Franco-

phones) felt that dating Canadians was "all right but not very
} , .
relaxed or comfdrtable for me". ‘ |

.o
~

-
5

The item with regard to ther topic on marraige between some

one from the Khoja Ismaili community with a Canadian elicited

more positive than negative response (see Table 6). ) /

\
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TABLL 7: Religious Practices/Dietary Pattern

o 7

el
%
g,
e
M
B

2

Prodli

¥
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s
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e

R
. SRR

T

ek SRR N
SRR

[

g Anglophones Francophones
- ' * N= 25 Nwm 15
. % %
1. Do you say your dua regularly? ves 96 87
’ - ° ) no 4 13
.total /100 100
<chi sq: 0.2, 1 d.f., p N.S. /
2. Do you meditate in the morning? no * 40 27
. .o as often as I can 28 47
somet imes 32 26
: ) total 100 100
chi sq: 1.4, 2 d.f., p N.S.
3. Do you know some,of your Ginans? - ves 96 100
-0 : no ‘4 T =
. . total 100 100
. - chi sg: 0.06, 1 d.f., p N.S.
4. How often do you attend Samatkhana? wvery often 56 53
. - often 32 40
2 g fairly often 8 - 7
. rarely 4 6
total 100 100
.chi sg: 0.8, 3 d.f., p N.S.
5. What die%ary restrictions do you observe?- .
_ _ no pork 60 60
- no pork alcohol 20 v 33
: no restrictions ; 20 7
) : ) total- 100 100
chi sqf 1.7, 2 d.f., p N.S. .

-

<
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The item on the .parents’' attitude to the réspondents'
dating with Canadian (No. 40), produced an illuminating : .
response. Thirty-three percent of_the Anglophone respondents
felt that their parents would appgove; 17% stated that they ‘
would di§approve.and 25% felt that their parenés‘would dis-

approve at first but weould concede to it eventually. On the

other haﬁd, 47% Francophone respoﬁdents felt that their

F vy

parents wouLg approve. No respondents felt that their

Bt

ey

parents would disapprove, while 33% thought that their
parents would disapprove initially but would concede to their

going out with Canadians eventually.

3

v

\

An overview of-the dating patterns of the Anglophone
and Francophone Khoja Ismailis indicate that both groups
score very high on dating habits although thé,Francophone

! . KXhoja Ismailis would have a élight edge over their Anglophoné

4 1N AP BRGSO A
o

.1:'

‘counterparts. 'Francophoﬁe Khoja Ismaili parents, it would

. A
appear , are also more lib ral towards their children's social-

.\f’&

izing habits than the Anglophone Khoja Ismaili parents. ‘ j

i v -
(

CONCLUSION OF FINDINGS -

2
¥

Judlth Cadltz% dlscuSSLng the concepts of 1dent1flcatlon S

o

B

H
i
&
%
&
X
:
%

- and ass1m11at10n states, "one may assimilate 1nto the Amerlcan
¢ ) ~ \ . 4 a

‘K f culture by adotping certain styles of life in consumptién
4 - - ®
behaviour, dress, social conventions; manners of speaking,

and expressions of values and beliefs, and yet, at the same -
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time, still %dentify with a particular ethnic group.

This statement could well be appiied to the Khoja Ismail:

community of Montreal. \ ’

The findings demonstrate that the level ‘of social adjust-

ment of both groups 1s high.. For éXample, both the Franco-

phone and Anglophone groups scored high on dating habits.

They have all gone out on dates although the Francophone

Khoja Ismailis ranked higher (93 percent) on dating with

C%yadians than the_A;glophones (80 percent).
. \

.Both groups feel no restrictions with regard -to exogamous

—- marraiges. Sixty-seven percent in bothlgzgups responded bv

L]
stating that they see no reason why a member from the KhOja

Ismaili community should net marry a\ Canadian. ’

Both the Francophone and Anglophone Khoja Ismailis

\

ranked reasonably high on positive attitudes towards the

Canadian society. Sixty-seven 'percent Francophone and forty-

four percent Anglophones "agreed very much" to the, statement

"I like the Canadian way of life". The Francophone Khoja

’

Ismailis ranked slightly higher on attitudes towards Canadian .

g life and culture than the Anglophone Khoja I@mailis..

- l’
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The slight edge that‘the Francophones have ovér the
Anglophones in the behavioural or attitudinal dimension
may be attributed to the former group's exposed educational
background in their countries of origin. There being no
exclusive Asian or communal schools in Zaire, Rwanda or
N
‘Malagasy! the Francophone Khoja Ismailis were sent to thé
racially mixed schools atteﬁiéd by Africans, Asians and
Europeans. This could have been a factor enhancing their
out-group interactions. The Anglophone Khoja‘Ismailis of

East Africa went to schoosl which had a preponderance of

Asians over other racial groups. The three broad categories .

.that 1includeéd inner city Asian schools, the missionary run

\

boarding schools for Africans in the up-country areas and

European schools in the suburbs had .remained even after
\

decolonization, although a certain amount of racial mix had

been effected 1n all the three systems. Given that the out-
group interaction of the East African Khoja Ismailis had not

. v T - )
been as extensive as that of the Francophone Khoja Ismailis,

the social adjustment of the Anglophone Khoja Ismaili con-
tingent in Montreal has begen remarkably swift.

-

' . f
{

An important point to consider is that although both

AN

(Y /

groups scored high on social adjustment, their in-group \

'¢\: “ . .
interactions with their respective groups were even higher.

o
.

Eight-eight percent Anglophones and“ninety-th;ee percent

\
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Francophones claimed that they see their Khoja Ismaili
friends "very often". Both groups also scored_high on
réligious activities. Eight-seven percent Francophones and
ninety-six percént Anglophones attend Jamat Khana {egularly
“(1.e. more than twice a week). Almost all know at least

some of 4heir gnans.and most recite their Dua regularlyy

0

One reason for the ease with which the Khoja Ismaila

community has\identified with the new erivironment yet keeping

2] -~
close ties with the community and its activities, is its

adaptational flexibility. Thy.s was brought ‘dbout by the’
' ™~ 0 .
removal of crucially retarding strictures o©f traditional \

Indian Islam by the late Aga Khan in the mid-fifties. Hence, '
no Khoja Ismaili women have any inhibiting fear '6f Chaddur

.(veil) nor is a western lifestyle frowned upon by any Khoja

o

Ismaili male or female.\

. - are

5

In East Africa, the Khoja Ismailis were regarded as a
. ' v \

pace making group' (Bharati). In Canada, their® flexibility

1

to adapt to new environments and culture has qubled‘theﬁ to

identify positively with their new country of adoption. T
/ .
- ’ 3
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TABLE 8: The Extent of Khoja Ismaili involvement
"~ in their own religion
- ' . : Anglophones Francophones
) A : L N = 25 N= 15
' 4 LY - % . %
: , - T .
Have your religious practices chanded
since your arrival in Canada? . -
Same 50 - . 73
- Stricter - 20 13
_ Liberal - ) 30 14 .
- total - A 100 ¢ 100
- chi sg: 3.4, 2 4.f., p N,S. - N
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I CHAPTER V: CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS

CONCLUSIONS

Reviewing the Ugandan Ismaili situation up to the eve

of the 1972 expulsion, Gardner Thompson states:

t "YIn the°event, the Ismailis' separate o
identity was ignored in their 1dentification
! as 'Asians'. The positive pluralism that

they had displayed was not enough to counter
the historical legacy, the racial stereo- {
types, the economic rélationsh}ps, the pali-
tical weaknéss and physical conspicuousness
. o of the Asian minority... The Ugandan Ismailis
H P had to seek new countries of adoption but
' they could do so with a reputation as good
citizens and as an-accomplished and adaptable
- community, which their expulsion from Uganda,
‘: R ‘ in spite of the individual human suffering it
,ipvblved, did not destroy." (Thompson: 52).

AR R

AN
N

vt

The above description applies to the Khoja Ismailis of both
Francophone and Anglophone Africa besides those from Uganda.

' As stated in the preceding chapters, the community has

transplanted its institutions from its countries of corigin,

I3

SR

and is adapting these to its new cultural environment. Here,

3 ea -
el

kY
as in East Africa, its self—ascribed communal\identity is

~aisela

often seen as a part oﬁ an ethnically homogenéous popqlation.

1

¥

e

The respopdents, however, demonstrated favourable overall

impressions of the mnew society they are living in as well
. \\ -
as of their own communel institutions. Regarding the existing
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/,
gap between the Anglophone andﬂFrancophoﬁe Khoja Ismaili
student groups, it is believed that the presence of the
Admlnlstragive Committee, as a policy making body, may in
time, narrow the cultural differenges between tPe groups °
by involving both in common core projects.

¥

Referring to #he Comeau-Driedger findings based on
Klapp's thesis that "a strictly open social system'will be
entropic" (Comeau-Driedger, p. 616}, £he conclusions drawn °
from the study of seven ethnic groups in Wiﬁnipeg provide an
added dimension to the study of the Khoja Ismailis in the
context of ethnic participation in an open\sociai system
like that of Canada.

\

Fhe findings in Chapter 4 demonstrate that the Khoja
Ismaili situation is analogous to tha;yof the Fregch and the
Jewish communitiesin Winnipeg. They have a closed or
vitaiity—facilitatin; mecﬁanism such as their Jamat Khanas,
councils, Youth, Women, Welfare and other ogranizatons.

These engender a 'sense of communal sqlidafity.
N\

Their sense of ethnic.identification tends to be very
high for both -the Khoja groups sgoréd very high‘on in-group
friendsﬁip, attenﬁanée at the &a@at‘Khana, observatioﬁ of
religious pracéices as well as Ehe use of Kutchi or Gujarati

<
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However, there also seems to be a sh%éz towards an

open mechandism in that each group scored well above

t

average in its 1interactions' with the two host groups re-
spectively. Their strong identification with their new
country v%s—a-vis the old is also indicative of their

receptivity towards the new country, its culture and- its
Q

r

ideals. Behavioural variables such as their dating patterns,

and attitudinal variables quch as their perceptions of the

Canadian society, and their positive views on exogamous
A
marriages, indicated their assimilationist tendencies.
W v,
‘ 1a
' ~ W 0o

\\ ) 'ﬂ_
A general observation of the author over the past twoc

years has shown that although endogomous, there seems to be
A [

a growing tendency among the young Khoja Ismailis to lean
towards exogamous marriagesx At least eleven exogamous

marriages have taken place of which' nine were between Khoja

>
?o

Ismailis from both groups,and members of the two host groups.

A marked contrast between the Montreal Khoja Ismaili .

community dand the Jewish and French communities of Winnipeg

\ -
v

is that the Khoja Ismailis havg been consciously dissuaded

by their communal hierarchy from maintaining ecological sub-
A Y & b

systems in form of segregated residential conglomerations.’

<

~. The MéPtreal Khoja Ismaili community is scattered all over

the Island and its suburbs. This is another indication of .
. \ .

opening mechanism that could further hete;qgeneéus interaction.

Ay
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The Khoja Ismaili community could therefore be termed

“ 4

"ethnic i1dentifiers”" in the Comeau-Driedger terminology.
Caditz would most probably categorize them as "assimilated :

communalists"”

. Like the Jeyﬁkﬁ and French communities in Winnipeg, they

,
score highly op sound- closing mechanisms that give the

community a positive identity and a sense of worthiness.

‘ Hibh ethnic éffirmetion, community malntenance, low ethnic

[P

«denial, and a strong religious institution show p051tivé s

of ethnic awareness may lead to the creatlon of "psychlc

1. .. .
shelters" (Porter) which as Porter concedes are important 4

- \

for the raising of the "self-concpet of the low status groups"”.

(Porter: 301); +Although both the Aﬁglopnone and Francophone ’ i

Khoija Isma111 respondents did. indicate a tendency towards
psychlc shelters" through a high sense of communal affilia-
tion, the\community as a whole can hardly be termed "a low < .

status group”". The Khoja Ismaili community is small numer-

ically but’it does not exhibit a low status in terms of
occupational or social mobility. : | N
LI : . N . \ .
N
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identity 1s "less and less releygnt for the‘p?st—industriaf .

soclety because they cultures) emphasize yesterday rather
\

than tomorrow" cotld be considéred a valid observation af

t

an' ethnic nunity employed excessive closed mechanisms

thereby becoming socially insular.
" N , e ..

£
+

~ -
.

For a group such as the Khoja Igmaills,/hav1ng an adminis-
. s

1

’ - |
trativermachinery that employs a conscious’ interplay between . 4

closed and open mechanisms, the guestion of insurality doés . -
- - o o N o

N

not arise. , ' ° -

-
i ~

* For example, when the expellees from Uganda -arrived in

1

Montreal, they tended to congﬁégatq in a low income ethnic

area known as the Mountain Sights. Initially, there were
appro?imately 150 meﬁbeﬁszinskhat viciﬂlty liviné amidst many
‘oﬁher Third\Worlé e;hn%y groups:\ A basqmént épartment 5;5 .
'db%vertgd into éhe Jamat Khana §nd a reqﬁest w§s made to the- ’: ag
°Montrea1»Admin;strative Committeg to grant it an/officiaﬁ* 3

N -

status; but-the Montreal,Adminfstrative €ommittee, not wanting

v <

. °

to encpuraée‘the ghettoization of the community, refused to
. . ,

légalizé the Mountain Sights_Jamat Khana.
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A conscious at¢empt was madce by the Administrq/iyq
! Council to make the members of the community disperse rather
™~ . I N |

1

.

~ N
_than congregate in enclaves. ~Announcements werce made in the

y “

~ -" official Van-llorne Jamat Khana emphasizihg ‘this point. The

i N "unofficial" Jamat Khana at Mountain Sights rcached Ats
. 4 N

{ 0 =

N natural end when the Khéja Ismailis in that area stavted

v moving out. They Mad become better established cconomically.

w e

Many moved to their own homas while' others moved to.better

s

v

apaﬁ%m%nﬁéf The Mountain Sights Khoja Ismaili population

@
v

is now roughtly 20 members. ) .

f
[y ~ . ! »

,
»

'{ Another exanple of an open mechanism is the banquet given
. ¢ 1 '
in the honour of His Highness the Aga Khana at tHe Toronto

T AL o

~
-

Hilton by the Khoja Igéaili Regional Council for FEastern

R ]

.. Canada. Approximately 800'quests consisting of representatives

. . .. . |
from the Federal, Provincial and Municipal Governments, as

"

A

well as members of the Canadian establishmen& bankers,

|
professionals, academics and the clergy mingled with the Khoja

y

Ismaili representatives. The menu consisted of western dishes

.\
£
bt
IS
4

and alcoholic beverageg. were served.. The fact that the Khoja

Ismailis are not supposed to drink alcohol (although most do .

indulge in social drin&}ng) did. not prevent them from in;er— \
f

acting with members of the host culture who do imbibe as a ’

»

social norm. Such a situation wold enrage the orthodox Muslim

17 ' .
who, on many an occasion, has brapded the Ismailis as being

o

) hefetical (Bharati).3 ) . -
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The Tsmai1lig, however, are of the opinion that to march L

N

with the times,ione has to discard the rotrogrédsive, sartorial

i
.
stractures of religion without having to surrender one's

. . . 3
inherent veligious values. T . .

- / N R 1 ° - i
¢’ .
The Aga Khan,himself, has been onSatod in the woest

(na%vard)ﬂ, While he believes fi¥aly in adherence to religious
Erimciplos;*maintonanco of one's faith in the face of a matefiallyg
changing world and.the perpctuation of the coﬁmunity's social ;
and voluntary organi#fations (all are eximplos of closing’ O
méchanisms), he insists that the‘momhers of the Tsmaili commun~ -
ity identify with the country the arc 1ivin% in, not merecly by—" L
. becoming citizens but also by interact;nq with host groups at
all levels {(opening mechanisms). His consistant reminders :
to his' community everywhere to usé education as a step towa;dé
social adjustment in a rapidly changing global society is best

'

exemplified in his address to the Jamat (Congregation) in

Y .
Nairdbi in 1976: ' .
"You mu¢t \absdlutely take the maximum benefit .
’ of the aducation which you can obtain. Not
only does is education represent an insur-

ance for your future, not only does it give you
‘mobility, but at a time of crisis the young are.
going to have to work hard to be able to take
advantage of the"possibilities that exist. These
. possibilities are not going to be easy to
achieve, to obtain as they may be in the past;
and our young boys and young girls must be aware
of the fact that if they do not work properly,
? if they do not take maximum benefit from their )
education, nobody can help them to find satis-
factory empl%yment, a satisfactory outlet in -
.the future."-* - ‘ :
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. A final instance of a consCious, deliberate pof@@ of
1] . 1

an interplay between closing and opening mechanisms adopted

by the Khoja Ismaili hierarchy is iwdicatéd in the address
g

by Prifce Sadfuddin Aga Khan - (The Aga §han's uncle) to the.
Vancouver Khoja Ismaili unibersity students in which he

stated: C \' ‘.
' ’ » ;
‘ "Please remember that sometimes im the past
we like other people, tended to be paro-
chial, isolated, living too much in our, qwn
closed units. Instead of lodking outwards,
we tended to look inwards. Now that you are
in a great country with boundless horizons, '
* I want you to look outwdard and to think about
+ all the opportunitieq which .you have here" -
‘:« . "What.we have- to- seek, I think, is not only"
the physical 1ntegrat10n in the economy and
the social structure of the country, but we
have. to seek a kind of 1ntegrat10n of ideas!
in the small world that we live in. This is
what we have to aim for: An Integration of

Ideas"., ' ) -

) . . Py

IMPLICATIONS OF THE STUDY

At present, both the Khoja Ismalll student groups have

indicated a p051t1ve self 1mage through a strong ethntc

- . <

\
’1dent1ty that their 1nst1tut10nally aomplete community

. prov1des. They have remained dlfferentlated that is,

possessing the ability to xetain a distinct qommunal identity

withdp the society at iarﬁéf*“Yetw they also indidate tenden-

9

cies towards identification with-a bicultural Canadian socie£y.

- N :
b ~ - :
- / o
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The community has both sound closing.and opening mech-

anisms that has madé them ethnic-identificrs in—Comeau and
{ - ’ ‘
Driedqer's'terminology” There is no. lndlcatlon, at presént,

to support Gorddh s theory that over, a perxod of tlme, the

&

1

ethnic groups will ‘assimilate with the dhmlnant culture.

a

s

It is, however, difficult toyproject what the community's

Situation will be within a few géneratdions. " .

{
¢

oy 3 o

What is evident, though, i that the Anglophone attatudes

- . R . o { ’ o"
towards the Francophone Khoja Ismaill groups are more ﬁegatlve
than,positive. In’'time, this could escalate into a more pro-
nounced conflict situation. Alreafyu the Anglophone Khoija

. - ! i o

Ismaili studénts gather for pr rs at oné of the conference

cxooms at the McGill Undergradﬁat Librafy. They are often

w

i
‘joined by Concordia stuFents. I1tlis very seldom that Franco-

IS

phone Khoja Ismaili studen;é“join the McGill group for prayers.

H

This could be attributed to the long distance ,[from the University

of Montrea ;~ but the c¢lannishnesgs on the part of Anglophone

)

Khoja Ismaili students seems to be increasing. A rift among

student groups along linguistic lines could be imminent .
S j * !
¢p’ ( f
’
SU$GESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

1 . '
I “ .
; The Khoja Ismaili community is concentrated heatrily in

‘/c1t1e§ like Toronto, Vancouver, Calgary and Edmonton. Most

of these, unlike the ones in MOntreal, are not dichotomized ..

into linguistic groups.‘ Having immigratingfrom East Africa

g
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Uganda; Tanzania and Kenya) _they are all English speaking. .

! o ; ! . ' 2

'

»

c, . I ‘
A study.examining the social adaptation‘and education
[N

status of the rest of the Khoja Ismaili community in Canada

could shed significant light én the community's overall
. * > ' ”

progress in this country. . ' N

L @

y LS ) . o
T%f nMajority of the ‘Anglophone respondents in_td present

. , . \ .
study were females’(fifty—six percent). As the status of the .

Khoja Ismaili women had begun to change batk in the earl%

fifties, a comparative analysis of. the social, educational
f - \ ’ N “

and océupationalhad#ustment of the Khoja Ismaili males. and

B

~ »
females inm the context of their new environment may provide

some, new and interesting results.
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