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ABSTRAIT 

, \ " . 
Cette étude de recherche tente d~ comparer l'adRptation • 

sociale et éducatloÎmelle des groupes Khoja Ismailis anglophones 

et francophones qui, depuis léur arrivt'e 8 Montréal se sont 

1 rtrl-entifiés avec les communautés arH~laise et française respectivement. 

1 

Le groupe anglophone sC' compose de Khoj a lamai lis ugandni s 
Il 

qui vienent i Montr~8l lors de l'expulsion en 1972 ainsi que ceux. 
, Il 

du Kenya et de Tanzanie qui ont tmmigré8 dans ce pays en raison 

~'insécurité politique de ces\ pays. Le gr'oup<, francophone est 

l)ln~u6 de ~('UX du Z
0

81re, d~ Rwanda ,el de ln Rc;.pub,lique Malqâche. 

La "recherchC' a étc; cpncentrée SUl" 1eR jC'une8 adultes da la 

communauté Khoja !smaili qui fréquentaie~t des institutïons 

d'6duéation 'post-secondaire à Montréa~, À pleirt temps. Les 

groupes étudiés avaient généralement entre dix-sept et vingt!.quB t rC' 
1 

ans. L'échantillon anglophone se composait de 25 participants 

l'étude a dé montré un niveau élevé d' a,daption sociale des deux 

groupes estudiantins bieQ que les Khoja lsmailis francophones 

8~mblaient être légèrement ,mieux adaptés socialement,que leurs homologues 

anglopho~es._ Cette liger "pas" '\ été attribué à "baggage 'culturel" 
• co \ • 

différent. Les Khoja lsmaills anglophones venant d'un mirieu 

racialement compartimenté d'Afrique de l'est, tendait,à se diffiréncier 

plus que le groupe francophone dont la plupart'venaient d'écoles 

mixtes au point de vue racialet vivàient dans ,n environn~ment 

eoc~alement mixte • 

• Par conséquent, à Montréal, ils se sont adaptés plus rapipement. 
;' 

Les deux gro.upes Ont également manifes'té un sens pou~sé solidarité 

cOllll1lunautaire. 
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ABSTRA.cT 

i 1 

. 
This re~earch study sought. to compare the educational 

and soC' ial ad j ustrnen,t 0 f the Anglophone and· the Francophone 

Khoja Ism~ili;,.gr?UPS/~hO since t~Elir Vriva1 ïn Montreal 
. , 

have ldentified~themselves with the En~lish and the 
\ ' 

French host communi ties respecti vely. 

The AnglophoAe group conaisted of, the Uganda~ Khoja 

l smail:i:s who came to Montreal in the 1972 ,'expulsion, as weIl 
,1 ~ . (. ... 

as those from ,Kenya and Tanzania 1 ~ho havb immigrated to 

~his count~as, a result of po1itiça~ insecurity in these 

collntrie~ The Franèophone group constituted those from 
\ 

Zaire and Rwanda 'and the 1sland Republic,of Mqtagasy. 
'. \' 

<·The research 'fOC\.l8Sed o,n young jl'\lts of the' Khoja Ismaili 

community who were,at~ending'jfst1t~tions of post-secondary 

education in Montreal on a full-time bc:lsis. Those studied 

were norinally between the ages of s~<venteen and twe·nty-four. 

The Anglopho?te sample oo9siaud of twenty-five respondents 

a,nd t;here were fifteen .Franc6phones. 

The study demonstrated a high level of ~ocial adjustment 

of both the student groups thougr t~ Francophone Khoja 

Ismailis appeare~ slightl~re adjusted socially than their 
.... 1 --,~ ,}~, 

Anglophone counterpàrfs. Th~s sliglllt 'edge' wàs at tr ibuted 
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Khoja Ism~iiis .havi~g come fro~ a.r~cially compartmen~alized 
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o milieu of "East Af~.ica, tended to be l,more. differentiated 
\ ", • " <lo .. 

tha~ .t.~e, F~a~èoPhon':~nti~~~nt mo~~::. of~ whom wen~ t~ racially" 

rnix<;d schoo~s .nci' liV~ in a SOd.Ùr ~i"ed :~~ir~nrnent.. ' 

'In Montreal, therefo're, they ha~e so~i~11zed ,fastE)r.. Both 
---......---~ 

, , Il 

" groups strong sense of commimity sQlida,rity. 
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.. 0 

! ~ -, , 
Cana,da (l·no the Ugandan ExpellC!Els 

. . 
On August 7th, lQ72, President rdi Amin of Uqandn . . 

\ voca1i1.ed a "Dream" th~t hf' han to ~hC' bniJre nation, 

the'consequences of which altercd the course of that 

l\ 

C? 
o , 

country' s history. 'Accordinq ta the dre?m, Gad had decreed 
i 1 

. l 
~.«hat. th(' Asians had to leav(' Uqanda, -for they'had always 

'1 ! 1 

exploitcd the poor Africans and were~herefore the cnemies 

of both Ug,1 nda and A fr ic.1. ThereupOI'(, Amin ordercd the , . 
" 

expulsion~of 60,000 Asinns (citizens and non-citizens) from 
~.. G 

Uga nda wi th in n inetYD c\lays 2, fail ing which they w~uld, to 
, .\ 

use his own phrase, "be si tt ing on Ure" 1 which meant Naz i ., 

style concentratIon camps, the sites of which he had alr~ady 

selected in five different areas of the/' country. 

~\ 

The Asian 'JPopu,la'tion whic:!h was homogeneous ethnic,ally 

was split into, two major religious groups, the Hin~us and 

the Muslims. fhe other smaller divisions were the Goans who 
1 

are aIl Roman Catfiolics; and the parse~s who follow the 

Zohorastrian faith. 
... 

/) 

Whereas the British PasspQrt holders, who 

L 
, \ 

\ 

happel'jled to 

, 

be mostly Hindus, were absorbed by Britain just before the ... 

, \ 

o 

1 
1 

1 
1 j 
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November 7th deàdline, the other~, especially those whose 

Ugandan citizenship pa? s ha? been revoked by the Ugandan 

Nations authori tie i 

or .absorbed by countrie 

1 were airlifted either by",thè United 

varlous ~e~.~amps in Frurope 

<..::::::.::..~....--.-.."e", Uni ted Stat~s, c.an~ 
"Australia, Braz il and Sweden: 

.: 
, . 3 

Cpnada offered' sal1ct\Jary to six thousand Ugandan r,e,fugees 

who were rnostlrstatele:ss and belonged to the Khoja Ismaili 

4 ' ' 
·iect ~ Upon their arrival'in Canada, the majority of the 

(. 

K,hoja !sm~ilis de~ided to resettle in Er(~ Canada. Having 
" 

. grown tip. in .Bri,tish East Africa, al·l Asians 'ettept for the 

very ~id, haq acquired at least a fun~tional knowl,edge of the 

English lançu'age. While thê genera tiONS in their thirties 

and forties had their schooiing i~ English, the oider members 

had pickecl it up through business interaction with their 

( 
" 
, 

~poloniai masters or had sorne sort of on the job taining. The 
\1 '--. 

refugees feit that their knQwledge 0~'English would enable ~ 
~ . 

thern to readjust faster)in the, English,speaking provinces. 
t' j -r \) 

Also, most "of them tended to g,ravitate towards théir relatives, 

friends dr 'con'tacts Wh~. ha;;:,lreadY immigràted ea:ilier < from 

East 'Afric'~ '~d had e~tablished 'themseives iri' tl1e En,91ish 0, 
f \ _ c. • 1> 

, , 

speaking provinces. Som~; who had no particùlar destination 
"'" !} l 

,in C~nda'~ were reQ':1ested te s'taY,in M6iitreal br.' the I~igr9-tion 

'i , 

& 
W 

1 

, ' 

1 
i 
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OfficiaIs at Longue Point, their first stop in Canada. 
, ,I, 

Mon~real, therefore, received four hundred'Anglophone 
.... t~, 

1 

lsmailis sorne o~ whom have since then lef.t for English 

speaking provinc,es . 

In 1973, there was anoth~r minor wave of Asian expulsion. 

!. . , This time the expellees came from Francophone Africa - Zaire, 
, ' 

L ", -, 
~wanda and Burundi (formerly Belgian colonies) and the 

,,1 Repul>lic of _la~a,$l'f(fOrrnerlY ~Olonized by Francè) .. 

~ Altbough Canada'absorbed eight hundred expellees as an 

,( '-'.~,.",:.;,ini tial gès~ure ,this did not receive any media coverage. t . "",,~ , 

1
~ r' ,<"" , •• ""r S'ince these ne~comers were all Francophones, tj1ey chose to 

~"/ ' 'l' 

l 
J, l, 
l 
f 
~, 

settle' in Quebèc. The present population of the Francophone 

and Angloph6ne Khoja Ismailis, according to a survey con-

dueCZb a ~hoja lsmaili Commit tee of Mon~real, is 1300 
, P . 5 

memB r f which three hundred are Eng~ish speakJ.ng . 

',( ii) 'TJ:1èoretical Base 
" \ 

o 6 
~e~eas in East~ Africa, they were a 'visible' rninority 

j " 
in a p~~dominaritly black African population, in Canada they 

. 'found themselves, in a somewhat'" _parallel sittuation. They were 

once again a '~isible' group in ~ pre~ominantly white popula

tion. In East Africa, the hast gro~p tended ta identify them 

1 

/ 

, -, 
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as a homoge~eous ethnie group and the term "Asian" referring 

to anyone from the Subcontinent of lihdia'who'\~a,s domiciled 

in East A~r'ica, ga~'~2~a;) grea t ,cu'rrency. Similarly, in 
l 

Canada, the Euro-Can~;dians 'have not yet become aware of the 

Kfoja Isrnailis 1 as weIl as the'"other groups ~f Sou'th Asian 

ancestry as beinq religi9usly or linguistically heterogeneous 

entiti~s. They' have been clàssified 'once again as an 

eth'nically hornogeneous population and terms such as "East 

Indians" 'or "Pakistanis" (the l recently coined "Paki Il fs 

used as a pejorative term for South Asians in general), 

have been widely applied, not only to the East and Central 

ç:. 
African Khoja Ismailis, but te anyene who appears to have 

c 

a claim of Indian. ancestry. The Khoja I~rnail.i cOJ;nmunity 

in Canada, is in fact, a highly inl?titutfonal ized cOl\ll1luni ty 

having its own organizational.. set-up. However, -despite its 

significant ascriptive difference based~pafticularly on 

religion, it does con~ide~ itself a part of th~ larger Ea~t 
, 
/' 

Indian pop\ulation which is once again defined by ethnie 

ascription, sometimes following nationality, sometimes depending 

upon cultural indicators, and at times depending_upon religion. 

Before foeussingon the .Khoja Isrnaili community in the, 

'context of s'orne Qther 1 v+sible 1 minori ties, i t would be, per

t\.~t to analy'ze the functions of 'opening', and telosing' 

meehanisrns of an ethnie group as studied by Carneau and" 
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Driedger 7. Opening and closing can be considereq ,as part 

of a shifting strategy to get most of the best Jinforrnation 

and less of the worst.noise. A balance between intake and 

outflow of information will produce the best results for 

any social system. When for instance, there is only continuous 

intake, there cornes a point where 1n.fprmation overload sets 

in. î~ 
It is then that a\closing mechan~sm is needed. 

A model analyzing ethnie communities in the cont~xt of 

opening and closing rnechanisms was developed by K~app which 

iltustrated that for cultures to survive in a struc~ïrally 

and socially open society, no matter what the ,ethnie group, 

there would be a need for both opening and closing meehanisms. 

If a group ~xperienced too much intake through opening mechanism, 

,it would suffer a i~~k of reinforcement of strong ethnie values 

and a subsequent 105s of. cultural herita-ge. If, on the other 
--

hand, a group had only closing meehani5ms, i t would rernain 
, 

estranged from the mainstream 
1 _, 

society and be fo~ced ta exist 
II 

more or less in isolâtion. 

Carneau and Driedgér 8 amplify Klapp's elaims that new 

immigrants must find sorne points of ethnie subeultùral :: 
• 1 

iden~ity fthrough mechanisms of closure). otherwise, they will 
l, 

1apse into anomie (marginal) state. They consider that three 

p , ... 1 
U 
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vital mechanisms of closure are needed in any immigrant 

ethnie group te maintain its communal boundary which, in 
\ 

turn, would helghten a sense af\ethnic iden~ity. These 

vital mechanisms are cuitural identity, ethnie self identity 

and institutional completeness. The ter~ "institutional 

co~pleteness" was originally used by Raymond Breton 9 

Vitality-facilitating mechanisrns such as churches, synagogues, 
\ , 

voluntary communal' Organiza~tns or parochial educational 

systems are aIl symbols tha[ ~SSist in promoting institutional 
"01 co'mpleteness. '\, 

1( 

" -", 

rEthnic Cultural tdentificatio\: sorne dimensions of 
" • "\ ',> • 

cultural identification as selectectXby Corneau and Driedger were 

endogamy, choice of in-group friends i" attendance ta churches 

and the use of mother tongue at. ,home.;· 

i 
Ethnie Self-Identity: wh en a rnember is proud of hls/her' 

ethnie heritage, involved in his/her cornmunity, he will 
\ 

exhibit traits of self-affirmation as opposed to the one who, 
\ ' 

as a result of his feelings of inferiority or his need to hide 

his cultural identity, would resort ta,self-denial. Whereas 

~elf-affirmation is a' vitality-facilitating mechanism, self

deniai is seen as a vitality-inhibiting mechanism that feads 

r: 

J 
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. fo margina1ity. Comèau a~?ODriedger e1aim that it is 

important for ethnie groups to maintaino a sense of "we Il , 

and "they", else a di1enuna of getti'ng "caught between their 

identities as rnembers of the larger socieites and their 
, 10 

ident i ties as members '" 0 f their partieular group" (Newman: 

228), may resu1t in their fa11ing into a marginal vacuum. 

The study involving seven ethnie groups, the French, 
, , 

Germans, Britis~, Poles, Scandinav}ans, Ukranians ;rd the 

,~ews by Cerneau and Driedger indicated that the Jews and the 

French ii Winn~peg provided ~xamp1es of ethnie groups that 

were able to rétain both their own cultural heritage a's 

weIl as adopted characteristics of do~nant society. Their 

vitality-facilitating (or closing) mechanisms such as the 

churches, synagogues, yeluntary associations, cultural' 

heritage and larguage' (espec~ally with ~he French) helped 

td keep them culturally distinct (plura1istic and di\fferentiated)~ 

as weIl as ,cult~rally and structura11y integrated into the 

ovérall host Canadian society . .. 

l' ~ " 
-..."{~ . 

t 

\, 

, l 
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\ " , 
Comea'u and Driedger have employed the terrn "ethnie 

iden~if iers Il to re'fer to the Jews and French of Winnipeg. 

Caditz \o,Tould most probably eategorize thern as "assirnilated 

communal ists" , "meaning those ethnie group members who' adopt 
" 

'many of the ~alues, beliefs and eus toms of the,majority, 

group, rnaintain a communal set of social relation-

ships. 

o \ 

other hand, the British and Scandinavians were 

found more or l~ss assimilated. 
\ , 
They d1d not have exclusiv~ 

• \ r() 

associat ions or organizations, nor di,d they have a high sense 

of ethnie identity as the former two. They have,_ however, 

fitted thernselves into the achievernent oriented socio-

·econornic system of Canada. 

Th~ Poles, Ukra'inians and Germans were found to be most 

marginal. They had no major closing mechanisrns to give thern 
\ 

a strong sense of cultural identity nor were they assimil~ted 

" , ,u like the English and the Scandinavians. They tended to exper-
~~ ~, 

~ ience ethnic denia1 rather than ethnie affirmatiop. 

, \ 

In view of the recent influx of non-white irnrnigr~nts rnostly 

from the Third Wor1d areas, it would be apprdpriate to study 
-;1\ 

the visible groups such as the Chi~ese, Japanese and South 
, \' 

Asians within an analytieal framework based on Klapp's thesis 

th t ' , 1 '1 \ , Il l' a 15, a str1ct y open SOCla system Wl resu t 1n entropy. 
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Marginality (entropy) caused by such an open system will 

result in in~ividuals of that group to identify neither 

with their in-group nor with the host socie~y .. An overview -of the arrivaI" relocation and subsequent socialization of 

these ethnie communities, which have certain shared charac, 
teristics in these areas, would give us an'insight into the 

dynamics of the adj~stment problems of visible ethnie groups 

in thJ canadian'mosaic. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE . 

The Chinese Experience: The Chin~se were 'oulled' to Canada 
o 

for economic reasons. The ,lure of gold, and later, of employ-

ment with the Canadian Pacific Railways, brought about a large 

Chinese influx. The first encounter of Chinese with Canadians 

took place in British Columbia in the mid-ISOOs. From the 

very outset, the anti-Chinese feelings by the 

populace were mahifested through violence and 
1 \ 

These spread through the Prairies and even to 

Bri~ish Columbia 
'\ 

press propaganda.· 

Torontoll 

(Paupst: p. 54-59). As a result of the \oppr~ssion by i 

Canad~an Society at large, the Chinese in Canada withdrew' 

into sub-cultùre which manifested itself in the formation of 

l'cultural ghettos Il or Chinatowns aIl over North America. This 
'::~ '" 

____ -' total closur~l,Ilo,(Comeau-DrJedger) remained uncha.~ged until the 
. 

post-war immigration of the educated Chine se elite from Hong 
" 

Kong. Being professionals, businessmen and clerips, thesé 

j ,~".. • ... -. 
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'\ 

Chinese chose the life in the~white community and used 
as 

Chinatown only/a buffer zone for the transition from their 

native culture ta the adoptedbne. As vaisey12 points-out, 

there exists in the Chinese community toftay a dichotomy, 
1 , 

epi1Lomized on the one hand, by the pre-war immigrants who 
l 

have maintained rnany aspects of their traditional life styles 

in t~eir cultural qhettos, and who are relu~ta~t to adapt 

them~elves to the new style of Chinesa can~dian~' life as a 

result of their initial hostile enco~nters with the host 
\ 

group. On the other hand, one sees the newly arriyed 
\ , 

educated elite from Bong Kong, and the second and tnird 
\ 

generation Chinese Canadians, who are more prone to adapting 

to the rnajority culture. vo{sey's account o·f the Chinese 

community seen in the light of Comeau-Driedger analsyis; 0 

demonstrates the two divisions in the Chinese community: 
1 

the older, pre-war gene~atiqn enforcing,too'many closing 
" 

\: \ 1 

mechanisms , thereby becoming insular; conversely, the newer 

immigrants and the y~nger generation employing more opèning 

than closing mechanism in their oyerall social interactions. 

The Japanese Expe~ience: The Japanese, like the Chinese, had 
\ 

\ 
~n e,conomic_ motiv,e for irnmigrating to Canada. Du~ to popula-

tion pressure and scarcity of land, Japanese farmers had 
\ 

begun migrating to countries bordering the Pac±fic. The 

Anti-~a\Panese feelings by the host group rema'ined persistently \ 

\"-

? 

,~ , \ 
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intense l3 . The climax reached in 1942 when the enti~e West 

Coast Japanese community was interned and relocated through 

the W~r Measures Act. At the war's end, about 4000 were 

forced ta leave the courtry under a Government "Repatriation" 
, 

'Scheme. The second g~ner,ation Japanese (Nise1) who remained" 

behind started conscious acculturation to North American 

milieu in an effort to be a vital part of the North Americ,an 

mainstream. The third generation (Sansei) therefore have 

become, in the words of Mel Tsuji 14 , "super Canadians~ at 

o ~ , 

the expense of their Japanese 1dent1ty. o b 0 h olS H1ra ayas 1 1 

Danielsl6 and Kitano 17 have noted that the Sansei have under-

gone extensive acculturation. The exogamous rnarriage rates 

are at fifty per~ent and abbve. Added te thi~, their horizontal 
\ 

interaction ?nd the upward mobility provided by education has 

in fact, brought a~out an emer.gence of a Middleman minori ty. ., \ 
~ 

The Sanse! like the Bri tlsh and Scandin'avians in Winnipe:P' have 

achieved status in the main culture. They ,have few clJsing \1 

mechanisms a~d have, therefore,obecome majority assimilators. 

~ 

The South Asian Experience: The East Indians, like their pre-

cursors the Chinese and the Japanese, were ~pulled" to 

canada for economic reasons. Their smaller nu~bers, by con

trast with the Japanese and Chinese, ~id not protect the 

"Hindoos", as the immigrants from Indla were generally cal1ed, 

from the anti-~sian antagonism that became prevalent in British 

') C 1 mb 0 d C lOf 0 18 o U 1a an a 1 orn1a . 
\ 
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Their arrival coincided with the Depression that-was 

causing a high rate of unemp10yment in the majority g~oup. 

The anti-oriental feelings ~ere already beginning to surface. 

The 1907 anti-oriental riots fanned by the Asiatic Exclusion 

League made the Governm~nt take lmmediate act10n to stop the 
1 1 

Immigration: ~he Indians were mad to paya sum South Asian 

of at least $200 called "head tax., upon their arrivaI in 

Canada. From 1909 onwards, they also had to reach Canada 

'" 
via a single continuous passage. This becarne a near i~ssible 
task since few ships sai1ed directly betwéen India and Canada. 

Perhaps the most memorable incident in the history of the 

South Asian Immigration to Canada is the Kornagata Maru expe'rience 

of 1914. Three hundred and seventy six Sikh passengers on 
\ 

a Japanese steamer caîled the Kornagata Maru arrivéd at the ... 
Vanc~ver harbour on May 23, 1974 19 . In view of the newly , 

imposed ban on the East Indian immigration, the passéngers were 

not perrnitted to disembark. Instead, they were quarantined 

,on the ship unt!l July 23id. The growing frustrations culminated, 
~ -

in riots on board that took the lives of twenty men. Finally, 

, h' h ' l f "f. d ' d under a naval escort, t e ~ ~p e t the harbour an returne 

ta India where more riots took place upon its arrivalthere. 

The incident reflects the defiahbe on, th epatt of the passengers 
\ 

who brar'ed the trans-Pacifie journey to c'ome to a new land; 

"'~-

~-... ---' ... 
l,x., ~'\... ~'J~ '~I 
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it also indicates the intran~i9~nce on the part of the 

Canad:Lan GO.vernment, through itsl restrictive and e'xca..üsive 

Government policles. 

1 v 

\ "-Not only was there la control on the, South Asian immigra-

tion, but those who were lin the country were denied the 

franchise. ,They were not on vo'ters' list and could not 

apply for various licenses. The Indian community ther~fore 

rem~inedin small isolated pockets alienated from the Canadian 

mainstream. Like the pre-war Chinese and Japa~ese, they 
, \ 

\ 

ensured their ~xistence, in the faèe of a hostile environment 

throughself- impo'sed c!osures. It was the liberalization of 

éanadian Immigration policies in the 6Ô~S that brought'larger 

numbers of the overseas South Asians from the Carribean 
\ 

" 
Islands of Ja~aica and Trinidad, from Guyana, Eastern and 

\ 

Ceritral Africa as well as from Mauritillls an"d the Fijii's 
\ 

'besides the obvious sources such as India, Pakistan and 

Sri'Lanka. Buchignani, quoting the 1973-74 census figures, 

says that at'present there are at least 150,000 people of 

\ h ' . d 20 Il Saut ASl.an ancestry 'l.n Gana a . Of the~e, approxima~ely 

30,000 are Khoja ismailis. 21 
,-- -' . 

The Asians from East and Centra\l Africâ are~<;(m9", the 

newest arrivaIs in this coun~ry and as such no ex~nsl.ve 

study of the group's reloca:tion ha's been carried out yet. 

\1 

I~ 
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Apart from the Government reports such as the Green Paper 

Repprt that ment~pns the circumstances under which the Ugandan , , 

expellees arrived and the Government involvement in relocating 

th'em, Krauter and Davis have also touched on the~ arrivaI and 

b t t t l t f t h U d A · . C d 2..2 Ù·' . su sequen rese emen 0 e' qan an S .lans .ln ana a .. _" "<#,~''? 

An indepth research on the ~~~imilation of Ugandan Asians 

in C,algary has bèen carried out by Morah (1973) 24. The resui ts, 

while indicat~ng that th~ As~~ns have assimi~ated only moder

ately into the Canadian cult'ure conte/te, \ have dem6nstrated 

that the high levei 0 educational attaihment.and occupational , , 
~ 

status 1 both of wh' ch the majority of hi"s respondents possessed, 
, .. ~.~ ~ 

were the two Ail)' icators that could affect the process of 

assimilat ion furlther. Unfortunately 1 Morah 1 s research does 

exhibit certain ambiguities that-need ~o be looked into. 

, , 
The rnajority of' his respondents had l~ved in Calgary for 

" ( 

only a Fhort st;>ace of time \(9-10 months) and orny one haà 

been a resident of Calgary for l year. Itocould be maintained. 

that the proc~ssof acculturation Nffected on the very day 

of the immigràntst~arrival in a n~land. However, the 

uganda'ns had arrived in Canada under sp~1ial circurnstahces. 

Most were still in a state of shock at h~v~ng lef~ tHeir 

country within th~. 90-day d"eadline. Sorne had thEùr families -~_ 

, 

1 \ 
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broken up, with sorne rnembers being airlifted by the United 
t'I 

Nations to \be taken to the Refugee,camps in E:rope. Added 

to th{s trauma was the climate that was totally different 

f.t'om the one they had left behirid. Under the cir.cumstances, 

the study such as the one carried out by Morah could have 
, \ 

been more meaningiul had he inst~tuted at least a twelve to 

\ " 

fifteen month time lapse durinb which ~he residents could 

havelmade~mselves more accustomed to their new- environm~nt. 

, 
Morah claims that "Most Asians did not want to assimilàte 

to thei~ hosts or even to t~ke out Ugandan citizenship, , ' 

holding either to their British Passports or to use British 

prote~t~6n." His research i~dieates that 80% of his 

respQpdents were of Muslim persua.ion. It is very ~ikely that 

• 

.> 

these" were Khoja Ismal'Îis, sinee the majority of tl'ie Ugandan J 
Asians who'were seleeted by the Canadian authorities w€re) 

Khoja IsmaiLia. In fact,' Buœhî.gnanl il1 hiJ'brr;liOgraPhY of 

South Asians in Canada does mention Morah, who he indieates 

studied the Is~ailis in Calgary25. If indeed the majo~ity 

of Morah! s res~~~~nts w~re Khôja ISrnaill.~' a point that has 

not been discussed in the thesis, his '~rl'er statement on 
, ,lé) , Co 

Asians not wishing ta take out Uganaan citizenships is totally 
> \ 

~roneous for the Khoja Ismailis ~ere one distinctive g~oup 

who made, it a point to idéntify with the country they were 

\ 26' living in by becoming citizens (Bharati; Thomson, Gardner) . 
, 

", 
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Havint.J?ftçome stateless, they suddenly faêed the 'prospect 

'of be~~ hurleÇl into the soncen~.r.ation camps that President 
~ , 4 

6 t 

! 

Amin hap. been talking about. Eefore the 90-day deadl.ine,. 

however,,,they were airlifted out of Uganda by many nations ofc . \ 

1 

whièb Canada was one. SixtY'percent of these stateless 
"- , 

Ugandan expellees who w~re absorbed by Canada were Khola 

Ismailis (Gardner Thompson, 51.) 

(iii) Defini tio,n of the l?roblem 
, ", 

Ubale, in d~lineating the problems faced by th~ South " 

Asian community in terms of race prejudlce to discrlmlnatlon 
-. J -.... 

from the dominant Canadian group, states "The lntenslty 0% 

vi1ence and, ~,~e ,~xumt 
tneprevailing a~athy on 

lead to frustr~t on and 

, ,,27 
Commun1ty ~ 

, J~ / 

of discrinunation on the one hand ,and 

the pa t of policy makers on the other, 

nt wi thln the So~th.? As;ian 

The school, co, stitutes a 50 'et y in rnicrocosm where the o. Q , 
problems as well ,as prejudices of the outside society are 

localized 'w,i,thin the school wa'lls. 'Ubale draws attention to 

, , 

.. the internaI and 'external problerns that a South Asian pupil ~ 
has~\ fo con~ with. The fo~er ar.i.es from ~~. 
of the South ;sian child as c~mpa~- entirely differ-

'ent type of surrou~~~ch he/she,is suddenly faced. 

l ' 

." 
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1 

The latter results fro~ the image about him and the country 
\ . 
~\, $128 

of his origin in the ~inds of ueachers and other children. 
J ) 

It is manifested ip ~he ,form of name-caI1ing, harassme~t 

and bu1lying, b6th qn the ~chool "c;Jrounds 1 and' outside the 
, . 

, \ 

schoo'l periphery tha,t has been levelU:!d at South Asian groups, 

among them the Khoja ,lsmailis. ÀLthough that has not been 

50 much a problem in Montreal as in Toronto, Vancouver and 
~ , 

Calgary. " 

The problem encountered by Khoja Ismaili adolesce s 

at h1gh or post high school levél may'be one of 
/ 

, '""'" oeial ratner 

than educational adjustment. Students jo' 1ng secondary or 

post-secondary level insitutions in rench or Eng11sh do not 

have to go through speci:al tr: in ei the rof these 

languages as French i th the official language as w~~l as 

the medium ~J,-rnstruetion at schools in Zaire, Rwanda, 

and M~laqasy.i The same applieso to English and the 
o 

~ast Afriean 'eountr ies 0l Uganda, "Kenya and Tanzania. 
\ 

Tanzanis's polieies,~t making Swahili the official' language 

" and the medium of instruction at the primary school level 

have remained a theoretical success but a practical failure 
\ 

as on:, both levels- English i5 stli,ll the dominant la,ngUag//' 

1 , p 
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.. 

Social problems may emerge iJ the e~isting norms and 

soc ial beh'aviour 0 f the dominant group are viewed wi th ' 

'j 

"shoek" or disapproval by new students resulting in the with-

drawal syndrome described very succintly in Tania Das ~upta's 

personal account entitled "Experlence of the Immigrant 

Youth" : 

"I wéfs alientated from the students ' completely. 
1 spok~ their languaqe b~t not their mind. 1 
was not faml11ar with their envïronment which was 
now mine, ~.g. TV., snow, .dating, ma~e-up, 
weekends and so on. I couldh't relate to them. 
1 tried but failed miseràbly by coming out with 
ridiculous statements which were not felt but 
manufactured and which they couldn't understand 
in the first place bec~use~f my accent. 1 was 
totally different from them. They h~ short 
hair, i' had long braids; the girls w6>re make-up 
t d idn ' t; they shàved thelr legs, l' didn' t and so 
on. "29 ! 

The Khoja Ismal1,is have been regarqf>d as more "progressive 0 

than their- other Asian counterparts even ln E~st Africa and' 

w~stern social activities such as dancing, dating and~lnter. 

personal,relationships between the sexes have become acceptable . . 

in the Khoja Isrnaili East .A fr ican setting. 30 "Socialization in"," 
~, 

their new land rnay therefore,not pose as great a problem t6) ~t 
the,Khoj~ Ismailis as to their other South Asian cohorts.' 

1 

The pr~blem of a negative s~lf-concept as a visible mtnor-
9 \ 

ity member 'amidst a rnajority white school population can be 

viewed bes:t. in the following two personal àccounts.· 5adhu 

. h h' • '1. .". . ' Id" . <! h' J' 51ng D~aml ln hlS ·Dlscoverlng the New Wor descrlues lS 

. 
early experience as a you~h in Canada in the twenties and 

, . 
-----~~-------_.~.-

: / .~ ~ ~ .. ~' .. -t~~~~ ... ~~~:~ . . ,., ... \. 
.. ,...... ~ 

~cl •• ,,~;~ . ..., 
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thirties. , " 

"With this broadening, however, the old and 
the new in me, never at peace for long, came 
into conflict even more sharply. At times, 
there ~as confusion, perpiexing enough, but 
short-lived, for an active life could not 
nurse indecision for long. At others, r 
managed to achieve a modus vivendi, and esta
blished a measure of Ooordination, if not har
mony, between the two. Normally, however, r 
sHuttled, both ~entally and physica11y, between 
the miniature o1~ India of my community, 
closely knit by the strange, not always 
friendly, environment and the vast new world, 
engaged in folding the wilderness back like 
earth against the plow and building a new 
civilization. "31 

It i~ mandatory for sikh males to keep their hair long as 

prescribed in their religious beliefs b4t Dhami cuts his 

hair in arder to "westernize" and decides he "could not 

revert to orthodoxy. ,,32 

, 
He, therefore, decides to project a positive image by . 

becoming one of the majority; he resorts to a western lif~ 

style. On the' other hand 1 Tania Das Gupta "became more an 

'Indian than lever was before. l wore a kameez to school, 
~ " 

refused tO,adopt the Ck~adian ~ccent, ate with my hands and 

t d It l h .ll. 't 1. f d t' hat/bY h" th' asser e my cu ura ~r1 age. oun aV1nq 1S 

identity ~J 'retainedJmy dignity:n
33 

1 

r . 
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t~d'''' The proplem of a minority self-concept has been a pre-
"J.,.Z-"~ 

t, 

/1 valent one arnong aIl visible 'rninorities in North, J}.~erican 

schools. A f~w solutions to such a conflict need ~o be .... 
examined. 

, \, 34 
Lita Lizer Schwartz and Natalie laser advocate 

the introduction of ethnic literature and history in the 
Il ' 

schobl curricula in order to create a bétter understand1nq 
, 1 

between "ma jori ty-rninor i ty groups. Uj imoto 35 suggests employ lnq 
-

"the. re-educativ'e strategy" which reguires t~ educational 

institutions to provide teachi~g aid~ ethn~tultural curr1cula 

and .teachers familiar with the socio-cultural heritage of 
1 

several ethnie groups. 36 Sancroft suqgests a need to achieve 

a "Psychic breakthrough" so that a full participat10n in . 
society 1S restricted not o~ly to the two founding races 

but can open to aIl Canadians. 

(H,) SignifiGance of, the Study 
, 

The Khoja lsmaili community as a minoiity among rni~orities 

is an interesting challenge for research for both linguistic-
. l ' 

- 1 i . 

groups have'a homogeneous ethnic and religious base. They 
. 

both have a distinct Indian heritage pertaining to their relig-

ion, culture and mother tongu,e, 'Gujarati. However, the differ-
-

ences in the social outlook created by the two linguistic gtoups 
'-' 

have evolved from each group' 5 past colonial experi,ence in 

Africa and are associateëi wi th the two linguist:i:è.-Ïlost groups, 

the English and the French, in Montreal. 
! 

... 
" 
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In Montreal, members of both Khoja groups have been 

seen interacting with each othe~ on the basis of their 

\ COMmon Indian language, Gujarati, (dialect - Kutchi) and 

religion; with rnembers of the host 6ulture, by rneans of 

their coloni~l language. 

, \ 

- This linguistic dichotomy in the Kho]a Ismaili communlty 

poses an interesting basis of comparison as to which aroup 
< ..... ' 

i8 stronger in rnaintaining it~ ethnicity or conversely in 

acculturating with the dominant culture. 

. Morah has focussed his research on Ugandan Asians-in 

Calgary, rnost of whorn are Khoja Ismailis. Other than that, 

no extensive research has been carried out on the Is~ili 1 

community elsewhere in Canada. The present comparative 

study on social and educational adjustrnent of the linguistically 
, 

dichotornized Khoja ISMaili group is therefore the first and 

could therefore b~ar significance not only for ~he cornmunity 
, 

administrators in Montreal or the rest of Canada who'are 

involved in the planning of educational, economic and social 

strategies, for the community in this country, ~ut also for 

rnernbérs from different ethnie groups who are interested in 

ethn~ relations in particular, and ethnicity in general. 

" " 

- j 
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Immigration of the S,outh Asigns, espeèially' of the 

Ugandan Asians, after their expulsion in 1972, has been 

r'- 0 

the sUBject of much public concern in Canada. 
".l.;': ,- Il 

The Ca~adian 
;_"1 /-'.c-

public has focussèd its attention on the efforts made by 

\ 
the Departrnent of ManpoweF and Immigration to settle and 

reloc e ~ese in~i viduais .:rn Canadian society. In th."is 

conte i t - is ~mportant to study how far the Khoja communi ty' s 

reset h~s succeeded in th~s Province. 

LIMITAT 

\ \ 
The stùdy has certa~n l~m~tatl0ns. A study of the soc·iai 

or educationai adJustment of the student population at eIe-

mentary or secondary levei has not been inciuded in this 
\ . 

research which has been restrlcted ta a post-secondary sarnple. 
'f!' ' 

An~ttempt was made ta study the entlre fuII-t~me post-
Il 

sec;ondary student population but due to the lack of"'partici
\ 

pat,ion by sorne rnembers and prah'llems of time, the study was 

restricted to a sarnple df the entire ~tudent population. 

-
Twenty-five out of th!:'ity-three Ang,lophone students and 

;" 

fifteen out of twenty-one Francophones'were finally studied. 

~ . 
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The Montreal Khoja r5maili ~ommunity i5 a' small seg
\ 

ment in the ov~rall Ismaili population in Canada of which 

the heaviest concentration iS'in Toronto. The findings 

of this study are localized and ar~ therefore not indicative 

of the Jarnats (congrégation) elsewhere in C?-nada."~here' the 

rate~ of educational and social adjustmenis might vary. 

f.or instance, in Toronto, the Khoja 1smaili cornmunity 
, 

is decentral~ied. It has twelv~ Jamat Khanas, as a result 
1 

of which, religious 
\ 

\ 

and socral activlties of the community 

are \oidely scattered. rn Montreal, where there is only one 

Jamat Khana, ". a sense of toqetherness prevails which 

may be lacklng\ in Toronto. 

Decentralization cou,ld weaken the ln-9roup feelings 

arnong the.youth who might be more ~rone to interact outside 
, .. 

the community boundaries through primarv relationships 

with the host group. On the other hand, there might exist 

s-tronger bonds between the different. Jamats (congrega tl0ns) 
, \ ~ ::: 

-the~eby strengthenihg the in-group ~eeling~~ A comparative 

study of SUGh scopé is beyond the limited' localized résearch 

of the present study . \ 

• 

\ 
\ 

\ 

\ 
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FOOTNOTES - C~A~T~R I 

" 

The term 'Asian' is/an East Afri~~ neo1ogism 
tha.t refers ta aIl domiciled people from the sub
continent of\In,dia. The term "Indiap' seems to 
refer to guests from India, ternporary visitors or 
Indian agencies and the people o~ !ndia. 

\ 

A correspondent 'A Ugand~n Diary', Transition, 
No. 42, Vol. 8(V) 1973, p. 13-19. 

The Movements of Asians from Uganda (The Green er) 
n The Immigration Prograrn ,2, A Re art of the Can 

Immigration and Population Study, Manpower and 
Immigration (Ott~wa,: I"nformation Canada, 1974 h p. 110 . 
This report$ states that apart from Britain itself, 
Canada ultimately ~ecelved more Ugandan ASlans ~han 
all other countries'combined between Sept. 5 ta 
Nov. S, 1972. Over 6000 Asians obtained Immiqrant 
Visas on the spot. Ch~~red alrplanes flew the, 
refugees directly from Kampa~a ta Montreal. Al together, 
44JO persans were airlifted to Canada ln thirty-one 
flights. 

'The Ugandan Argus', Uganda's offic1.al Daily had made. 
séveral ,references ta the Canadian team of officiaIs 
givlng top priority ta the processing of applications 
of the 'displaced per~ons' most of whom be1onged' ta 
Khola Isrnalli sect. Britain was not prepared ta 
shoulder the responsibi1ity for these stateless 
people' as she had her own shar~,.of "British Asian' 
citlzens to take care of. ';. '0 ' 

The Khoja lsmaili Councils and Committees collaborate 
tG conduct population surveys annually in aIl cities 
or towns where the Ismaili community is centered. 
According to the 1976 survey, the lsmaili population 
in Montreal comprised 1300 rnembers. 
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1 
6. The terrn liA Visible Minority", to use Adair and 

~osenstock's definition refers to a group of~peoPle 
that can not, by virtue of complexion, disap ear 

* 

into the dominant group within one generatio. Dennis 
Adair and Janet Rosenstock, Exploring Racial 
Attitudes Amang Adolescents Multicultaralism 
(Toronto: Univ.\of Toronto, 1977), p.S. 

i 

Klapp, O. Currents of Unrest: An Introduction to 
Collective Behayior. New York: Holt, Rinehart 
& Winston, 1972. 

7. Carneau, Larry, R. & Driedqer, Leo. "Ethnie Open~ng 
and Closing in an Open System: A Canadian Example," 
in ·Social Forces, Vol. 57:2, iSpecial Issue) Dec., 
1978, pp. 600-620. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

* 

Comeau and _Dr.lredqer define an open acial system as, 
being one that h~s hiqh intern,l econbmic, pali~~ca] 
and social dlfferentlation, a relatively open achieve
ment oriented stratification system, and a st~uctural 
pattern of majorlty-minority relationships, p. 60. 

Breton, R. "Institutional Completmessof Ethnie 
Communi ties and Personal Relations to Immigrants", 
American Journal of Sociology, .Sept. 1970, pp. 193-205. 

Newman, Willlam,~. American Plura1ism: A Study of 
Minon ty Groups and Social Theory. New York: Harper 
and ROW 1 l 97 3, P . 2 2 8 . 

Cad~ tz , JUdith: "Ethnie Identl f lcation, lnte-ethnic 
Context,' and Belief ln Inte'grat ~on," Social Forces, 
Vol. 54, 1975-1976, pp. 632-637. 

Caditz has 4 ma;or categories on her assimilation -
identification scale. These are (i) Assimilated
associationa1ists, (ii) Identified-comrnua1ists, 
(iii) Assimilated-cornrnunalists, (iv) Identified-
Associationalists. RSSlmilated Communalists are those 
ethnie group members who adopt many of the values, 
beliefs and customs of-the majority group and yet 
'ma~ntain a communal set of social relationships. 
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Paupst indicates the Press hostiljty through Macleans 
Magazine, Saturday Night and the muckracking Jack 
Canuk that constantly exeelled in pejorative re'marks 
and pernicious write-ups on IIthe Yellow Peril" or 
the "Asiatic Plague" as the Chinese came to be known. 

12. Voisey, Paul, L. "'l'wo Chinese Cornmuni ties in Alberta: 

13. 

t' ( 
1 

14' . J. 

\ 15 ~ 

Hi'. 
\ 

17. 

An Historical Perspective", Canadian Ethnie Studies, 
Vol. 2, No. 2, December 1970, p. 16. 

Palmer! Howard. "Antl-Orienta1 Sentlment in Alberta: 
, 188~20". Canadian Ethnic Studies, .vol. 2, No. 2, 
December 1970, p. 42-46. 

Palmer, Howard, ed. "Introduction: Hlstorlcal Background", 
Immigr?tion and the ~ise of Multiculturallsm. Toronto: 
Capp Clark Pub., 1975, p. 15. 

Hirabsyashi, Gordon, "Japanese Canadians: A New Awareness" , 
Canadian E~hnic Studie~, Vol. 9, No. l, 1977, pp. 101-103. 

Daniels, Roger, "The Japanese Experienc~ ln North America: 
An Essay in Comparative Racism", Canadian Ethnic Studies, 
Vo 1. 9, 1977 '. p~. 91-100 . 

*itano, Barry, "Japanes~ Americans: The Deve10pment of 
a Middleman Minority", Pacific Historica1 Rttview, Vol. 43, 
1974, pp. 500-519. 

1 

18. Hess, Gary, ~ "The Forgotten Asian Amerieans: The East 
Indian Cornmunity in the United States", Pacific H;!storical 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

11. __ 

Review t Vol. 43, 1974, pp. 577-596. ' .. 

Buehignani, Norm. liA Review of the Historical.and 
Sociologieal Literature on Ea~t Indians in Canada", 
Canadian Ethnie Studies, Vol. 19, No. l, 1977, pp. 89. 

Buchignani, NOrm. op. cit., p. 86 . 

These figures belong to a recent nation-Wide survey of the 
Khoja Ismailis carried out by the Khoja IsrnftilTa National 
Cbuncil for Canada. 
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Krauter, Joseph, E. & Morris, Davis. Minority 
Canadians: Ethnie Groups, Toronto: Metheun Publications, 
1 978, pp. ~ 90 - 91.. 

24. Morah, Benson, C. The Assimilation of Ugandan Asians 
in Calgary. M.A.' Dissertation, Dept. of Sociology, 
University of Calqary, 1974. 

25. Buchignani, N. "A Review of the Historical and Sociological 
Literature on East Indians in Canada", op. cit., p. 95. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30.' 

31. 

32. 

\ 

Gardner Thompson. "The Ismai1is ~_}l~nda"; op. cit., p. 43. 

Ubale, Bhavsaheb. Equal Opportunity and Public Po1icy. 
A Report on concerns of the South Asian Canadian 1 

C;ommunity regarding their place in the Canadian Mosaic, 
subrnitted ta the'A.H. General of Ontario by the South 
Asian Canadian community, p. 4. 

Ibid, p. 25. 

Tania Das Gupta. "Experience of an Immigrant Youth". 
Unpub1ished paper at NACOI Conf., p. 2. 

Bharati, A. op. cit., p. 320-321. 

Dh~mi, S. 5ingh. "Discovering the 'New World". Queen's 
Quarterly, Vol. 76, 1969, p. 203. 

Ibid., p. 202. 

33.' Tania ~as Gupta. op. cit., p. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

Schwartz, Li ta, L. & 1sser, Natalie. "Forgetten Minori ties , 
Self-Concept and the Schdols". The Social St\Jdies, 
Vol. 69, No. 5, 1978, pp. 118-189.' 

\ . , 

Ujirnoto, Victor. .lfAsian Canadian Minorities and Multi
culturalism~ PercêptiQns and Strategies for Planned 
Social Change". Paper prepared for presentation of the 
Third Canadian Conference on Mu1ticulturalism, Governrnent 
Conference' Center, Ottawa, Oct. 27-29, 1978, p. 9. 

- ~... 1 

Ban'Croft, George. . "Where do we go frpm Here". Unpublished 
papei presented t~ NACOI Conference, Toronto. pp. 4-5. 
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CHAPTE~ II: THE ORIGIN8 AND EVOLUTION 

OF THE KHOJA ISMAILIS 

(i) Early History 
u 

The Khoja Ismaili sect beJongs to the Shi~ div1
u

sion , 

of Islam. It is a part of a l~rqer Ismaili movement that 
l'" 

sowed i ts poli tico rel igious sœeds f'rom the 11'11= ter pa"rt oJ 
( 

the eight century up the thirteenth ~entury in countries 

stretching from North Africa, Egypt, ~yria, Persia, Yemen~ 

Sindh and Northern India. 

-
, l ' 

In order that the present situation is more meaningful, 
\ 1" 

it i5 necessary to bri~fly outline the ~volution if Islam 
1 

1 

with its factional development~ The origins and growth Df 

Isma~lism and its relat10nship to the Khoja str~rid h1gh-

lighting certain syncritistic characteristics, have made it 
1 

uniq'ue in i ts wider Isla;ic macrocosm. 

r 

Schisms in Islam developed upon the death<- of the Porophet 
1 

1 (AD 632). - There were basicàlly 'two main factions. On~ 

, supporte-d Abu Bakr and a Caliphate based <,:m the 'elE;!ctive 

- , 

princ~ple. Those who opted for Abu 5akr .carne to be known 

as Sunnis (adherents of 'Sunna or dogma). The Ca'liph,' 
1 • 

according to the Suni:üs, 'can exert his authority in a polit-

ïcal sph~rè only. His authority is merely temporal. 

( \ 

\~ 

1 • 

, '. 

'i 
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"" Those belongihg to the Shia division o~ Islam" pledged 
. 

, their a:J.legience to. Alli /. the companion of Mohammed, the . ~, 

vicar 9f God, mai~taining that the prophet had bequeathed 

bath ~ecular and spl'ritual leade:rdhip to .Ali and his descendents \\\ 

l 
by F\at~ma ~_the Prophet' S only daughter. 

.. 
:", The Shias regard 'Ali as their first Il Imam" - Imam referring 

'to the linèal descendent of the P~op,het, the seCUlar(_ --"'-~ 
spirituqi leader of the Shia sect ef Islam. 

,\ __ -l 
/' 

/ 
Abu'Bakr~ who succeeded the Prophet'as the eaiiph brought 

the whole' of Arabia under the rule of Islam. He was po~soned 

in 63'4 AD~ His successor, Caliph Uma~ who extended the 
~ 1. 

l , 

Muslim dominion over Syr~a, Iraq and 'Persia tn the North and 

\ 
Tripel~ in the west, was aIse later murdered. H~s successor, 

Ut.hman, the Umayyad, Was aiso slain. He was succeéded' by 

AI~, ha~led by the Sh~as as their' first legitimate suc\cessor 

" 
of the Prophet. 

\\ 
l' 

Internecine struggles 

resui ted not only in Ali: s 

that of his qon, Husseirt. 

1 
between the Shias and the 

~ 

\~~ \ 
Umayyads 

death on the battlefield but 
\ 

aiso 
::; -----..-...-... 

Hussein's son'Zain-Al-Abedin 
\ . 

(the third Imam, according te the Shias) e'scaped from Kerbala 

to"live in,Med~na, where .~e-gained tremend9us respect? 

II 

J 

' .. ' 

~ 

l, 

-
" 1 

1 

J 
1 • 
1 
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• 
A majGr schism in the Shia communlty was brought about 

by the death of the sixth Imam - Jafat sadiq. 
\. "r 

Sorne gave 

~,+legiance to the line of his descend~pt;s th~ough his ''é'l-éH~r 
-, 

sop and designated heir, Imam Ismail, and came to be knawn 
1 

as'Ismaills. Others claimed that Ismail's younger brother 

Musa Kazim was in fact the real Imam. The follawers of Musa 

,Kazirn continued ta give allegiance ta five more Imams after 

Musa bélieving that their last Imam (i.e. twelfth) has gane 

into cancealmént but will reappear one day ta grant final 

salvation 'to his followers. These followers became known as 

the Twelver sect or Ithna'Ashariya. They are v€ry strong ~n 

Iran now where this b~mch of Sh"lsm is the officla1 rellgion. 

They are also fOun~ the Indian sub-contlnent as weIl as 

in East Africa. 

The followers of Ismail, assumed a deliberate anonymity 

'and practised theii:' faith fn secr~t (taquiya)4 because olf the" 

hostility they encountered from the Abbasid sunnis as weIl 

as Twelv~rs. The whereabouts of the Imams was generally kept 

a' secret and ~nly a few of his~closest advïsors ~new where 

they were. When tbey resurfaced in the 9th'~entury AD, their 
o 

rnovernent had aS~l,lÎned both political and doctrinal sophistidatian.
5 
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At this time, the Ismaili doctrine, was spread to Yemen, 

Sindh, India and North ,A.,fr ic"a by agent.s (dai) of t'he instit u-
~ r 

. f h 1 l , • .' 6 
t~on 0 t e Da wa 1 em~ssor~es. 

Unaer the eleventh Imam (910 AD) an age of glory for the 

• 
I~maili Imamat began that lasted for two centuries, adopting 

the title of Al-Fatimiyyum (the Fatimid Dynasty) after Fatima, 

the Prophet's daughter, and w~fe of Ali, from whom the Imams, , 

the present Imam being Karim Aga Khan, claim descente The 

l' . 
Fatimids, in 969 AD had a claim to an emplre that included 

ê~J' 
'f 

besides North Africa and Egypt, the Islands of Malta, Corsica, 

Sardinia and Sicily as weIl as Palestine, Syria, the Hi]az 

and S indh. The early Fa timid era lasting until 975 AD 

was characterized by a political stability and administrative 

cohesiveness that remains unique in the history of Islam. 
~ ~.,j? • 

Political ~tabi~ity co~ined with econQmic prosperity.led to 

a blossoming of culture and learning. The Fatimid Imams 

pat~onized both c~ltural acCty and sClentific researcPI' 
1, 

and Cairo with ,Its lÙ-Azr upiversity becarne the centre of civil-

ization that i;lttrâcted large numbers of physicians ,", astronomers, 

rnathernatic~ans, historians and philosophers. 

, . 
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(ii) NIZARI ISMAILISM 

The" later per iod starting about 1036 AD of the 

,F~1;imid reign was ~ent with internaI strife that èlimaxed'" in 

" the reign of the 18th Imam, Al Mustansir in AD 1094. His 

death caused yet another schism among the Ismai1is. The 

rni1itary ~pposed his e1der son, Nizar and support~d the 

younger brother, Mustea11i. Nizar nad his fol1owing in parts 

of Iran and Syria where his fol1owers became known as Nizari 

l smai 1ls. 
1 

In Egypt, Yemen and Sudan,Mustèa11i was hai1ed 
i 

as the new Imam and his followers became known as Mustea11ians 

or Bohr~. M~stea11ians believe that the grandson of Mustea11i, 

Tayib, has gone into "occultation." When Sa11adin took over 

Egypt (1171 AD) 1 the Fa timid dynasty came to an end. The 

MustealIl cornmuni ty flour ished in Yemeri and Guj ~rat. 

In the face of a renewed hosti e environment, the 

fo'lloweres of Nizar withd:r:ew in 

-
different parts " tel1ectua1, phi1osorhica1 

and theological activitie flourished. ALso, it was during , 

" the Nizari phase of Ismai1i1m that the,Ismaili doctrine 

absorbed ~e.persian Sufic (Mystica1)·principle that 

"deepened into a real coalescence of the Ismaili and Sufi 

dimensiqn of· Islam. " '7 " 



./ 

( 

( 

~,......-.--..- -

/ , 

'. / 

-'29-

(iii) KHOJA ISMAILISM 

Thè fortress.strength of the 

an end with the Mongoi ~nv-asions ( 

to 

Thereafter, 'the 
~ • 1_ \ 

• fsmail i., Imams and followerp again reverted ta taquiya 

, ' 

disguising their activities unde sufism, again 
~~ - / 

eXpahd~ng the Ismaili 'underground 

\' '\ 
network~ 

. 
As Hollister PQi~ts ou-t,_ "From i~s beginning, 

. ~ 

Ismailism has dependeq on an o~aniied programme of ~eaching 
'. 

lor i\s streng{h~ Not through armies ,but through seleyted 

an~ll-trained dais, it' sp:read. ,,9 As the Nizari da IW\ reached 

India, it set the stage for the rise o~smailism. 
, -~- l'J 

Thus, despite invasions and pol.itical term~~ation of the' ~mail i 

states ru the sect per'sisted. 

The Ni versidn of Ismailism cloaked in heavyrsufic 

overtones t at took roots in the Indian soil, did not have 
\ 

the politic connotations of the Fatimid strand ,of Ismailism 

that had ~een earlier established in Sindh~O 

In the fourteenth century partiçularly, the'Nizari Isrnaili 
'--. 

movement gained a great mC!mentum with the acrival of the" 

Ismaili "pirs" (wand:ring ~issionaires) f~om Iran to Northern 
,) . 

Inida. They began an 'htensified program ~n Kashmir spreading - , 

, 
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~--

to Cutch into KatKia~&r through Gujarat and BOmbay~l .. 
The new converts were named Khoja frorn the term Kwaja 

which means "the honorable gentlemen," a title that has 

been carr.ied to this da;'2 Thos,e froJTl the GUJarat areas were 

from the trading class (Lohana) who in the nineteenth century, 

migrated to East Africa~3 

(iV}THE KHOJA ISMAIL! TRADITION 

Prof essor Bernard Lewis has stated that "Ismaili'Sm evolved 

over a long périod and a wide area and meant different things 
l 

at different times and places ... 14 For example, d~r ing the 

" Fatimid reign in Egypt, certain Hellenistic (Greek) ~oncepts, 

especially the Ptolemaic' system and, Neoplatonism, were absorbed 

into the Ismaili cosmology. In the same vein, in Iran, Nizari 

Isrnailism synthesized a rich Sufic (mystic:al) perspective., 

whereas in In~ia it 'fused certain Hinduistic 'strands which are 

best reflected in the gnan literature O(gnan or ginan are 

devotional peorns composed by the Pirs and used to impart 

religious values. ) "-
'\ 

The Pirs, studied.-and assimilated the languages, customs 

and cultures of the various ~indu castes and fused aspects 

'of local 'religions with Nizari Ismailism. At the outset, .. 

, ~ ... ,1 



( 

r 
i 

t ( 
" t 
t 
1 

, :, 
" , 
" • " i 
~ 
1 

f 
{ 

1. 

" 

( 

Il 

,j 

-31-

therefore, the Nizari 1smaili missionaries set out to slft 

the me~ning and spirit of Is~a~ from its h~rd Arabie shell~5 
They explained the high ideals of Islam in familiar terms 

of the ancestral religion and c.ul ture of the new converts r 

Hinduism. They emphasized the need to strive to be good 
• 

• 
~u'mins (sincere adept9 to the sp1rit of Islam) rather than 

1 

good Muslims - those who formally profess Islam but often 

ignore its spirit and implicat~ons~6 

Hollister 17 claims that in the Khoja tr/adi tion, Pir 

sadar Di~ holds the most important position for it was he 

who qave the title .of Kwaja to the new converts from which 

Khoja has been derived. It w~s also Pir Sadar Din who 

started the institution of the Jamat Khana (prayer house). 

(v) EARLY MIGRATION OF THE KHOJA IS~~LIS TO~:ÈAST AFRICA 

A consistent network l'Of commercial 1ntercourse between 

East Africa and the western coast of India haB been carried 

out since long before the Christian era~ The Periplus of 

the Erythraen Sea (a guide book to the Indian ocean) written 
\: 

{n AD 60· mentions a regular, close-knit network of Indi~n 

Ocean trade bet~een "Africa and ·Barygaza."18 

--------.--:-t,~, "w-:-, -,~ .. : ::-;-::--: < ,1~,- ., 

'\. - ... 
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The'first Khoja Ismailis played a vital raIe in the 

economie de~élopment of East Africa." These merchants came 
\ 

,to the East Coast ~pon the invitation of Seyyid Said (1806-

56) who hadmoved his capital from Muscat, Oman to the 
\ 

Island of Zanzibar off the East African Coast. With 'his 

r er.r.curagement, there soon formed a large nucleus of mérchants 
À \I.....q 1 \..1, 8~ yt il' l' 1\ '.1 '1 l f l L' 1 • ~ 

en]dying'fhe Sultan's confidence and expanding their b~siness 
"-

enterprisês on the èoast and intô the int.-erior as fali, as 

Lake Victoria .19 

, ,<J. '1 . 
Sorne of the famous Khojà Ismaili rerchants of the last 

century wére Tharya Topan (later knigited by. Queen Vic~oria), 

Nasser Lillani,/pe Allidina Visram and Hajee Paroo. 

They consolidaJe~ bu inesses on the East African Coast and 

the Islanè.s of Zànzi.bar, pemb'a and Kilwa and helped to open 

up the interior by establishing a chain of "dukas" (shopsl 
~ 

along with the slave earavan routes and.later aldng the 
, 

East Afrie~ Railw~y up to~Lake Victoria, -into the Congo , 
, ,20 

State (now Zaire) and the sourthern pudan. They were among 

il \ 
the first Asians te 'help build the land that was to become ( 

British East Africa. Mangat's assessment of Sir Tharya T~pan's 

eontribut~5 in East Africa is apt: 
\ 

1\ 
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, ) 

"As a leader of the ma jori ty of the Indian 
,community in Zanzibar, the Khojas, Tharya 
'Topan was to play an important role in 
Zanzib<!.r'\ affairs during the 1870' s and the 
1880's:~and his success was to provide an' 
impetus to the Khoja Ismaili enterprise 
in East Africa generally. In 1881, he sup
ported Kirk's efforts to' establish a schooV 
in Zanzibar by undeFtaking to provid~ 
Rs 200,000 for the pur.pose. As a leading 
property owner, he e~dowed suitable buildings 
and a sum of money for thé establishment of 
the first general hospital in Zanzibar in ISS7. 
He was to assist British efforts in the final 
suppression of slaveryin Zanzibar; ~nd in 
view of his services was rewarded with a knig'ht
hood in July 1890.~21 

By the twentieth century, a large Khoja Ismai'li community 

had been estab1ished in. aIl the three, East African countries 

of Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya. The late Aqa Khan's 
\ 

nization" projects in the fifties were Implemente 

through the establishment of schools, hostels, dispenseries, 

hospitais, houslng socieites, welfare organization and finan-

cial institutions. His concern for women's rightful place 

;G: t~e- ~~dern society made him advise the~ to disavow the 

cJ:ucially retarding features of Mu,slim .conservatism. 22 His 

message to the Khoja Ismaili ~omer O.f Pakistan sums up his 

'views: \ 
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"No progressive thinker of today will 
challenge thé claim that the social r 

advancernent and general well-being'of 
communities are greatest where ~omen 
are least debarred, by artificial 

, barriers anq-narrow prejudice, from 
taking their full position as cifîzens ..• 

"The prog'ressive modernizati,pn which depends 
on cooperation and understanding will be 
impossible unless wornen are perrnitted to 
play their legitimate part in the great wor-k 
of national regeneratioD on a basis of 
political equality."23 

Isrnaili wornen were urged to discard their traditional 

long garment in favour of western dress. This change is 

thought to hàve brought about a rapid new awareness of 

the Isrnaili women. Parents ~ere also urged to let their 

,d~~ghters go ~or higher educati/nal training. By early 

six~ies, the Khoja Isrnaili girls were attending universities 

both in East Africa and abroad and training for various 

occupations such as secretaries, nurses, teachers, at a time 

when Hindu or Muslim girls we~e still being forced to discon-

tinue schooling after the elementary level. 

,1 
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The mid~ifties ~aw desegregation of Khoja Ismalli / 

r ' 
institutions such as schools, ~tals, health centers and 

clinics. compartmentalizatiol at an educational or so~ial 
. 

level alon~ ethnie or racial lines that had been characteris-
, 

tic of the British regime, was therefore eliminated with the. 

late Aga Khan', s initiative. - These changes gave the Khoja 

Isrnailis a chance for exposure to the other communities. 

Around this time, (i.e. early mid-fifties) the la te Aga 

Khan also advlsed his followers, especially those in the 

over-populated Zanzibqr, to explor~ the African hinterland 

and to seek more economically lucrative areas. This resulted 

in smail-scaie waves of migration into the Belgian colon les 

of what is now Zaire, RManda, Burundi and the Republic of 

Malagasy (Madagascar) where there had already existed a Khoja 

Ismaili community that had migrated from India at the"turn of 

'the "nineteenth century. By the late fifties, the Ismaili 

community of East Africa, haç become the most progressive of 
, 

aIl Asian communities. Bharati SUIPS up the cQmmunity l s pro-
Q , 

gress under the 'guidance of the late Aga Khan rnost appro-

priately: 
" J 

1 -

> -

• 

\ 
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"Through a chain'of historical accidents, 
t~e Isrnailis in East Africa have become 
modern and pro~inent, and the transition 
within .three g-enerations from th~ state of 
the community in the cutchi-speaking areas 
of Western Indian to their pre (sent situa
tion verges on the miraculous. Contrary 
to the view that factors'other han tKe rise 
ot a single, charismatic, influ~ntia~ individ
ual are instrumental to thoroug~-going social 
change, it can be shown that th~ Isrnailis in 
East Africil today are what they aIre largely 
through the efforts of trre Late fl\ga Khan."24 

(vi) KHOJA ISMAILIS l'N'iCANADA 
1 

1 

In" Canada today- the Khoja Ismailis nu~er sorne 26,00025 

, 1 

most of whom are concentrated in large citifos. As in. East 

A~:r-ica, the community affairs are managed by the "Councils", 
1 

Khoja Ismaili councils form an intricate administrative 

machinery which is operated smoothly and effectively'on a 

voluntary basis by members of the Jamat (congregation) who 

are zealous and dedicated to the cause of the Khoja brother-
, fi ' . 

hood. The purpose of the councils is to co-ordinate the 

entire community's activities·in order to further the Jamat's 
1 

sense of group sÔlidarity. In Canada, the National Council 

acts as an umbrella organization with its head quarters in 

Vancouver. It implements ma'jor policies concerning the Jamats 

in th'e country. , It aiso channels, ~ecommenc;1ations, resolutions 

or problems from subsidiary councils to the Supreme Cou,ncil 
'\ 

(in Nairopi, Kenya) for Europe, Ganada and the States. This 

\ 

[' 
1 

j 
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council maintains direct conununication with the Imam . .J Two 

Regional Councils (one for Eastern Canada and the other for 

the west) fall under the direct jurisdiction of the National 
\ . 

Oouncil. The Eastern Canada Regional Council with its head-

quarters in Toronto-is further atomized into variQus District 

or Administrativ,e Commi ttees for the var ious ci ties. 

(vii) THE MONTREAL ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE MODEL 

... 
\ 

The Montreal Administrative Committee is he?ded by a 

Chair'man~whose role is to supervise and act as. liaison between 

several portfolio rnembers such as Healtp, Social Welfare , 

Education, Womenl~ Organization, Youth, who report to him. 

The three ex-officio members who sit on the Cornrnittee are 

the Mukhi'and the Kamaria26 and the Chairman of the 

Ism~ilia Associatibn who has the task of orggnizing religion

oriented activities as weIl as d,1ssernination of religious 

knowledge . 

The Committee meetings are held once a week in one of" the 

rooms adjacent to the Prayer Hall. Here the Administrative 

Committee members rneet to discu~s the progress reports in 

their areas of endeavour, articulate their views, resolve 

problerns and implement"policies, concerning the well-being of 
\ , , 

the Montreal Jamat. Once a month, the CHairman of the Montreal 
\ 

Administrative committee rnakes a trip to Toronto to represent 
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~he Montreal Jamat ~t the Regional L~vel. 
Il 

~ 

(l '" (J 

The meeting also '\ 

gives him an opportunity to interact with his counterparts 

from other Administrative committees. Important repo~ts 

of' the Regional meetings are either read out in the Jam~t Khanas 

or are printed in 'the community press such as the Canadian 
\, 

" Ismaili. The Regional councils, in turn, repprt to"the 

National Council in Vancouver. He~ce, no Jamat in any 9iven 
\ 

town or city is 1eft to operate in a vacuum. 

'h' h .. l '\ f h t ' Ins~g t ~nto t e organ~zatl.ona se.t-up 0 t e Jama l.n 

Montreal is gained when we e~~min~ the pà~tfolios of various 
( 

groups in the organization. For example, th~ YQuth Portfo1{io 

member works with his sub-committee to generate sporting and 
J 

social activities among. the youth in the community. The member 

responsib1e fOr the Education portfolio acts essentially as 

a liaison officer for both Anglophone and Francophone students 
\ 

attending universities, and organizes classes in French and 

Englis? at the Jamat Khana premises. The mérnber for Women's 

0r:gan~\zation has succeeded in having organized a ser ies ~ 

talks py invited gues~s by both Ismailis and non-Ismailis on 
"'" -' . 

\\ 
topies sueh ,as breast cancer, the role o~ a working mother 

" in a techno~ogically advanced society, coo~ery classes. 
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\ ,, _______ 1 

(viii) THE ISMAILIA ASSOCIATION 

, .' 

A n~,,-er Of_~cti ,::i.ties are organized by the _ Chairman..l i • 

of the -Ismâil ia Assoclât-±on.--ThÇ!_s_e~include relig ious S~,s.-s.;;--------T 
1 • < ~ \ ! 

1 in' the evenings, qui~_ competitions based on the knowledge o,,:;, j 
! 

of Ismail'i history for elementary ang high \school students, 
\ .. ! ' 

esséyand "gnan" competitions for students at aIl leves of 

,schooling.as weIl as Gujarati classes for any member wh9 

wishes to lDetter his/her understanding of the "gnan" trapition. 

The Association was also instrumental in setting up a library 

in one of the rooms in the building. The collection now , 
boasts over a thousand ti tles cons isting of bath rel'igiGus 

" -
and 

educati6nal rnaterial i~ E~glish" French a~d 
\ 
.. . 
GUJarat~. A large 

section on children's literature in English and French has 

also been started. 

The Jarnat Khana in Montreal is located on Van Horne. 

It uséd to be the' Greek cornrnunity social hall and has up . \' 

\' to now served the)~ornmuni ty' s pUr}?-ose ideally. Of the two 

large halls, one has been conyerted into the prayer hall and 

the other, across it, ihto the social hall that has been 

\the fulcrurn of a wide v,a~ety of activities rangi~g fram 

panel discussions, 
, 1 

The rooms adjacent 

. ' il 
discordancing parties to wedding d1nners. 

- hall 
to the soci~f/and on the first floor have 

been converted into classrooms, the library,and the council 

1 
1 

1 
1 

, ' 

,,' . 
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( 
-/ 

~' 

"c~amber:', whereasthe fully-equipped ki tchen has been . 
utilized during festive and social qccasions for the pre-

paration of tea and "sherbet. Il 

. 
The Montreal Administrative cornrnittee lS ~t preseh~ 

engaged in conducting a feasibility,survey for new premises 

in Vlew of the] expanding Montreal Jamat especially in the 
f· .. 
F~ancophone section. Immigration from,Malagasy and Zaire 

ha$ stepped up. A larger building, preferabli a school which 

has been closed down in the Montreal area might serve the 

purp'ose ideally .•. 

:, 
r 

0, 

, , 

/ (J 

i 

1 

"-
\. 

·I( 
"li . ~ 

. ,t 
, 



Ij 

. , 

" 

, 
Il ,\ 

(, 

C 

/ 

( 

-40a-

f' _ROOTNOTES - CHAPTER IL 

/ 
" 

1. Slr Sultan Mohammed Shah, Memoirs of the Aga Khan~ 
(L9ndon: Cassell & co., Ltd., 1954).. p. 177. e'"" 

2. Esma~l, Aziz & ~anji, Azim. "The Ismailis in History", 
in Ismaili Contributions to Islam~c Cu1t~re, ed. Nasr, (~ 
S. H. (Tehran: Imperial Iranian Academy of, Philosc;>phy, 
1977), p. 231). 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Il. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Ibid., 'p. 231. 
" 

Ivanov, W. Brief Survey of the Evolution of Ismail~sm. 
(Bombay, Ismaili Printing Press, 1952), p. 11. 

ESl'lai1, Asïz & NanJi, A. op. ci t. , p . 232. 

Ibid. , p. 232. 

Ibid. , p. 25l. 

Ibid. , p. 252. 

Hollister, J.N. The Shi a of India, (London: Luzac 
1953) , :3-51. '-

& Co. , p. "- , 
<, 

Nanji, Azirn. Nizari Ismaili Traditions in Hind ànd Sind, 
(Montreal, McGill University, Ph.D. thesis" 1972), PllB2 . 

. Morr~s, H. S. The Indians in Uganda (Chicago, the 
University of chicago-press, )968), p. 67. 

" 1 

Hollingsworth, L.W. The Asians of East Africa, (London: 
,Macmillan & CO., Ltd., 1960), 'p. 136. 

Ivanov, W. Brief Survey of-the Evolution of Ismai1isrn. 
(Bombay, Isrnaili Printing Press, 1952), p. 20. 
Also, Nanji has examined the ginan literaturè and cites 
Jannatapuri which does rnake a mention of the conversiph 0-

of the Lohana groups into Isrnailism. Op. cit~,~Nizari 
Tradions, 'p. 105. » 

• ' • 1 
Lew~s, Bernard. 

1 

Assasins (London: Weidenfe1d & Nico1son, 
1967), p. 38. 

, 



,1 

.. 

('> 

~. 

('. " 

.1 

,-

-40b-

15. 
G 

Ivanov, W. Satpanth (Indian Ismaillsm) Collectanea. 
BOmbay, Isrnaili Printing Press, 1948), p. 21. 

1'6. Ibid. 

17. Hollister, J.N. The Shi'a of India, p. 356. 

18 . Gregory, Robert, G. lndian and East Africa (Oxford: 
Clarendon 'Pr.ess, Oxford, 1971), p. 5., 

19. Marsh,' Z. & Kingsworth, G.N. An Introduction ta the 
History'of East Africa, (3rd. ed., Cambridge University 
Press, 1965), pp. 23-31. 

20. 

2l. 

22. 

23 . 

24. 

25. 

26. 

Mangat, J.S. A History of the Asian~ in East Africa. 
(Oxford: The Clarendon Press, ,1969), pp. 1-26,~, 

Ibid., p. 20. Il , 
Dharam & Yash Ghai (,eds.,) '. Portrait of a Minori ty: 
Asians in East Africa, (revised ed., Oxford University 
Press, 1970), pp. 29-31. 

Sir Sultcl,n Muhammad Shah, Aga Khan III: "The Stat].ls of 
Wornen in Is-larn". centenary Souvenir: 1877-1977, Vancouver. 

Bharati, A. The Asians in East Africa - Jayhind and 
Uhl;}ru, (Chicago, Nelson-Hall c.a., 1972), p. 317. 

Census Survey qy the Khoja Ismail: National Councl1 for 
Canada, Vancouver, 1978. \ 

Encyc10pedia of Islam, Vol. Il, p. 961. "The officers 
(Of the Jama'at-Khanas) are the Mukhi (headrnan, ~treasurer1 
chairman) and the Kamaria (secretary, accountant). They 
are sometimes appointed by the Aga Khan, but are frequently 

, elect~d. ..;, L 

, 
Encylcopedia of Islam (roI. 2) ,~Luzac & Co., LonQon 
{lst Ed.). 



1 
-41-

CHAPTER III: THE SURVEY 

(i) Structure 

The Instrument used for the research was a structured 

questionnaire with fifty-nine items of which fifty-seven 

were ,close-ended'questions. The two open-ended items, 

further sub-divided into six more ca~egor~es, were le ft at 
',~ 

~ 
the end of the questionnaire sa as to give the respondent 

t 
an opportunity ta respond at length. 

1 
) 

~ 
f 

C t, 

tJ 
f 
1 

The items, were constructed in English that was simple, 

logical and te the point. With the assistance of Prof. 

Michel Laferriere of Social Foundations of Education, of the 

1:c 
e 

Faculty of Education at McGill, the questionnaire was then 
~ 
.~~ 

~, translated inte French for the Francophone Khoja Ismaili 
r 
~ contingent in Montreal. 

, \ 

Care was taken to keep the French 

'~ 
t translation as close to the English version as possible. 
J-

i • 
The development of the questionnaire' was gl.!,ided by thr~e 

. 
general questions: 

, e 
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1) What difficulties do the Khoja Ismaili students 

encountef in adjusting to the Franco~hone and Anglophore 

societies in Montreal? 

2) HoW'- do factors such as length of residence in Canada, 
,J' 

socio-economic status, family size and struct9re affect the 

social adjustment of the group? 

3) Are there important differences in patterns of social 

adjustment and sense of communal identity~between Francophone 

and Anglophone Khojas that are attributable to their different 

'cultural baggage' and to differences in rècèpt~vity of 

Francophone and Anglophone societies in Quebec? 

. ~ . .; 

Having spent~ formative years in their countrles of 

origih, these two linguistic groups would reflect a lifestyle 

and a set of values quite distinct from those of the host 

society. Yet the n~social environment as weIl as a new 

educational experience in both the Francophone and Anglophone 

milieus would result in their interrningling with and adjusting , 

" 

to the lifestyle'of the two host ~roups respectively. Each 

group, however, might exhibit a dif.ferent rate of .:{djustment due 

to their past educational experiences. Their past experiences 

in social evolution and new'interacti~ns offered by a new 
, \ 

environment, makes the study of the two groups' 

and ~ociar adjustment to the Quebec ,society, aIl 
( , 

the more significarit. 

) 
\ 

; 

J 

1 
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VARIABLES . 
The approach employed ~n ~s questionnaire was to $tart 

with the "specifies" with a~examination of independerit 

variables go~ng to the "general" with dependent ,variables. 

The ~ain independent variables examined in th~ study are: 
, 

1) Place of birth (Anglophone and Francophone Afr~ca) 

2) Other biograph~c variables including: 

a) ~ex "-

,.' 

b) Age 

t Family size and structure 

Length of stay ln Canada 

j el The type and length of education in the 

1 country of origln. 

The "specifie" items const~tuted the first three seetionsof 

the questionnaire under the headings: 

1) Biographie questions 

ii) Biographie detail~ of parents whieh also included 

variables on family size and strueture 

Ùi} School related' questions 

The variables w1re. considered irnport~nt in that they 'would give 

us a general picture of, the Francophone and Anglophone Khoja 

Ismaili groups' lifestyle in the new cultural environ~ent. \:'l 
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.. ' 

In East Africa, during the colonial era, the Khoja 

Ismàilis il as other Asians, played their characterlstic role 
, 

as thé middlemen in an essentially three-layered society 

with the white expatriots at the t~p, the Asians in the mi~le 

and the Afrieans oeeupying the bottom layer. The upper-layer 

expatriots controlled civil service and government adrninistra-

tion. The Asians controlled trade and comme~ce wh~reas the 
," 

'Afrlcans were largely agrarian people living on bsistence 

farming. This three-layered'" highly compartment l;ized social 
,,>'1 

structure along raci~l lines perpetua~ed to a la ge degree 

in the deeolonized East Afric'a. 

In Fra~cophone Afriea, the Khoja Ismailis were also traders 

but their lives were not as sharply demareated by racial 

boundaries as in East Afriea . • 

Biographie variables examining parents' educational b~ck-

ground and his present occupation,> items (13b and l3d) were 

designed to assess how the Khoja Ismai~is with a commercial 
\ 

background have been able to adjust to '.a new environment. Such 

b'iographic details will seek to examine if"education has; indeed ' 

been a factqr in thejr diversification into new occupational 

spheres. 
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' .. 

, Questions éxamining the respondents' length of residence 

in Canada would give an indication as to the probable extent 

of the respondents' level of social adjustment in this century. 

As stated in Chapter l, at least a twelve-month settling-down 

~ period would be considered,feasible for a nêw immigrant to get 

habituated to his/her new educational and social environment 
( 

I?efore a study of this nature can t>e sai&" to have produced 

effective'resuits. 

DEPENDENT VARIABLES 

DepenGent v,a'riables in the instrument, influencing the 
\ 

degre.e of social adjustment of the Khoja lIsrnaili were sub-
-, , 

-;- --- - \ 

divided into: 1) Attitudinal and_}) Beha~ioural variables. 

1) The attitudinal var1ables were based on the following 

broad categories: \ 

i) The students' percep~ions of French and English 

ii) 

Canadians vir-a-vis the Khoja Isrna1l1 community. 

Their attitudes towards schools, teacher~ and 

educational practices of the hdst .country. 

iii) Théir attitudes towards the Canadian values and 

social practices such as dating, marriage and 

friendship. 

iv) L.. Their sense of communal identi ty . 

-1 

~\(-~ ..... _----~. 
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2) Behavioural variables measuring social adjbstment 

encompassed: 

il da~i~g patterns 

ii) friendship patte~ns, 

iii) dietry practices 

Attitudinal and behavioural questions are designed to 

assist the investigator to assess the degree of the respondents' 

soc~al adjustment. The s~cial and educational system in East 

Africa before decolpnization reflycted a th'ree-Ia'yered set' up 

w1th the white expatriot children hav{ng accesslbility to the 

exclusive "public" type school. The city day schools were 
~ , 

mbst'ly run by Asian communit·ies. Boarding school!? in the 

country run by missionaries welre by and large attended by 

African children. In the sarne vein clubs, hospitals and other , 

institutions were characterized by racial cornpartmentalization. 

Although the Khoja lsmaili institutions were desegregated 

early in the fifties, and the atmosphere or easy racial inter-

action pervaded the Khoja lsmaili institution~, the Khoja ' , 

lsmaili students still formed the ma~ority in their prirnary 

and high schools wnere the in-group feeling remained intense. 
\ 

. At the-"t!~iversity level the trend 'reversed. The AS.ians here 

fOIfUed a distinct racial minority but the' tight-knit communal 
l ,\ 

~ndlaves, maiI1tainidg tangible links with their larger co~uni~ 

ties outside the campus, perpetuated. 
\ 

----,.,. ~----- -.. ' 

. 
1 , 
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• 
In Montreal, the~hoja Ismaili school population does not 

constitute a collective unit. It is scattered and absorbed 

into different school boards, CEGEPs and Universities. 

Most of the respondents have experienced at least a part of 

high schools or CEGEPs where attitudes towards,the hast 

culture usually crystallize. Their perceptions with regard 

to the host group values, culture and friendship patterns 

(items 20, 21, 27 and 33) forro an interest1ng basis for 

..... ..-/ 

comparison of the ~~spondents' 'new environment viewed against 

their East African cultural backdrop. 

• 

Other behavioural variables ineluded attendanee ta the Jamat 

lOlana (item Q52) .to degree of activity in religion; use of . , 
the ethnie language at home. (item Q4 5, 46) to determine amount 

of language use to explore in group and out ,of group feelings 
\ 

(Q22-27). 

(ii) Population 
f • 

The researeh foeussed on adolescents or young adults of 

the Khoja ,Ismaili community attending institutions of post-
l ' 1 

secondary education in Montreal on a full-time basis. 
1 ! 

By the fal~ of 1976, the student body of MeGill and . 
Concordia had already established an ad hoc Jarnat Khana ,used 

specifically for the evening prayers at one of the Undergraduate 

Library' s attached staff-rooms. With the help of the "Mukhi" 

• 1 

- • j ~~ ~ ~\~~; '" \--....:~ -
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and "Kamadiani" (the lady,representative), the eligible 

respondents were identif!ed, and approached. Subsequently, 

appointmènts were set up. The Francophone students were 

identif ied with the ass istance of a stùdent at McGill, who 

knew the Francophone contingent ~ell having lived and 

studied in Zaïre. ,. 

In aIl; twenty-five Anglophone and fif~een Francophones 

udied. In addition to these, there were three Anglo-

phone (aIl males) aDd two Francophone (one male and one female) 

~. 
reJec AlI five r~jected on the grounds that the questions 

too deeply into their personal lives about which they 

were commun~cate to any sources. The'rejections 

were inspite of the guarantee made by the author'of the 

.anony of the respondents' identity and.the assurance given 

that ~ll the data collected would be treated in a professional 
\ , 

and confidential manner. 

METHODOLOG 

Ini tia ly, the first five question~aires werè d'istributed 

but since he rateof return was poor, la different strategy was 

employed t ereafter. Appointments were set-up and the respond-
, 

ents were administered the questio~naire under the authof's 

supervisi 

I<:hana cl 
\-' . 
to answe 

n either at h~I'~apart~ent or at the Van Horne Jamat 

SiX,A~910PhOne resp?ndents felt more inclined 

the questi>ons 'verbally than to wiite them down. The 
1 

< 
1 

1 
< 
1 
1 
i 
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remainder (bath Anglophone and Francophone respo~dents) 

showed a preference ta written than verbal method. 

The "supervised" techniqu~. worked effec·tively. 
, 

it took approximat~ly an hour ~nd a quarter to an hour and 

a half for the respondents tc-complete their questionnaires. 

A few took longer th an 2 hours. 

" 

, 
Items designed to examine the attitudinal variables, more 

" 
particularly the respondents' perceptions of the French and 

English carladians and their values'against the Khoja Ismaili 

background (26,33) 'e1ici ted the highes~ numbers of comments 

and queries. 

A large number (twelve Anglophones and nine Francophones) 

felt that the item on their perceptions of the Canadian way 

of life (item 29' had too many genera1izations. Sorne could 

not di'stinguish between the two responses "Agree sernewhat" 

~Disagree somewhat"'. State~~nts such as "Canadian young 

pJple are immature,." and "Friendship in Canada is shallow 

, l 

\ 

ang superficia1" .cou1d not fit into anytf the response slets. \\ 

l, 

,. 
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A statement s'Uch' as "while in Canada, ,it is good for 

international"studen'ts' to try te give up their national 

custenlp", appeared te have irritated àn Anglophone female 

respandent who claimed that the statement was "facetious". 

S,imilârly, item 33 consisting of words and phrases used to 

describe people (e.g. arnbitiaus, obedient, aggressive, etc) 
1 

to be applied ta each or aIl four groups (French Canadian, 
\ " 

English Canadian, Anglophone Kho]as, Frâ~cophone khojas) 
o D , 

was not\too favourably received. One stuàent felt that the 

entire section was "bl~tent generalization" and therefore 
1 

refused ta fill i t. The o,thers fîlled sorne parts of i t 

leaving the others blank. 

The item examining the dating patterns of the Khoja 

Ismailis (Q35) was received with caution. One Anglphone 
, 1 

female felt that it was too "personal" requesting me to let 

her omit that section. The request was granted. Another 
\ 

Anglophone malé sO'ught repeated reassurance,s of confidentiality 

regarding the entire matter. He had been living with a 

t -f. Canadian girl. The relationship had ended an~~~~a-s at 

t that time wooing a Khoja ISm~~~_g~L1:~~h~ he did not want 
'~{ '. 
~:l----.---____ trLInention, his "r omanifc" past - at le~st ,not yet. Reassurances 

were onçe again given 'after which the ~ection was\èompletèd. 
t --

, 1 \ 
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( 
Biographie q~esjions ~ertaining to respondents and 

their parents did not meet with any problems nor did ~he 
\ ~ 

\ items related to schoollihg vqriables. 
\ 'II 

/ 

" .. , 

The open-ended items at the end were reeeived favourably. 
\ 1 ive AnglOPhO,nes '- (three fernaI~s and two males) asked ,for 

jextra sheets: The Francophones appeared more econornical in 

their answêrs. Six used only half or one-quarter of the. 

spaee provided i~d none ~ked for extra sheets. 

Data from the aboye instrument will be used t? compare 

the edueational and socia~ àdjustment of the Anglophone and 
l ,x-

c Francophone Khoja Ismaili groups in Mbntreal.· 
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CHAPTER IV: ANALYSIS OF DATA D 

, 1 

~IOGRA~HIC VARIABLES (See Table 1) 

Biographie variables of the parents indicate that the 

Francophone Khoja Ismailis have had an economic head start. 

The ma]ority are inv~lved in the business sphere (BD percent) 

as opposed to 26 percent Anglophone Khoja Ismallis. This 

could be, attrib~ted to the refugee status of the Ugandan 

Khoja Ismailis w.ho carne to thisl country virtually penniless .. 

" 
The Francophone 'Khoja Ismailis, insplte Q[ their expulsion 

from Zaire and Rwanda were allowed to bring their liquid 

assets with them. They have therefore managed to establish 

small-scale businesses such as dry-cleanlng units, groceries, • 

boutiques and gas-stations. 

.., 
A large-number of Anglophone Khoja Ismailis have taken up 

cl\erical occupations. These were. the- once established businesll3-

men in their homevcpuntries who'have been forced, und~r the 
\ 1 

new circumstances, to take up clerical jobs such as bookkeeping t 

inventa ring or 'by becoming sh'ïpping and customs clerks or 

1 
. 1 

~~en payro l clerks. This occu~ational flexibility on the 

part of the Anglophone Khoja Ismailis can b~ attributed to 

their edu~ational background. 
, 1 

Data in this study indicates 
.!l 

'J 

" 
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l. Sex 

2. 
... "P 

A.ge 

• 
3. Origin 

'\ 

TABLE 1: Biographie variables of Anglophone and 
Francophone Respondents 

Male 
Female 
Total 

Anglophones 
N :: 25 

% 

44 
56 

100 
cQi 59,: o. 06, 1 d.L, p. N.S • 

Less than 20 
Between 20-25 

Totalf 
ehi sq: 11.4, 8 d.f~" p. ~ 

al Kenya 
b) Uganda 
cl Tanzania 
dl Rwanda 
e) Zaire 
f) Malagasy 

Total 
chi sq: 39. 9 , _5_ ,~f·L B 

N.S. 

0.000 

48 
52 

100 

28 
60 
12 

100 

~ 

4. Date of Migration Between 72-74 
Between 74-76 

Total 

64 
36 

100 
chi sq:_l7 .. _6, 4 d.f., P 0.001 

5. Father's Education 'q) Elemetary 

r 

tI. '" 

b) Secondary 
c) Secondary Higher 

Total 
chi sq:_ 0 . 71. 2 d. f .~ N. S . 

"'7 

26 
62, 
12 ' 

100 

, .... , -... 

Francophones 
N e 15 

% 

53 
47 

100 ...... 

40 
6Q 

100 
l' 

'" V1 
w 
1 

20 
53 
27 

100 

, 57 
43 

100 

--<II 
IJ 

~ 

28 \ 
50 

,,21 
100 

d' 
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TABLE 1: Cont' do 

Father's Education a) 

h) 
Business 
Skilled 

c) Semi-ski11ed 
d) Sa1esman 
e) Clerical 
f) Otller 

Total 
_chi sq:_ 13. 1 ,_ 5 d. f ., p 

~ 

?" 

j) 

Anglophones 
N:: 25 

-0.02 

% 

26 
51 

la 
42 
17 

:tao 

< .'........ ..itL.i,."_.wtH ....... ~' .................... .. 

~ 

Francophones 
N' ::: 15 

% 

80 

6 

14 

100 
1 

_UT 
~ 

1 

" 
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sixt Y percent of the Anglophone K~oja Ismailis (male heads 
" • '1 

of the families) have had seco~dary education which has ' 

given them their ability to communicate in English as well as 

their ~amil iar ity vllth f igurework. Besides, t~eir business 
} ( 

background had, in fact, reinforced t?eir insight intor 

figurework. In the new coul\try, they could channel this 

backgrourld into clerical fields, a marked contrast to- sorne 

other immigrants who are forced into biue collar jObs, 

either through their lack of educational background or because 

they do not speak either' ~f the two languages. 
'" 

FRIENDSHIP PATTERNS AND SOCIAL INTERACTION (Table 2) 

. Fifty-six pereent of the Anglophone and sixt y-one percent 

of the Francophone Khoja Ismaili respondents were of the 

opinion that there are no important differences in which 

Canadial1s and other Khoja rsmailis think of fr iendship. Thelr 

rate of interaction witp the English and French host groups, 

respectively, is also high~ Seventy-three percent of the 

Francophone Khoja Ismailis see their French Ca'nadiàn friends 

"very often" and si~ty::'eight percent of the Anglophope Khoja 

Ismailis see their'English Canadian friends 
, 0t v 

"very often!' 'dl, 

(see Table 2), • 
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TABLE 2: Social Relat~onships of the Anglophone ànd 
Francophone Khoja Ismailis 

Anglophones 
N = 25 

HOW OFTEN DO YOU VISIT: % 

1. French Canadian Fri·ends very often 40 
fairly often 44 
rare1y - 12 
no friends , 4 

total 100 
chi s~ 5. l,3d. f., p N . S • 

4· English Canadian Friends very~often 
fairly often 
rarely 

68 
32 ~'t 

, h' c ~ 

3. Khoja'~riends 

no friends 
total' \... 

sq~ 10!2, 3 d.f., P p.Ol 

very often 
fairly often 
rarely 
no friends 

-,~ 

l <tO 
~ ""1 " 

88 
12 

tQtal 100 
____________ --=c:..:.h;..;:i sq: O. 0, l d. f., P N. S. 

4. Indian Friends very often 40 
fairly often 56 
rarely 4 
no friends 

total 100 
chi s q : 19. 6, 3. d. f. L.l2.. O. 0 a 0 2 

5. Other Immigrant Friends 
~ 

"very often <" 
fairly often 
rarely ~ 
no friends 

total 
chi sq: 32., 3 d. f., p. N. S • 

48 
40 
12 

100 

• • =t1"..."."o .. 

"-

~ 

• 

& 

Francophones 
N:: 15 

% 
? 

73 
27 

100 

27 
46 

7 
20 

100 

--
93 

7 

100 

13 
27 ~ 

60 
100. 

53 
20 
20 

7 
100 

.,;" ~ 

1 
U1 
CTI 

,1 
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Howeve~, the ln·group interaction on the part of both 

groups appeared remarkably high. Nlnety-three percent of 

the Francophon~ Khoja Ismailis and 83 percent of the 

Anglophone Khoja Ismaills claimed that they see their KhoJa 

Ismaill friends "very often ". Such a high rate of in-group 
\ 

interaction can be explalned in terms of the highly ~nstitu-

tionalized nature of the KjO)a Ismaili community set-up. 

The Jamat Khana (prayer hall) as explained earlier does not 

function mer\ly as a. meeting place for religious activities. 

It a'lso serves as a forum for socio-cultural actlvities often 

held in the adjoininq soclal hall. 

Be~ides' the dally regular prayers, there are 6anel- : 

discusSlons, talks, Arts and Cr'afts exhlbi tlons, dlSCO dances, 

and the traditional (Rass, Garba) dances arranged by different 

portfolio members that keep the community members of aIl ages 

actively involve~ in the functions of the cornrnunity organism. 

~ .. 

Apart fro~ the interaction of thè Anglophone and Francophone 
\ 

Khoja ismaili students with their host groups respectively, 

th~ perceptions of these Khoja Ismailis, vls-a-vis the hos~ 

group Canadians and their society., need to be examined. ~" 

----_-. , - . ~ 

" . 

Q 
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IMPRESSIONS OF CANADA (Table 3) 

Both groups rated more posltive than negatiye in thelr 

lmpressions of Canada which they felt were "favouràble". 

The majority in both groups also felt that they "liked 

the Canadian way of l fe" . Most of the respondents indiéa ted 

that they did not feel ny particular sense of belonging to 

thelr home countrles (No. 3 in Table 3). The circumsta~~es 
of Uganda as wtil under whlch the ANglophone Khoja Ismailia , 

1 

as those from ~aire, Rwanda and Malagasy left their coùntries, 
'\ 

could be indicatlve of thelr lack Df attachment towards their 

home coun tr ies. 

There was an attempt to examlne the attltudes of the 

<Anglophone-Francophone Khola ~mailis towards the two host 

groups as weIl as towards each other .( i t"em 33). A set of 

,categories with positive connotat~ons (e.g. friendly, hospitable, 

always think of others, willing to make ~acrifices for you 
\ ~ ( 

etc.) and thosewith negative connotations (consider fore~gner 

inferior, unfriendly, unoriginal, etc.) were employed. The 

ite,ID elicited more positive\ than negative responses from both 
1 

l 

the Anglopho~e and Francophone Khoja Ismailis towards the"two 

host cultures (see Table 4). 

, .. 
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TABLE 3: Attitudes Tawards Canadians 

/ 

Canadians consider their own heads first. Th~s 
a practical-way to 'li ve. 

~ 

chi 

very rnuch agree 
agree sornewhat 
disagree sornewhat 
very rnuch disagree 

total 
sq: 10.6, 3 d.f., P N.S. 

is 

2. Eve~ if l never returned to rny home country, l would 
a1ways reel as 1f it weFe there,that l truly belonged. 

very 'rnuch agree 
agree somewhat 
disagree sornewhat 
very rnuch disagree 

total 
chi sa: 5.0, 3 d. f. , 10. N. S . 

~. Mos~ Canadians do not seern ta 
and cul~ures of rny country. 

respect the values 

very mùch agree 
agree sornewhat 
disagree sornewhat 
very rnuch disaqree 

i total 
_ _ _ chi sq: 1.4, 3 d. f., p. N. S . 

4. My impressions about Canadians are now favourable. 

very rnuch agree 
aqree sornewhat 
dis~gree,sornewhat 
very rnuch d~sagree 

L_.L.. _., 

Anglophones 
N 25 

% 

o 

16 
52 
24 

8 
100 

16 
-20 
16 
48 

100 

21 
29 
46 

4 
100 

32 -
32 
36 
20 

~ 

~ 

Francophones 
N :. 15 

% ... ' 

60 
40 

100 

0 
7 

33 
60 

100 

7 
29 
57 

7 
100 

50 
50 

87 
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TABLE 3: Cont' d 

~hoja Ismailis have more things to avoid than to 
learn in Canada'. 

t, 

very much agree 
agree somewhat 
disagree somewhat 
very much disagree -

total 
c1'!.i ~q: _J.7 -,--1 ,_~ d. f., pO. 0007 

l like 'Canadian way of life 
very much agree 
agree somewhat 
disaqree somewhat 
very much disagree 

total 
_______ --'.c_h_i_~_4. f!, 2 d. f., P 0.08 

<> 

" 
" 

" 

4 

F 

"-

" 
~~~ 

~ 

Anglophones 
N_::. 25 

\ 

16 
4 

60 
20 

100 

44 
32 
20 

4 
100 

% 

~ 

Francophones 
N ::: 15 

% 

7 

6 
87 

100 

1 
CI'I 

67 0 
1 

26 
-, 
7 

100 

'.' 
• 

~ 
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TABLE 4: Characteristics Attributed by Respondents 
to the Two Host Groups and to Each Other 

1.. Khoja perceptions of French Canadians 
/ 

~ore positLve th an negatlve 
more negative than ppsitive , 

same 

Anglophones 
N ;:: 25 

% 

92 
8 

G total 100 
çhi sq: 0 . 14 l_ -l d. ~. '- p_ N . S ~ 

2. Khoja perceptions ofEnglish Canadians 

more positive than negatlve 
more neqative than positive 

,/ sc(me 

84 
8 
8 

total- 100 
chi sq: 2.9, 3 d.L, P N.S. 

3. Khoja ·perceptions of Anglophone Khojas 

more posltive than negative 
more negative than positive 

same 
total 

__ . ____ ~hi sq: 3.5, 2 d.f., P N.S. 

4. Khoja perception of Francophone Khojas 

100 

100 

" 

Francophones 
N::.15 

% 

100 

100 

.. 

64 
29 

7 
100 

87 
7 
6 

100 
" --~ 

~ 

1 
G\ 
1-' 
1 

, 

more positive than negative -.-.3J) ._--l00 
mQre. A.-e-g-at-Ive-than poslt1ve 65 --------~ 

same 5 -----
total 100 100 

\. ch 1 s q : 18. 0, 2 d. f. 1 pO. 0 0 0 l _ __. 

\ -:fi 

( 
.-
1-

#' 



l 

( 
~ 

.- ~ 

c 

, 

( 

1 

-62-

(, 

With regard to their perception towards each other, 

the Francophone Khojas exhibited a total affinity (100 

percent) with their own Ftancophone contlngent, while dis;- ), 

playing a very 

t~e AnglOp~'Cme 
favoura~le (87 perceht) disposition towards 

Kho]a Ismailis. On the other hand, the 

Anglophone Khojfs whlle, demonstrating a ~omp~te sense of 

:r;r~ernlty (lod percent) towards their own Ang{ophone group, 

~ressed a more deprecatory attitude towards their Franco-

phone cohorts. 

The high d~ree of negativis~ expressed by the Anglophone 

Khojas towards the Francophone Khojas could be explained in 

terms of the latter's affluent lifestyles, which include 

students driving expensive cars and keeping.abreast with 

the latest fashions. The Anglophone Khoja attitude towards 

the Francophone Khojas can best be summed in a student's 

remark to the effect that "Those Francophones show off their 

money and love to give in to fads". 

FOOD HABITS 

Food habits of the Ang~ophoné and Ftancophone Khoja 

Ismailis reflect the p~rpetuatiqn of their,pre-mi~ratory 

cuillinary pattern. Thirty-six percent of the Anglophone and 

fort y percent of the Francophone respon~ents clairned that the 

food prepared at home was exclusively Indian. Twenty-eight 
il 
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\ 

percent Anglophones and thirteen percent Francophone Ismailis 

stated that they had a mixture of Indian and Canadian foods, 

whereas thirteen pe~cent of the Francophone respondents 

(zero percE:,nt Anglophones) ',claimed to have "other" (i. e. 
~ , 
c r~ 

Chinese, French, Italian) dishes besides Indian food cooked 

at home. 

, As far as personaL preference was concerned, f~fty-six' 

~ .~rcent Anglophones and fifty-three percent Francoph~nes 
~ . 
~' sta ed the~r preference for Indian ta any attler foods. 
~ ~ t ~, . 
t " 

/ 
, 

;' '(Their length of residence in this country has not d~minished t 0 . ""' r 
~ r 
\<, 

" ~\' 

t" 

f 
, 

\ 

their taste for Indian fadd . Most ,.,auld stil."l prefer'\ ohapati, 

pillau, and curries ta hamburgers. french fries or sirloin 

steaks. 

LANGUAGE ANALYSIS 

All Khoja Isrnailis from East and Central Africa are either 

Gujarati or Kutchi speaking. Thrity-two percent of the 

Anglophone and sixt Y percent of the Francophone respondents 

indicated that their parents cornrnunicated'w~th the~ ~xclusively 
" 

in Kutchi. A~other thirty-t~o percent Anglophone ,respondents 

and seven perc~nt ~r~ncoPh~ne respondents spoke Guj arat\i 

with their parents. An interesting insight into the graduaI 

inclusion of either English or French into family communicat~on 

\ 

l 
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c. 

Language communication of Ahglophone and Francophone 
Khoja Ismailis w~th brothers and sisters 

Q 

"Languages spoken 

/' 

1 
English 

French 

Kutchi 

Anglophones 

N = 25 ,,% 

21 !J 

o 

4 

Gujarati 4 

Ehglish & 
Kutch~ 

English & 
Gll]arati 

Frençh & 
Kutchi 

42 

25 ' 

o 

Chi sq 35.6, 9 d.f., p. N.S. 

..... ~ "" ""-... n .; \'t_ . .... _ ........ -,. 

.... ,~ "'~ 

~ 

/ 

" 

Francophones 

N ~ 15 

0 

20 

./ 0 '. '\ , 
m 
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Dl 

0 , 

o 

o 

33 
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D i5 indicated by the fact that thirty-eight percent of Anglô-

phones stated that their parents cornrnunicate with them in 
, 

either English and Kutchl (30 percent), or ~nglish and 
\ y \- ~ 

'i o,.?-
GUjarati ·(8 percent). Among th~ Francophone contingent only 

seven percent spoke French and Kutchi and'another seven 

percent, French and Gujarati to their parents. 

~ 

Perhaps the grojling predominancé of' the two host languages 
.- ' 

the Khoja Ismaili homes i~ shown in the following table (5) 

lndicating the extent tb WhlCh the respondents spoke either 

Engllsh or French ùt home with their brothers or sisters. • 

---
DATING PATTERNS 

l . 
Bharati (1970) desc~iblng 

, \ 

erpersonal r,elations 

between the sexes arnong t sub-groups ln East Afrlca, 

conunents tha t the Isrnailis Il seern ~o be the least inhibi ted . . 
relatively speaking in their dating patterns, and the coff~e 

hOuses and restaurants in the, la~ger citie~ are full' of young, 

Isrnailles,' especially ·on Saturday rnornings, eyeing each 'other . 

with interes~ and wanting it 

This' pre-migration trait has 

r , 
to be known that they do 50". , \ 

b~en transplanted in their new 
, \ 

environmeht for all the respondents ~hundred percent from both 
1 

\ 

--_._~ ~-_.------ ---....-_-- ~ ... ~ ... 

.J,. ,_ f...~f .t_r:;~"..J .. : ._~k~I~~,~:~~~,r:~;{ft .. '~~ ..... " . , 
~, ~f . \. ) .!. ~ 

---
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TABuE 6: 'Views of Anglophone <and Francopnone Khoja Ismai11s' 

'1 ! Re'sponden ts C!?n M~rr iage Outs ide The ir Own ':communi ty-

~ 

, 

" 

.~ 
HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT MARRI AGE BETWEEN SOME 

, (} 
Ang~ophone. Francophone 

" ,. 
ONE IN-~OUR COMMUNITY WITH A CANADI~N 

l. No reason 'why hot , 

~l~ not:be done because,peoPle and 2. 
cultures are too difficult 

. 
3; Should not be done becasue relations with

famiIy, problema of wher~ ta live are too 
difficult ta solve 

4. l could imagine it for myself 
" 

5. Might work out for sorne,. but l copld not . 
imagine -it for myself 

Total 

ch:l sq: 6.6, ,4 d. t., P N. S. 
,'. 

1 

!~ 

N= 25 N::: ~5 
% % 

67 67 

r 
0 ,20 

4 o 

4 a 

25 -13 

100 100 

C1'I 
V1 
1 

17 

ï' l 
l'. 

'0 
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fi 
/ 

groups) cla~med that they have gone out on dates. This 

behavlour presents a marked contrast to other immigrants from 
~ ~ 

the Indl.an sub-contlne!;lt most of whom have had very' litt,le 
,\ 

~nteractlon with the opposite se~. 
c l 

Eight percent.An~ofhonel , 
Khoja Ismaills and ninety-three percent Francophone respondents 

, 
have gone out wfth Can'adians though the....degree of fr~quehcy 

. 
of datl.ng on a long term pa<S,is declln,es. Only twenty percent 

of the Anglophone and seventeen percent of the Francophone 
1 \ 

Khoja Isrnail-is have been dating Canadl.ans for one year or 

mor~. 

/ 
1 

In response to how they felt about dating the Canadl.ans, 

fort y percent Anglophone res20ndents and thl.rty-three percent 

Francophone Khoja Ismailis stated that it was lia ,plea~nt 

way to pass leisure time~. Thirty-~i~perc~nt Anglophone and 
" 

sixt Y .percent Francophone respondents felt that it was a 
t 

~very meaningful experience that has influenced me". Onl,Y 

eight percent Anglophone Khoja Ismailis (zero per~e~t Franco-

phones) felt that dating Canadians was "aIl right but not very 

relaxed or comfdrtable for me ". 
. ' 

The item with regard ta thel topi'c on marraige between sorne 

one from the Khoj a ISlllaili conununi ty wi th a Can'ad\ian elici ted 
, , 

1 more positive than negative response (see Table 6). 

f , 

\ 
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TABLr. 7: Religious Practices/Dietary Pattern 

" 

Anglophones 
N= 25 

% 

Francophones 
N _ 15 

% 

Do you say your dua regularly? yes 96 87 
13 

100 
no 4 

.total 100 
-chi sq: 0.2, l d.f!,.' P N.S. / 

Do you rneditate in the rnorning? no . 40 27 
as often as-r can 2a 47 

sornetirnes 32 26 

~ 

total 100 100 .' , 
ch~ sq: 1.4, 2 d.f., p N.S. ~ 

.. 
Do you know some,of your Ginans? yes 96 100 

no '4 
total 106 100 

chi sq: 0.06, 1 d.f., P N.S. 

How often do you attend Sa~atkhana? very often 56 t? 53 
often 32 40 

C!. f~irly often . 8 7 
rarely 4 Q 

total 100 100 
~ 

~_ _ . chi sq: 0.8, 3 d.f., P N.S. _ ___ _~.______ __. ___ _ 

What dietary restrictions do you observe?, , 
: no pork 60 60 

no pork alcohol 20 33 
no restrictions ",; 20 7 

~ 

total' 101) 100 
chi sq:' r .]_L) ,d.f--"-, 1'. N. S. 

"-, 
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The item on the _parents' attitude to the respondents' 

dating with Canadian (No. 40), produced an i1luminating 

response. Thirty-three percent of the Anglophone respondents 
ro 

felt that thelr parents would approvei 17% stated that t~ey 

wouJd disapprove.and 25% felt that their parents would dis-

approve at first but would concede to it eventually. On the 

other hand, 47% Francop~one respoJdents f~lt that their 

parents wou\d a'pprove. No respondents fel t that thei'r 

parents would disapprove, while 33% thought that their 

.parents would dis~pprove i?itially but would concede to their 

going out with Canadians eventually. 

\ ' 

An overview of-the dating patterns of the Anglophone 

ahd Francophone Khoja Ismailis indic~te that both groups 

score vefY high on dat\ing habits al though the ,Francophone 

Khoja Ismailis would have a ~light edge over their Anglophon~ 
'1" 

!çoun'terparts. - Francophone Khoja Ismaili Pilrents 1 it wouid 
\ 

appea~ rare aiso mo're lib raI towards their children' s social-

izing habits than the Anglo o~e Khoja Isrnaili parents. 

CONCLUSION OF FINDING~' 

Judith~Caditz~ discu5sing the concepts of identification 

and assimilation states, "one may assimilate into the American 

cuiture by adotping certain styles of lifB in consurnpti6n 

behaviour, dress, social conventions, manners of speaking, 

and expressions of values and bel~ef~, and yet, at the same 

\ 

\ 

·1 

1 
• 1 
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tirne, still identify wlth a parti~ular ethnic group." 
1 

This statement could weIl be appl1ed to the Khoja Ismaill 

cornrnunlty of Montreal. 1 

The flndlngs demonstrate that the level 'of soclal adjust

ment of both groups lS hlgh.~ For ê~arnple, both the Franco

phon~ and Anglophone groups scoredhigh on datlng hab1ts. 

They have aIl gone out on dates although the Francophone 

Khoja Ismailis ranked higher (93 percent) on dating with 
Q 

Canadians than the.Anglophones (80 percent). 
g. \ 

. Both groups feel no restrictions with regard ·to exogarnous 

~marraiges. Sixty-seven percent in bùth ~s responded,~y 

stating that the y see no reason why a rnember from the Khoja 

Ismaili cornrnunity should n.Gt rn,arry a\ Canadian. 

Both the Francophooe and Anglophone Khoja Ismailis 

ranked reasonably high on po~itive attitudes -toward~ the 

Canadian society. 
, . 

Sixty-seven percent Franc9phone and fort y-

fou:t; percent Anglophones "agreed very rnuchl! to the l staternent 

"1 like the Canadian way of life". The fra{lcophone Khoja 
\ 

Ismailis ra~ked slightly higher on a ttituses towards Canadian. 

life ana culture than the Anglophone Khoja ~smailis. 

f 
, 
• 
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The slight edge that the Francophones have over the 

Anglophones in the behavioural or attitudinal dimens10n 

may be attributed to the former group's exposed educat10nal 
9 

background ln thelr countries of origin. There belng no 

exclusive Asian or communal schools in Zaire, Rwanda or 

Malagasy, the Francophone ~hoJa Ismailis were sent to the 

racially mixed schools attended by Africans, AS1ans and 

E.uropeans. This could have been a factor enhancing their 

out-group interactions. The Anglophone Khoja Ismailis of 

East Africa went to schoosl which had ~ preponderance of 

Apians over other racial groups. The three broad categories 

.that 1ncludèd inner city Asian schools, the missionary run 

b~arding schools for Africans, in the up-country areas and 

European schools in the suburbs had~emained even after 

decolonization, although a certain amount of racial mix had 

been effected ln all the three systems. Given that the out- ~~ 
---
igroup interaction of the East Afrcican Khoja Ismailis had not 

\ ' 

been as extensive as that of the ,Francophone Khoja Ismailis, 

the social adjustment o,f the Anglophone Khoja Ismqili con

tingent in Montreal has b@en remarkably swift. ' 
1 • 

(. ( 

. An important point to consider lS that although both 
Il II 
groups scored high on social adjustment, their in~group 

tI .~ • .> 
l ' , 

interactions wi th their respective groups were even higher.' 

Eight-eight percent Anglophones and' ninety-th~ee percent 

\ " \ 
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Francophones 61aimed that they see their Khoja Isrnaili 

f~iends "very often". Bath groups also scored high on 

religious act1vit1es. Eignt-seven percent Francophones and 

*n1netY-S1X percent Anglophones attend Jamat Khana regularly 
\ 

"(1.e. more than twice a week). Almost ail know at least 

sorne of~heir gnans.and most rec1te their Dua regularly~ 

One reason for the ease with whîch the ~hoja Isma111 

commun1ty has\identified with the new environrnent yet keep1ng 
8. .. 

close ties wi ~,h the communi ty and i ts activi ties, is i ts 

adaptational fJexibility. 
'", 

Th~s was brought ~bout by the 1 

o 'li-

removal of crucially retarding strictures dJ trad1tional 

Indian Islam by the late Aga Khan iry the ID2Ù-fifties. Hence, 

no Khoja Isrnaili wornen h.ave any inhibiti.ng fear '6r Chaddur 

,(veil) nor is a western lifestyle frowned upon by any Khoja 

Ismaili male or fernale. .' 
\ 

< • 

In East Africa, the I<4hoja Isrnail is were re~rded' as a 
" . 

pace making group' (Bhar~ti). In Oanada, thei2 flexibility 
,< 

to adapt ta new environments and cultur~'has enabled thern to " .,. 

identify positivelywith their new country Qf adoption. 

1 

\ 

\ 
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TABLE 8: The Extent of Khoja Ismai~~ involvement 
in their own religion 

"'" , 

- ~ "'),-

Have your religious practiees ehan~d 
sinee your arrival in Canada? 

Î 

--

Sarne 
Strieter 
Liberal . 

totàl 

chi sq: 3.4, ~ d.f., P .. 
/ 

---
~ 

" 

~" 

'" 

N)-S • 

{, . 
" 

~ 

Anglophones 
N ~ 25 

.... 

% 

SÔ 
'20 
30 

100 

..:. 

Francophones 
N:' 15 

, 

. % 

73 
13 
14 

100 
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CHAPTER V: CONCLUSIONS AND I~ùICATIONS 

CONCLUSIONS 

Reviewing the Ugandan Ismalli sltuation up to the eve 

of the 1972 expulslon, Gardner Thompson states: 

, ~'In the" event 1 the Ismailis' separate 
identity was ignored ln thelr ldentlflcation 
as 'Asians'. The positive pluralism that 
they had displayed was not enough to counter 
the historical legacy, the racial stereo
types," the economlC relationships, the pa,ll
tical weaknèss and physical co'nspicuousness 
of the Asian minority ... The Ugandan Ismaills 
had to seek new countrles of adoption but 
they could do so with a reputation as good 
citizens and as an-accomplished and adaptable 
community, which their expulsion from U~anda, 
in spite of the individual human sufferlng it 

,involved, d~d not C\estroy." (Thompson: 52). 

1 

\ 

The above description applies to the Kho]a Ismailis of both 

Francophone and Anglophone Âfrica bes±des those from Uganda. 

As stated in the preceding chapters', the cornmunity has \ 

transplanted its institutions fram its countries of origin, 

and is adapting these to its new cultural environment. Here, 
, -

"-
as in East Africa, its self-a~cribed ~QmrnUnal~ identity is 

often seen as -a part of; a)1 ethnically homogenèous popu;lation. 

The respog.dents, however, demonstrated favourable ~overall 
, J , ---~ 

impressions Of trhe---new society they are living in a's well 
-- ~-----... 

as of their own communal ins~itutions. Regarding the existing 
\ 

\ 
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1 

gap between the Anglophone and_~rancophone Khoja Isma11i 

student groups, it is believed that the presence of the 
~ 

Adm1n1strative Committee, as a policy making body, may in 

time, narrow the cultural differences between the groups 
\ 

by involv1ng both in common core projec.ts. 

Referring to the Comeau-Driedger findings based on 

Klapp's thesis that "a str~ctly open social system will be 

entropie" (Comeau-Driedger, p. 616), the conclusions drawn 

from the study of severo ethnie groups in Winnipeg provide an 

added dimens~on to the study of the K~oja rsmailis in the 

context of ethnie participation in an ope~ social system 

like that of Canada. 

, 
the findings in Çhapter 4 demonstrate that the Khoja 

Ismaili situation is analogous to that~of the French ~nd the , 
Jewish communities'in Winnipeg. They have a elosed or 

" vitality-facilitating mechanism sueh as their J~at Kha~as, 

couneils, Youth, women; Welfare and other bgranlzatons. 

These engender a 'sense of communal sqlidarity. 

\ 

Their sen~e of eehnic,identification tends to he very 
.. D 

high >,for both -the Khoja groups scored very hig~ on in-group 

friendship, atten~an~ at the Jamat Khanat observation of 
, 

religious praotiees as well as the use of Kutchi or Gujarati 
\ . 

'at home. r 

, 
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../ 
However, there also seems "to be a Shft towards an 

open rnechanisrn in that each group scored weIl above 

average in its ~nteract1ons' with the two host groups re-

spect1vely. The1r strong identification with their new 

country, vit-a-vis the old is also indicative of thelr 

recepti vi ty towards the new country, i ts culture and· i ts 
Q 

jdeals. Behavioural variables such as their da~ing patterns, 

and attitudinal variables ~uch as their perception& of the 

Canadian society, and their positive views on exogamous 
\ 

marriages, indicated their assimilationist tendencies. 
'\ 

'\ 
_"t 

A general observation of the author over the past tWŒ 

years has shown that although endqgornous J there seems to be 

a growing tendency arnong the young Khoja Ismailis to lean 

towards exogamous marr iages\. At least eleven exogamous 

marriages have t~ken place of which\ nine were between Khoja . 
, 1 , 

Ismailis from bath groups\ and rnembers of the two host groups. 

A marked contrast between the Montreal KhoJa Ismaili . 

community ând the Jewish and French communities of Winnipeg 

is that the Khoja Ismai!is ha~~ be~~ çonsciously dissuaded 

by their communal hierarchy from mai~taining ecologièal sub-
f? ,b 

system~ in form of segregated residential ~onglomerations.· 
1 

~he Montreal Khoja Ismai~i ~omrnunity is scattered aIl over 
\ , 

the Island and its suburbs. This is anather indication of 

\ 

opening mechanism that could further hete~Qgeneous interaction. 
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The Khoja Ismaili community could therefore be termeG 

"ethnic ~dentifiers" in the Comeau-Driedger terrninology. 

Caditz would most probably categorize them as "assim~lated 

communal~sts" , 

, , 

Like the Je~"L5tl and French communi ties in Winn ~peg 1 they 
~;;It • 

score highly on sound- closing mechanisms t'hat giv,e the 
\ 

community a posi,tive identity and a sense 'of worthiness. 

i 

High ethnic affirmation 1 oomm\ln~ ty (maint,enance 1 low ethnl.c 
f' . ' 

~enial, and a strong religiotis ~nstitution ~ho~ positiv~ 

rEj!,inforcement . for the communi ty as a whole. A strong sense 

of ethnic a~areness may lead to the creat10n of "psychic 
l . .' ( 

shel ters" (Porter). which as ~orter concedes are impor,tant 

for the ra1sing of th~ "self-concpet of the low... status groups ", 

(Porter: \301) ~ ',Al though bath the Atii'glophone à:nd francophone 
.-

Khoja Isma~li respond~nts did. indicate a tendency towards 
, 

"psychic shelters" through a high sense of comtnunal affilia-
." \', . 

.. 

tian, the, c~mmunity as a whole can hard~y be termed "a low 

status group". ~he, Khoj,a Ismaili community is small numer-
, 

ical,ly but' ib does not exhibit a low status in terms of 

occupational or social mob~lity . .. 

· ... ·r. 

" 

1 
l 
1 

! 
\ 
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Port~rls a~sertion that heightened sense of ethnic 

idetltity l.S "less and les re:e~~nt f~,r the, p~st-industrial' 

socletybecause they cultures) emphaslze yesterday rather 
\ 

than tomo]:"row" c Id be considéred a valid observatlon lf 

an' ethnic ,unit y employed excessiv~ elosed mechanlsms 

y becoming socially insular, 

'" 

" 

" ,/ 
~or a group such as the KhoJa I~all~s, havlng an adminis

f 

trativeoma,chin~ry that employs a conscious' interplay between 

closed and open mechanisms, the questlon ~f insurallty does 

not arise, 

\ 

. Fo.r example, when the' expellees' from Uganda -arri ved in 

Montr~al, they tended to cong!egat7, ip a low incorne ethnie 

~rei ~nown as the 

approxirnately 150 

Mountain signts. 

2 '" 
rnembelPs in tha t 

,other Third, World ethnie groups: 
'\ 

Initially, there were 

vicin.i ty living amidst many 
, 1 

~ bqs~m~nt ~artment was 

converted into t-he Jam'a t Khana and a reqùest was made t~ ,the' 

, Mont+eal~ Admini,strative Commi ~te~ to g17ant it "an official; .... 
, 

statusi but'the Montreal. Admin'ïstrative ~ommittee, not want:ieng 
, - . 

ta enc~)Urage ,the ghet'toiz·ation 'of the commuhity, re~used ta 

lêga'l±z~ the Mountain Slghts. Jarnat Kl'v}na. 

L 
J 

. , 
\" 

'1 " 1 " , 

! 
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Councii to makc the mCmbCrEl of the community diflP(11'S0 r.,th01' 
1 

l , \ 

,than congr~qa~c in ,enc 1 ,"\VCfl. /Announccm0nt R w.qr<"' macl0 in t)1(' 

, .. 
o~ticial Van-!1orne Jam"t Khana emph.:tsi:7.ihq 'thiR point. Th 0 

"unofficial" ,Tamat Khan. nt Mountai"" Si~lhts rcachCd6' 

n"tur.:tl end whcn hhc Khoia'rsmal11s in that aH';! stal"Led 

mov'inq out. T,he.y 1TIld become botter ('stablishcd economic<llly. 
. , 

Mdny ~ovcd ta their own homa~ while'others movcd ln,botter 
, , 

ap~r\m~nts-: '1'h0 Mountain Siqhts Khpia Jsmai 1 i popu],ùtion 

i5 now rouqhtly 20 me~bers. 

- . Another eX,a.l1'tple of an open mechanism fi the banquet qiven 
• 1 r 

in the honour of Ilis Hiqhncss the Aqù Khana at tne Toronto 

Hilton by the Khoja r~aili Reqional Council for EasterR 

~Canada. Approximately 800' guests consist1ng 'of re~resentatives 
1 from the Fed'eral, Provincial and Municipal Governme'nts, a$ 

weIl as' members of t'he, Can~dian establishment, bankers, 
1 

professionals, academics and the clergy mingled with the Khoja 

Ismaili representatives. The menu consi'sted of. western dishes 
. , 

and alcoholic be~erage~,were served •. The fact that the Khoja 

Isrnailis are not ~upposed ta drink alcohol (although most do 

indulge in social drinking) did. not prevent them from inter-
I~ , 

acting with members of the host cultur~ who do imbibe as a 

social norm. Such a si~uation wold enrage the orthodox Muslim 

"'ri who, on many an occasi\on, has brapded the Ismailis as being 
> 3 

heèetical (Bharati). 

. . 
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1 
Btl'l\'tur(~g of t"cliq;on·with0\1t havinq to Rm-l-cnd"r on,,'g . ~ 

1-(' 1 i Cl i OUR W\ luè's. 
1 

'1'110 l\q<1 Khnn,hims('Jr, haR hcen ed~.1t<'d in tlH~ w('st 

(lt.1rvard)., Whi.lc he bC'l leveR f~lY in aJlwrC'nc(' to rel1qlous 

0 

pri~ciples;~maintcnance of nnc's faith in the face of a mateiiallyi 

chanqinq world and.the perpetuation of the co~muni~y's soçial 

and voluntary orqan;~ations (aIl are cxnmplcs of closinq 
4 

me,ch<1nisms), he insists that themcml:crs of tll0'rsmnil1 commun-

\ 

1 
1 

, 
ity ldentify with the c0untry the nrc 1 ivinq in, not merely by"-- 1· 

1 

becnminq citizcns but also by interact~nq with host qro~ps at 

aIl levels (openinq mechanisms). His consistant reminders 

ta his' community everywhere to use e0ucation as a step towards 
r 

social adjustment in,a rapid1y changing global society i5 best 

ex~mplified in his address to the Jamat (Congregation) in 
1 

Nairobi in 1976: 

nyo'u mu~b1)dlutely take the max~mum benefit 
of the ~~~ion whiç~ you can obtain. Not 
on1y does ~is education represent an insur
ance for your futurle, lIlot on'ly èloes i t gi ve Vou 
'mobility, but at a time of çrisis the young arè 
going ta have to wor.k hard to be able to take 
advantage of the"possibilities that existe TRese 
possibilities are pot going to' be eas'y to 
achieve, to obtain as they may be in the past: 
and our young boys and young girls must be aware 
of the fact that if they do not work properly, 
if they do npt take m~ximum benefit from their 
education, nobody cari help them to find satis
factory empl~ment, a satisfpctory outlet in 

. the future."· ., 

\ 

f 

14 
, 
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'- '4 < ...fi 11 

A final instance of a ço~sêious, d~liberate pof~y of 

an in~erp]ay between closinq and openinq mecha~isms àdopted . 
by tho Kho;a rsmalli hierarchy 19 i~dicat~d in the address 

.r 
• u • 

by Prihcc Sa"druddin Aqa Khan ,'(The Aga ~hll!1'S uncle) to the, 
-

Vancouver Khoi'a lsmaiti universits students in which he 

stated: 
~ 

"Please remember that sometimes itl, trt1e past 
we like ather people, tended te be ~aro
chiaI, iselated,. living too !'1uch ln our,Gswn 
closed units. Instead of looking outwards, 
we tended to look inwards. Now that you are 
in a great country with bpundless horizons, 
l want yau to look outwârd and to think about 

. a11 the opportunities which .you' have here". 

"Wh:'lt. we have- to 'seek ,. l thi'nk, is ~ot ',on ly . 
the physical integration in the economy and 
the social str4cture of the country, ~ut we 
have,to seek a kinC of integration of ideasl 

in the 8ma'll world 'that we live in. This is 
what -we have ta aim for: An Integration of 
Idêas ": , 

IMPLICATIONS OF THE STUDY . 

... 

At present, bath the Khoja lsmaili student groups have 

indicated a positive self im~ge through a strong éthn~c 
\' , 

• identity that their institution~lly aomplete community 
. -

. provides. They have r-emained different'iated that is, 
, \ 

possessing the ability to ~~tain a distinct çommunal identity 

wi th\ the ~oc iety a t, .l-a,r 'le' ':: Yet,,' they also inà;:Ca te tenden

cies towards identification-with'â-bicultural Canadian society. 
( , 

'\ 
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The community Ims both sound elosinq >ar)d opening m~dil

ani5ms that has madé them ethnic-identi~icrs in-Comeau and 
\ ' 

Driedqer's 'terminology~ There i5 no, indi,cat:ion, at present, 

to s~pport Gord~nfs theory that over, a ocriod of t±~e, th~ 

-
ethnie gr.oups will 'assimilate with the d'bminant cu] tur('~ 

rt i8, however, difficult to project what ~tl1e community's 

situation will be within a few gène~at~qns . 

... - 1 

whâ;t is evident, though, i~ that the Anglophone att~tud('s 
" u 1 • ~ 00 

tow~rds the Francophone Khoja Ismaili groups are more negative 
. . 

than,positive. I~'time, this could escalate in~o a mor~ pro-

nounced conflict situation. A,lrea,,,, the Anglophone K~1Oia 

Ismaili students gather for. p rs at on~ of the cnnferencc 

-rooms at the McGill Undergrad,uat Library. They are often . 
; 

'joined by Concordia students. 
,( / 

ls very seldom that Franco-

phone Khoja Ismaili studen~~'jdin the McGill group for praye~s. 

This CO~d ~: attributed to the 10n:: distance ,f;om the Universi ty 

o f Mont~eh; 'but the alann'iShn!/s on the part of Anqlophone 

Khoja Ismai1i students 5eems to be increasing. A rift .among 

'studet;t-. groups a long linguistic l ines could be irnrni;n'ent. 
1 (, '). ,/ ~ ( 

,~ ~, 
JI ~ / f 

SU~GESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
; 1 0 

': The Khoja IsmaiJ.i community is concentrat.ed heavily in 
, 0 

,-

./bitieS' li~e Toront~, Vancouver, Calgary and Edmonton. Most 

, of these, unlik:e the o~es in Montreal, are not diç:hotomized 

\. into l'inguist.îç groups. Having iDlnigratingfrom East Africa 

.. 
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Uga-nda~-zanra ami *enya) _they are a11 Enqlish speaking.o 
- ~_... . -~~ ~~ " - - -

/ iii 
A studYJéxamining the social adaptation'and education 

\ , 

status of the rest of the Kho;a !smaili community in Canada 
1 • (e. • 

could ~hed siqnificant liqht' bn the communityl~ overall 
;1/. , 

progress in this country. . " " 

, " 

" 
T~e ma~Ority of the 'Anglophone respondents in .. ~ present 

study ~ere fem~les' (fifty~six perc~nt). As thé s~atus ~f the. 

1 

Khoja 18maili women had bequn to change pa~k in the early 
. 1 

f~fties, a comparative analysis o~,the social, educational 
l l , , 

and océupational.ad1ustmënt of the Khola lsmail! males. ând 

h fema~es in the context of their new environrnent may provide 

some,new and interesting results. 

.. 
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,FOOTNpTES CHAPTER V 

,/ 

port~r 1 John. "Ethnie Plu'ralism in Canadian p~rs'Pectiveli 
in Ethnicity : Theory & Experience, "edited 
by Nathan Glazer and Daniel Moynihan, . 

o eambr fdge, Mass : Harva;:-d Universitl' Press. 
1975, pp~267-304. 

F: igures, have been obtained from M.r Amin Merani, former-ly f 
a rèsident of Mountain sights. He was act~ve1y involved 
in the Khoja Ismaili community 61: that area and was 
ins~rume~tal in the.establishment of the Mountain Sights 
Jamat Khana. 

3. ~_r rat'{"',A'" The· Mian. in East. Africa - Javhind "" Uhuru. 
-\ chicago,:' Nelsom Hall co.: 1'972, p. 319 

4. His ~ig~n~s~ Karim Aga Khan" Far~an Mubarak, Nairobi 
lsma~lia Association Press. p. 32. 

5. Prince sadrudin Aga Khan's address ta Khoja lsmaili 
students, Vancouver, "1976. pp. 4-8. (uripub1ished), 
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