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ABSTRACT 

TULE The Impact of the State of Ina.l on th. H.hnv CuniculU1ll 

of twofJewtah .l.m.ntary achoola tn Montreal. 

DEGREE Maet.T of Ana 

F'CutTY Education, 

DEPARTMENT Educational Adminiatration 

AUTHOR Benj amin th 

ADVISOR Dr. ~onald H. ~a11 

The purpoa. of th1. atudy vas to inve'tilate the iœpact of the State 

of Israel on th. aabTew Curriculum of two Jewiah El.u.ntary tchoola ln 

Montreal, nacely, Jeviah People'. and Pereta Schoola and Unit.d Talaud 

Torahs of Montreal. 

The hypoth.aia waa that th. State of tar .. l, ainc. i~ •• atabliahmant. 

had an impact On the Rab"" Curriculum of tb. two tchooli. 
'.'\ 

" 
Th. methodololY includ.d a Itudy of school clocuaftta. p'Rona! tntat'Vi.". 

and que.tlonnalTe ra.pon •••• 

Th. find1ft18 .upport.d th. bypoth •• l. vith tb. I~at •• t .~h .. i. aft.r 

the 1913 To. lCiPPUT Vat. 
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FACULTE Seienee. de L'Education 

DEPARTEMENT Admini.tration Scolaire 
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AUTEUR. 'enj amn Uv 

CONSEttUR Dr. Ron.ld H. T.li 

L'obj.t d. cett. ~tude a 't6 d. d't.rminer l'iœpacte de l'Etat d'tarael 

sur le proaraaae d"tud.s~braique8 de deux 'col •• 'llment.1rel juive. de 
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- Ecole. Jewi.h P.ople's et Pereta Schools 
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L'bypotht.e de l'.uteur e.t que l'Etat d'I.rael a eu une influence 

dltend.nante sur le progr .... d' Itud .. hfbraiqu" de ces deux ~C!oles et 

e.~i depuis leur 't.bli ..... nt. 

La altbode de recherche utiU.le 'tait c01lq)08h de; 

- Document. .col.ire. 

- d' utnvu.. penoMeU •• et de 

- que.tioQDa1~. ~poua •• ç 
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Siace the beai~iftl of the J.wi.h Nation 4,000 yeara &10, 
\ 

the J.viah culture and education ha. pl.,.d a vital role in the-
! 

~ 

~ 

ltfe of the Jewi.h people. J.wi.h education waa prlmarily a reli8ioua 
Il 

one and the purpo.e of auch an educat~on wa. to ?re.erve the uniquene •• 

of the Jewi.h Nation and itl reli8ion. 1 

The fact that the Jewiah comœunity .e.ka a Jewiah education 

coa.. from the rali8ioua lavl that J.ws,auat keep. ~e ol the ba.ic 

role. of the Jeviah Leaderl i. the obli.ation to educate their people 

accordina to the role that God co-..nded in the Bible, lb .everal 

place. in the Bible one can find,the folloviua: 

Gather the people, .n and woaeu, Ichild~eu and 
• the .tranae~ in~your c~tie. 'that they 

MY hea~ ud .0 l.ara to re~re the tord your 
Gad and to ob.ene fai thfully e~ry vord of 
Bi. teadl~q, the1~ children, too, who have 
not had the u:pertellc;e, ahaU h.ar and leam. 
to ~eve~e the Lord )'ou~ Gad aa loq .. they 
live in the land which~u ~ about to c-ro •• 
the Jordan to occup)'. 

The father wu alao under .Ob.U.8atioll to teadl hi. CIW'IIl 

children. 

,1aucrclopedia Judaica, Vol. 6, p. 385, , 
~ . l ' 

~e Bo4' Scrtpturu, lavtaed iu accoriace W1tb Jw1b 
Tradition ad Modem Blblic&! Schola~blp, Deut.ron~ 31: 12-13 

-1-
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Take t~. hOlrt thea~ worda.with Which t chafS-
you th!a day. t.press the. upon your children. 
Racite thom wh.n you sta, at homo and vhen you 
are avay ~ when you li. dow- and wh.n you iet up.3 

Ae a Je" become. le •• reUgioue, 'the educaÙon"\ he Sives to bis 
~ , 

chi1dren tends to 1essen. An indication of th8t 8ituÀt1on 18 th.t, 

_-1" 19'2 in Montroal, 61. n of the Jowisl) chUdran' did not recei". any 

kind of Jevish educatlon. 4 
" 

Besides the reliaious Tealons for Jewish educatio~, whicl\ werc 

basically to train the indi"idsal to be able to participate in ~. 
, 0 

service held in the synagogue, another reaaon was to prevent the danger 

of assimilation amena the Jews. 

The Jewish edu~ation throughaut the Jewish communities in the 

world vas given f~ee of charge and 111iteracy among Jewa was rarc. , 

Usually the Jewish education vas supported by the rich people of the 

'Jewish. comtirunity and ln some an Ils taxes were collected frœ the Jews 

who aettled in these communities in arder to cover the needs. ~l 
communi ty .5 Education vas alvays the ~irst and\most important need of any 

, ." 

.During the Renaissance Period, the·Jewish education lneluded 

some other seneral studies such as philosophy, medlcine, physics anQ 

mathematics. 

,Generally speaking, as we approached the modern 'e,ra, 1I\any Jewish 

---..... 
3Jhe Roly Scripturea, Deuterono.,~ 6:67 

4Jewish Education tn Greater MOntreal, (Montreal, 1972)_ p.21, 

Ssncyc10pedia Jud!lca. Vol, ~. p,4l2. 

o 
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• 
~tud.nta beçam. pa~t of th. ~ntvcrat y,6 Wlth tha.,prèadin8 of the 

unlv.ual .duçatlon-,Clu~lna th. 19t ~.n~\il'Jt- th.-ill-..-- of---J.vt~ ~~C;h1al 
, , . 

achoola va. abol~h.d and Sunday • il and aft.rn~Oft achool. w,~. 
, '. 

estabUlh.d; ~lpecl.l1.y in the United Statel' .and EuroPt,7 

In the •• type. of Ichooll. Ylddi'h, nebraw, "and reliaion were 

tauaht.. Thl alnlral lubjectl ftre tauaht i'n" t!t- public l<:hooll durins" 
.. 

th. w •• kdaya. \ A changa in this pol1t.y ~u brought about in tha early' 

p3rt of th. 20th Century ln th, Unitad St,tel'and Canada, and Jewiah , ·-1 
~ .. \ ~. .. 

day • chao 1. vere '8tab~ilhed whero the Jevilh chl1d could receivo a . ~ 
, '1 

86neral education ai wall a. a Jeviah edutatlou.8 

, 
Thera a~e lixteen elementar,y Jevilh èef Ichools, 8lx ~ew18h 

h18h achool~, and ~l\ty S~day and afternoon achooll in Montreal. 

ApproxtmatGly 6.000 cl\Udren ~aka up this school sys t~m. 9 

, 
} 

61bid .. , p.416 

7Ibid.. -p. 438 

•• 81b:l.d ... p.t.42 
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\'n1tc,' l:llmud 1ornh~ oi ~'0ntr{'al 

1. 
\ 

o\[tC\ n reC;(,IHch l': the literaturf', it I,'RS det('\rinrl: 

and currcnt events in Ic;rncl 11.1v(' ;m irpact on th'c, 

curriculu~. hut thesc changes in the curricullrr arc 

nct alvRvs parullel to the original ~oals. Thcrcfnrr, 

the "tud)' 15 n('cdec t0 idcr.t i f\' thcc;c ,hnl1f-c<; . 't IcI, 

c:; ta tcnlC'nt of t h(' rral' 1 cm 

The t\JO schools have ln CÇlmmon one major goal, "'hich lS tn 

provide the child with a Jcwish education Bnd A general one. Rut eac~ 

school has a diffcrcnt opinion 85 ta what i~ R ]rwish education. These 

-.~ 
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differences are baaically derived from t~e religioua backgrounds. 

United Talmud Torahs of Montreal i8 a modern Orthodox school. 

The staff of the Bebrew department i9 a mixture of religioua and non-

re11~ious teachers. The Itudent9. too. are fram a religioua and/or a 

non-rellgious background. 

Jewish People's and Peretz Schools 18 known as a non-religioua 

school and its staff and pro gram are on national Judaism rather than 

a religious level. 

The meaning of Jewish education for the ~nited Talmud Torahs 

of Montreal 18: 

1. To grow up as a responsible person with a reaponsible 

feeling towards the Jewish community. 

2. To be involved in the community. 

3. To be active in 1t and at the same t1me cons1der Israel 

as the country 1n wh1ch sooner or later he should be 

living. 

4. To teach the youth how to keep a Kosher home and to 

give them a wide knowledge of the Jewish tradition 

from a historical and religious point of view. 

5. "to perpetuate the'\Jewish people by educating its youth 

to be knowledgeable and conscious of their rich Jewish 

cultural. spiritual and traditional heritage within a 

Canadian milieu." 10 

Je.ish People's and Peretz Schools interprets tbe meaning of 

Jewisb education as: 

10 Scbool Term. United Talmud Torahs of Montreal (Montreal, 
1914 - 1915), p. 3. 
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Â feeling of belonaing to the Canadian Jewish community 

a. an int.gral part of the Canadlan acene. 

A feeling of belonging to the Jevish people the vorld-

over. 

3. A deep attachment to larael a. the spiritual and cultural 

home of the entire Jewish people and a strong deaire to 

help in the development of that country. 

4, The including of the Ideals of social progrea8 of 

individuel and communal reaponaibility and preparation 
11 for active participation in communal living. 

ACcord~g to the goals of these schools one can see that schools 

importa~ role ln· attempting to keep the Javish tradition and to 

eliminate the danger of assimilation. One of the basic social l~s of the 

Jevish Nation, taken from the Torah, is that Je~ are responsible to each 

other. lt means that the Jevs in the Diaspora are responsible for the 

State of Israel and Israel 1s responsible for the Jews in the vorld. 

One of the responsibilities of the State of Israel is to teke 

care of the Jewish education in the Diaspora. Therefore, the State of 

Israel encourages Israeli teachers to teach 1n the Diaspora and the Bebrew 

University in Jeruaalem has a special department dealing vith the Jewish 

education in the Diaspora. 

The Jewlsh Agency, in Jerusalem, aleo has a special department 

whlch deala vith the Jewlsh education from all aspects; curriculum, 

llghtmon Dunsky, Shlome Wiaeman Book, Jewtsh Peop1e's and Peretz 
Sch 00 la (Montreal, 1961), p. 26 

_ 3 ig._; t ~, .. (..... l ... 

.f 
\ 

" 
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1< 
publishing text books, supervisors, recruiting teachers, helping the 

school vith s~eclal advisors and budgeting. For- the purpose of this 

study, all of· these agents will be under one name--Iarael. 

Aceording to the Methodology and Procedures outllned in 

Chapter III, the study intends to investigate how these tvo schoole, 

United Talmud Torahs of Montreal (U.T.T.) and Jewish Peoplels and 

PeretE Schools (J.P.P.S.) are influenced by Israel. Also to what extent 

the schools agree to make changes in the curriculum and if these changes 

are advancing the main goals of .. ch school. The study will attempt to 

look at the curriculum of each school durlng the last twenty-slx years, 

sinee the establishment of the State of Israel, and note Any changes 

in the curriculum either written or unwritten. 

Rationale 

Albert 1. Oliver claims that curriculum i9 what happen9 to 

ahildren in school as a result of the teacherls work. More than that, 

the direct teaching in the classroom i9 also part of the curriculum. 

Even the climate of interpersonal relationships in a .chool Is part of 

the curriculum. 

Since teachers play an important role in the school, they 
! 

generally are the ones to affect the curriculum. Most teachers ln 

United Talaud Torahs of Montreal and JewiSh People's and PeretE Schools 

are from Israel and bring vith them deflnlte culture and educational ideas. 

One might say that the curriculum of the aebrew department of these tvo 
\ 
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schools is affected by thase teachers and does make an impact on their 

respective curricula. Moreover, the study intends to show that the 

informaI curriculum ha8 a greater influence than the vritten one. That 

is ta say. that very often changes in the unwritten curriculum take 

place due to the events which occur in Israel and are not necessarily 

formal and written. 

Definition of Terms 

Israel 

The State of the Jewish people in the Middle East which was 

established in May 1948. 

Diaspora 

The whole body of Jeva living scattered amang the Centiles. 

after the Babylonian captivity; any country in which Jevs 

are living besides Israel. 

Hebrev 

The official language of the State of Israel. The language 

in which the original Bible i8 written. 

Yiddish 

The main colloquial language of the majority of Central and 

Eastern European Jewry. The bulk of Yiddish grammar 18 

derived from a fusion of various medieval Western, Southern 

and German dialects. Since the movement of Ylddish-speaking 

people into Slavie terri tories (l4th Century). languages such 

as C&e~oslovak1~, Polish. Ukrainian and Belorussian 

affeeted Yiddish deeply. 

, 
'-
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Jewlah element.rI achool 

Elementary achool from grades one to slx. The etudies bains 

divided into equal parte: general etudiee accordlng to the 

provincial demands taught ln Engliah and Jewiah subjects 

t.ught in Hebrew and Yiddish. 

Mi,shnah 

Derived from the Hebrew ward "sh.nahu meaning "ta repeat". 

The Mishn.h included six ordera th.t vere repeated, arranged 

and revised about the beginning of the 3rd Century by 

Judah Ha Nu 1. 

Siddur 

The prayer book which ls used in the synagogue for everyday 

services and on the holidays. 

Torah 

The Five Books of Moses set before the Children of Israel. 

It refers partlcularly ta the Pentateuach, apart from the 

rest of the Bible. 

Din1lll -
Th\ code of lawa and eus toms that every religious Jew has 

ta follow everyday. 

Chabad 

Chabad ls an acronym of Hokmah Blnah and Daath; the primary 

intellectual attrlbutes of the Deity. Chabad ls named because 

lt stresses the intellectual penetration into the exactness 

of the infin1te and lte relationshlp to the divine soul. 

Curriculum 

Since the etudy attempts ta lnvestigate the written and 

uawritten curriculum of the ~ schools mentioned above, 

the writer of this ~he8ia found that the definition of 

Albert 1. Oliver la appropriate for thls study. Be indicates: 

J 
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Bnsicallv the curriculum is what hnppens 
to children in school as a result of what 
teachers do. lt includes a~l of the cxperi­
cnces of children for which the school should 
nccept responsibility. It ls the program used 
by the school as n menns of nccomplishing its 
purpose. Direct tenching ~n the clnssroom is 
part of the curr iculurn. School activi tics. 
su ch as clubs. sports, student councils. and 
the likc arc also part of the curriculum, 
sinee they presumnbly have been planned by the 
school to hel~ achicve certain educational 
obj ectives. 

Limitations 
~ 

In Montreal there are three types of Jewish elementary schools 

that follow the genersl curriculum of the Province of Quebec. Some of 

them are very orthodox schools, in that they fol10w the religious laws 

and customs that vere set by God and the Rabbis in the Torah and other 

religious books. (Hishnah and Talmud). In the Orthodox schools a11 the 

Hebrev teachers must be religious and most of the students and their 

parents are religious. The second type of schools is tradi tional , 

schools, which means that the schools keep the re1igious laws but not , 
very strict1y. Not alJ of the Hebrew teachers are religious and many of 

the students and their parents are not str~ct1y re1igious. United Talmud 

Torahs of Montreal belongs to this type of school. The third type of 

school is known as a non-religious school, which means that these schools 

do not keep the religious laws. The Hebrew teachers do not have to be 

religious in order to teach there. Jewish People's and Peretz Schools 

12 
Albert 1. Oliver, Curriculum Improvement, A Guide to Prob1ems. 

Principals and Procedures ( Dodd Head and Company, New York. 1965), p. 12 
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belong to this type oE school. 

The study will investisate the ~o b1ggeat elementary schools 

in Montr~al: United Talmud Torahs of Montreal and Jawish People's and , 
Peretz Schools. The reasons for choosing these tvo schools are: 

1. These schools recognize the State of Israel 

as the State of the Jewish People. Due t~ the 

fact that Israel is not a religious country, 

2. 

and her civil laws are not based on the religious 

lavs as written in the religious books (Torah, 

Mishnah, Talmud), the orthodox Jeva do not 

recognize Israel as the State of aIl the Jews. 

Therefore, the orthodox schools do not inélude 

Israel in their curriculum. 

The tvo schools comprise 80% of a11 the Jewish 

children that attend Jewish elementary schools 

in Montreal. The study will examine the role 

of Israel in the Bebrew( curriculum of each 

school aince the establ~nt of the State 

of Israel. 

According to the Methodology and Procedures outlined in 

Chapter III, the study will then investigate the impact of the 

establishment of the State of Israel on the curriculum on each one 

of the schoola during the lut twenty-six yeara. The study will then 

arbitrarily foc~s on the following four periode: 

1. The tirst two years prior to the estal)l1shment 

of tbe State of Iarael. 

2. Second Period 1948 to 1956 

3. Tbird Period 1957 to 1965 

4. Fourth Period 1966 to 1973 
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The thesis will study the curriculum of grades one, ~o and 

three as one unit and of grades four, five, six and seven as a second 

unit. 

The study will deal with the Rebrew curriculum of each school. 

The Second Periode 1948 ta 1956 will be compared ta the Hebrew curriculum 

of 1946 to 1947, ~o years before the establishment of the State of Israel. 

The Third Periode 1957 to 1965 will be compared ta the yeara 1948 ta 1956. 

The Fourth Periode 1966 ta 1973, will be compared ta the yeara 1957 ta 
/ 

1965. By comparison it means that the study intends ta find out What 

changes took place in the curriculum, in each subject ~ in general. 

Also, the study intends ta find out the changes in the goals, if any, 

as a result of the State of Israel. 

-



o 
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CRAPTER II 

REVlEW OF LlTERATURE 

The review of literature will be divided into four parts. 

Part l will review the literature before the establishment of the 

State of Israel until 1948. 

Part II will revi~w the literature after the establishment 

of the State of Israel. It will review the authors who see Israel 

as an Integral part of the Rebrew curriculum and do not think that 

the Hebrew curriculum is complete without Israel in it. 

Part III will review the literature to support the limitations. 
"­

about the orthodox schools which do not include Israel in the curriculum. 

In Montr-eal some of these schools are represented by the ~abad Movement. 

Part IV is a summary. 

-13-
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PART I 

REVIEW OF mE LITERA TURE THAT WAS WlUTTEN BEFORE 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STATK OF ISRAEL 

David W. Pearlman. who was the Principal of the Hebreu School . 
of the Society for the Advancement of Judaism. vrote an article in 

1931 named "The Curriculum of a Congregational Hebrew School". in 

which he indicated the followtng: 

1) The school aima to transm1 t to --the chlld 
the essential elements of the Hebrew 
language and literature. Sufficient know­
ledge of Hebrew is taught so that the 
child can properly appreciate the Bible. 
the Prayer Book and some of the simpler 
examples of current Hebrew literature. 
1 t does not am merely to be another 
regular Talmud Torah or Hebrew School. 

2) The school gives an important place to 
all subjects which indicate ta the child 
that he is a member of the Jevish group. 

3) To develop the Jev1sh religioua _character 
of the child, Hebrew is not merely a lin­
gu1stic study, for special efforts are 
taken to indicate the beauty of Jewish 
ideals expressed in it. 13 

While reading the article. there was no mention. of Israel 

in the curriculum or as a subject. ln the article, "Some Guiding 

Pr1.nc1ples for the Curriculum of the Jewtsh School of TOIIIorrow", 

l3David W. Pearl.man.. The Cur~iculum of 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

School, Jewiah Education. Vol. III No • 

-14-
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Jacob S. Colub and Leo L. Ronor wrote: 

Not only must Amerlcan Jewry retain its 
connectlon vith its historie Antecedents, 
but it must maintain an intimate relation 
vith Jewries the world over. 14 

We shall thus be able to continue the 
common folk life of our people whiçh 
until modern times, was so universal 
a characteristic of Jew1sh living. 
The effectiveness of Dur schools, there­
fore, should be judged by the degree to 
which they leact to creative adjustment, 
grawing out of our own group experience 
as well.as of the experiences of other 
Jevries. 15 

The authors of this article ~aw the aim of most of the 

schools at that time vas: 

to maintain the traditional synagogue 
and to prepare the chlld for acU ve 
participation ln it. 16 

Accordill8 to them the schools of 
tomorraw must meet the issues of 
the nature of the Jewish group life 
in Palestine, the Hebrew lmguage'17 
the Jewish religion or synagogue. 

They are asking haw ahall the child be rûated to Palestine. 

Their ansver 15 that Palestine should: 

,/ 

14 Jacob S. Golub and ~o L. Honor, Soae GuidiDg Principles for 
The Curriculum of the Jewi.sh School of T01IOUOW, Jevish Education, Vol. IV 
No. 3 (Oètober-Deceaber 1932), p. 151 

15Ibid , p. 152 

16 Ibid 
-' p. 152 

17 Th id 153 
! 

p. ,,. 
-' ,.1 

.r 
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se-rve as the cantre of vor~ Jevry, the 
headquartera for Jevish lifa l8 ••• t hara­
fore, the dutiea tCNerds Palestine wh1ch " 
the Jeviah school should i1llpres. upon i ts 
pupils. to support Pal •• tine financially 
and to advance its interests through 
enlightening discussion. It ia highly 
meritorious for an individual to devote 
s~e period of his life to pioneering 
or ~t least to study in Palestine. Jeva 
should f&miliari&e themae • vith the 
progress of Palestine. All ilabl, 
sources for obtaining correct d UDbiaaed 
information should be utili&ed. The school 
will carefully bavare of eali&ation 
of present Palestine. 19 

In a survey that vas made by Isaac B. Berkaon and Ben Resen 

\ 

in 1936 among the Congregational and Communal Jewish Schools in the 

United States, it vas f~und that in both sc~ools the following subjects 

vere taught: 

Bebrev, PTayer Book, Bible. Jew1sh Customs 
and Concepts. holidays. Jew1sh history. 
Jewish current events and Palestine ••• 
Palestine occupies an important place 
râther by eaphasis and attitude than by 
direct teaching or through the amount of 
time devotec:l. 20 

o 

18Ibid • p. 157 

19Ibid p. 158 
-' 

20 Isaac B. Berltaon and Ben Rosen. la There lnatr1naic Opposition 
~etveen Congreaational and ec-.m-l Schoola? Jew1sh Educat::l.on. Vol. nI. 
No. 1 (Apr::l.l. 1940). p. 11-12 

• 
- ' \ 



li 

\ 

", " , 

.... ~,.' :'" "....... 1 1 ______ -.... _______ ......... ~~_. ____ • ----!.....l) __ _ ____ I-___ --s.-. ~. 

-17-

I~ 1940 Alexander M. nuahkin emphaail~d in bi. article, The 

Next Decade 6f Jewish Education in New York Citf, that: 
4,\ 

Durt.ng the nut decade ft must face anw 
tbe task.of trying to arrive at an Utlder­
standing aa to tbe ideololical relation of 
Palestine to Amertca. J~ai.m. perhapa not 
on tbe be.ts of previously cont .. ted vorda 
and phrases, but on the bast. of the spirit­
ual aisnificance of Palestine. 21 -

Profeesor Ernst Stmon from the Rebrew University in Jeruaa1em, 

said in his lecture in 1943: 

One of tbe main functions of the Bebrew 
University as a whole, and of its Education 
Department in particular, ia to develop a 
nev type of teac:her ••• for tbe coamun1ties 
and Rebrew schoola in the Diaspora. 22 

Ben M. Edido studied the curriculum of the Talmud Torah 

Dai1y Bebrew School and found that the main dm of the school ls: 

To eo8hle the pupil to live a dignified Jevish 
life as an individual ••• to develop in him 
particularly the des ire to teke part in the 
important national undertakinga for the rebirth 
of the Jewiah People and the upbuilding of 
Palestine. 23 

llAlezuder M. Duahldn, The Nat Decade of Jewisb Education in 
New York CitY,Jewiah Education Vol. XII, No. 2 (Sept.~.r,1940), p. 67 

~t Simon, The Future Teachen of Paleatine , Jevish Education 
Vol.XV, No. l, (September, 1943). p. 10 

2~ Jlen M. Edidn. Critique of the Bebrev Sc:hool Currtculua, Jeviah 
Education, Vol. XVl, No. 2, (Nove~.r, 1945), p. 15 
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In November, 1945, after World War II, three ... 'ell known 

educators in the United States, Ben M. Edidn, William Chomsky and 

Simon Bugatch, made a survey about the Developments in the Jevish 

Curriculum. They found that nine different types of Jewish schools 

developed a Hebrev curriculum. The changes in the curriculum of each 

school touched aIl the ira des and most of the subjects. 

In the curriculum for Congre~tional Schools of the Principals' 

Council of Newark, Nev Jersey, it vas found th~_the central themes 

loIere: 

First year - the home 
Second year - the synagogue 
Third year - Palestine 
Fourth year - The American 
Jewish Commun.! ty 
Fifth year - Israel and the 

24 
world. 

In the Jevish Sunday schools it vas found that the developaent 

about Palestine vas in grade four as: "Rural Life in Present Oay Palestine". 

The development vas also shown by the use of recent text books 

such as Bikkur B'Eretz Israel (A Visit in Israel) and Anachnu Noseim 

25 
L'Eret% Israel (We Are Travelling ta Israel). 

24 
Ben M. Edidn. William Chomsky and Simon Bugatch. Development 

in the Jewish Curriculum, Jew1sh Education, Vol. XVII. No. 1 (November. 
1945). p. 15 

25 
Ibid. p. 16 

l , 
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Th, le""1"h ec',ucltlon must he :J ver\' 
demandlng one The students s~ould 
reall~e they have to glve as much 
.15 rossi~l(' and expect heav" demands 
and re~ulrcments i~ thelr course of 26 
~tud) Translated tram the Hehre~. 

\~e must teach the Hchrcw lan~u3~e .5" 

It 15 a vital language. Without the 
l:chre"-' language the Je"'ish schools 
will be considered as reliplous ones. 
The Hebrew language IS the national 
symbol WhlCh shO\JS that we are not 
a rellglCrus group, r.ut a naticm. 
Translatcd from the Hebre\·. 27 

ln thls conference, Professor Dushkin presents hlS lcpa~ 

about the goals of the jewlsh education and anon2 those IdeJ" wc 

reac' 

26 A. Rlger, Jev.rish Education ln the Dlaspora, (Jerusalem: 

1948, Universlty Press),p. f. 

27 Ibid 8 
~p .. 
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1l1(' J l'loi i s h {'duc a t a J 1"' U l cl e cl u c a t e the 
Je,-,'ish Chlld to iTru:1. ,lte ta Israel. The 
lrnrnigration cou Id bl donc ln one of two 

~ays: Ta come to Israel RS a visitor for 
a certain perlod of time. To settle ln 
Israel permanently. Translated from the 
H eh r C\J. 2 8 

H. r.rr . .1lan, an cducator from Cincinnati, <;fes the r,011<; 

of the Je~ish education in four different ~ays' 

l. 
2. 
] . 
4. 

Israel - the love of Israel. 
Hebre ... · 1.1l1guagc. 

Je'-"lsh hlstory. 29 
The State of Israel. 

A strong influence of Israel on the Jewlsh education 1s 

dlscussed by Professor S.D. Goitein from the Hebrew University. He 

suggests that the Hebrew Unlversity will give a certificate to the 

stuclents ~ho flnish their Hebrew studies. The certi ficate ,vi 11 be 

given on an examlnation basl.S \,hich ,,,,il1 test the knOl"ledge of the 

Hebrew language. Professor Goiteln deflnes the purpose of the 

certiflcate in the following manner: 

~o stirnulate and to encourage the 
st\Jdents ",ho s tudy the Hebrew 
language in the Diaspora. To give 
èirection and order to their studies. 
Translated from the Hebrew. 30 

281bid , p. 1~-15 

29 lbid • p. 102-3 

30Ibid • p. 117 
"e 

J 
~ 
• 
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The Conference of the World Union for Jewish Education in 

the Diaspora accepted forty-seven ideas and amang them five ideas 

related to Israel. 

1. The Hebrew education in the Diaspora must 
be a Hebrew Zionist education in the spirit 
of the Torah and the tradition of the Nation 
of Israel. 

2. The right Hebrew education is an ~ducation 
in which the subject matters will be taught 
in Hebrew from the original Hebrew text book. 

3. Every educator must stir up the willingness 
to immigrate to Israel. at least as a tourist 
or as a student. in order to be involved in 
the country life and to study in t~e educational 
institutions which are in Israel. 

4. The Jewish education in the Diaspora must 
educate ~ews to rebuild Israel and also to 
tmmigrate to Israel for a complete Hebrew life 
and to participate personally in the building 
of the State of Israel. 

5. The main content of the text books should include 
the folklore of the new Israel and to plant in 
the childrens' hearts the love for Israel. the 
country and for the spiritual knowledge. 
Translated from the Hebrew. 31 

Louis Katzoff emphasizes that "the tendency of Conservative 

32 
Judaism has been to emphasize increasingly the role of Israel." 

Before the State of Israel was estah1ished. a survey made in 

the United States showed that on1y twenty-five mi.nutes were devoted 

to "Jew1.sh current events and modern Jew1sh prob1ems. It was on1y 8% 

from the total Jew1sh stud1es." 33 

3~id. p. 166-167 

3~ou1s Katzoff, Issues in the Jerl.sh Education, (New York: Block 
Pub l1sh1ng Company, 1949), p. 30 

33lbid , p. 47 
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There is no doubt that Jewish education should give a very 

important place to Hebrew in the curriculum of 80y Jewish school. 

The Hebrew language was known amang the Jewish People as the Holy 

L8Ougage. Therefore, the Jews only spoke Hebrew when rellgious mat!fial 

was being taught. Since the middle'of the 19th Century. this attitude 

toward the Hebrew language was abolished. although there are still 

some rellglous Jevs who do not speak Hebrew unless it ls ln the 

synagogue or during the study of a religious article. 

Louis Katzoff devoted a whole chapter in his book vith regard 

to the Hebrew language. It is interesting to note: 

Since Bebrew ls not yet spoken widely 
ln America, it has reta1ned lDOst of its 
religious character. Yet the influence 
of Palestine, in its revitalizing effect 
upon the, religious schools, has even here 
gi ven i t a secular colouring whenever the 
~hasis upon the development and use of 
the language has been more pronounced. By 
accenting this secular nature of Hebrew, 
the school not ooly reflects the measure 
of direct Palestinian influence. but also 
the extent to which the schoo1 a1ms to makè 
Hebrew a living language for the child. 34 

In 1947, a year before the establishment of the State of 

Israel, a questionnaire was distributed among 202 educators in the 

United States. The purpose of this questionnaire,which was administered 

by Louis Katzoff. vas ta investigate the attitude of the Jews who belong 

to the Conservative Movement ( a movement standing between the Orthodox 

~Ibid, p. 62 



r~~M.2.i&&"~2&&â&~;;;;=;.;CiS;A;';;~;;~------------- ---_._--------------

-2j-

G and Referm Jews) tewards Palestine. Ameng the 202 respendents. there 

were ninety-threerrabbis. fifty-ene weekday teachers. twen~six 

principals and thirty-twe Sunday scheel teachers. 

o 
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Aspects 

importance of Palestine 
in shap1ng Jewish history, 
past and present. 

Importance of Palestine 
as a solution to the 
problem of Jewish 
hornclessnes9. 

Th~ need for a Jewish 
commonwealth. 

The need for a cultural 
and religious centre for 
world Jewry. 

The real1zation of the 
prophetie ideals of the 
Bible, as exemplified in 
the kvutza (group of 
people living together 
and sharing everything). 

* Current School Pract1ce 

** Most Desirable Condition 

35..!J2ji, p. 92, 1949 

(0 

TARLE l 

COHPARIsn:-: OF EMPHASIS upon vAPIOUS 

ASPECTS OF THE TEACHING OF PAL[STINE 35 

Rabbis '·7eekday Teache":'R 
and l'ri nci pals 

CSP * ~C ** CSP * MUC ** 
_ ft (A) % on _7. jÇ) 7. (D) 

71 96 81 92 

86 94 86 94 

77 87 87 96 

77 93 81 94 

26 41 41 58 

.'-

~ 

Sllncay School 
Teachers 

(sr .,. 
;: (E) 

ClO 

91 

91 

83 

33 

'J)( ** 
Z (F) 

44 

93 

93 

83 

62 

(0 

1-..> 
.I:"­
I 

" 



_tha : 

o 

-25-

Table 1 shows that the current school practlce ls always less 

than the most deslrable condition. That 19 to say, that the real 

situatIon ln the school ls not in the same level as the wishlng and 

deslrlng. When we compare Column A to Column B, C to D and E to F, 

the table Indicates that A. C and E are less than B. D and F. which 

is the most deslrable condition. The respondents act ln the school 

in a lawer degree than what they declare It should be. But even then 

It Is high in bath cases. which Indlcates that Israel (Palestine) has 

a strong influence on the curriculum of the schools. In this case, the 

Conservative schools in the United States loowad taward Palestine before 

the establishment of Israel. 

In the United States, the United Synagogue Ccam1ssion on Jew1sh 

Education issued the Objectives of the Jewish Congregational School. 

thIs was done in 1946 and the part dealing vith Palestine sud: 

The curriculum should give the children an 

gPreciation of the raIe of Eretz Israel 
ancjJ in the Pasti an understanding of the 

8 gnificance of Eretz Israel [lani} for COn­
temporary Jewish life and for the future of 
the Jew1.sh ,people; a desire ta help in the 
upbuilding and development of the Jew1sh 
cCJlll1llUJl1ty in Eretz Israel o..ancÙ and 
inspiration to nobler persona! living which 
comea f~rom an Appreciation of the heroically 
creative pioneering achievements of the 
Yishuv (aettlement] • In the upper grades 
there should be organized classroom instru­
ction in this subject. But on all levels 
Pale.stine's role in Jew1sh lHe should be 
atresaed througb manifold opportunities 
offered by auch extra curricular activities 
such as hol1day celebrations t songs t the K.eren 
AJII1 project [fund ra1stniJ and current events 
di.scusaions. 36 

36Ibid• Appendix B. p. 187 
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PART II 

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE THAT WAS WITTEN AFTER 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

o 

When a curriculum ia being planned. many questions are asked 

in the Jew1sh communities in the United States and Canada. Judah Pilch 

aummarized them as follawa: 

Haw can today's Jewish cbildren and youth 
be inducted in ta progressively more complete 
participation in the common life of the all 
Jew1sh fellawship at a time when a larger 
community offers so many challenges and 
opportunities. 

What shall be selected fram the vast 
literature of the Jew1sh people that 
obviously cannat be taught durlng four 
to ten years of study. 

What attitudes, understancling and knawledge. 
loyalties and stilla should a Jew possess 
and haw can these bes t be transmi t ted and 
deve10ped in the ~imi ted number of years 
of chlldhood study.37 

A readtng of the literature dealing vith Jew1sh education of 

the Conservative and modern religlous groups shows that basically the 

goals of the Jewlsh education are very ..s1m1lar. 'nlerefore. the answers 

to those questions are basically the S8IIIe. The differences are ma1.nly 

about the matertals wh1.ch should be used in arder to reach the goals. 

37 Judah PUch, The Natloual Curriculum Besearch Instltute, 
Jew1sh Education, (37:4 152-165), p. 153 

-26-
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Research done by the National Curriculum Research Institute 

(N.C.R.I.) in 1966 in the United States. shows that the goals of most 

of the Jewish schools are: 

Transmission of cultural heritage. with the 
experiences of the Jewish pasto 

Te meet the aurvival needs of the modern 
Jews. 

Te help the Jewish child to understand 
the Jewiah Ideals on which the State of 
Israel ia based and to work out practical 
ways of assisting its people in their 
efforts to build ~e Jewish State in 
keeping with prophetie Ideals and democ­
ratic principals. 38 

Azriel Eisenberg gives a suggestion of what the curriculum 

should be in a Hebrew schoel: 

It consists of the follawing subject 
areas: Hebrew language and literature, 
Torah. selections from Rabbinic lit­
erature, Jew1sh social studies, including 
Jew1sh h~story. contemporary Jew1sh life 
and problems , the American Jew1sh 
coumuni ty. Canadian J esrlsh c01llllU11i t:y 
(italics m1ne~, Israel and the Jewish 
way of life. 3 

Alvin Irwin Schiff classifies the aima and objectives of 

the Jew1sh day scbools inte three categories: 

38 Ibid, p. 154-55 

39 Azriel Eisenberg, The Bebrew H1.gh Schoel, Issues. Problems 
and Oppertunities, Jevi.sh Education. 37: (58-68. 1967). p. 64 

;" 
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, 
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Preparation for l(·\:ish livlng. 
Personality bull, lng. 
Preparation for Ancrlcan and ~O 
Canadian living. (itallcs mine). 

The explanatlon ~lven by Alvin Schiff in every one of the 

above three categorles indicates the task of Israel in the currlculum 

To develop in Jewish children feelings 
of kinship and resronsbility for the 
State of Israel. 4 

He aIs a investlgated the curriculum of aIl the clay schools 

in New York and found that: 

AlI the Jcwish schools regardless 
of their philosophy teachinR the 
follow1n~ ... Hebrew language ... and 
Israel. 4 

William B. Go1dfarb emphasizes strongly that the main goal of 

the Jewish education 1s: 

To produce a Jew who identifies him­
self with Jews, Judaism and Je\v1shness 
both in time and in space •.• The subject 
of Israel must be a part of the curri­
culum of every Jew!sh schoel and not 
merely in a fund ra1s1ng or slogan 
manager1ng framework. Its hrstory. 
its way of life. its problems and 

40Alvin Irwin Schlff. The J~Jish Day School in America, (New 
York: Jewish Edutation Committee Press, 1966), p. 106 

41Ibid • p. 107 

42Ibid , p. 108 
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Its future. to the ~)tent that thev 
can ~e communicatcJ ;n the classroom 
~ith the most modern of audio visual 
and other methods of course, be an 
important ~ubject in every Je,,:ish 
school. 43 

According to Professor Alexander Dushlln, aIl the Jewlsh 

education should be surrounded hy the State of Israel. 

Belonging to the Jewish people 
requlres teaching the individual 
the seT'se of expandlng Je'o1ish 
societles, from farnily to s)~a~ogue 
or culture groups, to local communitv 
to 'Jor1d communi ty of Jet.Tlsh people. 
of today, yesterday and tomorrO\,J. "'lth 
Israel as its perennial homeland and 
centre. 44 

Important decisions \V€re tnade in Jerusalem in August 1962, 

,,'hen a \,10rld ronf erence on Jewish educat ion took place and the 

fo110\.'1ng points were accepted by the membcrs of the 1,.Torksh0p on d2Y 

schools: 

43 

The 'Workshop Is of the opini0n that a 
complete Je~~sh education must be hased 
on the fo110wing: A study of the sources 
of Judaism: a knowledge of the State of 
Israel and it5 uphui1ding. 45 

\\li11iam B. Go1dfarb, The Goals of Jewish Education - A La,.,lllan 1 s 
Point of View, Jewish Education 34:230-237 (Surnmer, 1964), p. 233 

44 
Alexander M. Dushkin, The Pattern of Community Thinking in Jewish 

Education. Jewish Education 35: 136-147, (Spring, 1965), p. 140 

45A1vin Irwin Schiff, The Jewish Day School i~America,(Ne~ York: 
Jewish Educatl0n Committee Press, 1966) Appendix 2, p. 255 
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The largest Jewish organization in the world, the Labour 

Zionist Organization (L.Z.O.A.) stated that the following goals 

in Jewish education are increasingly reflected in the curriculum 

and practices of the Je~sh schools: 

Hebrew language and literature ••• our 
further aim should be to encourage 
the inclusion of signlficant and 
representative modern Hebrew and 
Israel literature. The Havara 
Sephardit should be required since 
it is standard in Israel. 46 

Chaim Greenberg emphasizes the importance of the Hebrew 

language not as a tool, but more than that as: 

( 

A social cement, a bridge or social 
medium of contact between Jews in 
Israel and Jews abroad ••• a Jew who 
can name all the plants in Israel 
in Hebrew, or calI all the parts 

• of the tractor or some other 
comp1icated machine by the! r correc t 
designation(in new Hebrew coinages) 

\ 
possesses one qualification for use­
ful service in the State of Israel. 47 

\../ 
The statement indicates that Israel as a country t has a strong 

influence on the Hebrew language. The modern language should be part 

of the curqculum in order to give the child "one qualification for 

useful service in the State of Israel." 

46Ibid --' Appendi.x 6, p. 252 

47 
Chaim Greenberg, Juda1.sm and the Jew1.sh School, Selected 

Essays, Jew1.sh Cul t:ure and Education in the Diaspora, (New York: 
Block Publishing eo.pany, 1966), p. 133 
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The 1iterature after the Six-Day War, namely after 1967, 

shows that the demand for more inforaation about Israel is atronger 

than before the War. In 1969 Irwin Soref, who was the Director of the 

Bureau of Jewish Education in Los Angeles WTo~e: 

Any attempt to awaken Jewish consciousness 
in our young people on the basis of what 
~ must fail. What is needed are good 
modela of a vibrant and creative worthwhile 
Jewish life that exista now. It is high1y 
doubtful that the present day superficial 
middle class American Jewish society can 
provide the good modela. Israel on the one 
hand. shows the oneness of the Jewish 
people, the blending of the paet with the 
present, in the process of the regeneration 
of a people and a culture that accepts social 
experimentation and encourages new patterns 
of life. something which is central to the 
quest of many idealistic people. 48 

Soref sees that the Jewish education in the Diaspora must 

take the necessary steps to ensure the fulftllment of the task of 

every Jew-A1iyah going up, which "ought to be defined as permanent 

1 " 49 sett ement. According to him the schools have to make decisive 

moves in order to encourage and develop a positive approach to Aliyah. 

Mordechai Bar-On, who was Chief Education Officer of the 

Israel Defence Forces during the Six-Day War, addressed a group of 

American educators on July 16, 1967, a few weeks after the War had 

48 Irwin Soref, The Chal1enge of Israel, Jewisb Education, 34:4 
(48-49, 1969), p. 48 

49 
~, p. 49 

1 , 
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ended. ln his speech he made the following remarks: 

l believe we can go out to the Jewish 
youth in the Diaspora and, with heads 
held high, say to them· Arise and 
come up to this land. This 1s your 
duty. We have maintained and defended 
the State not only for our own sake'50 
but for the sake of aIl you there. 

In 1967 Abraham P. Garmes, the Present of the National 

Conference on Jewish Education, addressed the members of the 

annual conference and said the following . 

50 

The theme of the annual conference 
in Hav 1968, will be "The Place of 
Israel in American Jewish Education." 
No one can say that Israel is neglected 
in the curriculum. It is so interwoven 
in classic and traditional Judaism that 
1t caonot be avoided even if one should 
want to do so. The teaching of every 
subject can hardly be effective without 
reference to Israel--ancient and present 
--and its meaning ta Jewish 1ife through~ 
out the ages. The subject of Isr~ in 
the curriculum cannot or shoolè not any 
longer be left to chance and to the 
individua1 teacher who may bring in 
Israel whenever and wherever he can.It 
is time for Israel to become an area 
of study in its own right. 51 

Mordechai Bar-On, Th1s Was A Jewish War, Jew1sh Education, 
38:2, (51-53, March, 1968), p. 52 

51 
Abraham P. Garmes, FOCUB on Israel, Jew1sh Education, 38:2 

(54, Harch, 1968), p. 54 
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PART 11 l 

REVIEW Of TIiE LITERATURE OF THE JE'WISH 'CHABAn MOVEMENT 

The lpader of the Chabad Hovement, Rabbi Menachem M. Schnecrson, 

of Brooklyn, spnt a message to the Sons and Daughters of I~rael, namely, 

the Jews. He states his opinion about the State of Israel and addresses 

lt to aIl the Jews "e'l.'erywhere". He ralses a questlon in "hich he 

himself ans ..... ers. 

Should thlS nation stri'l.'e toward astate 
of life in whlch it can cnJoy the maxImum 
pffort or ~hould it prefer life of toil 
.lnd m.1.YlmUm .lchlcve!nent, a life of nuch 
actIon and mu~h accompll~hment7 52 

The Rabhi 11rlngs q,JOtations from the BIble and other rf'lip,IOUS 

S Cl ure ('5 5 a) 111 g t h.l t : 

-
"-

52 

Th e b 1 r th il Tl d \. h ole l i f e 0 f a p ers on 
15 constantly ?tten~ed by miracles. 
Even when it afpcars that c\('rythin~ 

15 proceeding ln the "natural course" . 
. .. This 1s why we thank God three 
t Ime5 a day in our dally prayers "for 
your miracles that are with us every 
day". 53 

Lester ~1. Finkelstein, Allan Lazaroff, Irving Moscovitch, 
Jack Saltzberg, David Shapell, Chabad Luvavitch Chassidism Today, 

(New York, 1972), p. 6 

53 
Ibid, p. 6 

\ 
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The entire life of a rcrson from birth 
and on, as also the ~ntire history of 
our Jewish Nation, it thrives on 
continuous miracles (though these are 
not clearly seen) whieh will eulminate 
in the middle of the true Geullah 
credemptio~ of the indivldual as weIl 

as aIl the people of. Israel. 

The true and complete redemption ls 
through our rlghteous Messlah, the 
fulfillment of the prophetie promise: 
As in the days of your liberation 
from the land of Egypt, l viII show 
:-,ou \-londers. 54 

From thlS message ~e learn that Israel as a State of the Je~s 

could not be recognized by this Hovement sinee the Hessiah has not yet 

corne. Therefore, the people belonging ta this Movement prefer to sta\' 

ln other countrles and not to mention the State of Israel as the State 

of th.~l r movCII;cnl. 

The Movcrnent has a centre for education called Herkos L'Inn}onei 

C:llnuch, in Ne~ York. The aim of the centre has been to proDote Je\-.'lsh 

religious education among the younger generation regardless of background 

in the true spirit of authentie "Torah true" Judaism. In arder ta accomplish 

this task, the centre set out to improve the new institutions, to establish 

contact vith Jevish youth of aIl background ta provlde a multl1ingual 

library of text books and educational literature for schooI and homp, to 

stlmulate active Interest in Jewlsh education} on its va~ious levcls .:md 

55 
to promote rel1g1ous observance as a daily experience. 

55 Ib1d • p. 20 
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The aima of the Centre do not include Israel or give any hint about 

Israel. 

An article written by Yitzchak Albussi about the "love of 

Israel" in Chassidism emphasizes that Israel means every man of Israel 

56 
and not the State of Israel. 

56 
Yitzchak Albussi. Love of Israel in Chassidism. Jewish 

Heritage.(Spr~ng. 1969). p. 37 

~ , 
~ 
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PART l' 

() 
.... SlTNNARY OF Tlle REVII:I~ OF Tlle LITERATURf 

The revicw of the Ilterature indIcates that Israel plays ~r 

important role in the curriculum of the Con<;crvJtjve <;chool .. , non-

observant and the modern observant ones, but ha" no part in the 

orthodox ohservant schools. 

The Ilteraturp of the first and secC1nd pilrts dpmonstLltcs in 

dl fferent \,'ays thilt the Je\Jlsh education \Ji thout I<;rilel 15 ;;! hodv \,'1 thout 

a soul. It is lnteresting ta note that no matter what kInd of educatIon 

you give to the Je\Jish Chlld, excluding the verY observant one, I!"rael 

must be a part of h1S education. The only dlfferences are to ~hat extefit 

Israel should influence the Jewish educatIon. 

o 
On the other hand, the ver\ oh<;ervant school ooes not scp anv 

necesslty to Includc Israel ln lts currlculuPl. "0fpover, IC;Ll.,1 ae; . t 

15 toda\' (as a non-relig10us country), di5turr.s ,the ohscrvant Pouc:1t,'rc; 

",'hen they see hm-.' the Ho1v Land 15 1mpaired DY thr pfec;ent government. 

~ 
T~ere IS no local 1Jterature concern1ng the same tOPle ahout 

Montreal anè her Je""1sr, scllo015. Hopever, froll' the readlng of the litcrature 

and froI:l knowin.g the loc.:l1 sv<;tel" of the Je",jsh 5choo15; froT'":l prilosophica1 

and educatlonal pOlnt of VICW, II ie; therefore ae;5umed that the Jc\,11s11 schools 

ln the United States are s1~ilar to those schools that exist ir ~ontrpal. 

- 36 -
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l ' 

METBOOOLOG'i AND PROCEDURES 

Design 

The methodology of this stud, will relate to documents in order 

to determine two major things: 

1. The goals of· each of the schools during the 

last 25 years. 

2. The role of Israel in· the Hebrew curriculum of 

each of the two schools du ring the period 

men tioned above. 

The following documents will be examined: 

1. Text books of each one of the schools. 

2. Final examinatlons in each of the subjects and 

:in each of the grades. 

3. Reports of ourt1ngs whlch took place wlth the 

s taf f members and w:i th the board members dealing 

with the Hebrew curriculum. 

4. Speeches of educators and laymen about the 

goals and curriculum 0 f these two s chools 

which were given or published later or any 

other occasion snch as teachers' conventions, 

parents' meetings, etc. 

5. Pamphlets and other newspapers dealing vith 

the curriculmn and goals of the Bebrew 

-37-
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studies ~ll be taken from the library and 

the Archives of each school. 

In addition, a 11.aison will be made wi.th Israeli agencies who 

deal with the Jewi.sh education in t.he Diaspora, the Education and 

Culture Department of t.he S tate of Israel, the Jewish Agency and the 

Hebrew University. 

Interviews will be conducted with people who vere responsible 

for the curriculum during the las t 25 years. The people ~ll /be 

princ1.pals of these schooIs, teachers, laymen, and alumni of these 

schooIs whom it will be possible to reach. 

J 
F1.nally, a questionnaire will be util1.zed in order to obtain 

1.nfo\-mation especially fran the teachers who vere associated with the 

Jewish education in Montreal durlng these years. 

The questionna1.re will be based on three areas: 

1. The goals of each of the schools. 

2. The changes made 1.n the curriculum as 

a result of the State of Israel. 

3. The attitude of the staff and students 

toward these changes~ if these changes 

approach the school' s goals. 

Data Collection 

The data will be collected from documents, questlonnai.res, text 

books, arti.cles, arch1.ve mat.eri.aIs and vil! be analyzed according to 

the aime of t.he t.opie of t.h1.s study. 
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CHAPTER IV 
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\ 

JEWISH PEOPLES SCHOOLS AND PERETZ SœOOLS 

- - - 'I! 

Some His torical Highligb tg 

. The school that used to be called the Yiddish Folk Shu1e (J ewish 

People's School) vas founded in the summer of 1914 Dy Dr. Yehudah 

Kaufman, who vas the spiritual leader of Poalie Zion (Workers of Zion). 

The scbool operated the first su years in rented bouses and 

the first school bouse vas bought in 1920 on St. Urbain Street. The 

house served as the central school up to 1941. 

In 1924 another school bouse was bought on Fai.rmount Street, 

corner Waverly and a new brancb vas opened. These two schools vere 

operated as even1ng schools up until 1926, wheIl a kindergarten vas 

opened as a preparation for tbe Day School which vas opened ln 1927. 

On June 8th, 1941, a new modern schoo1 building vas erected at 

the corner of Fairmount and Waver1y. In seven years the number of 

pupils in the Day Schoo1 rose from a little over 100 to 400. Vith the 

opening of the Day School, Jewi.sh People 's Schools vas the first 

educational institute in the city of Montreal ta try out the experiment 

of a parochial school vith a combined course of Jewish and English 

studies. 

'l11e staff of Engl1ah teachers vere all certified and a11 vere 

-39-
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o graduates of teachers' t.raining schooIs and un1.versities in Europe or 

Canada. 

In 1952 there was a need to build a new and bigger school. The 

new school was dedicated on October Ist, 1954, and it i8 located on 

Van Rome Avenue and the corner of Westbury. 

In 1970. Jewisb People's School was joined to another Jewisb 

school, the Jew1.sb Peretz Scbool. Since then, the two BchooIs have been 

named Jewisb People' s and Peretz Schools. There iB one principal for the 

amalgamation, and a branch i8 10cated in Cote St. Luc. 

In 1975, about. 1,000 pupils are reg1stered in Jewisb People's 

and Peretz Schools. 

/' 
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First Period 

f.é e,:;:, 

THE PHILOSOPHY AND THE GOALS OF THE JEWISH 

PEOPLE'S SCHOOLS PRIOR TO THE ESTABLISHMENT 

OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL UNTIL 1948 

As ind1cated in Cbapter III. the methodo1ogy of this s tudy will 

relate to documents in order to.determine two major things: 

1. Phllosophy and goals of each school. 

2. The ro1e of Israel in the Hebrew curriculum 

of each school. 

Phi1osophy and Goals of J. P . P. S • 

Whi1e reading the printed documents of the J .P.P .S ., it waa 

found that the educational philosophy of the school, fram the beginning 

in 1914 tmtll 1948 vas basical1y the same. This phi1osophy can be 

summarized in one sentence: "To he1p the JéÎrlsh child to develop the 

Jew1sh culture on this continent ... 57 

Here and there one can read some sentences regardlng the 

philosophy of the schoo1 towards Palestine (Israel after 1948). 

As mentloned before, the scboo1 vas established by the Movement 

of Poalie Zl~, whose original aim vas to 1mmi.grate ta Palestine and 

575 • Wiseman, The Jewish Peoples School Jubl1.ee Book, 
(June, 1948). p.3. 

-41-
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be the Workers of Zion (Israel). 

Those who came to Canada found that it vas much easier ta live 

here than 10 the Palestine of the 1920's and 1930's. Tberefore, they 

stayed in Canada, but had to change their main aim (from the Workers of 
/1 

Zion) by develop1ng a new ph1.1osophy which gave them the possibility to 

1 stay in Canada and still be called Poalie Zion. 

In 1934, in a pamphlet that was di&tributed ta the parents of 

the school, the following sentence regarding the philosophy of the school. 

was wdtten: "Palestine and Zionist Movement are given much aympathy ... 58 

In the SaJDe pamphlet other aspects of the school were wr1tten. 

such as philo8ophy of the schoo1 concerning the re1ig1.on, Hebrew 

language, Yiddish language, His tory, but noth1ng e!se vas said ab ou t 

Palestine. 

ln 1938, a pamphlet called "Announcement of the New School Year 

1938 - 1939" vas distributed to the parents. Nothing vas mentloned about 

Palestine: 

, 
"The program of Jew1.sh studies of the Jewi.sh 
People' s Schools 1s weIl k.nown all over the 
continent for its efficiency and broadness of 
out1ook and consista of the study of the 
Ytd4ish and Hebreu languages, literature, 
Bible, bistory, Jew1sb music, Jewish 
folklore and ways in the modern progressive 
Jesrlsh spirit."59 

58rbe Eng]1s~-Je&1sh Coab1ned Course at the Jew1sh Peoplels 
School, (Montreal, 1934). p.3. 

59undergarteo and Eugl.1sh-Jew18b Day Scbool of Jev1sh 
People' s Schoo1: Amlounc.eaent of 11ew schoo1 year 1938-1939, 
(Montreal, 1938). p.2. 

1 
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In the carl" 1 Q 30's, l'Ir. ~ \hseman, th(' Princlpal of thC' School 

for more than fort y years, wrote: 

"After about a year and a hal f thcre seemed tn 
have grrn.WT1 quite a dissatisfdctlon amon~ tht:; 
Poalie Zlon group ... They were s)Tffipathetlc ta the 
pioneer Zionist work that ~as belng done in 
Israel by the young people who \·-ere at tha t turf' 
putting up the first kibbutzim and they wished 
the new school to incorporate that spirit as 
an integral part of the new education

6 
together 

with the progressive soci<ll ideals. "fi 

It is c1ear cnou!;h to rcalize that the dlssatisfactic>n \,as :J 

result 01 failing "to incorporate that. spirIt ln the oew schooJ.'· 

As the school approaches t~Jards 1948 (the year that the State 

of Israel was established), its philosophy and goals have st~rt('d to 

change, eSRecially tmvards Israel. 

In June 1948, d month after Israel becarr.e an Inèppcncknt country, 

in a pamphlet called "Jubilee Book", one CaTI reélè t.he folloy1 lng: 

"'.Je were arnong the first in this Dominion to 
treat ~odern Hebrew as a living language bounè 
inextricab1y of course with historic and 
religious culture, but retaining great 
significance in modern J~·lish hfe in the 
Diaspora and in Pales tine. ,,61 

Another paragraph dealt wlth the socIal Ide21s of the pi~recrF in 

Palestine which was rcali7.:ed by the school. These social idl'3ls h.ld 

becom(' the centra] therne of Jewish education togetr.cr \-'Î th tbe Jevi sh 

life on thjs continent. 

60S . Wiseman, Modern Jewish Schools, (Montreal) . p.2. 

6lS. Wiseman, The Jewish PeoEle 's School Jubilee Book, 
(Ju\1e 1948). p. 3. 



o 

,~ 
mE PHrtssoPHY AND 'mE GOALS OF mE SCHOOL 

AFrER THE ESTABLISBMENl' OF 'l.'HE STATE OF ISRAEL 

Second Period 1949-1956 

One of the outstanding factors of the phi1osophy and the 

curriculu:tn of the school bas a1vays been a recognition of the importance 

of both languages, Yidduh and Bebrew. Therefore, they vere taugbt in 

aIl classes from kindergarten upwards. 

From an interview that vas conducted vi th Mr. S. Dunsky, * 

it vas found that after the establishment of the State of Israel, there 

vere two important changes. 

The first change vas the enunciation of the Hebrew language frem ... 

- ~ 
Askhenazi to Sephardic. This needs some explanation. 

The Bebrew language vas pronounced in Europe, especially in the 

central and Eastern parts of Europe, in the Ashkenazi enunciat1on. 

Since IIIOst of the Jadsh immigrants ta Canada unt1l 1948 vere Jews from 

Europe, they continued ta speak Bebrew vith the Ashkenazi enunc1ation. 

On the other hand, Jew1sh immigrants from Asia. South America, North 

Africa, Spain, Portugal and Bolland speak Hebrew in its original 

" 
enunciat ion , which is cal1ed Sephardic Hebrew. 

With the establishment of the State of Israel, the Government 

*MT. S. Dunsky vas the Vice Principal O'f J.P.P.S. for more than 25 
years and retired in 1910. 

-44-
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decided tbat Sephardic enunciation would be the official enunciation of 
! 

the Hebrew language in the State of Israel. 

As a result of this decision, the Ashk.enazi emmciation that 

used to be spok.en in the school vas changed to the Sephardic entmciation. 

The second importan t change vas the adding ,!f baH an hour to the 

Hebrew language every day. Now Hebrew and its literature vere taught 

one and a hall hours each day and the Yiddish language one ho ur . 

Before 1948, the Hebrew vas taught one hour daily and the Yiddish one 

and a haH daily. 

Unti1 the establishment of the State of Israel, the Hebrev 

language vas taught, basically, for religious purposes, for prayer in 

the synagogue, to read the Torah (the Five Books of Moses) and to prepare 

boys for thei r Bar Hi tzvah celebration. 

However, sin-ee 1948. the Hebrew language vas given another 

dimension, as it vas written in a document that vas presented to the 

parents in 1952. 

''Vith the national and cultural relat1œship 
operating between the various Jewish 
commun1t1es the world over and Israel, it 
is beçoming increasingly more important that 
the Jewish youth should have a practical 
speak1ng knowledge of the Hebrew language. 
The method of teaching Hebrew in the Jewish 
People' s Scheel is such as to make this 
possible. ,,62 

62s. Wiseman, A Few H1.storica1 and Statistical Facts about the 
J~h Peop1e's Schoo1, Information on the Jewish People's Schoole, 
(Montreal 1952). p.6. 
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In the srume document one can read the attitude of the school 

tO\o1ards Israel: 

ln 

"The Jewish People'e Schools are outspokenlv 
Zionist schools. By thie we mean that the 
schools consider it IDOst essential that the 
children ehould ~ow up with a feeling that 
Israel is the cuLKural and national heritage 
of aIl Jewieh people and the world over . 
The children ehould grow up with a feeling 
of intimate relationship towdrde Israel, an 
interest in its well-being and a pride in 
ite achievement. Canadian Jewieh youth, 
while feeling at home~and integrated in 
Canadian life, while being desirous to 
participate to the full as Canadian Jewe 
in the Canadian ecene, should have an 
abiding interest and sense of participation 
in Israel as a cultural centr, for the 
Jewish people, as the home of aIl the 
spiritually and physically homeless Jewe 
the world over . .. b3 

1954 the new building of the Jewish People's School was 

de.dicated. ln the "Text of Dedication Scroll", one can read the 

philosophy and the goals of the school, and its approach towards Israel. 
fi) 

'~o foster the ideal of Jew1sh nat10nal 
sovereignty in lsraoel and of healthy 
Jewish cultural commun1t1es in the lands 
of our dispersion. Thousands of Jew1sh 
chlldren hav~ been trained in our schoole 
to become virtuous and devoted cit1zens 
of free Canada, to loyal effort for the 
reconstruction of Israel, culm1nsting in 
the historie climax of the establishment 
of the State of Israel 1n 5708 (1948). 
We tremble for the stab111ty of Israel ... 64 

63I b1d., p.7. 

64rext of Dedieation Seroll, (Montreal 1954). p.l. 
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Third and Fourth Periods 1957-1973 

In a document which was written 1n the late 1950's, and was 

presented by ~r. s. Dunsky, the Vice Principal of the Jewish People's 

Schools, to the parents, he emphasizes the philosophy of the schoo1 and 

its attitude towards Israel. 

"The new Israel is placed before him (the 
student), as a highest expression of the 
Jewish creative spirit as the beginnlng 
of the fulf1l1ment of the yearnlngs for 
redemptlon and liberation of m1llenia, 
as the promise of the fulfillment of the 
prophetic visions of a Jewry liberating 
Hself and aIl humanity. In this cootext 
the pupil learns of the Jewish workers 
in Israel of the achievements they have 
scored through thelr own organizat1oos, 
such as the Hlstadrut, which ls dedicated 
ta setting up a new democrat1c society. 
The emot1onal experience and the commonalty 
of fate wlth aIl that happens ln Israel ls 
sought out. 

Our schools are convinced that today no 
chlld can be fully 1ntegrated into Jew1sh 
life unlees he has access to the values 
expressed in both languages, Hebrew, the 
J.angUage 1n wh1ch the soul of the Jewish 
nations Db developed from the earlies t 
t1mes, to the ~ery present day when 1t 
bas become the language of rejuvenated 
Israel, and Yiddish. 

Were Bebrew ta be menaced we would lose 
the cont1nulty of h1story ••• and the 
bone vith lsrael of today and 
tomorrow ... 65 • 

65g • Dunsky, The Vanguard of Kax1ma.l1sm in Jew1sh Educat10DJ 

CHantres!). p.3. 

• 

-:: , 
;,j 

. 
-1 
1 
" 

1 

, , 



. 
~ , ,. 

r 
~. 

• 
~ , 
i' 

~ 

o 

~ 

-

-48-

On May 26th, 1969, another document vas approved at the AnnuaI 

Meet ing of the Schools. l t vas named "Aims and Purposes of the 

Jewish People' s Schools Associat ion. " 

"To inspire the pupi ls vi th the ideal 
of the upbuilding and development of 
the State of Israel and ta develop in 
them a sense of close affinity towards 
the historical and spiritual homeland 
of the Jewish people."66 

In the following chapter, it will be shown how those aims and 

philo8ophy were utilized. 

6~oard of Educat ion, A1JDs and Purpo.es of the Jewiah Peop I.e • s 
Schoo1e Association, (Montreal 1969). p.lJ. 
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mE BEBREW CURRICULUM IN JEWISH PEOPLE' S AND 

PERETZ SCBOOLS PRIOR TO THE ESTABLISHMENT 

OF TIiE STATE OF ISRAEL UNTIL 1948 

First Period Doti1 1948 

From the reBearch that was done, ft was f01.md that the Bubjects 

that were taught in the schoo1 did Dot change and are the Bame sinee 

the beginn1ng of the schoo1. In 1934 a document was Bent to the parents 

for enrollment. In this document the Bubjects that were taught 10 the 

school are liBted below: 

naebrew -- language, read1ng, wrlt1ng and 
speaking, grammar, composition, Bible. 
Yiddish - language, reading, wr1tfng and 
speak.1ng, grammar, composition and 
literature. Bistory - stories of Jewish 
history in the primary grades. History­
trom the early beginnings ta our present 
daye - in the higher grades starting with 
the third (h1story was taught in Yiddish) • 
Jew1sh music - discussion of current 
events, affecting Jewish life a11 over 
the world with special attention to the 
new Jew1sh life in Palestine and alao 
affecting the efforts of the progressive 
and enlightened elements of the world 
towards more fgir and just social 
relationships. 7 

The S8Dle curriculum ex1.s ts today. 

67S. Wiseman, A lev Important Facts About The JE!IIish People' 8 

Schools, (Montreal, 1934). p.2. 
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To this curriculum we have to add the special attention that was 

given to the Jewish holidays, the rellgious ones as weIl as the national 

ones. 

Part of the curriculum was devoted to collecting money for 

Israel. J.P.P.S. participates year after year in collecting the 

contributions from the students and sends them to the Comhined Jewish 

Appeal. 

In a document of the teachers' meeting, dated November 5th, 1948, 

a fev months before the Declaration of the State of Israel, Mr. Wiseman 

said to his teachers: 

"We will have a money box 10 each classroom, 
which the chlldren will be required to fill. 
Teachers are asked to speak ta the children 
about this on Monday and Tuesday. Collection 
will be taken up on Wednesday and Thursday. 
Teachers are free to conduct this program 
as they please. If the teachers pre fer to 
have their classes contribute as a whole 
group, they are free to do so. Such 
donations will be l1steJd on a chart near 
the office. "68 

On May 15 th , 1948 the State of Israel was established. From 

that date, we are entering ioto the second period, which is 1948-1956. 

6&rea.chers· Meeting, COIDbined Jerisb App!!f1, (Montreal, 1948). 
p.l. 
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mE ROLE OF ISRAEL IN THE HEBREW CURRICULUM 

AFïER TIlE ESTABLISHMENT OF mE STATE OF ISRAEL 

Secood Period 1948-1956 

The Jewish curriculum was always one half of aIl the day school. 

The child learned half of the day Jewish subjects and half of the day 

English and French subjects. The Jewish studies were taught in two 

languages, Hebrew and Yiddish. As mentioned in the previoUB chapter, 

the Yiddish language was taught, until 1948, in a greater part than 

the Hebrew language. 

After the establishment of the State of Israel, the Hebrew 

language and 1iterature took a greater part than Yiddish. Ontil the 

middle of the 1960's the Yiddish language waa taught from kindergarten, 

but in the middle of the 1960' s, the Yiddish language waa taught only 

from grade three. This change gave the younger children (in grades 

one and two) more time for Rebrew. This change appears to occur as a 

reault of the State of Israel, since Yiddish is not the official 

Bpoken language and is not taught in any of the Israel1 schoole. 

Therefore, the Yiddish language does not appear to have the same 

importance as it had before the establishment of the State of Israel. 

After the estabUsbment of the Sute of Israel, the hol.1days in 

the school vere ce1ebrated 1n the same spirit as 1n Israel. This 18 

• another impact that the State of Israel has had on the Jewisq curriculum 

of the 8chocl. The reasOll for that change der1ves from tvo sources: 

-51-
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The will ingness of the local Jewish communi ty 

ta see Israel as a spiritual and cultural centre 

of the Jewish education, as was indicated in 

the previaus chapter. 

Most af the Hebrew teachers af taday are from 

Israel who carry the Israeli culture and 

bring it ta the holiday celebrations. 

One of the most important national holidays is the Independence 

Day of the State of Israel, which was announced by the Israeli 

Gove~nment as a national holiday. On this day, the schools are closed 

at DOon and in the morning there are different kinds of celebrations, 

but there are no regular studies. 

From some documents that deal with this special day, one can 

learn the special atmosphere and of course the affect af this day on the 

Jewish curriculum as weIl as the English curriculum. 

Needless ta say, the Independenee Day is celebrated every year, 

and bas been sinee 1948. At the first celebration in 1948, it was very 

spontaneoUB. From the interviews with the teachers that taught at that 

time, i t was learned that there was no plan for the first celebration, 

but i t was, as one of the teachers expressed it: "A real enjoyment 

and happiness, we danced and sang for several days." 

In 1949. the second year of the State of Israel, the celebration 

of the Independence Day was organized and a special progrsm 88sembled 

10 the school. The program consisted of songs and declarations in 

Hebreu and in Yiddish ~ich expressed the enjoyment and happiness of the 

students and the staff on that particular day. 
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Special attention was given to the lOth, 20th, and 25th Israeli 

Independence Days. The most important changes in those celebrations as 

compared to the first and second ones are the usage of the new songs and 

dances that were a direct product of the new country - Israel. In other 

words, those celebrations were conducted in the Israeli culture and not 

in the Jewish culture of the Diaspora. 

Besides the celebrations that the school8 organized for their 

students, the Canadian Zionist Federation (C.Z.F.) and the Canadian 

Jewish Congress (C.J.C.) organized a wide celebration for aIl of the 

Jewish schools in Montreal. The JewiBh People's and Peretz Schools 

al80 participated in that celebration. 69 

At the same time of the celebration for aIl the JewiBh schools 

in Montreal (April 2rth. 1958), a special program for grades one, two 

and three took place in the schoole, eince theee grades did not 

participate in the general celebration. 70 

On the 20th Anniversary of the State of Israel (1968), another 

large celebration was organized by the C.Z.F. and C.J.C., in which 
• 

Mr. Bach, a teacher in the J.P.P.S., was appoint.ed to be the 

repreeentative of the school on the planning commlttee. Another 

celebration was held on Friday, May 2nd, 1968 and with a general 

celebration on Sunday, May 5th, 1968. 71 

(' 

69S • Wiseman, Letter to the Parents, (April, 1958). p.l. 

70s. Wiseman, Note for the Teachers, (April, 1958). p.l. 
< 

7~eachers t Meeting, tarael Independence Day, (Montreal, 1968). p. 3. 
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Besides the contribution for the trees, there are other appealB 

for Israel. Until 1948, the appeals contributed ta the Combined Jewish 

Appeal, but after the establishment of Israel the Dame was changed ta: 

United Israel Appeal. 

On January l4th, 1949, in a teachers' meeting, the Principal, 

MT. Wiseman, said the follawing about the United Israel Appeal: 

"The Schedule of 'Propaganda' is as follows: 

a) talks by the teachers ta the pupils 
on the subjects. 

b) distribute leaflets for the chiLdren 
ta take home. 

c) classes may make sales ta raise 
more money. 1172 

In the school year of 1948 ta 1949, the children of the upper 

grades founded a club which was called the Chaim Wei tzman Club. after 

the name of the first President of Israel. The club was conducted in 

Hebrew only and at the end of the school year the children summarized 

the activities of the club in a special book that was written in Hebrew. 

One of the children expressed the aima and the purposes of the club in 

a composit ion: 

"Why l Like the Hebrew Language 

When l will be older l hope to 1mmigrate 
to Israel; that 1s my dream. In Israel 
people speak Hebrew ••• so when 1 live in 
Israel, 1 won't be ashamed in front of 
my friends who live 1n Israel. ,,73 

(Translated from the Hebrew) 

72-reachers' Meeting, United Israel Appea!, (Montreal, 1949). p ,1. 

73p. Cohen, We1tzman Club, Why I Lib the Hebrew Language, 
(Montreal, 1949). p.14. 
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The club WaB conducted du ring the Hebrew s tudies and was in it iated 

by the Hebrew teacher, MIs. Goldberg. If someone spoke another language, 

other than Hebrew at the meetings, he had to pay a penalty which ~as 

donated ta the J.N.F., but no one really spoke any other language than 

Hebrew. 74 

Third Period 1957-1965 

Until 1957, Israel as astate, from a geo gr aphi ca 1 and poUtical 

point of view, WaB not offic1ally included 10 the Hebrew or Yiddish 

curriculum. Here and there current events that occurred in Israel 

were discussed in the class, especially in the upper grades. The text 

books were still those which were pr1nted in the United States and 

Canada. There was no secret that Israel played an important role in 

the unwritten curriculum, which meant that every teacher, regardless 

of his attitude towards Israel, brought Israel to his class in one W\y 

or another. 

A great change occurred after the Sinai War 10 1956. A few 

months afterwards on January 17th, 1957, the President of the Home and 

School of the two schools called a meeting to discuss the following: 

"A very interesting symposium on the subject: Israel and Canada in 

our Curriculum."75 

74p. Cohen, Weitzman Club, Why 1 Lib the Rebrew Language, 
(Montreal, 1949). p.4. 

7~. Stein, Letter ta the Parents, (January, 1957). p.l. 
~:> 
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AB a result of this meeting, the Israeli Consul was invited to 

the school, in order to strengthen the liaison between Israel and the 

children of the schools. On March 8th, 1957, the Israel! Consul, 

Mr. Yehuda Golan, wrote a letter to the Principal in which he expressed 

his impressions from the visit: 

"The visit was pleasan t and encouraging. 
l was especial1y happy to notice the high 
1evel that the students showed in their 
know1edge about the current po1itica1 
problems be~een Israel and her neighbours. 
There is no doubt that Israel lives ie 
their hearts and certainly it 1s because 
the schoo1 creates such an atmosphere. 
And this atmosphere and know1edge are 
yours and of your teachers."76 

(Translated from the Hebrew) 

On April 13th, 1958, the schools invited the parents to the 

Schoo1 Exhibition which had not been held since 1941. 

"The exhibition comprises many proj ect8 
related to the school curriculum, studies 
on Canada and the State of Israel." 77 

From an interview with Mr. Hus id , who was a teacher at that time, 

and 1s still téaching in the school, he indicated that on the exhibition 

day the children displayed the life of the people in Israel, especially 

in the kibbutzim, geography of Israel, transportation in Israel and 

the main cities of Israel. 

76yehuda Golan, lsrael1 Consul, Letter to Mr. Wiseman, 
(Montreal, 1957). p.l. 

77S • Wiseman, Jtvi.-h People' 8 Schools Exhibition, (Montreal, 1958J 
p.l. 
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The J. P.5. was opened for new things that could increase the abi1 ity 

of the students to be closer to Israel. Proof of that attitude can be 

found in a document dated March 3rd, 1958. This deals with a 

composition contest which was sponsored by the Barton's Chocolate 

Firm of Brooklyn, New York. The composition had to be written on one 

of four subjects of which the first one was: "Israel looks to the next 

ten.. years". Three prizes were offered to the first three wioners and 

the first two prizes were: a round-trip ticket to Israel for two, 

and the second a $100.00 Israe1i bond. 

The administration of the school sent a notice to the teachers, 

with aIl the information about the composition saying: 

"P1ease encourage the children to 
partic1pate in th18 contest. This 
contest 18 on a vo1untary basis .,,78 

In April 1959, a special contact was created between the school 

and the famous author of Israel, Aaron Meged, who haB written many 

books on poetry and plays. One of his p1aye, Hannah Senesh, was put 

• on by the drama club of the echool. Mr. Meged wrote his apprec1ation 

and his thanb to the school Principal, Mr. Wiseman, for acting out the 

play in the school. 79 

From the interviEWS with Kr. Rusid and Mr. D\.UlBky, ft was leamed 

that teachers who visited Israel were asked by the school administration 

78g. Dl.UlBky, To The Teachers of Grades 5 and up - Day S choa l 
and Evening School, (Montreal, 1958). p.l. 

79Aaron Meged, A Letter to Kr. Wiseman, (Israel, 1959). p.l. 
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to look for teaching aids and other mate rial that could be used in the 

schoo1. Israel started to be the main source for teaching ai<fu, text 

bookB, films, etc. 

In Oetober 1959, the school administration distributed among t~e 

teaching staff a 1ist of films which had arrived from Israel. Some of 

them dealt with the holidays and the Jevish history, but the main theme 

was Israel, her geography and her culture. Se 

In a teachers' meeting on October 4th, 1961, the principal 

asked the teacJ1ers to encourage the children to write lettera to 

children in Israel. It was mentioned at that meeting that such 

correspondence was already made but not extensively. The purpose was 

to extend the correspondence from ~hat year onward. 8l 

From the interviewa it was learned that the lettera were written 

during Hebrew tessons, and the teachers corrected the letters and asked 

the students to copy them again. A few of the teachere ueed to devote 

a few hours every two or three montbs in order to write the letters 

and eend them to Israel. 

Another cultural effect on the Rebrew curriculum cao be fotmd 

in a document dated June 1963. Thie ie a let ter sent by the principal 

to a woman in Israel, Mrs. Sorkin. It expressed his thanks for the 

8OCatalogue of Film Strips, Jew1sh People's Scbools, (Oetober, 
1959). p.l. 

8 Lreachers, Meeting, Communication with Israeli ChiLdren, 
(Montreal, 1961). p.l. 
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82 Hebrew play which she had sent to the school. This play, "The Lite 

in Israel" was written by Moshe Shamir, one of Israel's best known 

Hebrew writers. B3 

Another cultural influence that Israel had on the school was by 

sending Hebrew books for the school library. In 1965 the Israel 
.. 

President's House sent a certif1c4te to the school which made the 

school a member in the 1ibrary of the Israel President 's House. This 

requires some explanat1on. The second President of Israel, Itzchak 

Ben Tzvi, founded the President's House Library. The aim of that 

l1brary wu to s,.ply Hebrew books to any school l1brary in Israel or 
.... 

abroad. Every school who received the books became a member of the 

Pres1dent's House Library. 

Yourth Period 1966-1973 

84 J.P.P.S. wae one of them . 

Another cultural effect that derives from Israel can be found 

when, in 1966, an exhibition of contemporary Ieraeli art wae viewed 
• 

at the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. Twenty-six Israeli paintere and 

scu1pt9rs partic{pated in the exhibition. During a teàchers' meeting 

on January 18, 1966, the taschers discuseed the poelibi11ty of vi.1ting 

the exhibition. 

82s. Wileman, A Lptter to H. Burken, (~ntrcal. 1963). p.l. 

83Gradustes' Society Drama Group of Jewlllh People 'a Schlt6la, 
Yiddish Dr.ma Group Producea Playon Life in Ilrael, (Montreal, 1964). 
p.l. 

8~mort.l Certificate, The Pre.ident'. Hou •• L1brary, 
( l fJ r ae l, 196 5) . p .1 . 

- .,. ,-,..-_. 
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A few months after the Six Day War, on November 29th, 1967, a 

document of the Educationa1 Committee stated: 

"Toys for Israel - our chlldren responded 
with an avalanche of toys which were sent 
to the children in Israel for use in 
nurseries and kindergartens. 
Israeli films - of the Six Day War, were 
shawn to the children in the upper 
grades. 
Jewish National Pund - has asked the 
schoo1 to participate in a freedom 
forest to commemorate the Six Day War. 
We have agreed to help provide a 
Canadian grave."B7 

ln a report given on.May 27th, 1968 by Kr. Wiseman, one cao 

learn that the~visit to the Expo on the Israeli Day and the meeting 

with President Shazar took plèce. And that the school participated in 

the "most impressive Isr~l1 lndependené"'e Day celebration for the 

Jewish schools in MontreaL 1188 Israel celebrated her 20th Anniversary 

in 1968. 

As mentioned previously, the school was a member ln the Israel 

President's Rouse. As a member the school received in 1969 a list of 

200 books in easy Rebrew that were printed 1n Israel, especially for 

the Jellish chlldren in the Diaspora. Some of theee boo~ mentioned 10 

the list were obtained for the school library.89 

87Minutes of the Educational Committee of the Jewish People's 
Schools, Principal's~Report, (Montreal, 1967). p.l. 

88 S. Wiseman, Report to the 50th Annual Meeting, CMontreal, 
1968). p. 3. 

89Amer1can Committee for the Keren Beth Ranasi, A Selected 
Booklist, (U.S.A., 1969). p.l. 



( 

o 

(j 
'-

-

Physic,d /:duc,1tlon vas 'V~, L(l!1<~Ulled in InglJhh 

Ln!,U sil currl cu1urn. ]', u t 1 n 19 Vj d r il d i Cil] rh.] n! (' t () 0 ~ Il],J ( ( in lll(' 

nclloul. In !'r.Jdef> on<, l\IO, and thrce tllI' gyn, claf ',C 1- ',1( Tf 1111\1 he j nt' 

1 rH, t rue t l' cl h Y ;. Il J h r cl l' 1 j ph yb i r .1 1 l' duc;J t j Oll ;] 1 (( d ( Il c ! . Th l, Chal!'< 1:, 

lOI1Rldered important Lccaubc phynic.Jl ('ùur,Jtlul1 lb I1pf ronf !.1([(·(1 d 

Jewibll 6uhjcct. lhl' purpor,c belrinù this chang(: \-1.Jfi to lld!:1 t!ll' 

chl1dr('fI tn undc(f;t.md liehr(·w nol all1y frolll tlll tCY( hr'PI, IIl!t ln Ilv(' 

'iii 

In 1970, one of the mor,t [alllDub authorb in 16r3('], Shjd I\/,.nun, 

p36sed away. Ile wah <1 • .,rardad the 'Nobel Prize in L1beratun'. 

addreS6cd ta the teachers, written by the principal, <lRked the U'dchcrl> 

ql 
ta devate sOme Ume la lhe' aul!Jor and hih liu·rature. 

In 197(J, ,lnolhl'[ docum(nt Wdb \-nlttcn wldcl! rnl'ntlor .. tlll 

(12 
important contribution thal the cldldreT! 1lI.3de lr, IFracl.· 

AB mel1tio!1l'ù in Crlapter l, ln 1970 th(' J.P.S. J"ln<_,< (1,,· J(\,'I:,11 

Peretz Schoo1 and r.incp thl'Tl tlll t\<'o 6choo] 8 Irùve b('en known ,113 tllf' 

Jewish People's and Pcretz Schools (J.P.P.S.). As il reGult of lhdt 

ar.6ocialion, n committ('(' on th<i Jl'wll>li curriculum Wdr, ;JPIHJ!rILl'd nnd Jt, 

report rccolTllTll'nded: 

90~Jort from t II(' Lduc.J li ()fla 1 I\dnd !1 ir;!~t~..!:...!~,=-~~J~~_,!!l~ 
(ormnittee,_ (l"ontre,Jl, ]969). p.2. 

91S . \~lBQmnn, !. L('t~tu the Te~~I!!_, (fvlonlre:!l, J 970). 

92l1inutC!fl of the' Stnff Meding, COlT,bin(·d Jcwlr;lr ~1~~~.!., 
(tlontrclll, ]970). p. i .. 
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"The major emphasis 1n grades one and two 
1s on Hebrew (the major emphas1s pr10r 
to the establishment of Israel was on 
Yiddish). In grades three and four, 
one and a quarter hours 1a now be1ng 
spent on Hebrew and three quarters of 
an hour on Yiddish. An extra hour a 
week has already been added in grades 
five to seven for Hebrew. The 
sub-comm1ttee recommended tbat one 
half hour per day be added to the 
Jew1sh etudies cirriculum for al1 
grades. fl93 

As a result of the emphas1s on the Rebrew language, a prob1em 

arose with the Yiddish teachers who did not have full-time teaching 

loads any 10nger. 94 

In 1971 we read a document tbat states the fo11owing: 

"grade one: 1t hours Hebrew; 
1t bours Yiddish. 
grade bio: The same untll January. 
From February onwards 10 hours 
Hebrew. 2 hours Yiddish. 
grades three to seven: 7; hours 
Hebrew. 5 hours Yiddish per week. "95 

From the interviews that vere conduc ted with the Hebrew teschera 

Mr. Husid, Mr. Rub inow , and Mr. Dunsky. the fo1low1ng vere stated: 

1. ln 1974 most of the Rebrew books are the text 

books that vere pr1nted 1n Israel and the transfer 

to Israe1i pr1nted books started in 1966. 

9~nutes of the Meeting of Education Comm1ttee. Sub-Committee 
on Jew1eh Curriculum, (Montreal, 1970). p.4. 

9~nute8 of the Meeting of Education Committee. Integration of 
Curriculum At the Cote St. Luc Branch, (Montreal. 1971). p.2. 

951bid •• p.2. 
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The classes are decorated with posters and pictures 

that have come from Israel. 

The teachers speak with their students about current 

events that occur in Israel. One teacher said that 

he devotes every Friday to different subjects 

relating to Israel. Another teacher showed me his 

plan about a written project that the students of 

grade six have to write. It consisted of 25 

different topics about Israel. 

4. The music teachers, who are part of the general 

curriculum, teach the children most of the new songs 

that have become very popular in Israel. The music 

book cootains more than 80 printed pages. Twenty 

percent of the sangs were English and French, and 

80% of the soogs were in Hebrew and Yiddish. 

s. One of the teachers indicated the actions of the 

students during the Yom Kippur War of 1973. Besides 

the t1me that was devoted 1n the class to talk about 

the War and the results of the War, the children 

collected money to send to Israel and they wrote 

letters to the wounded Israel1 80ld1ers. 

"1 cannot remember that so many things have occurred 

dur1ng the last three years. The last three years 

have been so full of activit1es that tha students 

have taken part 1n almost all of them. The last one 
~ 

that was related to Israel was the demon.trat1on that 

was against the entrance of the Palestine Liberat10n 

Organ1zation (P.L.O.) 1nto the United Nations." 

6. The Jewish Peretz School has adopted an elementary 

school in Israel - Migdal HaEmek. The adoption 1s 

expressed by sending letters from the Montreal 

students to Israel1 students and vice ~rsa; and by 

seod1ng money to the school 1n Israel every year. 
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AN EXAMINATION OF THE TEXT BOOKS OF 

JEWISH PEOPLE' S AND PERETZ SCHOOLS 

The purpose of this chapter is to determine the increase of Israe1i 

text books that arr1ved 1n Canada after the establishment of the State 

of Israel. It is not the intention of th1s study to ver1fy the content 

of these books, but only to f1nd out 1f the J.P.P.S. and U.T.T. rece1ved 

text books that were printed 1n Israel or by Israe11 agenc1es 1n New 

York or Canada, and what i8 the amount of 8uch text books. 

The Jew1sh Peop1e's and Peretz Schoo1s teach two languages 1n 

the1r Jew1sh stud1es: Hebrew and Y1ddish. Up unt11 1970, the schoo1s 

taught Y1dd1sh from grade ~ and onwards. From 1970 the Yidd1sh 

language was on1y taught from grade three. Y1ddish 1s not taught 1n 

Israel, thus mak1ng 1t d1fficu1t to obta1n text books from Israel. 

The only source for the Y1ddish text books 1s 1n the Un1ted States. 

Table II1ndicates the number of Hebrew text books without taking 1nto 

account the number of Y1ddish text books. From the booklists that 

were found 1n the school ar~1ves, 1t was found that unt1l 1966 the 

Jewish People's and Peretz Schools used the Hebrew text books that 

were pub11shed 1n the U.S.A. Therefore, Table Il relates to the 

years 1966-1974, and 1nd1cates the total number of the Hebrew text 

books that were 1n use in every year in each grade, and how many of 

them have been pr1nted in Israel. 
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TABLE Il 

THE NUMBER OF ISRAELl BOOKS USED IN THE JEWISH PEOPLE' S AND PERETZ 

SCHOOLS IN GRADES ONE TO SEVEN DURING 

1966 1967 1968 

1 T 1 T 1 

GRADE 

1 - 2 - 2 -

2 1 2 1 2 1 

3 - 3 - 3 -

4 2 6 2 6 2 

5 1 8 l 7 1 

6 3 7 3 7 3 

7* 3 6 3 6 3 

* Grade 7 became a high school grade ln 1972. 

I-Books printed in Israel. 

T-Total number of books. 

T 

2 

2 

3 

6 

7 

7 

6 

1966 TC 1974 

1969 1970 1971 1972 

1 T 1 T l T l T 

- 2 1 2 1 2 l 2 

1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 

- 3 - 3 - 3 1 3 

2 6 2 5 2 4 2 4 

1 7 2 4 - 4 - '3 

3 7 3 5 2 5 ) 6 

3 6 3 6 2 4 

- --- --- --- -------

o 

1973 1974 

1 T 1 T 

l 2 1 2 

1 2 1 3 

1 3 1 3 

2 3 2 3 

2 4 l 4 

2 4 2 4 

-- - -

_ - -nt)" 7 lJlltH"t81VStlfflte"àitAbC) hM.Ot)lfMllW§tirMc(Yt1i"1tt·~~~;'~$~""-:": ','" ,\j ..... \~~~.;.~: .. 1·'-;', ,,' 
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The Jewieh People'a and Peretz Schoole have not created a 

revolution in changing aIl the Hebr~ text books to thoae printed in 

Israel. However, two things should be mentioned: 

a) As we approached 1974, the number of Hebrew 

books increased. 

b) The higher the grade, the more Hebrew text 

books printed in Israel were used. 

Another important thing occurred sinee the Hebrew text books 

arrived from Israel. The total number of the Hebrew text books 

declined since the Hebrew text books from Israel 1ncluded the work 

book w1th the text book 10 one edit10nj when the number of books 

increased it was due to the fact that some of these books were prlnted 

in the United States, and the text book and work book were iSBued 

separately and counted as such. 

Final Exams 

The intention of the writer was to find some final exame of 

different yeare and compare them, in order to see if the influence of 

Israel increased from year to year. That means to check if the 

questions in the final exams were related to Israel. But final eXSm9 

were not available for scrutinizing. This ie due to the fact that the 

echool administration has not asked the teachere to keep such exams 

for the school archives. 
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Resourcea Used 

The section dealing with J.P.P.S. followed the methodology and 

procedure that were deaigned in Chapter III. 

In order to determine the two major things - philosophy and 

goals, and the role of Israel in the Hebrew curriculum - the writer 

used the following documents: 

1. Twenty-five lists of text books that J.P.P.S. distributed 

to the students since 1946. Lists fram the school 

years 1949-1950, 1953-1954, and 1954-1955 were not 

found . 

2. Nine reports of meetings that took place with the staff 

members, and seven reports of the Board members. 

3. 

4. 

Ten letters that were sent to the teachers and/or to 

the parents, by the school administration. 

Five speeches that were given to the public by the 

school representatives, two fram the Principal, two fram 

laymen, and one fram the Vice Principal. 

5. Nine pamphlets that were distributed to the public by 

the school administration and Board of Education. 

6. Three art1cles that were wr1tten in the newspaper about 

the school and its curriculum. 

7. Six interviews with people who have been working in the 

school since 1940, or 1948, or 1952, (one Principal, 1940; 

~o Vice Principals, 1940, 1948; and three teachers, 

1948, 1952). 

8. A quest10nnaire wes dietr1buted to 20 teachers that 

e1ther taught or 1s st1ll teach1ng 1n the school. 

-' , 

.' 
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CHAPTER V 

THE UNITED TALMUD TORAHS OF MONTREAL 

Some Historieal High11ghts 

United Talmud Torahs (U.T.T.) was bom in 1896 and was locBted 

in a rented building on Cadieux Street, later to be named De Bullion 

Street. A year later the Bchool moved to a nearby house on Dorchester 

Street. 

In 1898, another move was made to a two-story house at what is 

now 101 Lagaucheti~re Street East. Within a year, it served 150 pupils 

in four classes with four teachers. The language of instruction WaB 

Yiddish. The subjects taught were reading of Hebrew for the daily 

prayers and the translation of the Five Books of Moses into Yiddish. 

By 1903, enrollment had grown aga1n. A large building was 

purchased on St. Urbain Street. In 1906 English replaced Yiddish as 

the language of Translation of the Pive Books of Moses and the Hebrew 

prayers. However, Yiddish was reta1ned in the Talmud class. 

Girls were adm1tted for the first ttme in 1911. and the 

enrollment had reached 450 boys and girls, ranging in age from six to 

fourteen years, ettending fourteen classes. 

With the growing number of new congregations, the tendency wes 

to use the synagogue as a ne1ghbourhood TaLmud Torah. In 1917 there 

-70-
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were six Talmud Torahs that agreed to write under the name of the 

United Talmud Torahe of Montreal. 

;" 
At the beginning of the 1920'8, Hebrew was taught in Hebrew 

, , 
which was called Ivrith B' Ivrith (Hebrew in Hebrew). Hebrew was no 

longer merely the language ta be translated into Yiddish or English; 

1t became the language of instruction. 

In 1930 a new and modern sc~ool was built on the corner of 

St. Joseph Blvd. and Jeanne Mance Street. The tirst year for the 

Hebrew Day School was in 1935, and 1942 was the yesr that marked the 

tirst graduation of the students from the Hebrew Day Schoal. 

The post of a full-time educational director was created ln 

o 1946, and a full-time executive director was created in 194R. 

In 1952, a k1ndergarten claee and a firet grade of the United 

Talmud Torahs was launched in the Snowdon Y.M.-Y.W.H.A. building on 

Westbury Avenue. 

The opening of the school year in 1952 saw the United Talmud 

Torahs servins 1,400 children. The years 1954, 1955, and 1956 S8W 

three nev branches of the United Talmud Torahs in Snowdon, N.D.G., and 

St. Laurent. 

In 1956, the school year opened with 2,200 children enrolled 

throughout the whole educat10nal system of the United Ta~ud Torahs. 

In 1958 a new building was completed on St. Kevin Street. 

In 1962, a new school wae built in St. Laurent. At that time, 
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a n cl f, t 11 1 a r ( r L 1 j i', j 0 u:" un ~ h • 

ln th(' folll)wlni~ way. 
11 

"Wld] f? lIumy ch.lIlgeB havI" oLC.lJrred, the loche (J] 

h.1I3 !I('vr-r d,'vlatcd [ro!ll 1 tg bar,1 c purpo;,l; 
tu pcrpl'tu.Jtr: Lhi' .JL'Wlr,h people' by Itdulnt1n!: 
ltn yout:11 II! hl' kncM]edg(,llb](~ nnd con[lcioIJf, 
of L!J(llr rlclJ Je\J1roll culture, bplritunl IJnd 
trndit 1011::1] IwritapC' ~/1tldn ;j LlJlild1:m 
III j ] f (" lJ . "q () 

96Un1ted Talmud Tora},:;! of t1IJTltr(ol, SchoQl Terlll 1974-197~, 
(Montrenl, 1974), p." 
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Teachcr. from Israel 

Q: Why does the school br1ng teachers tram Israel? 

A: "Binee the establishment of IlBrllel, fi large 

change occurred 1n the 1mage of the Jcw. He 

became no more the Jew ~ho belonged to the 

Jewish religion, but a Jew who belonged to El 

def1n1tc country; fi country that 18 not fi 

re11giouo one, but a national one. Thcrefore, 

the Jewa now had another 1dentity, that of a 

nationalist Jew ra th cr then a relig10UJ Jcw. 

AR a rC6ult of this thinking the .chool 

Q: 

A: 

80ught teachcrs who wcre full of the new 

nationaliet feeling. " The8e teachers were 

found in hrue!. And 8ince 1948 there bu 

becn B growing pr •• ence of l.raeli teacher6. 

In 1973 more than 7~1. or the Itaf! W4S 

ln what, ways do th"y dit( cr {rom the local teachen? 

liA. Ii re.ult of the hueU teacher8 be1ng 

in the .chool .y.tem, the teaching methode 

changed. Untl1 1948 th, majori ty ~ teAChen 

wer. European and th.ir method. wc quite 

dit fer.nt and net modern. The hrael1 teachen 

brought with them new m.thod. and vere open ta 

.ugie.tion. and willing to try naver m.thod. 

and ua. nw taxt boou and now maur1all." 

Mr. auron1 emphu1z.d that l "Th. oldu IJnd 

local te.cher. w.r. more con •• rvativ. in 

thdr t •• ching way •• " 
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Were there any changes in the selection of the 

materials in the subjectB that were taught7 

A: "In history and Bible, the changee were 

basically to teach the hie tory of the 

Jewish people,fnot only from the beginning 

of the Jewieh history that etarted about 
1 

5000 yearo Bgo, but to concentrate on the 

laet 100 yearo, empha.izing the 8truggle of 

the Zionist Movement and the utablbhment 

of Isracl. Before the establishment of the 

State of Israel the Bible could not be 

taught in V.LT. in a secular fuhion so the 

selection wu baeed on the rcligiou8 and 

traditionsl chapters of the Bible. But the 

change in the .election of chapters came 

after the State of Isracl wa. c8tablished. 

New the chaptere desl with the nature of 

Israel, the vision of the prophete for the 

nationality of the Jewe, the peaee among 

natione and about Israelis who settled in a 

country that peace and brotherhood with the 

neighboura 8urround1ng that will bring 

pro.perity to everyone. Today the purpoee 

of te.ch1ng the Bible 1e not from s religiou. 

point of VLew, but trom a nationalist point 

of view. Furtharmore, the purpos. is to .how 

the relevency ot the Bible and the vision ot 

the propheu to our days; and hov the)' baume 

raal1ty. This, ot cours., cannot be taught 

vithout the Stete ot 1er .. l." - emph .. 1zad 

Hr. Huron1-

J 

l . 
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The Increa8e of the Day School 

Q: Once 1 heard you telling in a public lecture 

that the rea.on for the increasing number of 

students in the Day Schools i8 due to the 

State of Israel. Can you explain this 

.tatement? 

A: "Untll the establishment of the State of 

l.rael mo.t of the studcnts learned in 

afternoon .chool. in order to obtain a 

bAlic knowledge of religion. The atternoon 

.chool. were .ufficient for that purpo.e. 

But after the Btate of t.rael was 

e.tabli.hed, another concept entered into 

the parente' mind - nationalLlm; which 

W&l connected to the Hebrew culture. 

Thereforc, the hour8 in the evening were 

not enough and i t wu ne.ce .. ary to give 

the national education during the day~ 

Therofore we can .ee that the evening 

.chool became .maller and eventually the 

day .chool became larger and larger. 

Tb LI , ot cour.e, forced u. to change the 

curriculum trom grade. one and upward •• 

We added new .ona- tram Ilrael, picturel 

trom t.rael, pOlterl all around th. 

cla •• room. and in the corridor.. The 

.tudent. ident1f1ed vith rlraal, happinel. 

1IMn .omethina niu happenad in t.rael end 

.ad vhan .omethina ~ent vron, thara. 
Today, ta ba ACcaptee! to a &.brev hiah 

.chool, it 11 imperative tbe atu4ent 
attain hip urka in tbe Jev1.h elementary 

day "hool." 

Il, 

1 

1 

\ 
1 

1 
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tliat üu.urr(!d dur1ng thl' Dclioul yVOIre., .Ir, 

[J r(~c,ult of tlle 1>)(1fit(~IICf! of ll1l' t.tUl.l· of 

"t\ftl"'r th(! ('c;l{jblir,hllll!nt of th,· StIJlr' of 

dirl'clly CUflfI('Ctt!cJ lo the 5tdle of JCIr.ld. 

~u( il prnj('( lr, lncllJdhl (!x!JlldUonr. :JtJ()ut 

J:ir;H~l r.h:Jt j IllJulrlltcd li[{· lrl lr.r.JI'l, 

\t 1 b Il lJ t I.i ln, h () 1 Y P III C (~ Il 1 n J 1. r IJ (' l n JI d 

111IJi(JI t.1nt p(~oplc. The bi rt hdllyll of t 1,,· 

1 rrr Ji () rl fJll t fi (! () P 1 (~ IN (! r 11 C (! 1 (! b r ri t (' d; f () 1 

l'x.HrrIJJI', grIll Curlon, It/.c.hlJk Ihm l/vl, 

Le v j E tj h ka 1 . M'Hl Y 100 V j (1 Il W (.! r l' :1110 wn (!li 

1 Il rllC! 1 lo c,l](}w th(' chl1dren th,' d(~v('l()pJlJlnt 

of tlll.! flt;jl<~ of lrH(wl." 

"'I1,I!')l1 JIIovlt!u IN(!re huppl1ed by lIlt! (,IJJlacJJ oIn 

Zi olli ,)t J "c!,'rntlon, but wcrl! proc!u("cj 1 fi 

J'H,jI'] [or LIli' .Jm>JirJh 1,c:llooll1 all OW'r 

tlic \1orld. Many of thlm(' Inoy!e(l nrrjv/·d 

cl lJ rj Il g t III' Il cl 10 () l Y ~ (j r . fi 

IIVv1'ry y'!fJr thc!c'.! W(Hl ;j cmnpcJt.Hlon 

(.olllp<,t1t1on in H(!brl!w O!l vndouf, 11~(>rJ(_1'>f) 

111 J:Ha"l jn nrder to obtfJ1n the> 1nf()nnotic)fl 

for thdr pro.1(!ctN. fI 

fi Y,y,' n tu t;l!n t ()C;(' \Jrn·d 1 n l tH Ij el, \<,,~ r (' IHIJ\Jy"1I t 

to th,· c:lntHJers nfJ Il J)lJH~ inf OrIllIlU{)1l or 

{or dJ6cuNoion purpoHea. ThoBe ~ventH wc 

c{)ul~ not pl nn nt the hl.!B1nnl1l8 ot li!/' 

IJchovl, YClJr." 

"ACt"f' the WtH, nnd ther'! wcr~ {our, the 
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'l\J'kn!r, (CJ]lelled 11)("",)' tu h,:lp lr,rll('] 

'Jld", (Jf (OUr"I!, hud l' I)(~ do!H' dlJrJlIg tll( 

~J('f(! for rJpec1ul o(cllrliont;; (Judl an whell 

Ill-dlllk Ben Tzvi di <~d. He WIJO Lllt, 

~('(Ol1d J'fI'1I1dent of lnr.lI!l." 

\-lm. tl,l·rt· .lIly lhrln!;<' ln lllf' hcllOol 11\)rlllY 

" lJ P Il n t 1 J ] 9/dl t 1 Il' 1 l' Iv' Il:, Il () )l" 1) r "\>, 1 11) r 1.1 1 Y , 

Olll Y IJ f 1 ~ r l 11 (' !:i t il 1 (! (J f l il r;J(' l 0,,'.1t, 

l':,! ,J1d 1r,)lt>d Wd:J n !I,·bre!',.' IH'r.lry r,lnrteel. 

Al Il,,, bc'e1I1njnl~ moul of Ih" uoo\q, I.H/lI· 

[ r (Jill fi "w Y () r \<, b 1) l ,'rllJ(' r 1 fi 11 Y Il fI,· r J C) Cl l , 

'/ ()c!ilY 0,,11! 1i,IV(' (j !lt'brel-' I1brllry in "V"I y 

)1(111\(11 IllId fi IIJrp,p llbrary (or tll,' t"HI,,'rr) 

~J1 tli 0\'Jll1 C) v1 rHJill (!qu 1 !11II('nl 1 Il il 1 l'd', 

il l' r j v (' d (r 0111 J rl r iH! l , " 

Ohl' wr1tl·r vlr!1!c'cj tlit. ljhrllrj"~,, .tilt! [()lmd 

t Il a l t Il ~ t (' il( Il (! nl' 1 j br Il r y Il Il cl 1 Il Hl Il r c' d Il CJ ( 

bOO\'IJ Lhot wI'rt! l'dnlcd 'in IfJrtll'l, IIl1d only 

Il (,"-, boo)t.,; {rmll tll" Un il {,cl fi ltll ('r, • ) 

C): Art' tll"rc' Ilny,otlll'r r.:II/J11f;,('fj j n Il,,, 

A: 

l; \J r ri C' Il llJJn /liS Il rc! HulL () ( t IIC! :; t il lI' 1) f 

jfJrIlt.'l'( 

"\)ne11 19/.8 D10"t ol thtl IHmp,t3 thtll Wllr<l 

eauf,ht \omrI! fJOnp'R from e1H! J)uyer bookR ilnd 

for the-! hoUd/lYfj. They wcJ!'(l a11 reHf,~ourJ 

, 

/ 
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80ng8. Very tew were 8ecular 80ngB. 

After 1948 the music les sons con8isted 

UIOet1y of, ~lar 80ng8 that were written 

1n 18rael and they wetc taught by 

special music teachers. The religiou8 

80ng8 were taught by the cla88 te.cher. 

Today evcry 4Hsembly i. opened with .o~ 

Hebrew long8 that are sung in Israel." 

The Direct Influence of the StaCe of I.racl 

Q: Would you .ay Chat the State of teraol 

ha. ft direct influence on the H.brew 

Curriculum? 

A: "Our Hebrew teachou who wlre brought from 

lerael, received a spoci.l leav. ot 

absence from the Min1Jtry of Educotion and 

Culture in I.ra.l in order to teach tor 

tb. United TI~ud Torah.. But it wa. 

und.r tho condition thlt Chey teach 

"Isra.l" in thoir cl...... They havo to 

t.ach I.rao1 trom 411 .. plct. and thi. 
ot çour.1 cau..d 4 direct influence 

trolD the Btlt~o ot hr •• l." 

"Another diroct influenc. 11 th. Shun 

Priz.. Shazar v •• th~ nam. of the ~hird 

Pro.idlnt of 1'1' .. 1. Evary y.ar thr •• 

• chooll tram 811 ovor the vorld roceive 
a .pacta1 prlz. from th. Pr •• idant of 

1'1' .. 1 for th. b •• t ach1tvem.nt in 
ducaticm aad Iœwled,e conurninl Jewi.h 
atudie.. A comm1tt •• that ait. in 
Jeruaalem racetv.. report. on the activiti .. 
and th. ach1avUllllta Dt .ech .chool and 

1 
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l'rl/l'. III JC)71; thl l'IIJlI!c1 'J'IlIIIIUJ 'lorlilltJ 

rI /41, C J Il'. j tJ r \>JJ III li Ill; 1 Il (' )! r J /" W l' l " : /'. 

IJI j"lItlllfUII r,I'I,/l1011 loI' Il''W lrJruc'jl tc I1cll,'n; 

Iii fI,l Y~'n "/jrh YI'llr, Ilnd LIli' l'I.Jllllldt,,j iluô10 

1\,,1)(1'\1 ll'Xl" und l":Jrlllnl~ 1iJI1L,'rll1!r. "'11~rl' 

Il r~' p /1 rI' d "Y li 1 ~ li' Il f f • ' 

"i\n()tll~'r cjlr,'({ Jn(jlj('rH.~ 11'j the: Jlj\d,' quit. 

1 y,'ry Y''/H Lh,!r" 1/; a IHlllc! quit 111 Il fJru<!l 

111 .... \l1ell .JI·wlrjh r;t\l(!ontr, l'roJ)l Ill] C)ve', Llw 

pllrtfC'lrifjtl' ln Lllt! '1u1;.:. Th" l'nlLI·eJ 'J'lllmud 

'J'or:llIH prt'lJ/lrlHJ he·r IltUUI'lltIJ IInd olNo IWlld'j 

IV Il I-\rotJp to (OIllI)('II' ln t.!Jl; quit,. ThlH 

rOllllll'1l11ofl, ()S C()Urtjl!, hf.:iH /1 cil n'tt Infllll!flCI' 

or! tl]l' III'IHP'" currJcululI1./I 

10111/") Jrorll th" IJldvl'rtiJtj(!H in IHr:J~·J. In 

II)]?, Dr. HlnoL \IIJrJ JrlvHI'l! IJy lh" Ulllul(j 

')'lilllllJd '!'orllIJtl IrollJ tlil' Il,'l>n'w IJnjv,~nl1l.y in 

.J"ruIlIllt'IlI, l () do rl'IHJfJrrh j Il Qr~'r t,) 

d'lt.,~rsll~tJt' th,' IJt'r.l C'lIrr1clJllJfII (or LIu! .Jew1Hh 

HlUd1'"H, A ycttjr l/HI'r, ill 3.91'3, Jlf,'of,NJI~(}r 

fHJ!fll, th~' dtJIHir.tl1lt'llt' h~/Jd of th~! }tfjcIIlty 

c;( l':ducatif)n Ilt ttw Uttr.-I',] an IJl'lhtïu1 ty 1 n 

T~l Av1v, WDi 1nv1t~d ta MontrH41 by tb~ 

CfjnAd~lln Z~on1§t F(j~1f}-r"tiofl in ordQr to 

h6l 1' the Jtt\-d 8h ~<; 1 ~I)(} Jft 1,mprovcl dl~1r l1«br.ow 

/ 
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curriculum. A great deal Qf hie timc wae 

.pent at the United TaLmud TorahB. 

Prote8uor Stern v18ited .ome of the classc., 

talk.ed with the teachen and the 

adminl.trative etaff of the United Talmud 

TorahH. He and Dr. R1not .et out to 

rev1.c the Hebrew currlculum and a"'new 

curriculum wa6 1.eued.." 

"The Department of Education of the Jw1eh 

Agency haB the largest intluence on the 

curriculum. (Part ot the te4chers were 

.ent by the recommendation of the 

department. In New York, the department 

ha. d branch whlch .uppl1e. text bookl, 

now.paper8, teaching a1d8, 8upervi.ory 

a •• l.tanee and other materlal., .uch a8 
~ 

po.terll, flJ.m., CIte." 

Would you say that the Ichool 4. lt i. todey 

would have beon the lame type of school 

wlthout th. 8tato ot I.ra.l? 

A: "Ta my opln10n, th •• chool ln H. t orm today 

and ln lt •• 1zo, eould not have b .. n 41 lt 

h today w1thout the 8tato ot hru!." 

; 
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Another Int~rview W4M coriducted with Mr. Razen, the Principal 

of one of the elementàry echoole of the United Tolmud Toran.. Mr. 

Rozen wa~ a student in the United Talmud Torahe trom gradee one to 

eleven. In 1939 he wa. employed ae a teacher for the United Talmud 

Toran.. Mr. Rozen approved ot the previoUi two interviewe by 

-' 
mentioning the .ame tact.. He added the follow1ng and indicated that 

) 

the Btate of Israel cauled eeveral chan,e. in the curriculum. 

Q: What wer' the direct influence. of the 

establishment of the Staee ot l.r .. l on 

the Hebrew curriculum in tho t1r.t 

e1ght y.are ot l.raol? 

A: 1. "Tho Hebrew langua,. wh1ch wa. taugh t 

in the A.hkenaz 1 aecen t wall chan,eeS to 

the Sephard1c accent a w.ok alter cb. 

StaCe ot l.r .. 1 wa. e.Cab11.hed. The 

joy w .. '0 sre.c thaC w. could not wait 

unt11 th. noxt .cho01 y.ar Co makA the 

chans •• " (luaet became an 1ndependen t 

count~ on MAy l5th, 1948.) 

2. "Tho number ot hOUri that wore devoted 

to Hebrew and Y1dd1.h .tud! •• wer. 

1ncra ... d t rom een and on. halt houri 

to tvelve and one halt houri in the 

.chool yeer 1948-1949." 
-, 

3. "The Yiddi.h laDiuo,e wa. noe tauiht alter 

1"0 and Habrw wa. taupt i~tead." 

4. "'our y.ar. dur tha .. tablt.hMne of 

1'1' .. 1, the l.r .. U. ce.c.era .&ftt 

to ceacb -bere. Siftee th ftUllber of 
IIr .. U. ceacber. he. t~reued acta ye". tf 
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5. "ln the .chool yeu 1948-1949 we .tarted 

to teach th~ geography ot l.rael. Hawever, 

two y.au later we had to .top due to the 

lack of text boou." 

6. "The 8chool wà. alJloy. /j rel1g10u.-or1ented 

.chool. But after 1945-the .chaol bec&m* 

li nationalilt .chool more than a 

ra11siou. ono. For oxample in the 

.1ng1ng f1.ld, wo made a revolut1onary 

.tart. Wo .ang only naw .on8' trom 

l.raol and did not .ins Any ot the 

o~dor .on& •• " 

7. "Aft.r 1945 we Itartad ta brins mon and 

mor~ l.r.oli text bookM 1nto th •• chool. 

Kow.vor, wo wero very d1.appointed 

bocau.. thay wera tound to ba too 

ditt1cult tor tho .tudent.. Howovor, 

today they are more .uitablo tor our 

.tudent • .." 

8. '~y ot tho IlctiviUo. that could not 

be done pr10r to 1948 cam. into ettact 

.fta~-1948. Pa~~i •• , ealebration. tor 

Independanco Day, axtra curr1cular 

act1v1.tu., H.ob-row Club. ~veryono "had 

th. d •• 1re to .peak liebrow and v. devi.od 

way. to motiv.te tha .tudent.. Wa had 

.overal c.mpa1an. for rai.1n. m~ay for 

l.raal, •• pacially alt.r 1948, 19~1, 

and 1913#" (The ye.n of th. tbr •• Wan.) 

9. "In 1949 1 vent vtth Illy .tudentl to lf., 

York to .aa a Habrew pl.y Nt v •• 

betAl part~4 by the tlr .. l1 •• t1oA41 

_ Tb.t.tre (HaIt.'. fi 
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10. "Many mAtarillla nrrivad from 18rllal for 

tho purposo of docorllting tha bllll., 

clnssrooma And 8urroundinR8: PORtors, 

picturo8 from Isrllal, picturo8 of 

important pt'opl(l in IarAa!." 

WnR tht're nny chAngo in tht' Achool l1brAry 

AR A rt'Rult of tho StAte of IArncl? 

"Tho Hobrt'w book8 in the l1brary hAVO incroasod 

grontly. At tht' be~inning, most of tham 

nrrivod from N~w York; howovor, sinca tho 

1960's, thoy hAve nrrivod from Israel." 

Q: 18 thora nny difforanco in the school botwaen 

tht' tima thnt you woro a studont to tho 

pros(\nt t imo? 

"Tho studios thamsolvos hava another meaning. 

Thore Arc many projccts going on in the 

clnss~s; exhibitions. We had severnl 

exhibitions about Israel and hor people 

in the previous yoars." 

"Israel ia A liv1ng country in the minds of 

the 8tudents, and ov~rything thera 1s part 

of the reality. At my time as ft student 

in this school. most of the things vere 

dToam8, and I$Tael itsolf was a dream. 
'" Today the students identify with Israel 

much more than the 8tudents in my time." 

"The number of students in all of the 

branches increascd after the establiahment 

of Israel. That i8 one way out of many 

to identify ",fth Israel." 

\ 
,1 
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"The Itudonu of thQ achool hAd mllny 

conn(!ctionl!l w!th othor I!Itudontl!l in tllrAQ1. 

I,(lttarfl Arc.- thCl coll'ltlon And accoptAblo 

wny of communiclltion. Now, for oxnmplCl, 

wo rClcoivod Il projoct from A school in 

TRrnc1 which hAll bean axhibittld in our 

8chool. Wtl nra planning a projoct th At 

will b(l sont to IsrnQli schools. At my 

t me n. R studcnt thosc thinRs warc 

non-t\xiat_nt." 

Q: Is tha achool philosophy changod RI!I ft 

r<.'sult of IsrAcl? 

A: ''Now l f(\«Il that the ra art' too many 

proj(lcts thnt ar@ loadtld on our atudonts. 

Evory Jewish organi2Ation And ngency in 

Mont)fAl And the U.S.A. hAve ovory fe", 

we(l~severAl kinds of projects thAt come 

to sh~ and indicate the cxistenc6 of 
#1 

IsrAel. This CAuses our studcnts to b(l 

out of thcir regular studios ~d their 

mind 1s not for studying, but for the 

projects. I personAlly would like to 

see the time whan the studcnts are 

relaxed and not preued with the 

projects. I do not SAy that these 

projecte And activities are not ~ood, 

but they are too much. For example, 

right now there is a project for the 

Department of Aliyah (immigration). 

The department ha8 taken advantage of 

the students of the school in order to 

bring their message to the parent8." 
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THE ROLE OF nIE STATF. OF ISRAEL ON THE 

HRnREW CURRICULUM OF UNITED TALMUD TORAHS 

Second' Pcriod 1968-1973 
"\ 

) 

.' , 

Only from 19MI onwardfl did the:! Unit(\~ Tnlmud Touhfl kN'P documemtN 

partA1nin~ ta thC! HabrCl1>/ curriculum And to the:! subjact of this atudy. 

It should btl mantioned that trom 1967 II new EducAtionAl Dirâctor WOfil 

appointcd to the Unitod TAlmud Torahs and 18 todAY still .(lrving them. 

The documClnts that ~Clre found in the school archiv(!s dAte:! from 

1969. During that t1me ft l<lÙer WI'If! 8@nt to th<l Hebrew tC'Hlch(!rfi from 

MT. Hearoni, thCl Hobr(!1>l Supervisor, in which he @mphA9h(\8 thCl importance 

of how th~ Purim holiday 1. celebrated in IsrAel. 97 

Earlier in the aame ycar, 19t19', Il spocial t(!Achers' scminAr WAS 

orgARized for the Hebrew teachers. It W88 a threc-day 8eminar in which 

the following topies w(lre discU89Cld: 

1. "Method of teaching the Hebrew language" 

Lecturer: Shimon Oren, a supervisor from the 

Dcpartment of Education and Culture in Israel. 

Another lecture by Shimon Oren was entitled: 

"Tu.ching and Reading of the Language." 

On the next day of the seminar, anothe~ topic abput Israel was 

lI'lIIIo discussed : 
, \0-" 

~ 97Mr. Raaroni, Letter to the Te.chere'-Purim in larael, 
(Montreal, 1969). p.2. 

-90-
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"'1 Ill' lt'Hlll"'!1ihility .'1 tlll' ll',,~'1\\'lr. Co 

l'd\l~:ltl' tlH' 1'\lp111< (,II 11\\' lnvr' nf 

t Ill' i. r n 1\ t i on 1lI1l\ Ir. l ;l,' 1 .. 

Gu t" h l pt Il l' 111< l' 1: N r • J., ~,o Il h n ~ , 

r<)t1HlIl CI.tH'! :tl ()( 1:.1'1\('1 () ttollll ('111.
98 

N' \li t h (, f () 1 1 m.1l n g : ,,1 
"t,'" \" il 1 r('lllcmh('t" the !l('! os 0 ( t hl' 
1',1:\,'11 Alnly ...,ho $nGrHicC'd thl'il 

l , ".'" in () t der lord'" è 0 li r CCHlll tt y 
r 1<'11\ th(' handn of 0\11' l'IH'mic-f,: 

1 i f c t () t" (\ l ~ l 1\ (' 1 i A rlny, L i { !' ! 0 

1-, r~lC.>l. ,,100 

tool.. pInce in the l,chool {or nll the' tr,ochl'l's of thq UnilC'tI T.l1l11ud , 

Tol'nhr.. Th" nlll.tcrinl of tltt! èounH" - tnp('~,. hoo\"'. films - W('l'<' [rom 

1(;1'.1<'1. 101 

. 9 BUn 1 tl'C! T 01",u<l '1 or.,hs 0 f Hl)n tr' <,.,1, ~~~G!'~ f"l'd X~oJ:!. ;112~ Fn 1 

}\';l~hrr:;' Sl'n,linnr. 01ontrrnl, 1969). p.l. 

99 Uni t cd T.'\lmlld l'ornhs of 'Hontrcnl. Chunl.'wh C(!lcbl'n!5_~· 
(~!ontrNtl. 1971). p.2. 

lOOllnltC'd 'l'nlm\lll Tornhs of Hontrcnl. Snowdon \r .. ",sl!.. (~klntll'.ll. 

1970). p.l. ~ 

lOl~tl'. Il i l lt t T h 1 }l i i l (~J t l .' n.aron, ,C C'rs 0 cne crs .'IH r ne !ln fi, ,.on l'Ci' • . ~ 
1971).{ p.l. 
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In May 1972, Il Hobraw tOAcbcrl' lomtnar WAI conductod. At that 

.~fu1nAr th~ IpOCiAl Ruait l~cturor WAa Rabbi N. Ari~li, Chiof Suporvilor 

of the Jowhh Âgoncy for Hobraw Schools in tho Unitod StAtU. HC! 

dtll1vorad ft IpaGeh on tha m"tllod. of tuchins the Hpbraw lAnguIRo and 

itl litarAtura. 102 

From kindt'r8Arton ta Ruda thre(\, thtl hAChou oXAminod the! 

many aupplamantary Habrcw book .. And tho vuiad tMching AidA brought by 

Rabbi J. Bravarman fram tlraal. I03 

On Octobar IOth, 1973, Mr. A. Glioch, tho Suparvilor of the 

Hehr~w StU~R of tha Unitod TAlmud torahs sant ft l~ttor ta ~ll thC\ 

Hobrow principals of tha alamemtary achooh stating tha following: 

~ 

liA: The adminiatntion of th~ United' Talmud 
Torahs hA' decidad upon A spaciAl 
projact of eollaeting monay from the 
atudents in arder ta halp Israel in 
her war. The monay will be ulad to huy 
an Ambulance fully equipped for the 
Red Magen navid of Ilraal. 

B: Therefore, every school will Assemble 
aIl the student. before they le.va 
for the hoUdays. The -asaembly should 
include the following: 

a) a prayer for the State of Israel 
b) reading from the Bible 
c) a rnemorial prayer for the Israeli 

soldiers killed in the war. 

l02United Talmud Torahs of Montreal, Hebrew Teacher.' Semlnar, 
CMontreal, 1972). p.l. 

l03Ibid •• p.2. 

1 
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"­.,. 
Ev.ry Ichool ha. to croato a Ipocial 
atmOiphor. amona the .tudenta of 
abloluta identification ~~th ou~ 
brotharl, the llra.lil who ara 
fighting for the exiltonco of th. 
Stat. of lara.l. 

.. 
,Wo a~o lure thAt evory toacher will dAvoto 
p.~t of th~ lOllonl eyory day to axplain tho 
lituation in llra.l. Tho ttachorl Ihould 
ralato ta th. following pointll 

.) Not to bring th'; alc:lman(: of panic into 
tho IHuation. 

b) Bxplain to th. atudentl that llrael II 
vital for all the Jaw.. The Jev. of" 
Montroal niëd tho Jewi of llrael and, 
of courl •• vico vorlA. 

c) !vary toacha~ mUle UIO th~ pamphleta 
and tha differont rnAto~i.11 about tlr.ol. 
which will b, lupp110d ~y Mra. HAnna 
El1nhiv. ,,104 

On Decembor 18th, 1973, Mr. G11ech sont ft lottor to th~ 
... 

Departmont of Educat~on and Culturo in Israel and to the Jowilh ~ancy. 
\ 

th~ DGpartrnent of Educa~~n. in which ho indicatod the .pecial'projects 
'-

that the United Talmud Torah. had donc ainee the October Yom K1ppur War • 

( 

p. 1-2. 

. 
"1. .pec1&! appe.l ameng the atudenta in 

arder to buy an ambulance fully equipped 
for~tho lar~~1 801diera. ,. 

2. a projoct of writing lotter. to the 
woundod aoldicrs. 

3. a .pocial pr~ject of vriting lattera 
to th •• o1diers in the battlefle1d. 

Evory projact v •• atarted with a apeci.l 
•••• mbly Which includad a prayar to the 
peace of Ilr~el and a momori.l pray.r for 

, -the loldi.ra that vere killad in the war. 

l04A, Gl~.ch, A Letter to th. Principalat CMontreal, 1973), 

" 
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Tho Itudenta Ihowod a aroAt dea1 of 
idontification with tlrao1. Thoy 
contributod their own monoy-by lolling 
candi.1 ta the public, walhing carl, 
a.kina poople ta donate monoy, faltinQ 
for a cortain poriod of time and recoiving 
monoy for the faIt, and by rid1ns • 
bicyclo that people alla Iponlored for 
ctach mUo." 105 

Tho teacherl and·the principall of tho Ceneral Studio. VOl". 

a1.0 a.kod ta tako part in thOI. projectl, •• pocially with the let torR 

to tho Roldior.. A latter that vas •• nt ta the principals by Mra. S. 

L~vi., the Co-ordinator of the General Stùdies indicated: 

"It 11 urged that the teacher. of the General 
Studioa DeRArtmont hc1p mako this project 
lucce •• ful.o Teachers an requested to hold 
discuaa10na vith their students encouraging 
them to'croate live1y, morale b008tinQ, 
lettor_, and the teachora' direct çommunication 
vith the Hobrew teacher will .dd extra Eeal 
to the entire project. "106 

On October 24th, 1973, anothèr letter was sent from Mr. Gli~ch 

to the Hebrov principals together vith a map of the Middle East $sking 

the teachers to explain to the students the geosraphical ar~a of the 

Middle East vith special emphasis on the locatio~ of ter •• l among the 

other countries in the Middle East. 107 

On January 22nd, 1974, a special convention for all the teachers 

of the United Talmud Torahs took place in order to di. eus. the following-

105A• Cliech, United Talmud Torahs, The Education&! Projocta 
Connected to the War, CHontreal, i973). p.l. 

106S. Lewis, Uni ted Talmud Torahs, l!!!!2., CHontreû, 1973). p.l. 

107A• Cliech, United Talmud Torahs, kLetter to the Principalp, 
(Montreal, 1973). p.l. 
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tapic: "The influonco of thel Yom Kippur \Jar and tht' situation in Isracl 

on out.school from an educational and toach1nQ point of viN." 

A Ruost lecturer, Profelsor Eliozar Stern from the Bar-Il~ 

Univorsity in ToI Aviv, spoke at the con~ntion. At the convention many 

of the t~.chers axprossod thoir viowa about the influence of the War on 

tho atudonts and teachers alike. U.T.T. tsauod a report of thi. , 
convention in vhich tho toachors indicated the following points: 

1. The consctouaness of the students tovarda Israel 

vas incroased as a reault of the Yom Kippur War. 

2. Forty-five minutes daily were devoted ta the 

discussion of the situation in Israel. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

The students were àllotled to brins radios to 

class ta listen ta the news. 

The will-lngness of 'the students ta participate 

i~ the three projects vas very high. 

A special tree vas planted in the name of one prisoner 

who vas rele.sed after five years in captlvity. 

The students vere very intereated to talk about 

Israel and they initiated these discussions. 

7. The atudents l'ead Rebrew newspapera every day: 

usually they had been read only once a week. 

8. Many students expressed their villlngness ta visit 

Israel during the summer instead of gaing te a 

local camp. 

9. The teachers felt that the atudents had a very 

strong emotional identification with Isra.l. 108 

lOBA. Gl1ech, United Talmud Torahs, The Influence of t~ Yom 
Kippur War and the Situation iq Iarael on our nS choa l from an Educational 
and Te.china Point of View, (Montreal, 1974). p.l. 
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AN EXAMlNATION OF mE TEXT BOOKS 

OF THE UNITED TALMUD TORAHS 

l 

Since tbe documents tbat vere found ln tbe United Talmud lOTahS' 
~ . .... 

archives only da~ from 1968. we can compaTe the text' books fTom that 

year to 1974. A comparlson vith the previous yeara can be made vith 

the ansvers to the questionnaires -that vere sént to the teachers, and 

vith the interviews that took place vith some of the people vhose names 

have been previously mentioned. 

FTom the questionnaires and the intervie~, it vas found that 

" 
unt!1 1957 the schools did not have any books that were printed in 

Israel. Table III inditates the number of books since ~957 that were 

from Israel or Its agenc1es in the United Talmud Torahs. 

-97-
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1957 1958 1959 
1 T 1 T 1 

GRADI .... 

1 - 4 - 4 -
2 1 5 1 5 1 

3 - 5 - 5 -
4 . - 6 - 6 -

-
5 - 7 - 7 -
6 - - 8 - 8 -
7* - B - 8 --

-
1-800" Pr1nted in Israel. 
T-Total Number of Books • 

T 

4 

5 

5 

6 

7 

8 

8 

o 

o 

TABLE III 

THE NUMBER OF ISRAELI -80018 USED IN THE UNITED TAL1mD TORAHS 

IN GRADES ONE TO SEVEN DURlNG 

1957 TO 1974 

--- -- -----

1960 1961 1962 1963 19p4 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 
1 T 1 T 1 T 1 T 1 T 1 T 1 T 1 T 1 T 1 T 1. T 

, 
~ 

<# - 4 - 4 - 4 - 4 - 4 - 4 - 4 - 4 - 4 2 4 2 4 

1 5 1 5 P 5 1 5 1 5 1 5 1 5 1 5 1 5 2 4 3 4 
~ . 

1 5 1 5 1 5 1 5 1 5 1 5 1 5 1 Il 1 6 2 5 2 5 

1 6 1 6 1 6 1 7 1 7 1 7 1 7 1 7 2 8 2 7 1 ~ -

- 7 1 7 1 7 1 7 1 7 1 7 1 7 1 7 1 -7 2 8 3 8 

- 8 - 8 - 8 1 8 1 8 1 8 1 8 i 8 3 9 3 9 6 10 
'. 

- 8 1 8 1 8 1 8 1 8 1 8 1 8 1 8 3 9 2 8 4 9 , 

* Grade 7 became a high schoo1 grade in 1972. 

.. 

j 

1971 1972 
1 T_ l T 

1 3 2 4 

3 4 3 4 

3 6 3 6 

S 8 S 8 

f 

4 9 4 9 

5 8 5 8 

7 9 

~ 

---------------------.. __ ., __ .... ______ ............... -_ .. _-~ - -" ......... ~Lr .. t.!I11· .. d ... ..,. __ _ 
_ • _ ....... ..,.,., ..... 0/ te F '_ $M$::=;:.a.,. ..... 
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./ 

1973 1974 
1 1 1 T 

, 

1 ~ 2 7 

4 3 1 

3 E 4 8 

4 E S '7 

7 U 5 10 

7 le 6 10 

: 
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Grade 1 

IT SHOWS IN TABLE III m'Il THE 

roLLOWlNG SITUATION UIS 1'5 IN 

UNITED TALMUD TO~ TEX! Booils 

In 1968 the main Bebrew text book was pub1iahed in Isra~, and 

it continued to be the main text book used unti1 1974. 

Grade 2 

The other books usect are: 

1. a prayer book 

2. a tut book for reading 

3. a WOl'k book for the reading book 

j 
o 

4-7. wol'k books ~r vriting and religious studies 

ln 1969, the main text book was changed to a book published in 

Israel. Another two books were ~dded until 1972. ln 1973, one was added 
\ 

and in 1974, three' more books came from Israel. Four books were used as 

york books and for reading and writing Hebrew. 

Grade 3 

ln 1969, the main Bebrew text book vas chanaed to a book 

pub1is~ed in Israel, together vith a work book for it. Until 1974, the ~ 
total number of tut books and work books vere increased to eight, 

while the books from Israel increased to four. 

,) 
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ln 197\" ~th. III&ln R.b .... ~"t book ~. ~hat\8ed to a local one 

\ Grade 4 

other than the one printed in tarael. 11\ 1.974," grade. 4 used Uve ~ks, 

including ~e newapaper that vas pubÜ.hed in larael. Then ven 

altogether seven books used in 1974 in grade 4. 

Grade 5 .. 
-, 

The .. in Hebrew tut book vas changed {n 1969 to a book which 

vas published in Israel~ In 1973, a nev subject vas added to ~e 

~urriculum for grade 5~ called Geography of Israel, and for that subject 

a special book vas added to the book"list. This book vas published in 

Israel. Th'è total number of ~ooks and york books' increased from seven 

to ten books in 1974 .. Seven out of~en books vere pub li shed in Israel, 

and in 1974, five out of the ten books vere published in Israel. 

Grade 6 

The aain tut ,book vas changed in 1971. The ~ev s\J.bject, 

Geography, vas added in 1973 vith a geography teltt book from Israel. 

Gralie 7 
o l 

/ 

In 1972, grade 7 vas 1IlOved frOlll the elementary level to the 

junior Mgh school level. In 1968, the main Hebrev tut book vas 

clulnged to an IaraeU Rebrev telt~ book. 

/ 

" ,,' . , 
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TItF S\'BJFC'TS TAUGHT IN tTNITFD TALMllD TORAH 

\ 
From the' intervi/i'ws and the questionnaire, it'- ~as learned that 

since t;.he heginning of the United Talmud Torahs in 1896, there was no 

change' in the suhjects that were taught in the Hebrew atudtes unti1 1950. 

In 1<)')0, the Yiddish language was not t8ught and :~~ that had been 

d~vot('d to that language was added to the Hehrew langUag~ In 1973, B 

new suh1ect was added to the curriculum of grades five and six' 

r~ographv of Israel. 

From the new curriculum that was issued by U.T.T. in 1974, the 

fol10w1ng data was 1earned 

Hebrew as a language and as il literature is the basic 

subject taught in aIl grades. The other subjects 

are taugh tin Hebrew too 

Bib le 

In grades one to three, ttïe first Book of the Five 

Books of Moses 15 taught 1n Hebrew, grade one w1thout 

a text book. From grades four upwards, the first 

Book of the Prophets is added to the curriculum, 

50 they study both Torah and Prophets. 

Prayer: 

From grade one onwards, every class prays each 

morning and they learn the meaning and the customs 

re18ting ta the different prayers of the regu18r 

days, Sabbath and holidays. 

-101-
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Religion: 

From grade one onwards, every c lass is t aup;h t the 

re ligious laws that everv Jew must follm.' 

throughout his li fet ime. 

History: 
~ 

From grade four onwards, the history of the Jews 

is learned from the beginning of the Jewish 

nation. 

Geography of Israel-

This is a new subject which was added to the grades 

five and six curriculum. It was introduced in 1973. 

From the interviews and the questionnaires, it was found that 

until 1968 there was no written curriculum and the Leachers taught 

according to their best understanding with consultations that took part 

in the teachers' ~tings or in a private meeting with the principal. 

Officially, there was no specific remark about the subject of 

Israel, and the teachers had absolute freedom and carte blanche to 

discuss whatever they deemed relevant regarding Israel. 

.: 
'J 

1. 
j 

<' 
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THE WRITTEN CURRICULUM OF UNITED TALMUD TORAH 

ln 19(,8, tl.T.T. attempted to write a curriculum as a guideline to 

the teachers. It was typed on a letter format paper and given to the 

teachers in order to help them choose "what to teach and how to behave" . 

Hovever, the teachers taught the material according to their own 

methodology. 

The "revolution" came in 1973, vhen the first curriculum was 

published as la one-year temporary measure, and in 1974 the permanent 

one was pub~shed in a book format. This curriculum was published in 

the same format as that in Israel by the DepBrtment of Education and 

Culture for elementary schools. 

ln that curriculum, one can find many important things that deal 

directly with the State of Israel. This vritten curriculum shows how 

Israel makes an impact on the curriculum of the school. In the opening 

pages of the curriculum there is a quotation from the Committee that 

decided to award the United Talmud Torahs the Shazar Prize: 

"United Talmud Torahs' teachera and its 
administration shov an educational 
initiative in writing text books and having 
proj ects connected to the State of Israel." 111 

ln the introduction ta the curriculum written by the Educational 

lllUnited Talmud Torahs of Montreal, Curriculum of Elementary 
School, (Montreal, 1974). p.l. 
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Director, Rabbi J. Braverm8n, and Mr. Arie C,liech, the Co-ordinator of 

the Hebrew Dep8rtment, it i9 written' 

"The success of the Israe li exchnnge teachers 
in our school system proves the effectiveness of 
Hehrew as a lanRuage of instruction ... The 
teaching of modern Israel as Il formaI independent 
suhject in grades 5 and 6 is one of the 
innovations of this curriculum. The Israeli 
exchanRe teacher literally brings this subject 
to life in the classroom by serving as the 
personifieation of the State of Israel in the 
eyes of the atudent ... The United Talmud Torahs 
of Montreal ia particularly proud of ita close 
association with leading educators in the 
State of Israel ... two of these spent much 
time advising ... and have guided us to 
produce and publish this curriculum ... 112 

As a guideline for the teachers, the curriculum emphasizea that 

the identification with Israel is very important and the teachers should 

follow these points: 

"1. to establish a writing connection with 
studentE in Israel sinee grade one. 

2. to encourage the student to visit Israel. 

3. to teach the geography of the State of Israel. 

4. to teach the history of the 
establishment of Israel. 

S. to know Israel and her agencies. 

6. to encourage the students to read the 
modern literature in Hebrew. 

7. to teach the Hebrew subjects in Hebrew only. 

8. ta sing Hebrew songs from Israel. 

9. ta perform Hebrew plays from Israel. 

la. to ~ead Hebrew newspapers from Israel. "U3 

1l2IMd. 1 p.2-3 

113Ibid •• p.6. 

,) 

----------------________________ ~F , 
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"11. to encourage the students to learn 
in Israeli institutions. 

12. to develop in the child the willingness 
to immigrate to Israel. "114 

"The teachers should use the audio visual 
equipment and other teaching aids that can 
make the learning process easier. He should 
use the Israeli songs and dances in order 
to bring alive the subjects that he teaches, 
He has to devote some time for discussion 
and give information about the c~rent 
events in Israel; by using Hebrew newspapers, 
Ilstening to the radio and television, and 
by informing the students of the events. "115 
(Translated from the Hebrew). 

When one reads the curriculum, he can find that in every grade 

the impact of Israel is made, including kindergarten. 

"The teacher has to talk with the ehildren 
about the importance of the trees in Israel. .. 116 

"In grade one the teaeher must impress upon 
the ehild the love for Israel and her farmers 
in the settlements and the kibbutzim."117 

Throughout the curriculum, in every grade there is Israel in 

this or many other ways. As the student progresses through sehocl, 

Israel has a greater role to play in the studies. 

114Ibid. , p.8. 

l1S~., p .10. 

116Ibid . , p. 7. 

117Ibid. , p.14. 

'\ 

',1 

\ 

1 



5 

o 

-' 

THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

A questionnaire con~isting of fifty-one questions, written in 

" • 
'"' 

Hebrew, was distributed to for,ty-three teachers of both schools; The Uni ted 

Talmud Torahs of Montreal and the Jewish People's and PeretE Schools. 

Forty-one teachers replied to the questionnaire and two refused to answer 

the questionnaire. Twenty-eight teachers received the questionna1re 

personally and the remainder were mailed. Out of the forty-one teachers 

who replied to the questionnaire, nineteen taught at the Jewish People's 

and Peretz Schools and twenty-two teachers taught at the United Talmud 

Torahs of Montreal. The teachers were selected according to the 

fo11owing criteria: 

1. Teachers who had started working prior to 1946 

or ear1ier. 

2. Teachers who started or continued to work 

between the years 1948 to 1956. 

3. Teachers who started or continued to work 

between the years 1966 to 1973. 

Out of the forty-one teachers who replied to the questionnaire, 

there were seven teachers who had worked from 1946 unti1 1970; twelve 

teachers who had worked between 1948 and 1973; e1even teachers who had 

worked between 1956 and 1973; and eleven teachers who had worked from 

1965 to 1973. 

Table IV indicates the number of teachers in each of the schools, 

and Table V indicates the number of teachers according to the grades 

they taugh t. 

-106-
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SCHOOL 

Jewish People's 
and Peretz 
Scho.Ç)ls 

Uni ted Talmud 
Torahs of 
Montreal 

Total 

--- --~ 

o 

TABLE IV 

THE NUMBER OF TEACHERS IN EACE SCHOOL WHO REPLIED TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

- ---- - ----- - - ----~ 

, 
1946 - 1970 1948 - 1973 1956 - 1973 1966 - 1973 TOUL 

4 5 6 5 20 

3 7 5 6 21 

7 12 11 11 41 

L....-__ .. ____ ~_ - - -- - ---

---__ 'r.-..u,"'" __ _ 
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THE NUMBER OF TEACHERS ACCORDING TO GRADES 

GRADES 

SCHOOL l, 2, 3 4, 5, 6, 7 1 - 7 TOTAL 
.,jl 

~ 

United Talmud 
1- Torahs of Montreal 6 11 3 20 
J: 

J ev1sh Peop le 1 8 _ 

and Peretz Schools 8 9 4 21 

,,--

( Total 14 20 7 41 

-
- ~_L-- ----------~-- - - - - --
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The answer to each question had to be written in four co1umns. 

Each column referred to a period of time. The first was from 1946 to 

1947; the second from 1948 to 1956; the third fram 1957 to 1965; and 

the last period of time was from 1966 to 1973. 

The answer in each column was compared to the previous column 

in order to see the differences, if any, between the different periods. 

found' 

schools. 

From analysis of the answers, two important things were 

1. 

2. 

Most of the teachers (thirty-six) cou~not 

relate their answers to the four peri~; 
therefore, they answered as if it was only 

one period. However, in many cases, they 

indicated the developments and the changes 

in the school and in the curriculum through 

the years of Israel's existence. 

The answers of the teachers who worked in 

the United Talmud Torahs and the answers of 

the teachers who worked in the Jewish 

People's and Peretz Schools were similar. 

Therefore, the questionnaire was analyzéd as one unit for both 

The following data were provided from the questionnaire: 

Question 3 

All the forty-one teachers answered that they used teJet books 

that were printed in Israel. The Hebrew teJet books that were printed 
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in Israel entered the schools be~een the years 1966 and 1973. 

biggest inerease in using Hebrew text books from Israel began in the 

early 1970's. 

Question 4 

Ten teachers indieated names of books that were printed in 

Israel, but aetually they vere printed in the United States. 

Four teachers eould not remember the name of any book. 

Twelve teaehers mentioned one book. 

Six teachers ment!ioned two books. 

Four teachers mentioned three books. 

Five teachers mentioned four books or more. 

o Question 5 and 6 

Both schools dèvote ~ and a half hours for the Hebrew and 

Yiddish studies. The United Talmud Torahs have two and a half ho urs of 

Hebrew only, and the Jewish People's and Peretz Schools have one and a 

half hours of Hebrew and one hour of Yiddish. Six out of ten teachers 

who worked at United Talmud Torahs in 1950 indicated a change in that 

the Yiddish language was replaced by Hebrew. Seven out of nine 

teaehers that worked at the Jewish People's and Peretz Sehools in 1948 

indieated the fact that one half hour was added to Hebrew. The fact 

that sinee 1970 the Yiddish language has been taught from grade three 

onwards, and the Hebrew language in grades one and two has been taught 

for ~ and a half hours daily, was derived from nine teachers in the 

(
- , 
, . . ' Jewish People's and Peretz schools . 
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Questions 7 and 8 

AlI forty-one teachers answered these questions. Eight teachers 

that taught in the upper grades in United Talmud Torahs mentioned the 

new subject that was added in 1973 - Geography of Israel. 

The subjects that were taught since 1946 in the Jewish People's 

and Peretz Schools have not changed. However, the United Talmud Torahs 

l 
added a new subject, Geography of Israel, for grad~ five and six. 

The subject was introduced in 1973 and a special text book fram Israel 

was used. 

Questions 9 and 10 > 

Nineteen teachers answered these questions. Fourteen indicated 

that the educational philosophy of the schools changed. Six teachers 

mentioned ft the schools changed the Hebrew pronounciation from 

Ashkenazi brew to Sephardic Hebrew in 1948. Five teachers indicated 

that Israel became an Integral part of the schools. Two teachers 

indicatod that Israol is not a roli8ious country but a nati~~o. 
1 

Five teachers indicated that the educational philosophy of the 

schools has not changed as a result of the establishment of the State 

of Israel. 

Questions Il and 12 

AlI forty-one teachers answered these questions and indicated 

that the number of Hebrew books in the school library increased. 

Thirty teachers indicated that the increase was a result of new books 
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which arri~ed from Israel. Fourteen teachers indicated that the books 

are not suitable for the children because of the high level,of th~ 

language. Six teachers indicated that the school library increased 

from books that arrived from both Israel and the United States. 

Questions 13, 14, and 15 

AlI the teachers answered these questions and indicated that the 

schools received audio visual aids, film strips, maps, slides, records, 

poste~s, etc. from Israel. However, only fourteen teachers indicated 

that they used these audio visual aids very frequently in their classes. 
-, , 

The others used the teaching aids sometünes or seldom. 

Questions 16 and 17 

o 
AlI the teachers indicated that they used to decorate their 

classes with materials that indicated the existence of the State of 
~ 

Israel. They used posters, pictures, post-cards, and compositions 

about Israel that were written by the students. 'l'wenty-nine teachers 

mentioned that the Israeli flag was hung together wi.th the Canadian 

flag above the blackboard during the whole school year. 

Questions 18 and 19 

All the teachers had many discussions with their classes 

regarding current events in Israel. The average time spent in class 

discussions was between 20 minutes and 60 minutes. 

In the upper grades, the average time was 35 minutes. Ten 

17\ 
~!;J teachers indicated that every Friday one period (45 m:!nutes) vas 
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, devoted to a sUDlDary of the news that had occurred in Israel that week. 

Questions 20. 21, 22, and 23 

The school ad~nistration always helped the teachers to bring 

Israel into their classes and into the whole school. The most common 

way was throu.gh moVies and lectures. .. 
Question 24 

The reasons for "bringing" Israel into the school were: 

National and religious holidays, visitors fram Israel, special events 

that occurred in Israel (war, Russi~~, terrorist attacks in Israel, 

memorial days, ete.)., 
\ 

Questions 25 and 26 

At least once a year there was a teachers' meeting to discuss 

the place of Israel in the Hebrew curriculum. Usually it was &round the 

time df Independence Day in Israel. Special meetings took place when 

some important ev~t occurred in Israel, especially since 1967 after 

the Six Day War. 

Twenty-five teaehers could not remember the names of the topies. 

Six teachers mentioned topies that were relabed to events which oeeurred 

in Israel, and how they should be brought into the elass. Ten teachers 

could not remember any meetings eonnected with Israel. 
.~ 

Questions 27, 28, and 29 

The Israeli ageneies sueh as the Jewish National Fund (J.N.F.), 

1 
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J 
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Keren Hyesod, Keren Hatarbut, the Jewish Agency, the Histadrut, the 
(" 

Hebrew University, and the Department of Education in Israel, all 

influence the Hebrew curriculum and the educational thoughts of the 

teachers. The newer teachers, who have worked in the latter periods, 

did not feel that these agencies ~ad any influence on the curriculum. 

Twelve teachers could not indicate the influence ~hat the agencies 

had on the curriculu.. Twenty-seven teachers indicated projects that 

took place in the schools and were initiated by on~ of these agencies. 

Six teachers of the United Talmud Torahs mentioned the fact that the 

new curriculum that had been issued in 197}-1974 was a direct result 

of the special help of the two educational professors who came from 

Israel in arder ta write the cuTriculum. 

Questions 30 and 31 

These agencies basically changed the teachers' attitudes 

towards the Hebrew language; from being a language of prayer and 

reading into a spoken language. These agencies brought Israel ta the 

students as a living country, with her culture, and from various 

points of view such as economic, political, and geographical. 

Seven teachers did nat feel these agencies oontributed ta these things. 

Questions 32, 33. and 34 

The important people from Israel, especially the politicians, 

(Ben Gurion, Itzhak Ben-Zv1, Golda Meir, Sapir, Dayan) influenced 

fifteen teachers in changing their educational thoughts. 
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a) tn contribute money for Israel and 
t 

h) t0 encouraRe their qtudents tn contribute 

their monev 

c) to correspond with qtudentq in Israel 

and encouraRe thelr students to visit 

Israel. 

The other tventv-qiÀ teacherq did not feel that any important 
r 

penplv influenced them 
\, 

ques t ions 1~6, anè 17 

Only sixteEn teachers out of the forty-one read the Hebrew 

newspaper WhlCh was published ln Israel, and only the students in the 

upper grades of the elementary school read the paper. Nine teachers 

read the ne'-'spaper once a week and seven teachers onCe every Q.'c weeks. 

'!\.ro ne-wspaperq '-'ere used Lamathil and Haretz Shelanu. 

Questlons 38 and 3Q 

Fighteen teachers out of the fort y-one communicated with students 

in Israel. Most of the c01!lIIlUnicatlon has been within the last ten 

years. In this partlcular case, the Je,-,ish People's and Peretz Schools 

has had more communlcation than the United Talmud Torahs (five 

teachers of the United Talmud Torahs and twelve teachers from the 

Jewish People's and Peretz Schools). The communication was made by 

letters and exchanges of greeting cards for the holidays. 
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~ (J ~ r Questions 40 and 41 

~ 
'.' 
~, Both schools donated money for Israel, especially after the Six 
i: 

\ ~ 
t 

Day War and the Yom Kippur War The Jewish People's and Peretz Schools 

j::, 

f 
hRve an annual contribution to the Histadrut in Israel, while the 

l, , , 
students sell special coupons for that purpose. It was also found 

that the Jewish People's and Peretz Schools sends an annual 

contribution to a certain school in Israel to support its needs. • 
r, 
~ 

Questions 42, 43, and 44 

Not one teacher indicated that his plans towards Israel was 

resisted by the school administration. AlI the teachers from both 

schools indicated that the school administration always helped the 

0 teachers with any project that was connected to Israel. 
r-

i 

t 
Questions 45, 46, and 47 

t 
" t-, 
~ 

AlI the teachers agreed that i t is important to teach the 

.. 
~ culture and language of Israel. Seven of the teachers indicated that 

i 
1 
i 

it was not enough, and that Israel should be part of the curriculum 

t as a separate subject. 

Questions 48 and 49 

Sometimes the current events disturbed the regular curriculum. 

On the other hand, eleven teachers indicated that the current events 

in Israel are a part of the curriculum and, therefore, they cannot 

o 
disturb the regular curriculum. Most of the current events that were 

discussed in the classes were political events and the relationship 
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hetween Israel and the Arab countries. Only six teachers indicated that 

they discussed other topics such as economic problems and social 

problems in Israel. Those six teachers taught in the upper grades of 

the elementary school. 

Questions 50 and 51 

The present type of schools would not be the same as they are 

today without the State of Israel. The reasons varied, but the common 

agreement among most of the teachers was that the total number of 

students would be much tess without Israel: in other words, Israel, 

as 8 state, is a very ~portant factor in sending a child to a Jewish 

school. Seventeen of the teachers indicated that the special Israeli 

spirit that dom!nates the holidays and the other assemblies in the 

schools could not be felt without the State of Israel. Nine teachers 

indicated that without Israel, the lessons and the school year would 

have been very monotonous. The fact that almost every month there i5 

something to do for Israel gives more life to the everyday studies. 

1 
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CHAPTER VI 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Summary 

This study has examined the effect of the State of Israel on the 

Hebr~w Curriculum of Jewish People's and Peretz Schools and United 

Talmud Torahs of Montreal, for the last twenty-nine years. School docu-

ments, interviews and questionnaires glven ta teachers were used ta 

support the hypothesis that the State of Israel has had an impact on the 

Hebrew Curriculum of these two elementary schools. 

Tva major points were investigated: 

1. The goals of each of the two schools before and after 

the creation of the State of Israel. 

2. The effect of Israel on the Hebrew Curriculum of each of 

the t:wo schools. 

A study of the documents of the t:wo schools, the interviews that were 

conducted and the results from the questionnaire, aIl indicated ~th 

the goals of the t:wo schools and their Hebrew Curricula were indeed affected 

by the State of Israel. From 1948 onward the ties bet:ween Israel and the 

t:wo schools had increased. These ties were further strengthened by the t:wo 

Wars in 1967 and 1973. 
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Conclusion 

Based on'this study, the author predicts that lsrael's influence 

on the schools will no doubt increase in the future. The visiting of 

Israeli educators in Montreal will also increase and the two schools 

will look towards their help and advice. 

Special Hebrew text books will be written to fit the needs of these 

schools and will be imported from Israel. AlI of these will have a 

profound influence in shBping the Hebrew Curriculum of United Talmud 

Torahs and Jewish People's and Peretz Schools in the coming years. 

o 

CJ 

l' ;..t:' .. 
! ~': .... ~~~ 

1 

1 
l , 
i 



1 

(. 

APp~nIX 

(A) Hebrew correspondence. 

(E) Hebrew questionnaire and answer sheet that was sent 

to the teachers. 

(C) 
English translation of the Hehrew correspondence. 

(D) English translation of the Hebrew questionnaire and 

the answer sheet. 
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.Je cl r 1....11: III HT\.lf) 
Dcc. l") th, l Cl / 4 

lili ~ fell ClW teacher BnJ j tz;raduate student fit l'CGlll 

UniVe1'81ty 111 thE' FA.culty of MucAtlon ln thf: Departmpnt 

of ~ducational Ad[Ilinll:tration, l am wrltil1!; 8 theslS 
on: 

"The ILL~,act of the :::>tate of Israel on t'le 

Hebrew Currlculum of Two ~le~entRry Schools 

ln IVlontreéil, The Unl ted Talmuj Torah and The 

Jew18h 1-'eople's Schools and 1-'eretz Scbools." 

l would appreclate your wIIllngness to devote some 

mlnutes from your busJ 8chedule
e
to an8wer thlB questlollilaire 

and to return it to me ln the enclosed stampej envelope. 

Dr. J. Braverrnan, the Mucatlonal Dlrector of The 

Unltej T2lmud Torah and tir. cL .Vllchesky, the Prlncipal 

of the Jewl8h People's Schoola and Feretz Schools have 

abreed to support my theeis lnvestlgatIon. Their two 

letters are enclosed Qere~ 

l am stron~ly grateful for your help, and please 

remeLLber that Jour answers will greatly help ln my 

research. l hope that you wIll take your tlme to a~si6t me. 

:::>incerely Your8, 

3enJamlD ZlV 

.. 

• 
-144-
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Dlrectlons to Flll the Questionnalre 

You have two separate sheets: 

1. The question sheet 

2. The answer sheet. 

For some questions you have to choose one ansller 

out of multlple ansllers. For SOllie JOU have to clrcle 

the chosen anSller, (clrcle only one answer). For the 

rest of the questions you have to write a few words. 

There are four columns which relate to four dlfferent 

periods. In your answers please respond to each questlon 

ln each of the four columns if you taught at elther 

of the two schools, Unlted Talmud Torah or Jewish ~eople's 

and Peretz Schools. 

Please notlce that Jour answers in the second 

column should be related to the first one, and the thlrd 

column to the second and sa on • 

. EX8mple 

1. Did you visit in Israel? 

question No. 57-1965! 1966-1973 

xx A B 
8. Yes 

1. b. No X" 
xx. Not f\ 
applicable 

i., 

In case that you do not answer a question or one 

column for any reason please do not leave a blank column 

but fill it with two XX's which means that you did oot 

answer this particular qu~on or column. 
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Please remelLber that tLc Hebrew studles Inelude 

the YlddlSh studles too. 

If you requlre addltl0nal space for ~our ansNers, 

plesse wrlte them on s separate sbeet of paper with 

the questl0n number that lt relates to. 

Agsln l tbank you very mueh for your help and wlsh 

you all the best. 

3enJaIDln L.lv 

-148-



1 

(. 

o 

o 

QU~T10NS 

1. Dld you work ln a. Unlted Talmud Torah 

b. JewislJ l-'eople's Scbools and 

teretz SCilOOls 

c. XX ? 

2. Did JOu teach i~ grades: a. 1,2,3, b. 4,5,6 ? 

3. Dld you use text books whicb were printed in Israel? 

4. If Jes please lnd1cate ~o~e of the1r name~. 

5. How many hours were devoted to hebrew and YlddlSh 

every day7 

6. From tbe total hour~f the Hebrew and YiddiSh studles, 

how many hours were devoted to Rebrew only, every day? 

7. List the subJects that you taugbt ln JOur class. 

8. Indicate the new subject~, 1f any, that were added 

to the Hebrew studies in every one of the four periods. 

9. Accord1ng Jour best opinion, would JOU say that the 

educational p~osophy of the school was changed as 8 

result of the State of Israel? 

10. If yes, would you please, indicate some of them. 

11. Would you S8Y that the number of the Hebrew books 

in the library was increased since 19467 

12. If yes, would you say that they arrived most1y 

frolt Israel? 
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15. Were there anJ educational games or teacbing alds 

tLat arrlved frolIJ Isra.el? 

14. Dld ~ou use tbe Ilbrary and the teachlfl~ alds that 

arlived fro~ Israel? 

l~. If yes, how often? 

16. DId yau decorate the claBs wItb materlals that indlc3ted 

the eXIstance of Israel? 

17. If yes, what were some of the se materials? 

18. DId you discuss some of the current events that harpened 

ln Israel? 

19. If yes, approximately how many mlnutes dld you devote 

ta that purpo,se? 

20. Did the school aciministratlon help you to "bring 

Israel to your class"? 

21. If yes, please indicate how. 

22. Did the school administratlon brlng ISIael to aIL the 

students of the schoal? 

23. If yes, please , indicate the ways that the school 

administration used. 

24. What were the reasons to bring Israel tif aIL the 

students? 

25. Were there any staff meeting discussions that originated 

due to the existance of the State of Israel? 

-150-



26. If yes , ",hat were some of the tOplCS that were dlscussed? 

2~. Dld any agencles frou Israel, influence dny chan~e 

10 the Hebrew Currlculum? 

20. If yes ~ho ~ere they? 

29. Wbat were the changeG tbat they ~ade ln the curriculum? 

30. Would you say that ~ personally were influenced 

by any of tbese agencies? 

31. If yes, please glve some examples. 

32. Were there any people fro~ Israel who lnflueoced changes 

~ in tbe Hebrew Curriculum or in your educational thoughts? 

o 

53. If yes, who were tbese people? 

34. What were the changes? 

35. Did you use any Israell newspapers in your class? 

36. If yes, please indicate tbe names of tbe newspapers. 

37. How often did you use tbe newspa~ers1 

38. Did you establish some relationships between your 

students and students in Israel? 

39. If yes, please indicate the ways you used to create 

the relationships. 

40. Did you challenge your students to contribute money 

for Israel? 

-151-
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41. li yes, what were the l'urposes of tlJese a[)lJeals? 

4~. DiÙ you have any plans connected Wl th ttle State 

of Israel, tb;;t were [lot acceptable to the scbool 

administration? 

4). If ye6, what ~ere the plans? 
\ 
\ 
'\ 

44. Wbat were the reasons tbat were stated by the administration? 

45. ~ould you Bay that Israel aB a State and Culture waB 

brought ta the students sufficlently? 

46. If no, wbat does the scbool lack, in order to brlng 

Israel to the students? 

47. Sbould Israel be brought to the students? 

48. Would :fOu say t hat current events fronl Israel caused 

you to cbange your teaching plans frequently? 

49. If yes, please lndlcate some eX8mples. 

50. Would 

would 

tiule, 

5l. Would 

you say that tbe scbool as you know it now, 

have been ln existance as it is at the I2resent 

without the State of Israel? 

you please give some ressons for your answer. 

l thank you very much for 
your willingness to answer 

tbis questionnaire.You can 

keep the question sheet, but 

kindly requested to return the 

answer sheet with no delay. 

Benjamin L.iv 
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Question 

1. 
&. U.T.T. 

No. 

b. J.P.P.S. 
c. fi 

2. 
8. 1,2,3. 
b. 4,5.6.7 
,. yy ,. 
8.. Yes 
b. No. 
c. XX 
4. 
nues of books 

or 
don't re.a.ber 

5. 
Circle one 
aDJSwer in every 
cohan 
or 
IX 

~ 

ANSWER ' SHEET 

1946-1947 1948-1956 1957-1965 

i. 1. lt, 2, 21-, i, l, li, 2, 2t, 1-, l, 11-, 2. 21-. 

3, 3t. 4, 4t 3, 31-, 4, 4t 3, 31-, 4, 4-i 

, ~ c.s.-.' '".>-W- ,~,,,,,,,,,,.l., , "-~." Env Ott), #t'ô 'rSgf?**dtiat$??'Msf~"'~U"àdt$ ~~\\~,;,~\.~,~.~~,-~,)'", ~).!~"; .. ""t."I~ .. Jltt-~ 
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