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Evaluative Resources 

Essay Question Rubric 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 SCORE 
INTRO/THESIS Topic sentence grabs 

attention.Thesis is clear, 
insightful, and succinct. Three 
supporting arguments are clear 
and varied. 

Topic sentence is somewhat 
unclear. Thesis is somewhat 
unclear, mixed between 
sentences, and somewhat 
insightful. Three supporting 
arguments are somewhat 
unclear. 

Topic sentence is unclear. 
Thesis is unclear with no new 
insights. Three supporting 
arguments show little variety. 

Topic sentence is 
absent. Thesis is absent 
or unclear. Supporting 
arguments are 
incomplete and/or 
unclear. 

 

FACTS Excellent use of facts. All 
supporting facts are accurate, 
clear and relate directly to 
thesis. 

Most supporting facts are 
accurate, generally clear, and 
generally relate to thesis. 

Some supporting facts are 
accurate, but others are 
unclear and/or do not relate 
to thesis. 

Few or no supporting 
facts are accurate; most 
are unclear and do not 
relate to thesis. 

 

ORGANIZATION Excellent organization. Five 
paragraphs each have opening 
sentence, main argument, 
supporting facts, closing 
sentence, and transition 
sentence. Each idea follows in 
logical sequence. 

Generally well organized. Has 
five paragraphs but they may 
lack one element. Ideas 
generally follow a logical 
sequence. 

Essay is somewhat 
organized, but lacks one 
paragraph and more than 
one element. Ideas follow a 
somewhat logical sequence. 

No organization evident. 
Essay lacks more than 
one paragraph and two 
or more elements. Ideas 
do not follow a logical 
sequence. 
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Intended to aid in evaluating the overall quality of essay responses.

FOCUS ON 
TOPIC 

Exceptional focus. All 
arguments relate to the main 
idea, give the reader new 
information, and provide 
insight. 

Generally good focus. Most 
arguments relate to the main 
idea and offer some new 
information and insight. 

Somewhat unclear focus. 
Some arguments relate to 
the main idea, but essay 
offers little new information 
or insight. 

Unclear focus. Few 
arguments relate to the 
main idea. Essay lacks 
new information or 
insight. 

 

MECHANICS Nearly flawless mechanics. 
Few, if any, spelling, 
punctuation, capitalization, 
grammar, or usage errors. 

Generally good mechanics. 
Three to four minor errors. No 
run-on sentences, comma 
splices, or inappropriate word 
usages. 

Some difficulty with 
mechanics. More than four 
minor errors, one to three 
major errors (such as run-on 
sentence, comma splice, or 
inappropriate word usage). 

Significant difficulty with 
mechanics. Many minor 
errors and more than 
three major errors. 

 



 

 


	Essay Question Rubric

