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Hidden in the Documents: Discovering Loyalist Stories
Lesson 1
Telling a Story

Synopsis

Working in a whole-class setting, students will brainstorm information sources that would help them tell their life, define a primary source and read and retell the story of James Parrot, after organizing the story’s events in sequence.

Specific Expectations

Students will:
	define a primary source; 

read a primary document;
arrange the document’s events in chronological order and retell the account using appropriate vocabulary.

Preparation

	Using key words, find the document “Account by James Parrot…” on the “EvidenceWeb” section of Library and Archives Canada’s Learning Centre website. Print and make copies of the transcription of the Account by James Parrot…, one per student. 


	Make an overhead transparency copy of the original document. 


Time

60 minutes

Process

Introduction (15 minutes)

1. Post and review the lesson agenda with your students:
	Brainstorm information sources that you would use to tell your life story.

Define the expression “primary source”.
Read a story of the raid, led by James Parrot, to capture a rebel during the American Revolutionary war.
Put the events of the story into their proper order.
Retell the story in your own words.

	Ask the students to imagine that 225 years from now a historian wants to tell the story of their life. Brainstorm with them all possible sources the historian could use to find information about them: passport, birth certificate, report cards, diaries, medical records, their website, photos, etc. 


These information sources are primary-source documents. A primary-source document is an original, firsthand document. Students will be working with primary documents as they learn about the Loyalists and find out about some of their stories.

	Have students complete the definition of primary source and provide examples of primary sources from their own lives.


Body of Lesson (30 minutes)

	Tell your students that over the course of the next few lessons, they will meet a variety of people from our country’s past: 

	a Black woodcutter bent over his saw, working on a thick log. Who is he, and how did we come to have a sketch of him more than 225 years later? 

a nine-year-old boy named John McNaughtan who already has his future decided, for he has signed a contract to become a shoemaker’s apprentice. 

Students will also meet other Loyalists, including a dramatic story about a raid to capture a rebel. 

	Pass out the transcription of the account by James Parrot. Put the transparency of the original handwritten document on an overhead projector.


	Explain to the students that they will be putting the events of the story into their proper order. Talk to the students about using the 5 Ws to help organize their thinking about this story. Make a 5 Ws chart on a large piece of paper.


	Read the account by James Parrot along with the students. Clarify the meaning where necessary. Fill in the 5 Ws chart. 


	Ask students how they know this is a sequence type of story. Underline key words. What clues are there that it is a document from long ago? How do they know it is a primary-source document?


	Have students organize the story’s events in sequence. Work with the class to retell the story, putting the events in their proper order. Students should practice deleting unnecessary words on their copy of the Parrot document, so that they have a story that makes sense without too many details. Demonstrate this with the story on the overhead transparency. Write the reconstructed story on a blank overhead transparency or a large piece of paper.


	Talk with students about the possible ways they could retell this story. (Orally, in writing, as video, tableau, skit, slide show, etc.)


8.	Assign a task: each student is to retell, in chronological order and in his or her own words, the story of the raid led by James Parrot in July 1781. 

Conclusion (15 minutes)

	Students share their retelling of the Parrot story with a partner or the whole class.


	Sum up the definition of primary-source document.


Extension

Have students retell the story in a medium of their choosing: oral presentation, written composition, video, storyboard, comic strip panels, round table, skit, slide show, etc.


