
                                                   
                                                                                           

 
 

Hidden in the Documents: Discovering Loyalist Stories 
 

Lesson 3 
Sorting the Loyalist Documents 

 

Synopsis 
 
Working in the classroom, students will sort the Loyalist primary-source documents from 
the “EvidenceWeb” section of Library and Archives Canada’s Learning Centre website 
and add more information to their primary-source documents concept maps. 
 

Specific Expectations 
 
Students will: 

• formulate questions to facilitate research; 
• brainstorm ways of categorizing documents (type, location, date, etc.); 
• sort a set of “EvidenceWeb” documents into categories; 
• provide a rationale for their categories and sorting. 

 

Preparation 
 
1. Print copies of all documents from the Loyalist theme on the “EvidenceWeb”; the 

students will be using these for the next five lessons. You may want to have some 
documents in their original version to show your students; however, they will need 
transcript versions to work from. 

 
2. Print a copy of Handout 3.1 from the Loyalist theme. 
 
3. Print copies of Handout 3.2, one per student. You will also need to make a 

transparency of this document 
 
4. Make signs for groups, using the following categories: Painting/Drawing, Speech, 

List, Map, Account, Contract, Government Document/Regulations. 
 



                                                   
                                                                                           
5. Organize students into seven small groups and provide a category name for each 

group.  
 

Time 
 
45 minutes 
 

Process 
 
Introduction (10 minutes) 
 
1. Post and review the lesson agenda with your students: 

• Locate a variety of Loyalist primary documents. 
• Figure out some possible ways of dividing the documents into categories. 
• Sort them into categories. 
• Add information to the primary documents concept map. 

 
2. Remind students about the various types of documents they have discussed or seen 

concerning their own stories or Loyalist stories: diaries, pictures, birth certificates, 
Peachey painting, Birchtown list, etc. Tell the students that historians need to use 
many different documents to get more complete information about an event or 
person’s life. The historian has many documents to sort through; the students will as 
well. 

 
3. Ask students to brainstorm different ways of sorting the Loyalist documents. Refer to 

the list of all documents from the Loyalist theme. Students could sort the documents 
by location, by date, by type of document, or even in alphabetical order. What reasons 
would there be for sorting the documents in different ways? It depends how the 
information will be used. 

 
Body of Lesson (30 minutes) 
 
1. Direct students into their groups, have each group select a category of document 

based on Handout 3.2 and give them the appropriate sign. 
 
2. Distribute copies of the Loyalist documents randomly to groups. 
 
3. Have groups examine documents, decide whether the documents they have been 

given fit their category and pass on to the appropriate groups any documents that do 
not apply to them. 

 
4. Have each group complete the appropriate section of Handout 3.2. You may want to 

have someone in each group complete their group’s section of a master organizer on 
an overhead transparency and present this to the class. 



                                                   
                                                                                           
Conclusion (15 minutes) 
 
1. Using the overhead transparency of Handout 3.2, fill in all categories of documents 

from the Loyalist theme using information provided by each group. Documents can 
be sorted as follows:  
• Painting/drawings 

- portrait of Sir John Johnson 
- portrait of Ann Johnson 
- portrait of Christian Claus 
- portrait of Joseph Brant 
- the encampment at Johnstown 
- Mrs. Tice’s farm 
- Black wood cutter at Shelburne 
- part of the town of Shelburne  

• Maps 
- St. John River 
- Upper Canada 

• Account 
- James Parrot  

• Speech 
- Joseph Brant 

• Lists 
- losses sustained by the Mohawks 
- Loyalists victualled above Cataraqui 
- persons taking the oath at Gaspé 
- persons victualled at Shelburne 
- free Blacks at Birchtown  
- return of families 
- estimate and evidence of losses of Catherine Cryderman 
- claim of Caleb Clossen 

• Contract 
- indenture of John McNaughtan  

• Government documents 
- discharge of John McIntyre 
- power to administer oaths 
- regulation for Province of New Brunswick 
- certificate of land ownership 

 
2. Have students complete Handout 3.2 using information from their group work and the 

master overhead transparency. 
 
3. Remind students that “how to sort” depends on how the documents are to be used. 

The students will use the documents to create a postcard and a media work for a 
Loyalist Day exhibit. 

 



                                                   
                                                                                           
Assessment Opportunity 
 
Check that each student has completed Handout 3.2 accurately. 
 

Extension 
 
Find a number of other documents concerning the Loyalists and have students organize 
them into appropriate categories. Many textbooks contain documents on the Loyalists, as 
do several websites (Nova Scotia Archives, New Brunswick Archives, etc). 
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